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Calendar No. 218

REPORT

113TH CONGRESS
SENATE 113-113

1st Session

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013

OCTOBER 11, 2013.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. HARKIN, from the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions, submitted the following

REPORT

together with

ADDITIONAL VIEWS

[To accompany S. 1094]

The Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions to
which was referred the bill (S.1094) to amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, and for other purposes, having
considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment
and recommends that the bill (as amended) do pass.

I. PURPOSE, NEED FOR LEGISLATION, AND GOALS OF
REAUTHORIZATION

The Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013 (SASA) is a
comprehensive reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). Its purpose is to once again, affirm
the Federal focus on preK-12 education policy to ensure access and
equity of educational opportunities for all students. The committee
also intends this Act to update, improve and streamline programs
under the ESEA for the next 5 years. SASA represents the Federal
Government’s continued commitment to preK-12 education, to stu-
dents in disadvantaged situations, and recommits the Federal Gov-
ernment to the fundamental goals of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act as passed in 1965.

Equity and access to high quality education has been the purpose
of Federal education law since the passage of ESEA in April 1965.
ESEA, the first large-scale Federal education act, focused resources
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on schools serving disadvantaged students and became the first of
three legs in the Federal education footprint to address access and
equity. Along with the Head Start Act of 1965 and the Educating
All Handicapped Children Act of 1975 (now known as the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act), ESEA made the promise to
prepare all children for school and provide educational opportuni-
ties for each of those children.

Since the original implementation of those three laws, much has
improved. We now serve almost 1 million children each year
through the Head Start and Early Head Start programs, enhancing
the lives of those children and their families by providing services
and supports that prepare those children for school. IDEA provides
the over 6 million students with disabilities with access to school,
something not guaranteed prior to its passage. ESEA, the first leg
of Federal education legislation, has provided enormous support to
schools, teachers, and communities aiming to ensure disadvantaged
students have access to high quality education.

Despite these landmark efforts, much remains to be accom-
plished. Since the identification of a “rising tide of mediocrity” by
the Reagan era report “A Nation at Risk,” we have seen a Federal
focus on improving education outcomes, particularly for those stu-
dents most at need. With the passage of the Improving America’s
Schools Act (IASA) in 1994, the concepts of state-wide standards
and setting goals for all students were introduced to Federal edu-
cation policy. In 2001, Congress passed the No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB) which added accountability requirements to Federal
education policy in pursuit of ESEA’s historic mission of supporting
equitable access to education. With NCLB, our Nation said it was
imperative that all students in every State, including those who
are poor students, those who are minorities, those with disabilities,
and those who are English learners, must have both the expecta-
tion to meet high academic standards and access to the teachers,
materials, and other resources to have the opportunities to achieve
those standards. No longer would students in one part of a State
or even one part of a school district be subjected to lower expecta-
tions and fewer educational supports.

NCLB brought with it not only high expectations for all students
but requirements that schools must communicate to families and
communities about how well, or in some cases, how poorly, schools
were meeting the goals of preparing students. That reporting had
to occur not only for a State or a school district but for each school
and for each group of students within a school. No longer would
States or districts or schools be able to serve most of their students
well. With NCLB each State education system was held account-
able for the outcome for all students.

However, there were challenges with NCLB. The accountability
goals established by NCLB were one-size-fits-all goals and did not
take into consideration the needs of local districts. Likewise, in
many cases the reporting requirements that made NCLB such a
breakthrough were weakened by exempting thousands of schools
from those requirements, thus denying families and communities
crucial information by which to hold their local schools accountable.
NCLB also contained a loophole that allowed valuable resources to
be diverted from schools most in need of more support and used by
schools with access to greater resources, thus denying the children
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most in need the high quality education intended by the passage
of ESEA in 1965.

Within this context, the committee set forth to build on the
strengths of previous Federal education policy and to forge new,
stronger, more flexible partnerships with States, local school dis-
tricts and the communities where children learn. With reporting
out the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, it is the in-
tent of the committee to forge these partnerships in order to jointly
establish high expectations for all students and to provide States
and local school districts with the resources and flexibility to meet
those expectations, particularly for disadvantaged students.

To address the educational needs of the country and to create
stronger partnerships that enhance the opportunities for children
throughout the Nation, the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of
2013 builds on the work of the past 37 years and upholds the origi-
nal intent of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

Specifically, the SASA maintains the Federal commitment to eq-
uity and access to educational opportunities through continued
transparency of data and the fair distribution of resources. State
and local educational agencies will continue to be required to teach
all students to rigorous standards that will prepare them for post-
secondary education and for careers. Students will continue to be
assessed in the areas of mathematics and reading, and results of
those assessments will be reported to families and communities in
order to provide them with information about the effectiveness of
their local schools and the data to participate in the improvement
of those schools. That assessment data will be reported by sub-
groups so that families and communities will also know how well
schools are instructing all groups of students and will be able to
target resources to those groups most in need.

SASA also closes a loophole in the requirement of local school
districts to ensure schools in the poorest areas receive at least as
much funding as those in wealthier areas. In the past, local edu-
cational agencies have been permitted to use average teacher sala-
ries to calculate the distribution of funds to schools. Under SASA,
schools will need to use actual salaries to determine the level of re-
sources each school is receiving.

Decades of research have shown that providing high quality early
education to children enhances their educational outcomes. SASA
focuses greater attention than previous reauthorization bills on
children during their early years, at the K-3 grades and before
entry into school. The Act provides for greater access to high-qual-
ity literacy instruction in early childhood education programs and
encourages States to provide full-day kindergarten if it is not yet
available to families. SASA also encourages districts with the low-
est performing schools to develop or expand early childhood edu-
cation to increase the likelihood of children entering school ready
to learn.

SASA sets a goal of ensuring that all students are college- and
career-ready when they graduate from high school and targets Fed-
eral intervention to the poorest performing schools in each State.
The bill aims for a Federal role that is more focused, provides
States and local educational agencies with more flexibility, and
strives for more efficiency. It does this by focusing on teaching and
learning, not unnecessary testing and sanctioning. SASA elimi-
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nates the Federal one-size-fits-all approach and replaces it with
State-designed accountability systems, and allows States to identify
their own performance targets and to design their own account-
ability systems to measure the academic growth of each child, and
to include assessments in other subjects when measuring the per-
formance of students.

SASA recognizes that, day-to-day, it is teachers and principals
who make the difference in the lives of their students. To that end,
the committee has crafted SASA in such a way as to support teach-
ers as they become as effective as possible for the students they
serve. SASA requires States to craft professional development proc-
esses that provide teachers and school leaders with feedback about
their instruction and management. That information comes from
multiple sources, including student achievement, supervisor or peer
observations and other sources such as student feedback.

In addition, SASA would provide resources to improve teachers’
skills in the STEM subjects and prepare more teachers to work
with the diverse learners in America’s schools, including students
with disabilities and English learners. SASA also provides incen-
tives to ensure that effective teachers and leaders are working with
those children who are most in need.

SASA consolidates dozens of small programs into larger, more
comprehensive grant programs to help leverage better teaching and
learning. These new programs—such as high school reform; lit-
eracy; STEM; and successful, safe and healthy students—will be
more focused to support better results and leverage more improve-
ments, while also providing greater flexibility to parents, schools,
and States to adopt the best approach to improving the education
of their children. This flexibility also allows States and local edu-
catignal agencies to determine which interventions best fit their
needs.

While SASA consolidates many programs, it also maintains and
improves programs designed to support special populations, includ-
ing English learners, American Indian students, native Hawaiian
students, native Alaskan students, neglected and delinquent chil-
dren, children in foster care, and homeless students. The bill also
supports students with disabilities as they participate in the gen-
eral education experience and work to attain college- and career-
readiness alongside their peers.

The SASA provides two other important tools for schools and for
the communities they serve. The first is the expanded collection of
critical data and a report, the equity report card, which will allow
families to quickly determine how effective the school is at teaching
children, the resources available to the school, and the school cli-
mate for learning. This information is a valuable tool for families
and school personnel. The second is a prohibition on discrimination
against students based on their sexual orientation, their perceived
sexual orientation, or their association with another student based
on their sexual orientation. This new protection will further en-
hance the learning environment of schools and allow for better aca-
demic outcomes for all students.

In closing, the committee understands the Federal Government
provides only a fraction, approximately 10 percent, of the overall
funding for elementary and secondary education in the United
States. As such, SASA once again reminds States that they are free
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to choose to no longer participate in or accept Federal support for
education. If, however, States decide to accept Federal resources,
they must comply with the requirements associated with those
funds. This has been the approach of Congress since the original
passage of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in 1965.
The role of the Federal Government in education was clearly ar-
ticulated in that original bill. That role, to promote economic and
social opportunity through access to high quality education, is what
drives the programs in SASA.

II. LEGISLATIVE HISTORY AND COMMITTEE ACTION
PREVIOUS REAUTHORIZATION EFFORTS

During the 112th Congress, the Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee, under the leadership of Chairman Harkin
and Ranking Member Enzi, considered the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Reauthorization Act (S.3578). In preparation for
consideration of S. 3578, the committee held 11 hearings addressing
ESEA issues.

On October 20, 2011, after a 2-day executive session to markup
the bill, S.3578 was adopted by a roll-call vote of 15 ayes and 7
nays. The bill was reported out of committee on September 20,
2012. The bill was not brought to the Senate floor and died with
the conclusion of the 112th Congress.

HEARINGS

After S.3578 was adopted by the committee, 7 additional hear-
ings were held. Unlike the 11 hearings prior to consideration of
S. 3578, these hearings addressed specific issues such as education
technology, accelerated learning, and bullying in schools. The seven
hearings culminated with a session examining the flexibility waiver
process initiated by the Obama administration to address some of
the concerns of States and districts related to the goals of NCLB.
A brief description of each hearing, including witnesses, follows.

Beyond NCLB: Views on the Elementary and Secondary Education
Reauthorization Act (November 8, 2011)

This hearing was held at the request of Senator Rand Paul and
is the one exception to the issue specific approach the committee
took to examine ESEA prior to the markup of S. 1094. This hearing
was a roundtable with 10 witnesses. Its focus was on the overall
impact of NCLB and what steps need to be taken to strengthen
ESEA. Witnesses included:

¢ Amanda Danks, a lead teacher at Wm. S. Baer School in Bal-
timore City public schools (Baltimore, MD), who shared her experi-
ences with assessment of students focusing on formative data col-
lection, teacher professional development to create highly effective
teachers, and the need for high expectations for all students.

e Pam Geisselhardt, a gifted and talented coordinator for
Adair County schools (Columbia, KY), who spoke of the negative
impact of NCLB on student instruction as it related to addressing
the needs of students above and below the mean, and argued for
more State and local control related to instruction of students and
evaluation of teachers.
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e Terry Grier, superintendent of Houston Independent School
District (Houston, TX), who spoke about the importance of using
professional development and teacher evaluation systems to retain
highly effective teachers and replace poorly performing teachers.

¢ Wade Henderson, president and CEO of The Leadership Con-
ference (Washington, DC), who described the need to reauthorize
ESEA while retaining performance targets for schools, districts,
and States. He also emphasized that the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment in education policy is to ensure equitable distribution of
resources to less well-off students and communities.

¢ Frederick (Fred) Hess, resident scholar and director of edu-
cation policy at the American Enterprise Institute (Washington,
DC), who emphasized his point of view that the Federal Govern-
ment should be responsible for collection of data and research re-
lated to education and should not be focusing on methods or strate-
gies for improving the performance of teachers and schools.

e Tom Luna, Idaho superintendent of Public Instruction (Boise,
ID), who emphasized the critical need of ensuring high quality, ef-
fective teachers are available in each classroom and using both
evaluation and pay for performance as methods for attracting, re-
taining and improving teachers.

¢ Katherine (Katy) Beh Neas, senior vice president for Gov-
ernmental Relations of Easter Seals (Washington, DC), who dis-
cussed the importance of including students with disabilities in the
accountability process and the value of collecting and reporting
school level data on the outcomes for students with disabilities.

e Charles Seaton, a teacher at Sherwood Middle School in
Memphis City schools (Memphis, TN), who spoke about the impor-
tance of ensuring all teachers in each classroom are effective teach-
ers and the use of a supportive teacher and school leader evalua-
tion system to foster the development of effective teachers.

e Jon Schnur, co-founder and chairman of the board of New
Leaders (New York, NY), who spoke about the need for high expec-
tations for all students, the need for effective school leaders, the
importance of performance targets for schools and districts, and
more effective use of professional development funds.

¢ Elmer Thomas, principal at Madison Central High School of
Madison County school district (Richmond, KY), who spoke about
the importance of removing the requirement of adequate yearly
progress and allowing the use of a growth model when determining
the proficiency of students and the effectiveness of teachers.

The Promise of Accessible Technology: Challenges and Opportuni-
ties (February 2, 2012)

This hearing focused on the use of technology in schools, from
preschool through postsecondary education, and how accessibility of
that technology has an impact on student achievement. While not
solely focused on PK-12 education, the witnesses spoke to the ac-
cessibility of technology used in schools and how technology can
make curriculum accessible to all students. The hearing was com-
posed of two panels. The single witness on the first panel was Eve
Hill, the senior counselor to the Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights at the Department of Justice (Washington, DC). She
emphasized the quick and vast transformation that is taking place
in schools related to technology and cautioned that schools, from



7

early childhood programs through universities, must take care in
adopting technology that is accessible to all students, and to de-
mand of vendors and manufacturers technology, software, and sup-
port services that are accessible to all students.

The second panel was composed of three witnesses, including:

e Mark Riccobono, the executive director of the Jernigan Insti-
tute of the National Federation of the Blind (Baltimore, MD), who
spoke about the technology in schools being both the possible ave-
nue for access to information for all students or a barrier to a rig-
orous education if the technology is not accessible.

¢ John B. Quick, superintendent of the Bartholomew Consoli-
dated School Corporation (Columbus, IN), who described the impor-
tance of universal design for learning and how the adoption of ac-
cessible technology in his school district for all students has had
positive outcomes for all students in terms of academic achieve-
ment as well as school attendance and positive social interactions.
He reported that academic improvements have occurred not only in
students with disabilities but also students eligible for free or re-
duced meals and students who are English learners.

e Mark Turner, the director of the Center for Accessible Media
and the Accessible Technology Initiative of the California State
University System (Long Beach, CA), who spoke about the power
of schools to influence the accessibility of hardware and software
through their purchasing decisions.

Effective Strategies for Accelerated Learning (April 18, 2012)

This full committee hearing focused on accelerated learning ap-
proaches including competency-based curricula, advanced place-
ment courses, dual-credit courses, and early college high schools.
This full committee hearing consisted of one panel composed of the
following witnesses:

e Thomas W. Rudin, senior vice president for Advocacy in the
Government Relations & Development at The College Board, re-
viewed the structure of advance placement courses, who takes
them, and their impact on student achievement. He reviewed the
participation rates and outcomes for students from low-income fam-
ilies and students of color.

e Carolyn Bacon Dickson, executive director for the O’Donnell
Foundation, The Texas AP Incentive Program (Dallas, TX) and
member of the Board of Directors for the National Math and
Science Initiative focused on the importance of having well-trained,
qualified, and effective teachers as instructors for accelerated
learning experiences.

o Peter Winograd, director of the University of New Mexico
Center for Policy Research (Albuquerque, NM) who focused on the
impact of accelerated learning, the need for integrated data sys-
tems across preK-12 and post-secondary systems, and the need for
collaboration within States between the preK-12 and postsec-
ondary systems.

e Marybeth Schubert, executive director for New Mexico Ad-
vanced Programs Initiative (Santa Fe, NM) who spoke of the ad-
vantage accelerated learning provided for students regarding their
ability to complete a college degree.

e Joel Vargas, vice-president for Jobs for the Future (Boston,
MA) spoke of his organization’s efforts to increase early college ex-
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periences and to improve both the enrollment and retention of stu-
dents from low-income families in post-secondary education pro-
grams.

Bully-Free Schools: How Local, State and Federal Efforts Can Help
(June 8, 2012)

This full committee field hearing was held in the East High
School Cafeteria in Des Moines, IA, and consisted of three panels.
The first panel included the following witness:

¢ Russlynn Ali, assistant secretary for Civil Rights for the U.S.
Department of Education (Washington, DC)
The second panel included the following witnesses:

e Linda Calbom, western regional manager for the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office (Sammamish, WA)

The third panel consisted of the following witnesses:

e Penny Bisignano, consultant for Bullying Prevention and
Intervention for the Iowa Department of Education (Des Moines,
IA)

¢ Emily Domayer, student at Morningside College (Sioux City,
IA)

e Paul Gausman, superintendent for the Sioux City community
school district (Sioux City, IA)

¢ Ellen Reilly, learning support specialist for Davenport com-
munity schools (Moline, IL)

e Matt Shankles, student at Linn—Mar High School (Marion,
IA)

e Liz Siederquist, student at Des Moines area community col-
lege (Ames, IA)

Beyond Restraint and Seclusion: Creating Positive Learning Enuvi-
ronments for All Students (July 12, 2012)

This full committee hearing consisted of one panel that included
the following witnesses:

¢ Dr. Daniel Crimmins, director of the Center for Leadership
in Disability at Georgia State University (Atlanta, GA)

e Ms. Cyndi Pitonyak, coordinator of Positive Behavioral Inter-
ventions and Supports for Montgomery County Public Schools
(Christiansburg, VA)

¢ Dr. Michael George, director of the Centennial School of Le-
high University (Bethlehem, PA)

o Ms. Deborah (Debbie) Jackson, parent (Easton, PA)

BEST: Building Education Success Together (October 19, 2012)

This hearing was a full committee field hearing held at the
Dena’ina Center in Anchorage, AK, organized and chaired by Sen-
ator Lisa Murkowski, and consisted of one panel that included the
following witnesses:

e Christopher Simon, rural education coordinator for the Alas-
ka Department of Education and Early Development (Juneau, AK)

e Peggy Cowan, superintendent of the North Slope Borough
School District (Barrow, AK)

¢ Rosita Worl, president of the Sealaska Heritage Institute (Ju-
neau, AK)
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e Doreen Brown, supervisor of the Title VII Indian Education
Department for the Anchorage School District (Anchorage, AK)

e Carl Rose, executive director for the Association of Alaska
School Boards (Juneau, AK)

¢ Sonta Hamilton Roach, teacher at the Innoko River School
(Shageluk, AK)

NCLB: Early Lessons from State Flexibility Waivers (February 7,
2012)

This hearing consisted of two panels. The first panel included
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. Secretary Duncan reported
on the status of flexibility waivers for States that relieve them of
some of the requirements of NCLB while requiring them to develop
and implement college- and career-ready standards, develop and
implement teacher and school leader evaluation systems, and en-
hance their student achievement accountability models.

The second panel of this hearing included the following wit-
nesses:

e Terry K. Holliday, Kentucky commissioner of education (Lex-
ington, KY), who testified to the need for reauthorization of ESEA
and to the value of the NCLB flexibility waivers to allow his State
to create a new, innovative accountability system based on more
rigorous standards. He urged the committee to use the flexibility
waiver process to inform the reauthorization of ESEA.

e John B. King, Jr., New York commissioner of education
(Slingerlands, NY), likewise emphasized the need for the reauthor-
ization of ESEA and asked the committee to provide a framework
and guidelines for setting goals and an accountability system.

e Andrew R. Smarick, partner at Bellwether Education Part-
ners (Lawrenceville, NJ), argued for a reduced Federal footprint in
education policy and suggested waiting to reauthorize ESEA. He
also suggested the role of the Federal Government should be to en-
hance the capacity of States to help local school districts set goals,
monitor effectiveness and provide technical assistance.

o Kati Haycock, president of the Education Trust (Washington,
DC), who spoke in general support of the NCLB flexibility waivers
but cautioned that accountability systems should focus on growth,
proficiency and high school graduation.

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

On June 4, 2013, the Strengthening America’s Schools Act
(SASA) was noticed for markup and a draft was circulated to the
committee. On June 11 and 12, 2013, the committee met in execu-
tive session to consider the bill. Forty amendments were filed with
the committee. The committee took action on 23 amendments,
adopting 10 of them and rejecting the remaining 13. One amend-
ment was withdrawn. The bill, as amended, was adopted by a roll
call vote of 12 ayes to 10 nays on June 12, 2013.

Amendments Voted On During Executive Session

1. Senator Alexander offered an amendment in the nature of a
substitute to the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013. The
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 10 ayes to 12 nays.
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AYES NAYS
Alexander Harkin
Enzi Mikulski
Burr Murray
Isakson Sanders
Paul Casey
Hatch Hagan
Roberts Franken
Murkowski Bennet
Kirk Whitehouse
Scott Baldwin

Murphy
Warren

2. Senator Harkin offered an amendment to clarify that States

are free from Federal requirements under part A of title I if the
States choose to not receive funding under such part. The amend-
ment was adopted by voice vote.

3. Senator Enzi offered an amendment to title I-A to eliminate
Federal guidelines about how States and local educational agencies
identify and improve low-performing public schools. The amend-
ment was defeated by a roll call vote of 10 ayes to 12 nays.

AYES NAYS
Alexander Harkin
Enzi Mikulski
Burr Murray
Isakson Sanders
Paul Casey
Hatch Hagan
Roberts Franken
Murkowski Bennet
Kirk Whitehouse
Scott Baldwin

Murphy
Warren

4. Senator Murray offered an amendment to title I-A to allow for
the collection of data about military-connected students. The
amendment was adopted by a roll call vote of 13 ayes and 9 nays.

AYES NAYS
Harkin Alexander
Mikulski Enzi
Murray Burr
Sanders Isakson
Casey Paul
Hagan Hatch
Franken Roberts
Bennet Murkowski
Whitehouse Scott
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Kirk
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5. Senator Burr offered an amendment to eliminate programs re-
lated to early childhood, Promise Neighborhoods, Race to the Top,
Investing in Innovation, and other programs. The amendment was
defeated by a roll call vote of 9 ayes and 13 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagan
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Murkowski

6. Senators Hagan and Warren offered an amendment to title I-
A to increase learning time for schools receiving School Improve-
ment Grants. The amendment was adopted by voice vote.

7. Senator Alexander offered an amendment to eliminate the
Federal highly qualified teacher requirement and encourage State
and local educational agencies to develop and implement teacher
and principal evaluation systems. The amendment was defeated by
a roll call vote of 10 ayes to 12 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Murkowski
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagan
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin

Murphy
Warren

8. Senator Franken offered an amendment to titles I, II and IV
to promote dual enrollment programs and early college high
schools, and for other purposes. The amendment was adopted by
voice vote.

9. Senator Scott offered an amendment to title I, co-sponsored by
Senator Alexander, to restore and protect State authority and flexi-
bility in establishing and defining challenging student academic
standards and assessments. The amendment was defeated by a roll
call vote of 10 ayes and 12 nays.
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AYES NAYS
Alexander Harkin
Enzi Mikulski
Burr Murray
Isakson Sanders
Paul Casey
Hatch Hagen
Roberts Franken
Murkowski Bennet
Kirk Whitehouse
Scott Baldwin

Murphy
Warren

10. Senator Burr offered an amendment to title II to change the

formula funding for title II-A. The amendment was defeated by a
roll call vote of 8 ayes and 14 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Hagen
Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Murkowski
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Paul
Hatch
Roberts

11. Senator Murray offered an amendment to title I to require

schools to collect and report data on interscholastic sports. The
amendment was adopted by a roll call vote of 13 ayes to 9 nays.

AYES NAYS
Harkin Alexander
Mikulski Enzi
Murray Burr
Sanders Isakson
Casey Paul
Hagen Hatch
Franken Roberts
Bennet Kirk
Whitehouse Scott
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Murkowski

12. Senator Murphy offered an amendment to title IV to provide

financial assistance for school construction after a violent or trau-
matic crisis. The amendment was agreed to by voice vote.
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13. Senator Isakson offered an amendment to title I to allow
States to set the criteria for standards and assessments including
establishing modified assessments for students with disabilities.
The amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 9 ayes to 12
nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagan
Franken
Bennet
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Murkowski

14. Senator Bennet offered an amendment to title XI, co-spon-
sored by Senators Hagen, Franken and Baldwin, to create an office
of Rural Education within the Department of Education. The
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 11 ayes and 11 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagen
Franken
Bennet
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren

Whitehouse
Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Murkowski
Kirk

Scott

15. Senator Baldwin offered an amendment to title I to require
reporting of career and technical education programs. The amend-
ment was adopted by voice vote.

16. Senator Alexander offered an amendment to allow States the
option to distribute title I funds using a per child formula. The
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 10 ayes to 12 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Murkowski
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagen
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
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17. Senator Baldwin offered an amendment to title IV to amend
part C to include agricultural education programs as a covered sub-
ject. The amendment was adopted by voice vote.

18. Senator Roberts offered an amendment to title IX, co-spon-
sored by Senators Alexander and Enzi, to limit the authority of the
Secretary to issue waivers to specific State and local educational
agency requests. The amendment was defeated by a roll call vote
of 10 ayes to 12 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Murkowski
Kirk

Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagen
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren

19. Senator Warren offered an amendment to title V, co-spon-
sored by Senator Franken, to establish a college information dem-
onstration program. The amendment was adopted by voice vote.

20. Senator Paul offered an amendment, co-sponsored by Senator
Scott, to allow States the option to distribute title I funds using a
per child formula. The amendment was defeated by a roll call vote
of 8 ayes and 14 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi

Burr
Isakson
Paul
Hatch
Roberts
Scott

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
Sanders
Casey
Hagen
Franken
Bennet
Whitehouse
Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Murkowski
Kirk

21. Senator Roberts offered an amendment to title V to repeal

the Race to the Top program. The amendment was defeated by a
roll call vote of 10 ayes to 12 nays.

AYES

NAYS

Alexander
Enzi
Burr

Harkin
Mikulski
Murray
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AYES NAYS

Isakson Sanders
Paul Casey

Hatch Hagen
Roberts Franken
Murkowski Bennet
Kirk Whitehouse
Scott Baldwin
Murphy
Warren

22. Senator Murkowski offered an amendment to title VII to
amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 relat-
ing to Alaska natives. The amendment was adopted by voice vote.

23. Senator Isakson offered an amendment to title I to maintain
strong State and local reporting on the performance of schools and
limit increased and burdensome reporting requirements. The
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 9 ayes to 13 nays.

AYES NAYS
Alexander Harkin
Enzi Mikulski
Burr Murray
Isakson Sanders
Paul Casey
Hatch Hagen
Roberts Franken
Murkowski Bennet
Scott Whitehouse

Baldwin
Murphy
Warren
Kirk

Amendment Offered and Subsequently Withdrawn

1. Senator Warren offered and then withdrew an amendment to
title I regarding the oversight of public charter schools.

III. EXPLANATION OF BILL AND COMMITTEE VIEWS

TITLE I, PART A: ENSURING COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READINESS FOR
ALL STUDENTS

The committee bill updates current law to reflect what has been
learned in the 12 years since the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
was enacted, while maintaining the essential accountability ele-
ments under that iteration of the law.

STATE RESERVATIONS

The committee has changed the amount of funds a State can re-
serve from subpart 2 of part A from 4 percent to 6 percent in rec-
ognition of the fact that States must build capacity to provide local
educational agencies with technical assistance to improve teaching
and learning, and to provide support to LEAs to implement the re-
sponsibilities described in section 1116.
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STATE PLAN AND STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS

Requirements for College- and Career-Ready Standards

The committee bill requires each State to adopt college- and ca-
reer-ready standards. A child’s education should lead to success in
postsecondary education and the workforce. By 2014, it is projected
that 75 percent of new jobs in America will require a postsecondary
degree, and a college graduate today is projected to make 77 per-
cent more per hour than a worker with a high school diploma.
While the committee recognizes that not every high school grad-
uate will attend a 4-year college, every high school graduate should
be prepared for entering a post-secondary education program with-
out the need for remediation and be ready to enter an entry level
job in a high-need, high-demand profession.

The committee bill describes, in section 1111(a)(1)(A)(i), three
options for States to use to ensure that academic standards are
“college- and career-ready”: alignment with credit-bearing
coursework at public institutions of higher education, alignment
with career and technical education standards consistent with the
State performance measures developed in accordance with the Carl
D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006, and appro-
priate career skills. The committee also allows for States to adopt
standards that have been developed and voluntarily adopted by a
significant number of States. States must implement content
standards in reading or language arts and mathematics by Decem-
ber 31, 2014, and adopt academic achievement standards by the be-
ginning of the 2015-16 school year.

The committee bill protects States’ rights in defining academic
content and achievement standards while also ensuring that States
are setting high academic expectations for all students. Section
1111(a)(1)(A)(ii) requires the State to demonstrate, as part of their
title I plans, that their academic content and achievement stand-
ards are aligned with the expectations of college- and career-readi-
ness.

Section 1111(a)(1)(H) reinforces that the Secretary or any other
Federal officer or employee may not mandate, direct, or control a
State’s academic content or achievement standards. The committee
understands that the Secretary of Education will continue to re-
view evidence submitted by the States related to the quality of
their academic standards. The Department of Education has re-
leased guidance to States that details the evidence that can be sub-
mitted and the committee intends for this practice to continue as
States adopt college- and career-ready standards.

The committee intends for the term “appropriate career skills” in
section 1111(a)(1)(A)Gi)(III) to encompass higher-order thinking
skills, including but not limited to the ability to apply knowledge
to new situations, think critically, problem solve, communicate
orally and in writing, exhibit creativity and innovate, as well as
digital literacy and the ability to use workplace technology effec-
tively. These are essential skills for students to develop in order to
succeed after graduation from high school. These are also the skills
that will enable graduates to succeed in private-sector training en-
vironments that account for most post-secondary training in the
United States.
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In section 1111(a)(1)(A)Gi)(IV) the committee intends for stand-
ards developed and adopted by a consortium of States to meet the
requirement for college- and career-ready standards.

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for Students with the
Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

It is the intent of the committee to ensure that all students are
held to the highest possible standards in order to be prepared for
entry into postsecondary education and careers. The committee rec-
ognizes, with section 1111(a)(1)(D), that general education stand-
ards are not appropriate for a very small percentage of students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. This group of stu-
dents comprises less than 1 percent of the overall student popu-
lation. The committee’s intent is to ensure that a parallel, chal-
lenging, appropriate, and aligned set of standards are available for
this group of students. The committee also intends for students
with disabilities who do not have the most significant cognitive dis-
abilities to be held to the general education standards with the
supports, accessibility, and accommodations they need to achieve
such standards, including multi-tier systems of support. This in-
cludes students with learning disabilities, mild and moderate intel-
lectual disabilities and multiple disabilities that include cognitive
disabilities.

Because of the advances in assessment construction and the de-
termination of accommodations that do not lessen the reliability
and validity of assessments, the committee has placed an explicit
prohibition on the development and use of any alternate academic
standards other than those to be used with students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities. The committee understands that
to create additional alternate academic standards would decrease
academic expectations for a large subset of students and reduce
their likelihood of graduating with a standard high school diploma.

English Language Proficiency Standards

The committee bill requires States to adopt high-quality English
language proficiency (ELP) standards by December 31, 2015. States
must also demonstrate that the standards are aligned with the
State’s academic content standards in reading or language arts; en-
sure proficiency in English for each of the domains of speaking, lis-
tening, reading, and writing; identify at least 4 levels of English
proficiency; and ensure that the ELP standards are updated not
later than 1 year after the State adopts any new academic content
standards in reading or language arts.

Early Learning Guidelines and Early Grade Standards

The committee recognizes the critical importance of early learn-
ing and its contribution to the positive long-term outcomes for chil-
dren. If a State chooses to use title I-A funds to support the early
education of low-income children, a State must certify that it has
in existing culturally, linguistically, and developmentally appro-
priate guidelines that describe what young children from birth to
5 should know and be able to do before they enter kindergarten.
Such guidelines must be informed by research and developed in
consultation with other relevant departments and agencies in the
State that support early childhood education programs. Further,
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the committee asks States that use Title I-A to develop, or certify
the existence of, developmentally appropriate standards for stu-
dents in the early elementary grades to ensure that such standards
reflect how children develop and learn the requisite skills and con-
tent from the early grades onward.

Academic Assessments

As States transition to college- and career-ready standards,
States are required under section 1111(a)(2) to implement assess-
ments aligned to those standards. Current assessments are un-
likely to accurately measure the knowledge and skills needed to
succeed in the globally competitive economy. To address the need
for new assessments aligned to college- and career-ready standards,
many States have joined together to develop higher quality assess-
ments. The committee bill requires that statewide assessments con-
tinue to be administered annually in reading or language arts and
math for grades 3 through 8, and at least once during grades 10
through 12. State assessments must also include English language
proficiency assessments. If a State chooses to use them, these as-
sessments must also include alternate assessments for students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Statewide assessments must continue to be administered in
science at least once during grades 3 through 5, 6 through 9, and
10 through 12, and States must disaggregate and report on student
achievement data.

The next generation of statewide assessments must align with
college- and career-ready standards and thus measure the knowl-
edge, skills, and competencies students need to succeed in the 21st
century. These assessments should involve multiple measures of
student academic achievement, including measures that assess
higher-order thinking skills and understanding, and should be ca-
pable of measuring student academic growth.

The committee bill includes language to allow States to use mul-
tiple assessments over the course of the year to measure student
knowledge, so long as the scores from these assessments culminate
in a score equivalent to that of a single summative assessment.
States are permitted to use portfolios, projects, extended perform-
ance tasks, and other valid and reliable methods as part of the
process of assessing student proficiency through multiple measures.

Assessments should be developed and implemented with the in-
tent of including all students, including those with disabilities and
those who are English learners. Assessments should be developed,
from inception, using the principles of universal design. They
should also be developed with accommodations that result in valid
and reliable measure of student proficiency while permitting the
greatest possible access for students with disabilities.

Computer adaptive assessments that measure, at a minimum,
whether each student is meeting or exceeding the on-track level of
performance for the State academic content standards for the stu-
dent’s grade level, may be used. A State may measure the student’s
level of performance in the grades above or below the student’s
grade level, which may include a student’s growth at such levels,
so long as grade-level items are used for determining if a student
is on track for college- and career-readiness. Computer adapted as-
sessments would still need to reliably and validly test all students
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on the full-range of grade-level content and at the same levels of
cognitive complexity.

A common and recurring criticism of NCLB is that it has led to
too much student testing. The committee bill maintains current
law and continues to require only one annual assessment in both
reading or English language arts and mathematics, and a science
assessment in each grade span. To address the criticism about
over-testing, this bill requires States to regularly analyze assess-
ment and accommodations practice and use, and to eliminate dupli-
cative assessments identified by such analyses. With this data, the
committee intends for States and LEAs to use this data to accu-
rately determine the source of required assessments and to find the
opportunities to reduce the testing load on schools, teachers and
students. In addition, in the reporting section of title I (section
1111(d)(3)), the bill requires States and LEAs to inform families
and communities what assessments are required of students and
whether that requirement is Federal, State or local.

The committee sees significant value in providing additional
transparency in reporting. Thus the bill requires cross-tabulation of
data to be made publicly available regarding student academic per-
formance and graduation rates for each school, LEA and the State
for every combination of two of the subgroups described in sub-
section (a)(2)(B)(x), such that data for all permutations of two sub-
groups will be reported. States may, but will not be required to,
cross-tabulate performance data for permutations of three or more
subgroups.

Assessing English Learners

States must include in the academic assessment of reading or
language arts (using tests written in English) any student who has
attended school in the United States (not including Puerto Rico) for
3 or more consecutive school years. An LEA may, on an individual
basis, assess such students identified as English learners in a lan-
guage other than English for no more than 2 years, if such student
has not yet reached a level of English language proficiency suffi-
cient to yield valid and reliable information on what such a student
knows and can do on reading or language arts tests written in
English. Continuation of these policies will provide the information
neecclled to determine if English learners are college- and career-
ready.

Each State must also ensure that, by 2015-16, English learners
will be assessed for their level of English proficiency. English pro-
ficiency assessments must be aligned with the State’s English lan-
guage proficiency standards and reflect academic language nec-
esszry for students to graduate high school college- and career-
ready.

Alternate Assessments for Students With the Most Significant
Cognitive Disabilities

The committee has provided States with the option, in section
1111(a)(2)(E), to create alternate assessments to measure the aca-
demic proficiency of students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities on alternate academic achievement standards. Based on
research that indicates students with the most significant disabil-
ities comprise less than 0.6 percent of the student population, it is
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the intent of the committee that no more than 1 percent of all stu-
dents in an LEA and no more than 1 percent of the students in the
State would be assessed using alternate assessments. The com-
mittee recognizes that in some LEAs there are concentrations of
students with the most significant disabilities and this 1 percent
limitation does not extend to individual schools.

State-designed Accountability Systems

The committee intends for each State to design and implement
a single state-wide school, LEA, and State accountability system to
designate the effectiveness of each entity. The accountability sys-
tem must be able to differentiate the effectiveness of all schools
and LEAs in the State regarding the proficiency of students in
English language arts/reading, mathematics, and English language
proficiency, as well as student growth. For high schools, the ac-
countability systems must also be able to differentiate the effective-
ness of schools and LEAs regarding graduation rates. The account-
ability systems must be able to report results for the total student
population within a school, LEA or the State, as well as to
disaggregate the results for the subgroups of students by each
major racial and ethnic group, English proficiency status, disability
status, and economic status. Schools, LEAs and States must report
academic results for all subgroups with 15 or more students in a
subgroup.

Academic Growth

It is the intent of the committee to ensure that assessment of
student academic skills includes not only grade-level proficiency
but also student academic growth. State accountability systems
must be able to report the number and percentage of students
meeting or exceeding grade-level standards, the number and per-
centage of students below grade-level academic proficiency and
achieving sufficient academic growth, and the number and percent-
age of students below grade-level proficiency and not achieving suf-
ficient academic growth.

The committee has defined academic growth in order to acknowl-
edge the significant effort and accomplishment of the many edu-
cators throughout the country who provide high quality instruction
that significantly advances student academic achievement. A State
may define sufficient academic growth as achievement that will re-
sult in the student being grade-level proficient within 3 years,
being grade-level proficient within a grade space (i.e., 3-5, 6-8, 9—
12), or a similar rigorous definition negotiated between the State
and the Secretary.

Performance Targets

The committee recognizes that the single, one-size goal of NCLB
and the accompanying penalties were harmful to the ability of
schools to effectively serve all students. The committee, however, is
resolute that schools, LEAs and States must set ambitious goals
that include continuous, aggressive improvement in student aca-
demic proficiency. The committee knows that educators throughout
the country are working to instruct students so they are academi-
cally proficient. An essential part of the process of reaching pro-
ficiency is setting goals, tracking those goals, and adapting strate-
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gies and interventions from data collected to determine how effec-
tive a school, LEA and State is at meeting their goals.

Some educators and policymakers contend that transparency of
effectiveness is sufficient to ensure continuous improvement of ef-
fective academic instruction. The committee, however, believes that
goals for all groups of students, with a timeline, in combination
with transparency of effectiveness results in far better outcomes for
students, schools, and districts.

The committee, therefore, has required in this bill that all States
must set annual performance targets for schools, LEAs and the
State itself. The performance targets must apply to all subgroups
of students and must result in the same outcome for all students
within the same period of time. The performance targets must also
be ambitious, resulting in significant increases in the number and
percentage of students academically proficient in each subgroup.
The performance targets must include students’ grade-level pro-
ficiency, student academic growth, English language proficiency
and growth, and, for high schools, graduation rates. For the pur-
poses of the accountability system, no more than 1 percent of the
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities may be as-
sessed and their results considered in the accountability system
using the State’s alternate assessment.

States may choose to track and report other measures of aca-
demic effectiveness. The committee recognizes that such variables
as participation and achievement in Advanced Placement courses
or college enrollment rates can be useful measures of student suc-
cess, however, the variables of student proficiency, growth, gradua-
tion, and English proficiency are intended to be the primary meas-
ures of success of a school with students and all subgroups of stu-
dents.

States may choose their performance targets from one of three
categories. They may choose to continue the goals they have set in
their approved flexibility plans granted by the Department of Edu-
cation to allow relief from some of the provisions of NCLB. They
also may set performance targets based on all students achieving
academic proficiency to the level that the top 10 percent of their
students achieve during the first year of implementation of this
Act. Alternatively, States may choose to set their own performance
targets that are as ambitious as either of the first two options, and
must be negotiated with the Secretary.

State Plans

For any State wishing to receive title I, part A funds, a State
plan describing how the State and its LEAs will meet the require-
ments of this Act, and how the State will coordinate the activities
with related Federal programs, is required. The committee particu-
larly urges SEAs that provide funding for kindergarten to create a
plan to expand the availability of full-day kindergarten throughout
the State. Also as part of the plan, SEAs are urged to create a plan
to assist LEAs in identifying and serving students who are gifted
and talented.

The committee’s intent is for the first State plans to be sub-
mitted 1 year after enactment of this Act and every 4 years subse-
quent.
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Equitable Distribution

Research shows that teachers are the most important in-school
factor driving student achievement. The committee believes that
LEAs should do all they can to use data to address inequities in
teacher quality between schools. The committee strongly believes
that LEAs should be most concerned with the distribution of effec-
tive teachers across schools in order for all children to have access
to high quality instruction.

During the first year of the implementation of this Act, SEAs
must include in their State plans a process for ensuring equitable
distribution of effective teachers among all schools. Recognizing
that all SEAs will not have teacher evaluation systems in place,
SEAs may use other variables to substitute for teacher effective-
ness. These may include teacher qualifications, length of teacher
experience, and teacher subject certification. By the 2015-16 school
year, all SEAs must begin to use teacher evaluation data, as de-
scribed in title II, part B, to determine equitable distribution of ef-
fective teachers.

State Parent and Family Engagement Plan

The committee believes there is great value in the involvement
of parents in their children’s education. The committee bill (section
1111(c)) strengthens current law by expanding such involvement to
appropriate family members. This shift is intended to acknowledge
the role that non-custodial family members play in the life of a
child. States are required to develop a statewide parent and family
engagement strategy, which must prioritize increasing engagement
in high-need LEAs and schools. States are responsible for ensuring
coordination of parent and family engagement activities across the
State, including between the State and the State Advisory Council
on Early Childhood Education and Care described in the Head
Start Act and, as applicable, between the State and the Parent and
Family Information and Resource Center described in title IV, as
well as among the Federal, State, and local levels. The committee
is particularly interested in coordination between States and State
Advisory Councils on Early Childhood Education and Care, as
alignment of these activities is a key leverage point for increasing
school readiness among young children. Finally, States must pro-
vide technical assistance and professional development to high-
need LEAs regarding parent and family engagement.

ANNUAL STATE REPORT CARDS

One of the most important advances in accountability that was
the result of NCLB was the collection of data regarding student
academic proficiency and the requirement to report that data pub-
licly in a manner consumable by parents, families and the general
public. The committee whole-heartedly supports the continuation of
reporting student academic proficiency and believes the reporting
of other data will help hold States, LEAs and schools accountable
to their stakeholders and will ensure they are held accountable for
all students served.

SASA continues the data collection and reporting requirements
from NCLB and adds a number of significant requirements.
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Equity Report Card

Most significantly, SASA requires SEAs and LEAs to create an
“Equity Report Card” (ERC). This is intended to be an easily un-
derstandable report of key characteristics of a school or LEA that
can be compared among schools across a State in order to give par-
ents and family members the ability to determine which school
might be best for their children. The ERC must include five pieces
of information: student proficiency by subgroup, school funding by
sources, high school graduation rates, educational opportunities
available at a school (e.g., pre-kindergarten, International Bacca-
laureate programs), and school climate information. SEAs and
LEAs may choose to include other variables, however, these five
variables should be clearly identifiable to parents and families.

School Athletic Data

Through an amendment offered by Senator Murray, the com-
mittee has added the requirement for schools to report the re-
sources expended on athletics by gender. The committee’s intent is
that: (1) information on equipment shall include any equipment re-
placement schedule; (2) uniform information shall include any uni-
form replacement schedule; (3) facilities shall include medical fa-
cilities, locker rooms, fields, and gymnasiums; (4) total expendi-
tures for the team from all sources shall include school funds and
funds provided by any other entities, such as booster organizations;
(5) the employment status of coaches, trainers and medical per-
sonnel shall include whether such person is assigned to the team
full-time or part-time, and whether such person is a head or assist-
ant coach, trainer or medical services provider; and (6) the total
salary expenditures for coaches, the total number of coaches, and
for each coach an identification of such coach’s gender, employment
status (including whether such coach is assigned to the team full-
time or part-time, and whether such coach is a head or assistant
coach), and duties other than coaching, shall be collected. Salary is
only to include institutional pay.

Military-connected Student Data

Also by an amendment offered by Senator Murray, the committee
added collection of information regarding students who are mili-
tary-connected. The committee’s opinion is that this group of stu-
dents is often highly mobile and information about their enrollment
and outcomes is critical to serving them well. For the purposes of
the data collection and reporting, “military-connected students” are
defined as public school students with parents or guardians who
serve in the Active Duty, National Guard or Reserve Forces.

FEDERAL PARAMETERS FOR STATE-DESIGNED ACCOUNTABILITY
SYSTEMS

The committee recognizes that accountability systems that are
more tailored to the needs and strengths of States and LEAs may
be more successful at leveraging improvements in student achieve-
ment than the one-size-fits-all approach of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. However, it is important that in designing these systems
certain principles be maintained. The committee bill includes Fed-
eral parameters for State-designed accountability systems that
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offer flexibility while, at the same time, requiring States to set ex-
pectations for progress towards student college- and career-readi-
ness.

Included in these requirements are systems that are capable of
identifying schools not meeting subgroup performance targets,
schools that are under-performing for more than 3 years, and
schools that are the lowest achieving schools in the State in terms
of student academic proficiency and, for high schools, graduation
rate.

One problem with NCLB was its focus on schools that were
chronically underperforming at the expense of schools that may
have been performing well overall but were not serving one par-
ticular subgroup of students well. The committee intends for ac-
countability and consequences to be applied to all schools for all
subgroups, thus the requirement in section 1111(a)(3)(C) to create
performance targets for every subgroup in every school. Beginning
in the 2015-16 school year, every school not meeting its annual
performance target for a subgroup for 2 years in a row must, in
conjunction with its LEA, create a locally designed intervention to
improve student achievement in that subgroup. If the school con-
tinues to not meet performance targets in the same subgroup for
3 additional years the school must work with the SEA to improve
subgroup performance. The committee emphasizes that under-
performance of a subgroup at schools successful with the balance
of their students is a concern and must be addressed by the school,
the LEA and, ultimately, the SEA.

Priority Schools

Beginning in 2015-16, SASA requires SEAs to identify the
lowest achieving 5 percent of elementary schools in the State, the
lowest achieving 5 percent of secondary schools in the State, each
public high school with a graduation rate less than 60 percent, and
each school that has been a focus school for the previous 6 years.
LEAs must notify parents if their child’s school is identified as a
priority school. States must compile the list of priority schools and
make it publicly available. Schools that are identified as priority
have a 5-year period for turnaround. States may apply to the Sec-
retary for a waiver of the requirements for priority schools if they
determine that all schools are performing at a satisfactory level
based on student achievement and, at the high school level, grad-
uation rates.

This bill envisions LEAs playing a critical role in setting sup-
porting conditions for priority schools to improve. LEAs must con-
duct a needs analysis for each identified school. LEAs must collabo-
rate with parents, the community, teachers and other school per-
sonnel, and may work with an external partner, to determine
which school strategies to implement in each identified school.
LEAs must also implement a series of policies and practices to help
these schools succeed, such as providing school staff with profes-
sional development based on the needs analysis, conducting regular
teacher and principal evaluations, and providing time for collabora-
tion among instructional staff.

LEAs are also required to provide instructional staff with timely
access to student data and to use such data to implement a re-
search-based instructional program that analyzes student progress
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and performance and includes appropriate interventions for stu-
dents. Recognizing that some elementary schools may be low-per-
forming because students enter kindergarten below grade level and
may have trouble catching up, the bill requires that, in the case of
an elementary school with kindergarten entry, the needs analysis
specifically measure school readiness of entering students. If school
readiness is an issue, the LEA and school must coordinate with ap-
propriate early childhood education programs and develop a plan
to improve or expand early childhood options.

Focus Schools

SASA also requires SEAs to identify Focus schools, those schools
that are not priority schools and that are in the 10 percent of
schools with the greatest achievement gaps among subgroups. In
addition, focus schools will also be identified from non-priority
schools that are in the 10 percent of high schools with the greatest
graduation rate gaps among subgroups.

In order to address these gaps in student achievement and grad-
uation rates, the LEA, in accordance with the school, must develop
and implement a measurable, data-driven plan to improve student
outcomes.

The committee believes it is reasonable to expect a narrowing of
any identified achievement gap within a 3-year period. Therefore,
this bill puts additional pressure on LEAs that have not seen im-
provements by making any LEA with an achievement gap school
that has been identified for three consecutive years ineligible for
any priority, preference or special consideration for any grant,
subgrant or other ESEA-funded program.

Multi-Tier Systems of Support

The committee encourages States and LEAs to develop and adopt
the use of multi-tier systems of supports (MTSS) for students.
These are comprehensive systems of differentiated supports that
include evidenced-based instruction, universal screening, progress
monitoring, formative assessments, and research-based interven-
tions matched to student needs upon which educational decision-
making using student data can occur. The committee also encour-
ages the use of the principles of universal design for learning
(UDL) and school-wide positive behavioral interventions and sup-
ports (PBIS) to create positive conditions for learning. The use of
these approaches is beneficial for priority and focus schools as well
as for schools not meeting the performance targets for subgroups
of students.

State Reservation for School Improvement

To build State and LEA capacity for turning around low-per-
forming schools, this bill allows the flexibility for States to continue
to reserve up to 4 percent of their title I, part A, funds to carry
out State and LEA responsibilities under section 1116. Ninety-five
percent of the reserved amount must be used to carry out school
improvement, either through subgrants or, with an LEA’s agree-
ment, directly by the State.
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Public School Choice

In order to provide families with access to high quality education
for their children, LEAs must provide students enrolled in priority
schools with the option to transfer to another public school oper-
ated by the LEA, unless such an option is prohibited by State law.
LEAs must provide this option not later than 3 months before the
first day of the school year following identification. LEAs must also
give transfer priority to the lowest achieving children from low-in-
come families.

Transferring students must be enrolled in classes and other ac-
tivities in the same manner as all other children at the public
school. LEAs must allow a child who transfers to another public
school to remain in that school until the child has completed the
highest grade in such school.

School Improvement Strategies

The committee is sensitive to complaints about the prescriptive
nature of the accountability provisions in the No Child Left Behind
law. The committee also recognizes that the strict one-size-fits-all
approach that was represented by AYP provisions has not led to
improvement in many identified schools, particularly as the num-
ber of identified schools increase as the 2014 proficiency deadline
approaches. To address these concerns, the committee bill focuses
the federally prescribed interventions only for priority schools. The
committee believes these schools are in need of significant change
because many of them have been failing to improve student
achievement for decades. To improve student achievement in
schools identified as priority schools, the committee bill requires
LEAs to implement an evidenced-based turnaround strategy in
each identified school. To address many of the concerns the com-
mittee has heard about requiring specific models, including those
models currently in place under guidance for the School Improve-
ment Grant (SIG) program, the bill provides LEAs multiple models
from which to select, including flexibility for rural LEAs. It also
adds a set of LEA-level requirements to make the success of the
strategies more likely. The six improvement strategies include:

Transformation Strategy: The transformation strategy requires
LEAs to replace the principal (if the principal has served in that
role for more than 2 years) with a principal who has a record of
success in increasing student achievement, or with a principal who
is specially trained in turning around low-performing schools. This
element is shared with the strategic-staffing and turnaround mod-
els. The committee believes that staff working in priority schools
must be committed to implementation of the transformation strat-
egy. Therefore, under this strategy, existing instructional and
school leadership staff must reapply for their positions, and all in-
structional and school leadership staff hiring must be done at the
school through mutual consent for at least the duration of the 5-
year turnaround period. The term “mutual consent” means a proc-
ess through which the principal or hiring team and the instruc-
tional staff member or school leadership staff member agree to the
placement at a school. The principal or hiring team must be per-
mitted to select instructional and school leadership staff for the
school from an unrestricted pool of internal and external can-
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didates based on an assessment of the qualifications of the indi-
vidual candidates.

Turnaround Strategy: This strategy also recognizes the impor-
tance of human capital in turning around priority schools. As in
the transformation and strategic staffing models, it requires that
the school replace the principal (if the principal has served in that
role for more than 2 years) with a principal who has demonstrated
a record of success in increasing student achievement or is spe-
cially trained in turning around low-performing schools. It also re-
quires that all of the teachers in the school be determined to be ef-
fective instructors and that not more than 65 percent be retained.

Whole School Reform Strategy: The whole school reform strategy
requires the implementation of an evidence-based strategy that en-
sures whole school reform. It must include a partnership with a
strategy developer offering a school reform program that has dem-
onstrated at least a moderate level of evidence, as shown by more
than one well-designed or well-implemented experimental or quasi-
experimental study, and demonstrated that the program will have
a statistically significant effect on student outcomes. The com-
mittee expects the Department of Education to determine which
strategies meet these requirements, which could include use of the
What Works Clearinghouse. The committee recognizes that a lim-
ited number of models have achieved this level of evidence, but
hopes that strategy developers will begin to undertake the evalua-
tion necessary for their reforms to qualify.

Restart Strategy: Under the restart strategy, priority schools
must convert to a charter, innovative, or magnet school. The com-
mittee believes that providing LEAs with the opportunity to con-
vert a priority school to a magnet school or to create a new, innova-
tive school, particularly in States that do not have charter school
laws, provides additional flexibility to LEAs. In fact, schools in
Lansing, MI; Cambridge, MA; Fort Meyers, FL; and Clark County,
NV have improved performance in struggling schools by converting
those schools into magnet schools. Schools that are converted to
charter schools must work in partnership with a nonprofit charter
school operator, a nonprofit charter management organization, or a
nonprofit education management organization that has a dem-
onstrated record of improving student achievement for students
similar to those served by the school.

The committee recognizes that restarting a school is disruptive
for students enrolled in the school that is being converted and be-
lieves LEAs must prioritize the learning needs of the students in
these schools. Therefore, LEAs that implement the restart strategy
must ensure that the new school serves the same grade levels as
the original school and enrolls any former student of the original
school who wishes to attend. Additional students would be admit-
ted by a random lottery system if more students apply for admis-
sion than can be accommodated.

School Closure Strategy: The school closure strategy requires
LEAs to close the priority school and enroll the students in other
schools, which may include charter schools that are within reason-
able proximity to the closed school. The committee expects LEAs to
enroll these students in high-performing schools not schools slight-
ly better than the closed school.
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Department of Education-Approved Strategy: In recognition that
there may be State level circumstances that influence the ability to
turnaround school performance, the committee crafted SASA to
allow States to offer a school improvement strategy for priority
schools that is both evidence-based and has been approved by the
Department of Education. The committee expects the Department
of Education to approve only comprehensive evidence-based models
that include a combination of key elements. The committee’s intent
is that this model cannot be used for the provision of private-school
vouchers.

Improvement in Priority Schools

The committee recognizes that some priority schools will improve
at a faster rate than others. States may want the flexibility to shift
resources among schools during the identification period. Therefore,
SASA provides that, at any time during the 5-year period, schools
that have improved sufficiently would not continue to be identified
by the State as a priority school. These schools may continue to re-
ceive such grant funds as are necessary for the full period of the
grant so that these improvements can be sustained. However, the
committee believes that schools that continue to be classified as a
priority school after 3 years must implement the restart or school-
closure strategy to ensure significant change in governance. A
waiver can be obtained from the Secretary if the community con-
ducts a needs assessment and determines a model different from
closure or restart is likely to improve academic achievements at the
school.

Professional Development Activity Reports

The committee recognizes the vast amount of excellent interven-
tion work that is taking place in schools throughout the country.
In order to collect and disseminate information regarding effective
school improvement practices, SASA requires that LEAs collect in-
formation about how title II, part A professional development funds
are used to improve school performance in priority schools that do
not receive School Improvement Grants, and the outcomes from the
practices. SEAs are required to disseminate these practices in order
for all schools to benefit from the investment of professional devel-
opment funds.

School Improvement Funds

The committee bill continues to support priority schools from two
different sources—authorization of the School Improvement Grant
(SIG) program and the required 4-percent set aside from title I,
part A, funds at the State level for technical assistance and support
for LEAs. Entities that may receive grant funds from the SIG in-
clude a State, a LEA that receives funds under this part and serves
at least one eligible school, a consortium of such LEAs, or an edu-
cational service agency that serves at least one LEA.

States that receive school improvement funds must use 95 per-
cent of these funds to carry out school improvement activities for
eligible schools by either (1) awarding subgrants, on a competitive
basis, to eligible entities for these activities; or (2) if the State
chooses and the LEA agrees, directly providing the activities to the
eligible school and LEA, or arranging for other entities to provide
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such activities to the school. Subgrants are awarded for a 5-year
period.

LEAs must meet certain key conditions in order to receive funds.
They must demonstrate that they have:

e adopted human-resource policies that prioritize the recruit-
ment, retention, and placement of effective staff in eligible schools;

¢ ensured that eligible schools have access to resources to imple-
ment the school improvement strategies described above;

¢ identified opportunities to reduce duplication, increase effi-
ciency, and assist eligible schools in complying with reporting re-
quirements of State and Federal programs;

o facilitated alignment and coordination between early childhood
education and care programs and services serving students who
will attend eligible schools that are elementary schools; and

e developed an early warning indicator system that monitors
school-level data, and alerts the eligible school when a student in-
dicates slowed progress toward high school graduation, so that the
school can provide appropriate student interventions.

Regarding the early warning indicator system, research has
shown that before actually dropping out, most students at risk
send strong “signals” that they are having trouble in school. One
study found that almost half of dropouts sent “warning signals” as
early as sixth grade. These signals can be found in standard data
that LEAs keep on their students.

States may withhold funds from schools for the final 2-year pe-
riod if they have not made progress on “leading indicators.” This
new definition of “leading indicators” highlights the importance of
academic indicators (other than test scores) and school climate
issues. Tracking leading indicators is important because improving
student outcomes and closing achievement gaps takes time, and
these data can therefore serve as intermediate measures of school
improvement before the results show up in indicators like student
test scores.

Blue Ribbon Schools

The committee believes that it is important for States to have the
opportunity to identify and reward schools that are top performers.
This bill allows States to identify Blue Ribbon Schools as the top
5 percent of the State’s public elementary schools and secondary
schools based on the percentage of students who are on track to
college- and career-readiness for English or language arts, and
mathematics and, in the case of high schools, the school’s gradua-
tion rate. States must also look at the performance of student sub-
groups and, if the State chooses to measure student growth, the
percentage of students attaining growth, and school gains. Schools
identified as persistently low-achieving schools and achievement
gap schools cannot be identified as Blue Ribbon Schools. States
may reserve up to one-half percent of their title I, part A, funds
to distribute rewards, on a competitive basis, to LEAs that serve
one or more Blue Ribbon Schools so that the LEA may provide
awards to such schools.

In addition to the possible financial reward, States must provide
Blue Ribbon Schools with increased autonomy over the school’s
budget, staffing, and time, and allow each blue ribbon school to
have flexibility in the use of any funds provided to the school under
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this Act for any purpose allowed under this Act, consistent with
civil rights laws. LEAs must agree to use the award funds to im-
prove student achievement and provide technical assistance to the
lowest-achieving schools in the State that have characteristics simi-
lar to the Blue Ribbon School.

Centers of Excellence for Early Childhood Education

The committee recognizes the critical importance that high-qual-
ity early childhood education programs can play in the healthy cog-
nitive, physical, social, and emotional development of children.
SASA authorizes a new program, similar to one authorized in the
Head Start Act, which recognizes and rewards early childhood edu-
cation programs that have a demonstrated track record of pre-
paring children for kindergarten. This program asks the Nation’s
governors to nominate outstanding early childhood education pro-
grams for grants distributed by the Secretary that can be used by
programs to expand their reach in the community, and to provide
technical assistance and dissemination of best practices to other
early childhood education programs in its area and the State.

Green Ribbon Schools

SASA also creates a new category of recognition for exemplary
schools by allowing the Secretary to set criteria for outstanding
performance in such areas as reducing environmental impact, im-
proving student and personnel health and wellness, and providing
sustainability education. The Secretary may also establish an
award program recognizing excellence in classified school employ-
ees.

PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

The committee bill envisions several key changes to the provi-
sions of section 1118, relating to parent and family engagement.
The lens of current law is expanded to encompass family members,
in addition to parents and those who act in loco parentis. This
change is intended to acknowledge the role that non-custodial fam-
ily members play in the life of a child, and to encourage LEAs to
strategically engage these adults. The bill includes requirements
for LEAs to collaborate with community-based organizations, em-
ployers, and other entities in the development and implementation
of parent and family engagement strategies, and for parent and
family engagement compacts to describe outreach to community
stakeholders. These changes recognize research on the critical role
that non-custodial family members, mentors, and other caring
adults can play in the positive development of children, and espe-
cially children from low-income and minority communities.

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHER DEFINITION

This bill includes a revised definition of a highly qualified teach-
er which codifies existing flexibility for certain types of teachers so
that LEAs can effectively staff their schools. The definition incor-
porates existing regulations that make clear that a teacher enrolled
in an alternate route to certification program is considered highly
qualified, as long as the teacher has passed the State subject mat-
ter certification or licensure test; is making satisfactory progress
towards obtaining full certification within 3 years; and is partici-
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pating in a high-quality, State-approved teacher preparation pro-
gram.

The definition also provides flexibility for teachers in rural areas
who teach multiple subjects, allowing them to be considered highly
qualified if they have met the definition for at least one core aca-
demic subject and become highly qualified in the additional sub-
jects within 3 years. The definition clarifies that a science teacher
who holds a broad field science or an individual field science certifi-
cation or licensure can be deemed by the State as highly qualified.
The definition also aligns the definition of a highly qualified special
education teacher with the definition included in the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

The committee also provides a special rule for small, rural, and
remote schools so that teachers in these schools are permitted to
meet the highly qualified teacher requirement through distance
learning and team teaching. The off-site teacher must be highly
qualified in the subject being taught, be responsible for 50 percent
of direct instruction, monitoring student progress, and assigning
students’ grades. The on-site teacher must be highly qualified in at
least one other subject, must be present in the classroom through-
out the period of distance learning, and must provide instructional
support.

SASA also recognizes certain very specialized instruction and ex-
empts those teachers from meeting the highly qualified teacher def-
inition. These exemptions are:

e A teacher of Native American, Alaska Native, or Native Ha-
waiian language or culture, whether the teacher is teaching on a
permanent, part-time, or occasional basis; and

e A teacher who is a Native elder or other authority on Amer-
ican Indian, Alaska Native, or Native Hawaiian history who pro-
Eides instruction in such subject, whether on a periodic or one-time

asis.

A teacher may also be considered highly qualified if the teacher
is a participant in an exchange visitor program.

Finally, the committee signals its strong belief that teacher effec-
tiveness is paramount by allowing States to deem teachers with
high ratings under a rigorous teacher evaluation system to be con-
sidered highly qualified.

FISCAL REQUIREMENTS AND COMPARABILITY

The original intent of title I was to provide additional resources
to States and LEAs for the education of disadvantaged children. In
order to meet that intent, the law has required State and local
funds be spent comparably between title I and non-title I schools,
so that Federal dollars are supplementary.

To ensure this comparability of resource expenditure is taking
place, SASA requires LEAs to use actual teacher salaries when cal-
culating the resources expended at a given school. This provision
of SASA closes a long-time “loophole” in the comparability require-
ments where average teacher salaries were used instead of actual
teacher salaries. The committee recognizes that there is research
that indicates significant disparities in spending between title I
and non-title I schools. The committee’s intent in section 1120 is
to ensure title I dollars are provided to schools with concentrated
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poverty as a supplement to a comparable allocation of State and
local funds. This will ensure that taxpayer dollars serve the stu-
dents for whom they are intended. In addition, the accounting of
real per-pupil expenditures will increase transparency about the al-
location of resources. The committee expects this data to be acces-
sible to parents, taxpayers, LEAs, States and policymakers at all
levels of government. Recognizing that States and LEAs will need
time to put the appropriate fiscal mechanisms and data systems in
place for school level expenditures and other data to be reported ac-
curately, LEAs will not be required to comply with these changes
until the 2015-16 school year.

In closing the so-called comparability loophole, the committee’s
intent is not to require LEAs to transfer school personnel in order
to comply with the comparability requirement. The comparability
provisions require that title I schools do not have fewer total State
and local resources than the average of non-title I schools in a
LEA. LEAs must consider all resources, not just salaries.

COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS

Similar to current law, the committee bill encourages LEAs to co-
ordinate with early childhood education and care programs and
providers, including Head Start agencies and providers of services
under Part C of IDEA, on a variety of matters. Activities identified
include transfer of records, with parental consent, from early child-
hood education and care programs to local schools; ongoing commu-
nication between early childhood education and care program staff
and school staff for the purpose of ensuring developmentally appro-
priate instruction and shared expectations; joint training opportu-
nities for early childhood education and care program staff and
school staff; the development of transition procedures to improve
school readiness for children; and parent-education efforts that
help parents of young children understand the expectations of, and
services offered by, the school in which their child will enroll.

EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY

It is the committee’s view that the development and implementa-
tion of education technology programs and activities continue to be
important allowable uses of title I funds. While technology can
never replace effective teachers, the committee believes that edu-
cational technology can help provide differentiated instruction and
personalized learning to meet each student’s unique needs; engag-
ing and updated content; timely information that educators can use
to improve instruction and decisionmaking; enhanced parental en-
gagement through the provision of online information; and access
to courses often not otherwise available.

Therefore, the committee supports States, LEAs, and schools that
choose to use title I program funds for technology and digital learn-
ing to best meet title I program goals and requirements.

Grants for State Assessments

The committee recognizes that the requirement of the new state-
wide accountability and assessments systems will be significant for
States.
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Therefore, a one-time doubling of funds for States to use to im-
prove their assessment systems has been provided as described in
section 1141.

TITLE I, PART B: PATHWAYS TO COLLEGE

Subpart 1: Secondary School Reform

The committee recognizes that in today’s increasingly global
economy, it is critical that students graduate from high school pre-
pared and ready to succeed in college and the workforce. Unfortu-
nately, many of our Nation’s high school students do not graduate
on time, or do not graduate at all. Additionally, low-income and mi-
nority students graduate at significantly lower rates than their
peers. The Pathways to College Program supports the implementa-
tion of innovative and effective secondary school reforms both LEA-
wide and in high schools with graduation rates below 75 percent
that do not receive SIG funds. The bill requires grant applicants
to implement reform strategies in the feeder middle schools serving
these high schools because the committee recognizes that many of
the issues facing at-risk youth begin in middle school.

The committee intends the definition of “Competency-based
learning model” be aligned with the following principles of com-
petency-based education: (1) Students advance upon mastery; (2)
Competencies include explicit, measurable, transferable learning
objectives that empower students; (3) Assessment is meaningful
and a positive learning experience for students; (4) Students re-
ceive timely, differentiated support based on their individual learn-
ing needs; and (5) Learning outcomes emphasize competencies that
include application and creation of knowledge, along with the de-
velopment of important analytical skills. In addition, grantees shall
include a plan to ensure that the practices implemented meet these
principles of competency-based learning.

The committee recognizes that some local educational agencies
allow all students in a LEA the choice between which public high
school they wish to attend upon matriculating from an elementary
or middle school. In the case where a majority of the students at
an elementary school or middle school do not go on to attend any
single high school in the LEA, the committee intends for the defini-
tion of “feeder middle school” to be interpreted as an elementary
or secondary school where a cumulative majority of students in the
schxol go on to attend any of the eligible secondary schools in the
LEA.

The committee also intends that high schools in receipt of Sec-
ondary School Reform Grants that offer dual-enrollment
coursework must offer such coursework free of charge to low-in-
come students.

Subpart 2: Accelerated Learning

The committee bill maintains support for Advanced Placement
(AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, while also pro-
viding more options for States and LEAs in achieving the goals of
access to college-level coursework for low-income students. Changes
to the definition of an AP or IB examination would allow States
and localities the option to choose another evidence-based program
model that increases student access to rigorous courses in core aca-
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demic subjects, is benchmarked to college readiness, provides
aligned end-of-course assessments, and includes educator resources
to improve instruction.

The committee bill incorporates language enacted by Congress in
the America COMPETES Act of 2007 and maintained in the reau-
thorization of that Act in 2010. With these provisions, Congress has
already acknowledged much advancement from evidence-based pro-
gram models showing large increases in academic success for stu-
dents who had access to rigorous high school core courses
benchmarked to college readiness. The language in the committee
bill is intended to provide more students with the opportunity for
achieving college-readiness through rigorous courses than is pro-
vided in current law.

TITLE II: SUPPORTING TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL EXCELLENCE, CONTIN-
UOUS IMPROVEMENT, AND SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS

Professional Growth and Improvement

The committee feels strongly that the Federal focus should shift
from teacher qualifications to teacher effectiveness. Teacher and
principal evaluation systems are key to improving teaching practice
and student learning and can be linked back to teacher preparation
programs so that LEAs can make better decisions about which pro-
grams they partner with to hire teachers. The committee also feels
strongly that such systems should be grounded in helping edu-
cators improve their instruction, through improved professional de-
velopment. As such, the bill requires districts to develop profes-
sional growth and improvement systems that include teacher and
principal evaluations based on a set of limited, but critical, param-
eters, as well as professional development aimed at addressing de-
ficiencies identified through evaluations. These evaluation systems
must provide meaningful feedback to teachers and principals; es-
tablish multiple categories of teacher and principal performance;
evaluate teachers regularly using multiple measures; be regularly
reviewed to ensure that they provide meaningful differentiation;
and include training for evaluators. Evaluations must be based on
academic achievement and growth, classroom observations, and
other measures that inform teacher performance (for teachers) and
on academic achievement and growth, instructional leadership,
and, if districts choose, other measures of principal performance
(for principals). The evaluation systems must be able to provide
meaningful feedback to teachers and principals in a timely manner
and provide data to inform decisions about professional develop-
ment activities. These parameters are critical to efficient teacher
and principal evaluation systems, and the committee believes the
Federal Government must promote alignment to these parameters.

The committee is aware that many States and LEAs have al-
ready developed systems either on their own or as a requirement
of a Federal grant or ESEA flexibility applications (aka, “waivers”).
It is important to the committee that, where possible, this bill does
not alter the hard work already conducted by States in this arena.
As such, States and LEAs with systems approved by the U.S. De-
partment of Education are not required to alter the components of
their current teacher and principal evaluation systems. Addition-
ally, it is the committee’s intention that the implementation of new
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systems does not alter the rights and remedies secured by edu-
cators through their local collective bargaining agreements.

The committee believes strongly that incentivizing States and
LEAs to implement robust teacher and principal evaluation sys-
tems tied to professional development is one of the most important
policies in this bill that will improve teaching and school leadership
across the country and lead to better student outcomes.

Uses of Funds

The bill makes several important changes to title II, part A,
which has historically been used by LEAs for professional develop-
ment and to provide schools with additional teachers.

The bill, for the first time, requires LEAs to use some of their
title II-A funds for professional development and specifically re-
quires LEAs to spend 20 percent of their money to provide profes-
sional development in the lowest performing schools. Additionally,
the bill includes a definition of professional development that will
drive better investments in this area. By including a tighter defini-
tion, this bill will help ensure that Federal funds will be expended
on professional development that will improve teaching practice
and student learning. Districts will conduct professional develop-
ment activities that are evidence-based and aligned with the re-
sults of evaluations in order to improve student academic achieve-
ment and increase students’ abilities to meet college- and career-
ready standards. The committee also intends for LEAs to collabo-
rate with local early childhood programs and has allowed for early
childhood educators to be included in LEA professional develop-
ment activities.

This bill otherwise streamlines the list of allowable activities in
title II, part A, intentionally limiting them to activities that are
likely to have the greatest positive impact on teaching and learn-
ing. For example, for the first time, developing and implementing
evaluation systems is included as one of the high-impact activities
that LEAs may fund using title II dollars. In not making this a re-
quired use of funds, the committee recognizes that LEAs may al-
ready be using Federal and State resources to conduct this work.

The bill also sets parameters on how LEAs may use these funds
for class-size reduction. If LEAs choose to use funds to hire addi-
tional teachers to reduce class sizes, these teachers must teach in
the early grades (kindergarten to third) and class sizes must be re-
duced to a size where research has proven that students will ben-
efit. The largest and most rigorous class size study, the Tennessee
Student Teacher Achievement Ratio, or STAR experiment, dem-
onstrated that reducing class sizes in kindergarten through third
grade to between 13 and 17 students led to statistically significant
student achievement gains, and that these gains were more pro-
nounced for minority and economically disadvantaged students.
Followup studies showed that these gains persisted for students
who had attended smaller classes.

This committee wishes to emphasize the importance of equity
and ensuring that students have access to effective teachers. States
and LEAs are encouraged to use their title II, part A, funds to ad-
dress any inequities that may exist in the distribution of teachers
based on their qualifications and, where information is available,
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on their effectiveness at producing positive academic outcomes for
students.

The committee also recognizes the significance of high-quality
mentoring for new teachers and principals. Title II, part A, in-
cludes a definition to ensure that funds spent for this purpose will
support strong mentoring programs and practices. Mentoring is es-
sential to retaining teachers as their decisions to remain in teach-
ing are often affected by the quality of the support teachers receive
in their first years. And, as teacher evaluation systems continue to
develop, LEAs can use title II, part A funds to focus their efforts
on retaining top performers.

Other allowable activities include establishing beginning teacher
induction programs, creating career ladders, increasing teacher ca-
pacity to evaluate student work, and recruiting teachers for high-
need schools and subject areas.

The committee also intends that States and LEAs have the flexi-
bility to identify their local teaching and learning needs and use
Federal funds accordingly. In keeping with this intent, high-need
subjects such as “mathematics” and “science” may be defined to in-
clude other STEM-related subjects, such as computer science, engi-
neering and other related subjects.

Training Academies

The bill also allows participating States to set aside 1 percent of
their title II, part A funds to support the creation and oversight of
teacher and principal training academies. These academies must be
rigorously selective in who they admit, emphasize clinical training
methods to prepare teachers and principals, and tie graduation to
improving student academic achievement. In return for accepting
this level of accountability, academies will be free from burden-
some, input-based regulations. States will be required to establish
a special entity to oversee teacher and principal training academies
that has the authority to shut down low-performing programs.

Principals

Extensive research shows that school leadership is second only to
teacher quality among school-related factors that influence student
achievement. While teacher quality has the greatest impact on
achievement, principal quality determines whether schools can at-
tract and retain effective teachers. Historically, States and LEAs
have used very little of their title II, part A, funds to support the
professional development or training of principals. As such, the bill
ensures that of the 2 percent to 5 percent States set-aside for
State-level activities, the improvement of principal performance is
among the few activities in which a State must invest. In recogni-
tion of the importance of school leadership, the committee also in-
cludes support for principals as one of the activities that LEAs may
direct their title II, part A, funds towards. Effective principals are
critical to attracting and retaining effective teachers in schools,
particularly those serving the most disadvantaged students. LEAs
need to do as much as possible to get strong leaders into these
schools, and Federal funds can help in this regard.

Additionally, the bill creates the Principal Recruitment and
Training Program as subpart 5 of title II, part A, to recruit, train
and support principals in schools that are high-need, persistently
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low-achieving, achievement gap, or rural schools. This program re-
places the current school leadership program. The Principal Path-
ways program improves upon current law by focusing on recruit-
ment and training practices that have been demonstrated to
strengthen school leadership.

The new program improves the rigor of the application process
for school leadership grants. There is a priority for entities that
have a record of success in preparing principals who go on to im-
prove student outcomes in eligible schools. In addition, the program
increases the accountability of grantees for achieving results.
Grantees will compete to renew their grants and scale up their ef-
forts based on their record of improving student outcomes. Grant-
ees will also use data on the performance of their programs for con-
tinuous improvement.

The committee also recognizes that it is essential to build the
leadership capacity necessary to turn around persistently low-
achieving schools. The program will establish a school turnaround
leadership academy with a focus on recruitment, training, place-
ment and support of leaders specifically focused on turning around
persistently low-achieving schools and dissemination of research
and information on effective school turnaround leadership.

Teacher Pathways to the Classroom

Title II, part B of the committee bill replaces the Transitions to
Teaching program, which was targeted at programs preparing al-
ternate route teachers, with the Teacher Pathways to the Class-
room program, which no longer focuses on how teachers enter the
classroom, but rather improving their effectiveness in teaching stu-
dents. The most recent research indicates that the pathways to the
classroom, whether it is a traditional, alternate route or residency
model, are not predictive of the teachers’ success in the classroom.
What matters is the quality of the preparation program. A 2009
randomized study by Mathematica Policy Research found no statis-
tically significant difference in performance between students of
teachers prepared through alternate routes compared to those pre-
pared through traditional routes to teaching.

Given this research, the committee believes that Federal funding
should be provided to teacher preparation programs based on the
quality of the teaching candidates it produces, as opposed to the
characteristics of the teaching program itself. The competitive
grant program in this bill allows high-performing teacher prepara-
tion programs to compete for Federal funding to recruit and train
new teachers in high-need subjects and fields to teach in high-need
schools. High-quality traditional route programs will be able to
compete on equal footing with alternate route programs with prov-
en records of success, such as Teach for America and the Teaching
Fellows programs operated by The New Teacher Project, as well as
teacher residency programs with a strong record of producing can-
didates that increase student achievement.

Teacher of High-need Subjects

The committee intends, in section 2201(b)(2), that States and
LEAs have the flexibility to identify their local teaching and learn-
ing needs and use Federal funds accordingly. In defining mathe-
matics and science as high-need subjects, the committee intends to
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include other STEM-related subjects, such as computer science, en-
gineering and other related subjects.

Teacher Incentive Fund Program

The committee bill authorizes the Teacher Incentive Fund (TIF),
a program that was first authorized in 2006 through Title V, Part
D of the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act. However, the
committee makes a number of important changes to the program.
The TIF program currently provides grants to States and LEAs to
develop or improve performance-based compensation systems for
teachers and principals. As an authorized program in ESEA, TIF
will provide competitive grants to States and districts to develop,
implement, improve, or expand strategies, including performance-
based incentives, to increase the number of highly-effective teach-
ers and principals in high-need schools. Priority will be given to
grantees who target placing highly-effective teachers and principals
in priority schools or who have already developed a professional
growth and improvement system, as described in title II, part A.
The committee strongly believes that the TIF program, as a com-
petitive grant program, can lead the way in driving improvements
in distributing effective teachers across States and LEAs and that
using data gleaned from sound evaluation systems for the distribu-
tion of the most effective educators, is the obvious next step in our
attempt to close the achievement gap and ensure equal educational
opportunities for all students.

Education Technology

The committee maintains that professional development about
and through technology is helpful in meeting the goal of college-
and career-readiness for students. Therefore, the committee encour-
ages States, LEAs, schools, and other entities involved in the prep-
aration and professional development of educators to ensure teach-
ers and administrators have the knowledge and skills to effectively
use technology and digital resources to improve teaching, learning,
and administration.

TITLE III: LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION AND ACADEMIC CONTENT
INSTRUCTION FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS AND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS

The changes reflected in title III are designed to better leverage
funds to supplement the use of evidenced-based programs and
practices, including professional development, to support the acqui-
sition of English and the ability for English learners to graduate
college- and career-ready. Key reforms include updating the for-
mula used to allocate resources to more accurately provide re-
sources to the school and LEAs serving English learners; requiring
States to maintain existing investments in educational supports for
English learners; and calling attention to long-term English learn-
ers to ensure that underserved students receive additional instruc-
tional supports. In order to allow for better service delivery to stu-
dents at all levels of English proficiency, States and LEAs are en-
couraged to continue to monitor the progress of English learners
throughout their school careers, including early childhood edu-
cation and care settings, and recognize the developmental nature
of second language acquisition.
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States are no longer required to assess progress according to es-
tablished annual measurable achievement objectives, but they are
still responsible for ensuring that English learners attain English
proficiency and find ways to demonstrate such proficiency in core
academic subjects.

This title also authorizes national projects, including partner-
ships to support the pursuit of advanced degrees for individuals
and in fields that will support improved quality and increased ac-
cess to programs designed to support the learning and development
of English learners. It is the intent of these strategies to support
capacity building efforts to identify and better disseminate effective
i%‘crategies for supporting the learning and development of English
earners.

Local Plans

The committee bill recognizes the importance of well-developed
local plans for implementing supports for English learners. The
committee especially emphasizes the importance of creating strong
community and family engagement to serve English learners. Be-
cause of limited resources, the committee emphasizes that local
plans should target funds to schools with the highest need. Local
plans should also ensure that all teachers of English learners are
fluent (i.e., written and oral communication skills) in the language
of instruction.

State Activities

The committee intends for States to support LEAs and therefore,
SEAs may use up to 10 percent of their grant allotment, to conduct
activities that will assist LEAs to better serve English learners.

Local Evaluation and Accountability

The committee bill describes in section 3121, the evaluation re-
quirements for eligible entities that receive a subgrant from a State
educational agency. An entity must provide an evaluation to the
agency at the conclusion of every second fiscal year during the life-
time of a subgrant. The evaluation format is prescribed by the
agency, and includes a description of the following items: programs
and activities conducted with funds; progress made by English lan-
guage learners as measured by State English language proficiency
assessments; the number and percentage of children in programs
and activities who meet the established target; and progress made
by former English learners in meeting college- and career-ready
academic content standards.

The evaluation is to be used by the entity and the State edu-
cational agency to determine program and activity effectiveness, to
identify and inform potential improvement processes, and to ulti-
mately determine award of continuation funding for specific pro-
grams or activities. The evaluation must provide information re-
garding program and activity enrollment, as well as any other re-
quired information by the State. The report must include the per-
centage of children with respect to the English proficiency progress,
transition to classrooms not tailored to English learners, attain-
ment of college- and career-ready standards, and finally, those not
exempted from the State reading or language arts academic assess-
ment. A State must approve any evaluation measures that are de-
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signed to assess progress in attaining English proficiency, in meet-
ing college- and career-ready student academic achievement stand-
ards, and progress in meeting the annual State performance tar-
gets.

On an annual basis, each entity and State educational agency
must establish agreed upon performance targets for the percentage
of English learners who are making progress in achieving pro-
ficiency not more than 5 years after identification as an English
learner. In the case of a student who will graduate from secondary
school in less than 5 years, the student would not be counted as
a graduating student in the local educational agency’s graduation
rate calculation. If an entity fails to meet the local performance tar-
gets, the State educational agency must require the entity to de-
velop and implement an improvement plan. The State educational
agency must provide technical assistance to the entity during this
time. If the entity fails to meet the local performance targets 1 year
after identified as being in need of improvement, the State edu-
cational agency must identify the entity as needing State support
and require the entity to develop and implement a plan to modify
the existing curriculum, program and method of instruction. The
entity must submit this plan for State approval. If, 1 year after
being identified as needing State support, the entity again fails to
meet performance targets, the State educational agency must iden-
tify the entity as in need of State action. The State educational
agency must then manage the subgrant funds and programs for 4
years, or until the local performance target is reached. After 4
years—or after the goal is reached, if sooner than 4 years—the
State educational agency institutes a 2-year probationary period. If
the entity fails to meet the local performance target at any time
during this period, the State educational agency must manage the
subgr(‘iant funds and programs for the duration of the probationary
period.

State Accountability

The committee bill describes in section 3122 the accountability
measures for States, particularly in regards to State performance
targets. Each State educational agency must establish a State per-
formance target for the percentage of English learners served by
the State who are making progress in achieving English proficiency
not more than 5 years after being identified as an English learner.
State performance targets are subject to approval by the Secretary.
Each State educational agency is responsible for ensuring that local
performance targets result in overall achievement of the State’s
performance target.

If a State educational agency fails to meet the performance tar-
get for 2 consecutive years, the Secretary must require the State
to develop and implement an improvement plan. The Secretary
must provide technical assistance to the State educational agency
during the development and implementation of the improvement
plan. If a State educational agency fails to meet the performance
target for 4 consecutive years, the Secretary must require modifica-
tion of the State plan and methods of instruction. Additionally, the
Secretary must require a State educational agency to identify low-
performing local educational agencies and then develop and imple-
ment a plan to partner low-performing local educational agencies
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with high-performing local educational agencies. This would entail
reallocation of any grant funding that would have been distributed
to the low-performing local educational agency, to the high-per-
forming partner local educational agency. In the case of a student
who will graduate from secondary school in less than 5 years, the
student would not be counted as a graduating student in the local
educational agency’s graduation rate calculation.

Reporting Requirements

The committee bill describes in section 3123 the reporting re-
quirements for State educational agencies, as well as the U.S. De-
partment of Education. Each State educational agency that re-
ceives assistance must provide an annual report to the Secretary
that includes information on the following four areas: progress in
the development and implementation of English language pro-
ficiency standards; student progress in achievement of English lan-
guage proficiency; a description of State programs and activities;
and the effectiveness of such programs and activities as related to
improving the education provided to English learners.

Every 2 years, the Secretary must submit a comprehensive re-
port to the authorizing committees of Congress. This report must
contain the types and descriptions of educational and instructional
programs and activities carried out to serve English learners, as
well as the effectiveness of these programs. It must also include a
critical synthesis of data reported to States, including the number
of programs or activities subject to accountability measures due to
a failure to meet local performance targets (as described in section
3121(b)(4)). A description of any technical assistance provided by
States must also be included. This report must also contain an esti-
mate of the number of certified or licensed teachers working with
English learners, as well as an estimate of the number of such
teachers needed for the succeeding 5 fiscal years. Lastly, any major
findings of evidence-based research carried out under this title and
any other pertinent information gathered from reports submitted to
the Secretary shall be included.

Professional Development Grants

The committee bill describes in section 3131 discretionary grant
funding to institutions of higher education or nonprofit institutions
in consortia with State or local educational agencies to provide for
relevant professional development activities in the area of English
language instruction. These grants are awarded on a competitive
basis and are not to exceed a period of 5 years. They are to provide
for professional development activities that will improve classroom
instruction for English learners and to assist educational personnel
working with English learners to meet high professional standards,
including certification and licensure standards.

Grants awarded under this section may be used to support part-
nerships between State or local educational agencies and institu-
tions of higher education, support research on relevant promising
practices, support strategies that promote school readiness and
high school graduation, and support strategies that strengthen
family and community engagement. Additionally, grant funds may
be used to support the development of appropriate curricula, the
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dissemination of evidence-based best practices and technical assist-
ance.

Commission on Assessment of English Learners

The committee bill describes in section 3132 the establishment of
an independent commission on the assessment and advancement of
English learners. The members of the commission must be ap-
pointed within 6 months of the date of enactment of SASA. The
commission must be comprised of individuals with experience and
expertise in the educational advancement and development of
English learners. The Secretary must ensure that selected individ-
uals are deemed competent experts. The commission must provide
the Secretary with advice and recommendations regarding pro-
ficiency standards, assessments—including early learning assess-
ment strategies—accommodations, and accountability systems. Ad-
ditionally, the commission must provide guidance related to the for-
mation of relevant peer review panels and ensure that research,
development and dissemination activities of the Department ad-
dress identified gaps. The commission will also help to identify
ways to address the needs of English learners in Departmental pro-
gram planning, and to support capacity-building efforts to assist
local educational agencies and schools.

English Language Acquisition Technology Innovation Grants

The committee recognizes that new innovations are necessary to
address the needs of SEAs and LEAs when instructing English
learners. SASA provides for the use of funds for grants in the area
of English language acquisition technology for purposes of pursuing
research and development to improve English proficiency and aca-
demic achievement for English learners. The Secretary is author-
ized to establish processes for the development and execution of the
English language acquisition technology innovation grant projects
and the solicitation of entities to carry out the projects. The Sec-
retary may award grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, and
cash prizes, as well as enter into other approved transactions with
entities pursuing research and development in this area. Addition-
ally, the Secretary may obtain evaluations of the award processes
and gauge the effectiveness of individual projects funded by the
grant program. The Secretary may use funds made available for
the grants to pay for the cost of these evaluations.

Dissemination of evidence-based, effective practices and tech-
nologies developed with the support of these English language ac-
quisition technology innovation grants is to occur through com-
prehensive centers, the regional educational laboratories system, or
other appropriate dissemination means. To the maximum extent
possible, the Secretary shall ensure that activities funded through
this grant program are not duplicative of activities under programs
carried out under Federal law by the Department or other Federal
agencies.

TITLE IV: SUPPORTING SUCCESSFUL, WELL-ROUNDED STUDENTS

Improving Literacy Instruction and Student Achievement

The first foundational element of the Improving Literacy Instruc-
tion and Student Achievement program is to reinforce that literacy
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is a set of skills that build from birth to grade 12 and must be ad-
dressed in a comprehensive and consistent manner. Research and
best practice over the past 20 years has clearly shown the links be-
tween oral and written language, vocabulary development and
reading achievement. Therefore, becoming an effective learner re-
quires literacy instruction targeting a comprehensive set of skills.
Under previous systems, if children were on grade level in reading
by the fourth grade, they were assumed ready to become learners
of more complex content. However, experience has demonstrated
that reading and writing instruction only becomes more complex,
and many children who need additional assistance in the early
grades will continue to need selective assistance as the academic
content becomes more complex. Therefore, the bill calls for effective
literacy instruction from birth through grade 12, ensuring that chil-
dren are appropriately supported at each stage in their academic
development.

A second critical element of this program is a strengthened com-
prehensive approach to ensuring that students leave high school
with advanced reading and writing skills needed to succeed in col-
lege and a career. In order to accomplish this, teachers and school
leaders must be trained and confident in using evidence-based in-
struction beginning in the early grades through middle and high
school. This will assure that more students are instructed in higher
levels of reading and writing that correspond to the full range of
State English language arts standards that will support the higher
literacy skills that today’s postsecondary education and the ad-
vanced, global workplace demand.

A third component of the program creates a comprehensive ap-
proach to assessment. The committee’s bill includes requirements
for both summative and formative assessments to create critical
tools for understanding if a program is effective (summative) and
to inform and improve ongoing instruction (formative). These re-
q}lllirﬁrﬁents complement other aspects of assessment included in
the bill.

A fourth component of the program is for States and school dis-
tricts to develop and implement plans that both make use of State
and local strengths as well as to reflect the unique needs of each
community. Needs vary related to improving literacy instruction in
nearly every State and often needs vary within a State. A thought-
ful planning process is integral to assure all populations of stu-
dents and the setting in which they live and attend school must be
taken into consideration. The planning requirement directs States
to reflect the wide range of literacy service providers and literacy
expertise within the State.

The bill articulates that federally supported professional develop-
ment programs must include important key components to be suc-
cessful. For example, the program must be specific to an area of in-
struction especially literacy instruction from birth to grade 12. An-
other component is job-embedded professional development that re-
flects what teachers and school leaders believe they need to be ef-
fective, including a needs assessments and implementation of evi-
dence-based instruction.

The bill targets high-poverty communities. Head Start, commu-
nity childcare block grants and State-supported programs for as-
sisting high poverty families have traditionally not included a focus
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on education. To develop effective learners, the literacy program
must support evidence-based concepts that stem from an early
learning program. Similarly, a blended and integrated reading and
writing program is ideal to assure students achieve a deeper under-
standing of more complex content.

Additionally, the committee would like to clarify that eligible en-
tities that receive subgrants in support of birth through kinder-
garten entry literacy may utilize funding to provide targeted in-
struction for children whose early literacy skills are below the ap-
propriate age or developmental level as demonstrated by a screen-
ing assessment.

Improving Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math Instruction
and Student Achievement

To ensure future competitiveness in the global economy, America
requires a workforce highly skilled in science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics (STEM). Yet, our education efforts in these
critical areas lag behind those of other advanced nations. The com-
mittee bill includes a new Improving Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math Instruction and Student Achievement program
as part B of title IV that will improve student academic achieve-
ment in STEM by:

o Getting students engaged and excited about STEM subjects
through high-quality instruction, opportunities to participate in
STEM competitions, and exposure to STEM careers;

e Helping more students access high-quality STEM courses and
learning opportunities;

e Improving the quality and effectiveness of classroom instruc-
tion by recruiting, training, and supporting excellent STEM teach-
ers and providing robust tools and supports for students and teach-
ers; and

e Closing student achievement gaps and preparing more stu-
dents to be on track to college- and career-readiness and success
in STEM subjects.

Grants will be distributed to States (alone or in partnership with
other States, non-profit entities, institutions of higher education or
educational service agencies) by formula if the annual appropria-
tion exceeds $500 million; below this amount, grants will be award-
ed to States competitively.

The committee recognizes STEM education as a national priority
in the country’s elementary and secondary education system. For
the purposes of this title, the committee would like to clarify that
“STEM education” encompasses science, technology, engineering
and mathematics as well as other academic subjects, such as com-
puter science, that build on these disciplines, are important to sci-
entific discovery, business and industry and that States identify as
part of the State analysis required by section 4204 (b)(1).

The committee recognizes the importance of increasing access for
students who are members of groups underrepresented in STEM
areas and requires that States describe how grant activities will in-
crease access for such students. It is the intent of the committee
that such efforts include female students, minority students, stu-
dents who are English language learners, children with disabilities,
and students from low-income families.
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The committee also recognizes that individuals with strong
STEM skills have opportunities for much more lucrative careers
outside of teaching. At the same time, research shows that well im-
plemented mentoring programs help provide opportunities for
teachers to learn from their colleagues and help provide the sup-
port that new teachers need to remain in teaching. In recognition
of the need to invest in strategies to retain excellent STEM teach-
ers and supporting novice STEM teachers, the committee bill in-
cludes a set-aside for a STEM Master Teacher Corps program. The
intent of the STEM Master Teacher Corps program is to improve
the ability of all teachers to teach strong STEM skills to their stu-
dents by offering career advancement opportunities and higher pay
to the top 5 percent of K-12 STEM teachers in return for their
mentorship of and sharing best practices with other, less experi-
enced STEM teachers.

Improving Access to a Well-Rounded Education

Current Federal approaches to helping State efforts toward en-
riching the curriculum have been in the form of separate, uncoordi-
nated discretionary grant programs for individual academic sub-
jects that had significant benefits for a relatively small number of
LEAs that were able to successfully compete for funding. But these
single-subject competitive programs did not leverage broader
change in State and local policies and practices in ways that con-
sidered all academic subjects offered, as a whole. Therefore, the
committee authorizes the Increasing Access to a Well-Rounded
Education program as part C of Title IV. This program requires ap-
plicants to provide access to a well-rounded curriculum by giving
grants to States, in partnership with LEAs, educational service
agencies, and non-profit organizations, to increase the access of
low-income students to a well-rounded education. The grants will
be distributed by formula when appropriations for the program
reach $500 million, and will be awarded competitively below that.
The committee bill eliminates a number of programs that promote
instruction in a variety of subjects, including Arts in Education,
Civics, Teaching American History, Economics Education, and the
Foreign Language Assistance Program. This program will allow
States to continue to build teacher capacity and increase the access
of low-income students to a well-rounded education, including in
the arts and music, civics and government, economics, environ-
mental education, financial literacy, foreign languages, geography,
health education, history, physical education, and social studies.
The committee recognizes that arts and music include a range of
disciplines including, but not limited to, dance, media arts, music,
theater, and visual arts.

Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students

The committee believes that all children should attend schools
that are safe, drug-free and that foster a positive learning environ-
ment.

As such, the committee bill authorizes the Successful, Safe, and
Healthy Students program as part D of title IV, which will advance
student achievement and positive child and youth development by
promoting student health and wellness, preventing bullying and
harassment, violence, and drug use, and fostering a positive school
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climate. States receiving grants must have established a statewide
physical education requirement, and require all LEAs to have in
place anti-bullying and harassment policies to be eligible.

To support positive conditions for learning, States will receive
funding to implement programs to promote student health, fitness,
and mental health, and to prevent drug abuse and school violence.
To support data-driven prevention and foster student success, the
committee bill authorizes a minimum of $30 million for formula
grants to help all States develop or enhance systems that will give
local leaders the information they need to improve the conditions
for learning in their schools and communities.

These data systems will provide to each State the support nec-
essary to measure the conditions for learning in each school. Re-
sources will also be available for grants to LEAs to establish poli-
cies and activities to improve the conditions for learning in each of
their schools. This legislation gives State and LEAs the resources
and opportunities to create safe, healthy schools that will enhance
the academic achievement of students.

SASA also authorizes the Successful, Safe and Healthy Students
State Grants program to implement programs to support positive
conditions for learning by promoting student health and fitness,
mental health and counseling services, and drug and violence pre-
vention. The committee intends that funds for this program will be
distributed by competitive grants procedures if appropriated funds
are less than $500 million. States receiving funding under this pro-
gram must distribute subgrants competitively to LEAs or partner-
ships of LEAs and non-profit organizations. It is the intent of the
committee that these partnerships would enhance an LEA’s capac-
ity to implement health, mental health, and prevention programs.
The committee intends for States to distribute subgrant funds in
the following manner: not less than 20 percent for programs to pro-
mote physical activity, education, and fitness and nutrition; not
less than 20 percent for drug and violence prevention; and not less
than 20 percent for programs to promote mental health.

The committee expects that grantees will use data from the con-
ditions for learning measurement system to target funding and pro-
gram design. In addition, grantees must annually report to the
public on data regarding the conditions for learning

It is the committee’s intent that grant funds provided by the Suc-
cessful, Safe and Healthy Students program support the creation of
the essential conditions for learning in schools, including adequate
physical activity, positive mental health, good nutrition, and safe
environments. Those conditions include physical and emotional
safety for both students and school personnel and promote positive
character development in our youth. Schools with the essential con-
ditions for learning also provide for opportunities for good nutri-
tion, and are free of violence, harassment, and bullying. These
schools are free of weapons and prevent the use and abuse of drugs
and alcohol. The committee understands that students experience
violence in many forms, including dating violence. It is the inten-
tion of the committee that funds allocated for violence prevention
activities could include activities to reduce incidences of dating vio-
lence between students.
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Student Non-Discrimination Act

The committee bill authorizes the Student Non-Discrimination
Act (SNDA) with the intent to ensure all students have access to
a public education in a safe environment, free from discrimination.
This includes freedom from harassment, bullying, intimidation and
violence on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. SASA
establishes a comprehensive Federal prohibition of discrimination
in public schools based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or
gender identity. It provides LGBT students similar civil rights and
protections against bullying and harassment as those that cur-
rently apply to students based on race and gender. It is the com-
mittee’s intent to ensure these protections for LGBT students and
ensure that all students have access to public education in a safe
environment free from discrimination, including harassment, bul-
lying, intimidation and violence. It is also the committee’s intent to
provide students with meaningful and effective remedies for dis-
crimination that occurs in public schools based on actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation or gender identity, modeled after the
guarantees in title IX. Like other civil rights laws, it is the intent
of this provision of SASA to prompt schools to avoid liability by
taking proactive steps to prevent the discrimination and bullying
of students protected by the bill.

21st Century Community Learning Centers

The committee recognizes that students, particularly those who
are furthest behind, benefit from more time for learning. Programs
that significantly increase the total number of hours in a regular
school schedule can lead to gains in student academic achievement.
Yet American students spend about 30 percent less time in school
than students in other leading nations. Students in China, Japan,
and South Korea who attend school 40 days more on average than
American students significantly outperform American students in
math and science.

As such, the committee bill gives eligible applicants the authority
to apply for grants to fund (1) the activities currently allowed
under the program (before-school, after-school, and summer-learn-
ing programs); (2) school-based extended learning programs that
are optional or for targeted groups of students; or (3) a redesign
and expansion of the school day, week or year, for all students
across all grades, to creatively integrate academic and enrichment
strategies. The bill expands the current uses of the program to in-
clude expanded learning time because the committee believes that
it is a separate, but related concept, in that the goal is to extend,
rather than supplement learning time.

Additionally, the committee believes that evaluation data will
yield valuable information on the models and their implementation.
The committee has directed the U.S. Department of Education from
prioritizing one 21st century community learning center model over
others. The committee does, however, emphasize that this should
not be construed to prohibit the Department from providing best
practice information and technical assistance under the 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning Centers program.

The committee believes that strong partnerships between schools
and communities is an important aspect of this program. To make
partnerships between community-based organizations and LEAs
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most effective, the committee believes partnerships between local
education agencies, schools and community-based organizations
should be marked by active collaboration, including the appropriate
sharing of relevant student data among the schools and organiza-
tions, and any partnering entities, while complying with applicable
laws relating to privacy and confidentiality. Additionally, while the
committee supported Senator Whitehouse’s amendment to clarify
that either the LEA or the community partner could be the lead
applicant and fiscal agent, the committee believes that public agen-
cies are important partners and suitable lead applicants and fiscal
agents and intends to rectify this omission.

Finally, it is the committee’s intent that funds provided under
this section can be used for high quality mentoring activities. Men-
toring programs based on scientifically valid research have shown
to be a cost-effective strategy for improving academic performance,
reducing dropout rates, preventing substance abuse, and promoting
mental health and self-esteem.

Promise Neighborhoods

The committee believes that authorizing the Promise Neighbor-
hoods program will allow communities to leverage Federal funds to
design and implement a comprehensive pipeline of existing edu-
cational and community supports that fits their community’s
unique strengths and responds to their unique needs, with the goal
of ensuring college- and career-readiness for all children in the
neighborhood.

The committee bill requires grantees to combine high-quality
education with community- and family-based supports, coordi-
nating a continuum of services from birth through college to career.
Research demonstrates that young people are more likely to suc-
ceed in school when their comprehensive needs are met. The com-
mittee’s Promise Neighborhoods program requires grantees to pro-
vide high-quality early learning programs, effective family and
community engagement, and better services for special populations;
to leverage public and private sector support; and to coordinate the
services and resources of local nonprofits, schools, health centers,
universities, and foundations. It authorizes 5-year, renewable,
grants to ensure that communities scale up their services and sup-
port a new generation of educated workers.

Promise Neighborhoods Partnership Grants

The Partnership Grants program is intended to support grantees
as they build continuums of care and is modeled after the Harlem
Children’s Zone (HCZ) in New York City. The HCZ began as a sin-
gle-block pilot in the 1990s and has since expanded to 96 blocks,
covering most of Harlem. Today HCZ operates two charter schools
and leverages a wide range of public, nonprofit, and philanthropic
funds to provide wrap-around services to over 10,000 youth and
about the same number of adults each year. The committee recog-
nizes that Federal funds and direction were not the cause of HCZ’s
success. Therefore, in order to replicate this work in other eligible
neighborhoods, it requires local community leaders to combine
available Federal resources with private, State, and local funding.
Thus, the program includes a significant matching-funds require-
ment.
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As they offer pipeline services, as defined in the committee bill,
the committee anticipates a wide range of working arrangements
in the Promise Neighborhoods Partnerships Grants in subpart 1,
with different roles and responsibilities carried out by community-
based organizations (CBOs) and LEAs in different applications,
though all eligible entities must include an LEA in partnership
with at least one nonprofit. The requirement for partnership in ap-
plication exists because: (1) the performance metrics for the pro-
gram are intended to span the full continuum of care; (2) the edu-
cation-reform aspects of the Promise Neighborhoods program can
be carried out most effectively with local schools as a willing part-
ner.

The services grantees would coordinate are all directed toward
giving all children in the neighborhood the skills they need to suc-
ceed in school, college, and careers. Grantees can use funds to co-
ordinate existing services including:

e pre-natal education and support for expectant parents;

¢ high-quality childhood education and care and education op-
portunities, including by strengthening the early care workforce in
the neighborhood and improving data systems;

¢ high-quality schools and before- and after-school programs;

e support for the transition to elementary school, between ele-
mentary school and middle school, and from middle school to high
school;

e family and community supports; and

e college- and career-readiness activities, such as help with the
college admissions process.

However, the committee does not intend for grantees to be re-
quired to track or provide assistance to participants throughout
their careers.

Promise School Grants

The Promise School Grants described in subpart 2 are intended
to support partnerships as they create continuums of care revolving
around schools in poor communities. As with the Partnership
Grants, the committee anticipates a wide range of working ar-
rangements in the Promise School Grants. These are school-cen-
tered grants, though the number of schools initially included in the
applicant’s plan will vary consistent with the requirement to pro-
vide sufficient size and scope to serve the entire neighborhood. The
extent to which pipeline services will be located in or provided at
the school may also vary, especially in the case of applications led
by charter schools that are their own LEA. However, the committee
intends for Promise School grantees to ensure the sustainability of
the programs they offer and consider ways to expand the area
served over time. The committee anticipates that LEAs leading
Promise School applications will have a successful record of part-
nership with CBOs; other Federal, State, and local agencies; and
local employers or philanthropies. The committee encourages LEAs
applying for Promise School grants to see them as an opportunity
for transformation rooted in a distressed neighborhood that may
catalyze partnerships and systemic reform throughout the LEA.



50

Performance Metrics

The committee bill requires the Secretary to establish perform-
ance metrics for both grant programs. The committee intends for
any such metrics to span the continuum of care, from prenatal care
and parent education to college entry and retention; to hold grant-
ees accountable for successful transitions, such as by tracking rates
of kindergarten readiness or through the use of early warning indi-
cators in the middle grades; and to encompass measures of commu-
nity partnership and family engagement, such as the percent of
parents and family members who participate in school events or
the number of local businesses engaged by partnerships.

The committee, in authorizing Promise Neighborhoods, recog-
nizes that many communities struggle to align resources to create
the pipeline services envisioned under this program, but believes
that successful examples—such as HCZ or the hundreds of Com-
munity Schools located around the Nation provide guidance on suc-
cessful implementations and can be instructive to other commu-
nities as they consider applying for these grants. As such, great
emphasis is placed on applicants seeking and securing non-Federal
and non-public funds in applying for this grant, as well as a full
accounting of the services that already exist that can be aligned
with grantee goals. Once again, the Federal investment should not
be viewed as the driver of the services envisioned under this pro-
gram, but a contributor and catalyst for communities to take stock
of their existing resources and deploy them in a coherent, com-
prehensive way.

Parent and Family Information and Resource Centers

SASA renames the Parent and Family Information and Resource
Centers (PFIRCs) to acknowledge the role that both parents and
non-custodial family members play in supporting children’s edu-
cational progress. The committee bill narrows the program’s goals
and functions to supporting States. PFIRCs are also required to
help support the community of practice related to effective parent
and family engagement strategies, and to work, to a lesser extent,
with LEAs, schools, parents, family members, and community
members. The bill requires PFIRCs to engage in a selection of high-
impact activities, such as supporting States as they work with
high-need LEAs to improve their local parent and family engage-
ment plans, providing parent institutes or other leadership training
for low-income families, and coordinating parent and family en-
gagement strategies statewide. Grantees also must now meet per-
formance goals to receive continued funding and be eligible for fu-
ture competitions.

It is the committee’s intent that, while applications for grants
from consortia consisting of nonprofit organizations (including
statewide organizations) and State or LEAs are welcome, the non-
profit organization is to serve as the fiscal agent.

Programs of National Significance

The committee notes that while many programs in this Act are
targeted at the State level, certain national providers can also play
a role by employing an infrastructure that reaches across State
lines. The committee bill authorizes grants to States, LEAs, institu-
tions of higher education, or other public and private non-profit
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agencies, organizations, and institutions to carry out programs to
increase students’ college- and career-readiness, to improve instruc-
tion, and to invest in activities that improve student achievement
in a variety of domains and subjects. The committee notes that, in
the past, award recipients with similar capabilities as those sought
under the Programs of National Significance have been funded
through congressionally-directed, earmarked spending. The Pro-
grams of National Significance’s funds are not an opportunity for
these traditionally specified groups to continue dedicated funding,
but an opportunity for those groups and other groups of similar
missions and capabilities to apply and receive funding through the
competitive process.

Competency-based Assessment and Accountability Demonstration

With respect to section 4111, the committee recognizes the emer-
gence of competency education in many parts of the country. Ac-
cording to a 2012 report by the National Governor’s Association, 36
States now permit districts to award credits based on student mas-
tery instead of seat time. Given this important shift, the committee
intends for this pilot to a small number of States the flexibility to
develop accountability and assessment policies that align with this
approach to academic achievement.

The committee recognizes that States and LEAs that are experi-
menting with or transitioning to competency-based accountability
systems will require assessment systems that may have different
characteristics than current systems in order to ensure the contin-
uous improvement in academic achievement for all students. Com-
petency-based assessments measure student learning outcomes
that emphasize the application and creation of knowledge along
with the development of important skills, such as critical thinking,
problem-solving, and effective communication. They also provide
multiple opportunities to demonstrate learning that provide teach-
ers with the information they need to ensure students receive time-
ly, differentiated support based on their individual learning needs.
Formative and interim assessments ensure students make suffi-
cient progress throughout the year while summative assessments
enable students to demonstrate that they are ready to advance to
the next academic level.

With respect to the activities described in (c)(2), the committee
intends that States selected for the pilot be permitted to use funds
reserved in title I, part A for the development of the competency-
based assessment systems described in subsection (C)(2)(A) of this
section. States may use these resources to support the development
and implementation of their system, including activities identified
in (a)(2)(B) of section 1141, such as the development of the com-
petencies and assessments aligned to State college- and career-
ready standards and post-secondary admissions requirements, pro-
fessional development activities aligned with competencies and as-
sessments, and the dissemination of information in real-time to
stakeholders about student progress and performance to ensure all
students remain on track or get back on track to graduation.

In developing a process for review of the State assurances in
(e)(1)A) and the State’s plan under (c)(2)(E) of this section, the
committee intends for the Secretary to take into account the avail-
ability of assessments that meet the requirements of section
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1111(a)(2)(B), in particular requirements around comparability. If
assessments that meet these requirements are not widely available
and easily adopted by the States as part of the initial implementa-
tion of this pilot authority, the committee intends for States, while
working toward the adoption of these assessments, to use interim
assessments that are the most rigorous in striving to meet these
requirements, are effective in driving instructional practice, and
provide reliable evidence of student learning across testing contexts
and scorers. The committee also intends for the State assessment
system to incorporate the following elements: (1) Scoring rubrics
that are task-specific; (2) Piloted through task-item analysis; (3)
Student learning targets that represent mastery of State-approved
competencies; and (4) Indicators that measure the full range of aca-
demic content and student achievement standards, including mas-
tery of content knowledge and the ability to think critically, solve
problems, and communicate effectively.

The committee also intends for States to have the flexibility to
dedicate funds from the amount reserved in title II, part A, section
2111 to prepare the State’s education workforce to implement a
competency-based accountability and assessment system. The com-
mittee recognizes that competency education emphasizes elements
of teaching and leading that are different from traditional methods.
As such, the committee intends that States include a plan for high-
quality professional development that emphasizes collaboration and
builds educator capacity to do the following: (1) Provide timely, dif-
ferentiated support to students based on individual learning needs,
moving each student along an individual learning trajectory at a
sufficient pace to achieve college- and career-readiness in time for
graduation; (2) Align instruction to the explicit, measurable, trans-
ferable learning objectives; (3) Score formative and summative as-
sessments and participate in their development; (4) Use formative
assessments to regularly assess student progress to mastery; (5)
Use data on individual student learning in a timely, ongoing man-
ner to inform instruction and support student progress to mastery;
and (6) Use technology, including blended or online learning, to
support student progress to mastery along individual learning tra-
jectories.

The committee believes this commitment to equity is critically
important and intends for States participating in this demonstra-
tion to ensure local education agencies develop robust intervention
systems that provide all students with the extra time and instruc-
tional supports they need to master the standards and com-
petencies necessary for success. States should help local education
agencies develop flexible scheduling and identify effective early
intervention strategies to ensure that any student that falls behind
his or her peers makes sufficient progress to remain on track to
graduation including over age and under accredited youth.

TITLE V: PROMOTING INFORMED PARENTAL CHOICE AND INNOVATIVE
PROGRAMS

Race to the Top

The committee believes that the Race to the Top program, part
A of title V, has shown promising results in bringing State and
local leaders together to address education reforms. To build upon
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this promise and build toward meaningful reform, this Act author-
izes a new competitive grant program to incentivize comprehensive
reforms and innovative strategies that are designed to lead to im-
proved academic achievement for all students. Each year that
funds are available, the Secretary will choose at least one priority
from among the following critical educational goals for each com-
petition:

¢ increasing the access of children from low-income families to
highly-rated teachers and school leaders, including by developing
and implementing a teacher and principal evaluation system;

e strengthening the availability and use of high-quality and
timely data to improve instructional practices, policies, and student
outcomes;

e implementing college- and career-ready academic standards
and strategies that translate such standards into classroom prac-
tice;

e turning around the schools served by the lowest-performing
schools;

e support successful conditions for the creation, expansion, and
replication of high-performing public and autonomous charter
schools that serve students from low-income families;

¢ providing equitable resources to high-poverty schools; and

e improving school readiness by increasing access of children
from low-income families to high-quality early learning programs
and creating an integrated system of high-quality early learning
programs and services.

As with the funding priorities, the Secretary will also choose
what entities will be eligible for each year’s competition. Eligible
entities may include States, high-need LEAs and consortia of ei-
ther, on the basis of their record of innovation and reform, the
quality of their plan, and evidence of collaboration, among others.
The application review and selection process must be equitable and
transparent, and priority will be granted to rural high-need LEAs
or consortia, as well as any eligible entity that provides a full-day,
full-year kindergarten program to all kindergarten students, or to
all kindergarten students from low-income families. The duration
of the grants will be up to 4 years and continued funding will be
conditional upon the grantees’ demonstrated progress in imple-
menting their plans for reaching the performance targets and their
objectives on time.

The committee believes that Race to the Top applications from
States and consortia of States must be signed by each State’s gov-
ernor, the State’s chief school officer, and the president of the State
board of education (if applicable). For any grant competition with
the goal of improving early childhood education and care , States
and consortia of States can award subgrants only to public or pri-
vate nonprofit agencies and organizations; however, it is the com-
mittee’s intent that any public or private early childhood education
program, as defined in the Higher Education Opportunity Act (P.L.
110-315), is eligible to receive funds from such subgrants for activi-
ties consistent with any purpose included in the eligible entity’s
plan described in section 5104(a)(3).
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Investing in Innovation

The Investing in Innovation program, part B of title V, was ini-
tially authorized under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. In codifying and building upon the program, the committee
recognizes the importance of expanding the implementation of, and
investment in, innovative practices with a demonstrated impact on
improving student achievement, closing achievement gaps, increas-
ing high school graduation rates, improving teacher and school
leader effectiveness, or improving school readiness. In including a
set-aside for rural LEAs the committee recognizes the unique needs
of such LEAs and intends to ensure the development of innovative
practices targeted toward their needs.

The committee bill establishes the Advanced Research Projects
Agency—Education (ARPA-ED). The entity is modeled after the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), which
makes investments in high-risk, high-return research and develop-
ment (R&D). It is the committee’s intent to fund ARPA-ED
through the use of up to 30 percent of I3 funding or a maximum
of $100,000,000. It is the committee’s belief that ARPA-ED will
have a similar capability to accelerate transformative innovation in
education and learning.

Public Charter Schools

The Federal charter schools program, part D of title V, has been
an instrumental complement to the State and local development of
innovative and successful public school models across the Nation.
In this Act, the program is updated to reflect lessons learned since
the last reauthorization and to address the overwhelming demand,
as evidenced by growing waiting lists, for the expansion and rep-
lication of high-performing charter schools. The program provides
85 percent of funding for the charter school grants and 15 percent
for charter school facilities.

The committee believes that Federal charter school dollars
should fund high-performing charter schools, ensuring that scarce
resources support schools that raise student academic achievement.
With a focus on improving the quality of the sector and investing
in proven models of success, the charter school grants program will
support the creation, expansion, and replication of high-performing
charter schools through competitive grants to States, LEAs, author-
izers, and charter management organizations.

The definition of a “high-performing charter school” requires ap-
plicants to have goals that are higher (new schools) or results that
are significantly higher (existing schools) than demographically
similar schools in the State for all students and for subgroups of
students in student academic achievement and growth, consistent
with section 1111, and in the case of a high school, graduation
rates and college enrollment and persistence. The definition also
requires such charter schools to have similar or higher student re-
tention rates. A minimum of 25 percent of funds available for the
charter school grants must be awarded to States. It is the commit-
tee’s belief that States are ultimately responsible for authorizing
charter schools and, as the recipient of the Charter Schools Pro-
gram funds, still provide the innovative approaches to chartering
that can inform best practices in other States. Grants will be
awarded for an initial period of 3 years, and may be renewed for
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an additional 2 years if the grantee is making satisfactory progress
in meeting the grant’s objectives.

To ensure that limited Federal resources are targeted to charter
schools with a commitment to, or a record of, strong academic re-
sults, the reauthorized program requires high goals of student aca-
demic achievement for all student subgroups and meaningful com-
munity outreach to parents and families. It also incentivizes sound
State policies for supporting charter schools but also for overseeing,
monitoring and holding them accountable; promotes strong per-
formance-based authorizing policies that are transparent and effec-
tive in closing down unsuccessful schools, and ensures that charter
schools ensure equitable access to, and effectively serve the needs
of, students with disabilities and English learners. Priority will be
granted to applicants that propose to serve students from low-in-
come families.

The legislation establishes rigorous application requirements and
selection criteria, with an emphasis on authorizing. For example,
the selection process must examine the applicant’s record of closing
low-performing charter schools and the State’s requirements for,
and enforcement of, high-quality standards for charter school au-
thorizers, including standards for rigorous and periodic reviews.
Priority is given to States that ensure that all charters go thorough
review at least every 5 years.

The committee encourages the enrollment of students with dis-
abilities and English language learners in charter schools and, rec-
ognizing the under-enrollment of such students in charter schools
nationally, seeks to ensure that charter schools are accessible to all
students on an equitable basis. To this end, the legislation includes
critical provisions so students with disabilities and English learn-
ers are served effectively by charter schools. In addition to sub-
group performance contract goals, the legislation requires all appli-
cants to describe how they will ensure that each charter school pro-
vides equitable access and effectively serves the needs of all stu-
dents, including children with disabilities and English learners,
and implements outreach and recruitment practices that include
families of such students.

In addition, the selection process must examine the quality of the
application for supporting charter schools, through such activities
as technical assistance, to improve student academic achievement
and growth for each subgroup and to promote effective outreach to,
and recruitment of, students with disabilities and English learners,
and their parents and families.

The legislation also requires that grantees provide support and
technical assistance in effectively serving the needs of students
with disabilities and English learners, implement outreach and re-
cruitment practices that includes the families of students who are
children with disabilities and English learners, and directly, or
through a partnership with a nonprofit, develops and implements
parent, family, and student information, outreach, and recruitment
programs to provide information and support to parents, families,
and students about the public school choice options available to
them. Overall, this legislation reflects the committee’s commitment
that students with disabilities and English language learners have
equal access to high-performing charter schools.
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The charter school facilities program will support eligible entities
to improve access to facilities financing high-performing charter
schools and assist them in addressing the cost of acquiring, con-
structing, and renovating facilities. Eligible entities include States,
LEAs, nonprofit organizations, State financing authorities, or a
consortium of such entities. Competitive grants will be made for in-
novative facilities financing programs, including credit enhance-
ment, open-facilities-access programs, making available renovated
or adapted space, leveraging State and local facilities funding, and
State per-pupil facilities aid programs. At least 65 percent of the
funds must be expended for credit enhancement grants.

TITLE VI: PROMOTING FLEXIBILITY; RURAL EDUCATION

The committee recognizes the Federal Government’s declining ca-
pacity to maintain historically high levels of education funding. It
further recognizes the challenges LEAs face in coordinating and
using the current Federal funding for their own distinct, LEA-spe-
cific needs with specific requirements under each Federal formula
grant program. SASA builds upon the current law transferability
provisions allowing LEAs to transfer as much as 100 percent of
funding between SASA formula grant programs. The committee
maintains current law restrictions on moving funding out of certain
formula funds, but updated to place restrictions on moving funds
out of titles I, III, VII, or VIII.

The committee, recognizing the continued unique challenges fac-
ing rural LEAs reauthorizes the Rural Education Achievement Pro-
gram (REAP), with changes. Since the 2000 Decennial Census, im-
provements have been made to the geocoding technology necessary
to more accurately determine which areas are rural and which
areas are urban based upon proximity to metropolitan areas, rath-
er than on population figures alone. Technological advancements as
well as further work in accurately determining rural areas of the
country by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) provides
greater confidence to the committee that rural education program
funds will be better targeted and focused on truly rural areas, far
from urban and metropolitan fringes.

Of significance, the committee added the locale code of 32 and
updated the locale codes to 33 (territory 35 miles away from an
urban cluster), 41 (Census territory that is less than or equal to 5
miles from an urbanized area, as well as rural territory that is less
than or equal to 2% miles from an urban cluster), 42 (Census terri-
tory that is more than 5 miles but less than or equal to 25 miles
from an urbanized area, and rural territory that is more than 2%
miles but less than or equal to 10 miles from an urban cluster),
and 43 (Census rural territory that is more than 25 miles from an
urbanized area and is almost more than 10 miles from an urban
cluster).

Further, the committee provided flexibility for LEAs that qualify
both for the Rural Low-Income Schools (RLIS) and Small Rural
School Achievement (SRSA) programs by providing LEAs the op-
tion of choosing the program for which they would prefer to receive
funding.
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TITLE VII: INDIAN, NATIVE HAWAITIAN, AND ALASKA NATIVE EDUCATION

The changes reflected in title VII of the committee bill are de-
signed to better focus the use of funds on programs and activities
that meet the unique cultural, language, and educational needs of
American Indian students to ensure that such students graduate
college- and career-ready.

Key reforms included in this reauthorization include additional
flexibility to enable tribes and tribal educational agencies more au-
thority over the education and development of Native students; a
focus on the provision of high quality early childhood education and
care services to ensure that children begin school ready to learn
and recognition of the critical role tribal leaders can play in the
education and development of Native students.

This title authorizes the use of funds to support the preservation,
reclamation and restoration of Native languages, acknowledging
the role that these practices can have in supporting the academic
achievement and also directs the Secretary of Education and the
Director of the Bureau of Indian Education to conduct a study to
improve collaboration among these two entities to better support
the provision of educational services to tribes and Native students.
Recognizing the challenges facing Native students and commu-
nities, it 1s the committee’s intent that these improvements
strengthen collaboration between the Department of Education and
the Bureau of Indian Education in ways that recognize and pre-
serve tribal sovereignty and that support student achievement and
development.

Improvements made to part B are designed to better focus the
Native Hawaiian Education Council’s efforts on addressing the
education and workforce needs of Native Hawaiian students
through redesigning the composition of the Native Hawaiian Edu-
cation Council and refocusing its purpose to ensure proper coordi-
nation of educational and related services and programs available
to Native Hawaiian students. It is the intent of the committee that
Council members are responsible for carrying out the activities of
the Council, not the executive director.

The committee amended the definition of the Alaska Native Or-
ganization to highlight the importance of having or committing to
acquire experience in the education of Native Alaskans and to en-
sure Native Alaskans have substantive policymaking positions. The
committee also added to part C a provision designed to leverage ex-
isting assets in Alaska to improve academic achievement as well as
college- and career-readiness.

TITLE VIII: IMPACT AID

SASA makes significant changes to the Impact Aid program.
First, the committee removed the overly complicated “highest and
best uses” standard for identifying and then calculating the tax as-
sessment classifications of taxable adjacent property. In exchange,
the committee supports a simplified calculation based upon the
total taxable value of property within the local education agency by
then multiplying that value by the federally impacted acreage.

The committee recognizes there is a burden on both the local
educational agency and the Department of Education in deter-
mining the number of children relocated off-base during the dura-
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tion of a housing renovation, repair, modernization, or demolition
project. The SASA establishes a hold harmless student count based
on the number of on-base children enrolled prior to the project
start date. In addition, the SASA defines what is considered a ren-
ovation, repair, and/or modernization project. Such terms do not in-
clude normal “sustainment projects” such as painting, carpeting or
minor repairs. An eligible project must also be one that will last
more than 30 days. Together it is the intent of the committee to
lessen the time the department now spends in conducting annual
audits of students claimed as on-base students.

The committee also added language to support the transition of
consolidated LEAs related to their eligibility for the Impact Aid
program.

Finally, the committee adds language within section 8010 requir-
ing the Secretary of Education to pay LEAs the full amount that
the agency is eligible to receive for a fiscal year by September 30
of the following fiscal year for which the payment is based. Many
of these changes were made in the 2012 National Defense Author-
ization Act, but with a sunset of 2 years.

TITLE IX: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Definitions

SASA contains several new definitions, the most notable of which
are discussed below.

The committee bill modifies the definition of “Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate” to provide potentially more
options for States and LEAs in achieving the goals of college- and
career-readiness by allowing them to choose another evidence-
based program model. The committee bill incorporates language en-
acted by Congress in the America COMPETES Act of 2007 and
maintained in the reauthorization of that Act in 2010 [Sec.
6122(1)(B)]. With these provisions, Congress has already acknowl-
edged much advancement from evidence-based program models
showing large increases in academic success for students who had
access to rigorous high school core courses benchmarked to college
readiness.

The updated definition of a “Charter School” requires charter
schools to have independent governance and significant autonomy
in the areas of management, personnel, budget, schedule, and in-
structional program; allows charter schools to provide early child-
hood education and care or adult education; requires charter
schools to comply with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990; provides an exception to the lottery requirement under
the restart strategy and school closure strategy under section
1116(c)(6)(B); requires charter schools to comply instead of just
agreeing to comply with the same Federal and State audit require-
ments as do other elementary schools; and requires a charter
school to have a performance contract that uses school-wide and
subgroup student academic achievement and growth, consistent
with section 1111, as a primary factor in decisions about the re-
newal or revocation of the charter, and describes the obligations
and responsibilities of the charter school and the charter school au-
thorizer, as well as the autonomy granted to the charter school.
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The committee has established the new term “Conditions for
Learning”, which describes school factors that advance student
achievement and positive child and youth development. This bill-
wide definition allows for a more cross-cutting use of the term.

The committee renamed “Family Literacy Services”, “Family Lit-
eracy Activities”, and also added a new subparagraph that ac-
knowledges the link between parents receiving family literacy in-
struction and their capacity for supporting their children’s learning
needs. The committee also added a definition of “Family Member,”
used in sections 1111 and 1118 and part G of title IV to acknowl-
edge the important role that noncustodial family members and
other caring adults (whether mentors, tutors, afterschool providers,
or other community members involved in education) play in the
lives of children.

The committee bill creates a new bill-wide definition for “High-
Need Local Education Agency” as a number of programs in the bill
require a focus on students attending schools in these LEAs. This
definition uses population and poverty as determining factors. The
term is currently only defined in Title II of ESEA in the Teacher
and Principal Training program (based on poverty and teachers in
certain subjects) and in the Educational Technology program
(based on poverty and need for technology.)

The committee renamed “Pupil Services Personnel” “Specialized
Instructional Support Personnel” and expanded the definition to in-
clude school nurses. In doing so, the committee wishes to recognize
the critical link to school success that school nurses play for many
students.

In addition to the above new definitions, the terms “professional
growth and improvement system,” “positive behavioral interven-
tions and supports,” and “young child” are defined.

Unsafe School Choice Option

The committee has amended the Unsafe School Choice Policy.
The previous reauthorization of this Act required each State to
identify “persistently dangerous” schools, as defined by the State,
and allow students attending such schools to transfer to a school
determined as “safe” by the State. The committee holds that,
though well-intentioned, the “persistently dangerous” designation
did not result in increases in school safety. Rather, in many cases
it created disincentives for schools to accurately report data on vio-
lent criminal incidents. The committee has eliminated the “persist-
ently dangerous” designation, while maintaining a provision allow-
ing students who become victims of violent criminal offenses to
transfer to a “safe” school, and including a new provision allowing
students who are threatened with a violent criminal offense to do
the same. This change empowers students and families to make
educational choices based on their own experiences of school safety,
and removes disincentives for schools to accurately report violent
incident data.

Evaluation Authority

The committee intends for the Secretary to reserve not less than
1 percent and not more than 3 percent of the amount appropriated
for each categorical program and demonstration project authorized
under the Act for the purpose of evaluation. The Secretary, acting
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through the Director of the Institute of Education Sciences, must
use the funds to conduct high quality evaluations, provide technical
assistance, evaluate the aggregate short- and long-term effects and
cost efficiencies across Federal programs under the bill and identify
and disseminate research and best practices. It also requires the
Secretary to submit an annual plan to Congress.

The committee intends for all authorized programs under this
Act to be evaluated in a rigorous manner through the Institute of
Education Science under the guidance of the Director and in con-
sultation with the appropriate programmatic staff in the Depart-
ment of Education. The committee recognizes evaluation of pro-
grams intended to serve a broad range of students as comprehen-
sively as possible is sometimes in conflict with the most rigorous
methodologies for determining program effectiveness. The commit-
tee’s intent in setting aside funds for evaluation, under the evalua-
tion authority in part F of title IX, is to create program evaluations
designed to allow for conclusions to be made regarding the pro-
grams’ effectiveness and whether the investment of limited Federal
dollars is still merited for programs that have not met program ex-
pectations. While experimental and quasi-experimental designs are
preferred, the committee recognizes that those designs are some-
times impractical and alternatives need to be used. The commit-
tee’s intent is for the Director of the Institute of Education Science
to conduct program evaluations with the strongest possible design
to provide researchers and policymakers with reliable and valid in-
formation upon which future decisions can be made regarding the
effectiveness of the programs under this Act.

TITLE X: COMMISSION ON EFFECTIVE REGULATION AND ASSESSMENT
SYSTEMS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The committee established a Commission on Effective Regulation
and Assessment Systems for Public Schools. The Commission will:
(1) examine the regulatory requirements on elementary and sec-
ondary education at the Federal, State, and local levels, with an
aim to identify unnecessary, redundant, or conflicting laws, rules,
and regulations; (2) investigate how Federal, State, and local inter-
pretations of laws and regulations create additional or unnecessary
burden and are used as rationale for imposing requirements that
are not actually mandated by law; (3) make recommendations on
how to align and improve requirements in such regulations; (4) ex-
amine the quality and purpose of current assessment requirements;
and (5) make recommendations to improve and align assessment
systems to provide meaningful information and improve student
achievement, teacher performance, and innovation.

TITLE XI: AMENDMENTS TO OTHER LAWS & MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

Homeless Education (McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act)

The committee recognizes the unique challenges to academic
achievement faced by the growing population of homeless students.
In the 2010-11 school year, 1,065,794 homeless children and youth
were enrolled in public schools. This is a 57 percent increase since
the 2006-7 school year. The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education
Reauthorization Act of 2011, Title X of SASA, helps these vulner-
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able children and youth become college- and career-ready by remov-
ing barriers to their identification, enrollment, attendance, and suc-
cess in school. The amendments build on current law to enhance
school stability and access to educational opportunities. The com-
mittee acknowledges the special difficulties of unaccompanied
homeless youth, who struggle to obtain an education without a par-
ent or a home. The bill includes provisions to ensure that these
youth are enrolled in school, able to earn credits, and informed of
their status as independent students for financial aid. Young chil-
dren who are homeless also face unique barriers to accessing early
childhood programs; the committee adopted provisions to ensure
that these children are identified and prioritized for enrollment in
public preschool programs. Further, to ensure uninterrupted edu-
cation, the committee clarified that, in the case of a dispute, home-
less children and youth must remain enrolled in school until the
final resolution of the dispute.

Amendments to title I, part A, make permissible the use of title
I funds for transportation to assist homeless children and youth to
stay in their school of origin, thus providing greater flexibility to
LEAs on how title I reservations for homeless students may be
spent.

ARPA-ED

The committee adopted an amendment offered by Senator Ben-
net to establish the Advanced Research Projects Agency—Edu-
cation (ARPA-ED). The entity is modeled after the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), which makes invest-
ments in high-risk, high-return research and development (R&D).
It is the committee’s belief that ARPA-ED will have a similar capa-
bility to accelerate transformative innovation in education and
learning.

IV. REGULATORY IMPACT STATEMENT

The committee has determined there will be reduced demands
upon States, local educational agencies, and other recipients of
ESEA funds, due largely to the more targeted accountability fea-
tures and reduced number of programs contained in the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Reauthorization Act (SASA).

SASA requires States to adopt college- and career-ready aca-
demic content standards, and assessments tied to those standards.
Many States have already undertaken this work. SASA maintains
the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act’s requirement that all public
school students in grades three through eight be tested annually in
mathematics and reading. SASA also maintains requirements that
States participate in annual State assessments under the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in fourth and eighth
grade mathematics and reading and issue annual report cards that
include assessment and student achievement information.

With regard to the title I accountability system, SASA limits fed-
erally prescribed interventions to the lowest performing 5 percent
of schools in a State, and an additional 5 percent of schools with
large subgroup achievement gaps. In contrast, NCLB required
interventions in all schools that were not making adequate yearly
progress.
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In general, recipients of ESEA funds will be expected to use
those funds on programs which have proven to be effective in im-
proving student achievement and performance and in meeting
other program objectives. The committee believes that it is appro-
priate to demand results and accountability in exchange for Fed-
eral investments in programs authorized under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act. However, in this reauthorization the
committee has sought to target Federal mandates to those areas
that the implementation of NCLB has shown are effective.

Finally, SASA cuts the number of programs in ESEA and consoli-
dates many into broader program authorities. This program con-
solidation is expected to reduce the administrative time and ex-
pense involved in developing, processing, and awarding separate
grants—and to result in funding applicants with more capacity to
efficiently and effectively carry out grant activities. SASA also
maintains the authority for small, rural school districts to combine
funds from several separate formula grant programs and apply
these funds toward local initiatives designed to improve student
achievement.

V. APPLICATION OF LAW TO THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The committee bill reauthorizes and amends the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to continue programs primarily
offering assistance to States and local educational agencies on be-
half of elementary and secondary school students and teachers and,
as such, has no application to the legislative branch.

VI. CosT ESTIMATE

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
WASHINGTON, DC,
September 13, 2013.
Hon. ToM HARKIN, Chairman,
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC 20510.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for S.1094, the Strengthening
America’s Schools Act of 2013.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Justin Humphrey, who
can be reached at 226-2820.

Sincerely,
Dougras W. ELMENDOREF,
Director.

Enclosure.

S. 1094—Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013

Summary: S.1094 would amend and reauthorize most programs
in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (the
ESEA, commonly referred to, in its most recently reauthorized
form, as No Child Left Behind). The underlying authorizations for
those programs have expired, although most have received appro-
priations since their authorizations have expired. For almost all of
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the programs, the bill would authorize the appropriation of such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2014 through 2018. The
bill also would amend and reauthorize the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act and amend the Department of Education Orga-
nization Act.

CBO estimates that S. 1094 would authorize the appropriation of
about $24 billion in 2014 and $127 billion over the 2014—18 period.
Implementing the bill would have discretionary costs of $93 billion
over the 2014-18 period, assuming appropriation of the estimated
amounts.

Enacting the bill also would increase direct spending by $10 mil-
lion over the 2014-23 period; therefore, pay-as-you-go procedures
apply. Enacting the bill would not affect revenues.

S.1094 contains no intergovernmental mandates as defined in
the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA).

S.1094 would impose a private-sector mandate, as defined in
UMRA, on parents and guardians of unaccompanied youth by
shielding schools from liability that might result from enrolling un-
accompanied youth without parental or guardian consent. CBO ex-
pects that the costs of the mandate would not exceed the annual
threshold established in UMRA for private-sector mandates ($150
million in 2013, adjusted annually for inflation).

Estimated cost to the Federal Government: The estimated budg-
etary impact of the bill is shown in the following table. The costs
of this legislation fall within budget 500 (education, training, em-
ployment, and social services).

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014-18

CHANGES IN DIRECT SPENDING !
Federal Student Loan and TEACH Grant Programs:
Estimated Budget Authority 3 * * 1 1 5
Estimated Outlays 3 * * 1 1 5
CHANGES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION

Title I: Improving the Academic Achievement of the Dis-

advantaged:.

Estimated Authorization Level .......cccooevevevvvecveresercinn, 15,590 15,881 16,218 16,555 16,908 81,152

Estimated Outlays 312 12,166 15200 16,139 16,475 60,291
Title II: Supporting Teacher and Principal Excellence:

Estimated Authorization Level .........ccccovmveveeecvereneerennn. 3,063 3,120 3,187 3,253 3,322 15,946

Estimated Outlays 92 1,472 2572 3,144 3,209 10,490

Title Ill: Language and Academic Content Instruction for
English Learners and Immigrant Students:

Estimated Authorization Level ........ccooovvevevececrereenreinns 705 718 733 748 764 3,669

Estimated Outlays 7 444 664 699 713 2,521
Title IV: Supporting Successful, Well-Rounded Students:

Estimated Authorization Level .......cccoooevevecivecveiccicen, 2,271 2,330 2,379 2,429 2,481 11,890

Estimated Outlays 45 1,364 2,080 2,355 2,405 8,249
Title V: Promoting Innovation:

Estimated Authorization Level ........cccoovvevevivecrereerrennes 1,074 1,094 1,117 1,140 1,165 5,590

Estimated Outlays 22 400 889 1,100 1,122 3,532

Title VI: Promoting Flexibility; Rural Education:

Estimated Authorization Level 173 176 180 184 188 900

Estimated Outlays 3 104 158 178 182 625
Title: VII: Indian, Native Hawaiian, and Alaska Native Edu-

cation:

Estimated Authorization LeVel .......ccocooveveeeceeevecerieieiene 203 207 212 216 221 1,059

Estimated Outlays 6 98 171 209 213 697
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By fiscal year, in millions of dollars

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2014-18

Title VIII: Impact Aid:
Estimated Authorization Level ..o, 1,245 1,268 1,295 1,322 1,350 6,480
Estimated Outlays 1,106 1,156 1288 1317 1,345 6,211
Title X: Committee on Effective Regulation and Assessment
of Systems for Public Schools:

Estimated Authorization Level ... 1 1 1 1 1 5

Estimated Outlays 1 1 1 1 1 5
Title XI: Amendments to Other Laws; Miscellaneous Provi-

sions:

Estimated Authorization Level ...........coocmrenncrernecnenns 113 115 118 120 123 589

Estimated Outlays 3 54 95 116 119 388

Total Increase in Discretionary Spending:
Estimated Authorization LeVel .............cccooevvvvrreerrrevvnnnn. 24,438 24911 25440 25969 26,522 127,279
Estimated Outlays 1,598 17,258 23,117 25257 25,784 93,014

Notes: Some programs received advance appropriations for fiscal year 2014, but those amounts are not reflected in the table.
Components may not sum to totals because of rounding.

* = less than $500,000.

1CBO estimates that enacting the bill would increase direct spending by $10 million over the 2014-23 period.

Basis of estimate: Unless otherwise noted, the bill would author-
ize the appropriation of such sums as may be necessary for each
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018 for programs discussed below.
(All authorizations in the bill would automatically be extended 1
year under the General Education Provisions Act.) Estimated au-
thorization levels are based on the funding levels for previous fiscal
years for the same or similar programs or, for some new programs,
the level of funding proposed in the President’s fiscal year 2014
budget request. For this estimate, CBO assumes that the bill will
be enacted near the start of fiscal year 2014, that the Congress will
appropriate the estimated amounts, and that spending will follow
historical patterns.

Direct Spending

S.1094 would amend the definition of a highly qualified teacher
and the definitions of levels of poverty in school districts. The De-
partment of Education uses those definitions to determine eligi-
bility for both forgiveness of Federal student loan debt for teachers
and the TEACH Grant program. The amendments to the defini-
tions would increase eligibility for both programs.

CBO estimates that the increase in eligibility would increase di-
rect spending for the Federal student loan programs by $10 million
over the 2014-23 period. In addition, we estimate that the pro-
posed changes would increase direct spending for the TEACH
Grant program by a negligible amount.

Spending Subject to Appropriation

CBO estimates that fully funding the authorizations in this bill
would require appropriations of approximately $25 billion a year
over the 2014—18 period of authorization, for a total of $127 billion.
Those appropriations would cost $93 billion over the 2014-18 pe-
riod and an additional $34 billion after 2018, assuming the appro-
priation of the estimated amounts. The Congress appropriated
about $24 billion for similar activities authorized in the ESEA and
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other legislation for fiscal year 2013. Sequestration under the
Budget Control Act of 2011 reduced that total to about $23 billion.

Title I—Improving the Academic Achievement of the Dis-
advantaged. Title I of the bill would reauthorize funding for most
programs in Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act as well as create new grant programs designed to support sec-
ondary school reform. CBO estimates that implementing this title
would require $15.6 billion in funding for fiscal year 2014 and
would lead to discretionary costs of $60.3 billion over the 2014-18
period, assuming the appropriation of the estimated amounts. The
bill would authorize the appropriation of the following amounts:

o Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational
Agencies. Part A would reauthorize funding for grants to local edu-
cational agencies (LEAs), school improvement grants, various as-
sessments of education progress, Centers for Excellence in Early
Childhood Education, and administrative support. CBO estimates
the authorization of appropriations for all of part A would total
$15.1 billion (of which about $14.0 billion would be for grants to
LEAs) in fiscal year 2014 and similar amounts (with adjustments
for anticipated inflation) in subsequent years. Implementing those
provisions would cost $56.2 billion over the 2014—18 period. The
bulk of the spending, $54.1 billion, would be for grants to local edu-
cational agencies. The Congress appropriated about $14.5 billion
for grants to LEAs for fiscal year 2013, and that total was reduced
to about $13.8 billion by sequestration.

o Pathways to College. Part B would create a new set of grant
programs to encourage school districts to implement strategies in
secondary schools to prepare students for colleges and careers. The
bill also would expand the program that currently supports grants
to Advanced Placement programs to include International Bacca-
laureate programs. CBO estimates that this part would authorize
the appropriation of slightly more than $100 million for fiscal year
2014. We estimate that implementing those provisions would cost
about $400 million over the 201418 period.

o Education of Migratory Children. Part C would reauthorize
programs that support the education of children of migrant work-
ers. CBO estimates that provision would authorize the appropria-
tion of almost $400 million in fiscal year 2014, leading to estimated
discretionary spending of $1.5 billion over the 2014—18 period. The
Congress appropriated about $400 million for similar activities in
fiscal year 2013, an amount that was reduced to about $375 million
by sequestration.

e Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth
Who Are Neglected, Delinquent, or At Risk. Part D would reauthor-
ize programs that support the education of at-risk children. CBO
estimates that provision would authorize the appropriation of ap-
proximately $50 million in fiscal year 2014. Implementing part D
would cost about $200 million over the 2014-18 period. For fiscal
year 2013, available funding totaled almost $50 million for at-risk
children.

o Educational Stability of Children in Foster Care. Part E would
require that State educational agencies that receive funding under
this title coordinate with the responsible agencies when children in
foster care programs move to different school attendance areas.



66

CBO estimates that part E would have no significant effect on Fed-
eral spending.

Title II—Supporting Teacher and Principal Excellence.
Title II would modify and reauthorize grant programs designed to
support teacher training and improvement. CBO estimates that the
bill would authorize the appropriation of $3.1 billion for those ac-
tivities in fiscal year 2014 and $15.9 billion over the 2014-18 pe-
riod. We estimate that fully funding those activities would cost
$10.5 billion over the 2014-18 period, assuming the appropriation
of the estimated amounts.

o Continuous Improvement and Support for Teachers and Prin-
cipals. Part A would reauthorize the State grant program for im-
proving teacher quality and authorize funding for the recruitment
and training of principals. CBO estimates the bill would authorize
the appropriation of $2.5 billion for those grants for fiscal year
2014, and that outlays would total $8.7 billion over the 2014-18 pe-
riod. The Congress appropriated about $2.5 billion for State grants
in 2013, and sequestration reduced that amount by about $130 mil-
lion.

o Teacher Pathways to the Classroom. Under part B, the bill
would authorize funding for grants to partnerships of institutions
of higher education and State or local educational agencies to sup-
port the recruitment and retention of teachers in high-need sub-
jects at high-need schools. Those new grants would replace an ex-
isting program that provides grants specifically for mathematics
and science partnerships, which received about $140 million in
funding for fiscal year 2013 after sequestration. CBO estimates this
provision would have discretionary costs of about $500 million over
the 2014-18 period.

o Teacher Incentive Fund Program. Part C would reauthorize the
Teacher Incentive Fund, which supports grants to LEAs and other
organizations to develop and implement performance-based teacher
and principal compensation systems in high-need schools.! CBO es-
timates that this provision would authorize the appropriation of
about $300 million for fiscal year 2014 and have discretionary costs
of $1.0 billion over the 2014—18 period. The Congress appropriated
about $300 million for State grants in 2013, and sequestration re-
duced this amount by about $15 million.

o Achievement Through Technology and Innovation. Additionally,
part D would reauthorize and modify the Enhancing Education
Through Technology Program to improve teaching and learning
through technology. CBO estimates that implementing this provi-
sion would cost about $350 million over the 2014—18 period. No
funding was provided for part D in fiscal year 2013. (In fiscal year
2010, education technology programs included under part D of this
legislation received about $100 million.)

Title III—Language and Academic Content Instruction for
English Learners and Immigrant Students. Title III of the bill
provides support for teaching of the English language, including to
recent immigrants. CBO estimates the bill would authorize the ap-

1The Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-149) originally authorized the Teacher Incentive
Fund under the authority granted in the ESEA in Subpart 1, of Part D, of Title V, Fund for
the Improvement of Education—Programs of National Significance.
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propriation of more than $700 million for grants to States and for
other activities in 2014 and $3.7 billion over the 2014-18 period.
Implementing this title would cost about $2.5 billion over the
2014-18 period, assuming the appropriation of the necessary
amounts. The Congress appropriated about $730 million for similar
activities in fiscal year 2013, an amount that was reduced to a lit-
tle less than $700 million under sequestration.

Title IV—Supporting Successful, Well-Rounded Students.
Title IV would authorize funding for various grant programs de-
signed to improve literacy and math and science instruction. It also
would support measures to improve the health and safety of stu-
dents. CBO estimates this title would authorize the appropriation
of approximately $2.3 billion in fiscal year 2014 and $11.9 billion
over the 2014-18 period. Implementing Title IV would cost about
$8.2 billion over the 2014—18 period, assuming the appropriation of
the necessary amounts.

o Improving Literacy Instruction and Student Achievement. Part
A would authorize grants to support activities designed to increase
literacy for individuals from birth through the end of high school,
and it would authorize grants to improve school library programs.
CBO estimates that spending for these purposes would total about
$750 million over the 2014—18 period.

o Improving Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
Instruction and Student Achievement. Part B would authorize
grants to States to increase access to science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics, and to provide professional development for
teachers. CBO estimates that implementing part B would have dis-
cretionary costs of about $1.5 billion over the 2014-18 period.

o Increasing Access to a Well-Rounded Education and Financial
Literacy. Part C would authorize grants to local educational agen-
cies to support access for low-income students to education topics
such as the arts, civics and government, economics, environmental
education, and foreign languages. Part C also would authorize
grants to State educational agencies to improve the teaching of fi-
nancial literacy. CBO estimates that spending for those grants
would cost almost $300 million over the 2014—18 period.

o Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students. Part D would author-
ize a new grant program to promote student physical and mental
health and well-being and to prevent violence and substance abuse,
similar to activities funded by State grants for safe and drug-free
schools under current law. The bill also would authorize funding
for school districts in which the learning environment has been dis-
rupted due to violence or another traumatic event to purchase or
construct new facilities to maintain an appropriate learning envi-
ronment. CBO estimates that those grants would have discre-
tionary costs of about $1.1 billion over the 2014-18 period.

o Student Non-Discrimination. Part E would require any Federal
agency that terminates or refuses to provide financial assistance to
an education program because that program discriminates on the
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity to submit a report to
the Congress detailing the action. CBO estimates this section
would have a negligible impact on discretionary spending over the
2014-18 period.

o 21st Century Community Learning Centers. Part F would reau-
thorize grants for 21st Century Community Learning Centers,
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which support before- and after-school and summer school pro-
grams. CBO estimates this provision would authorize the appro-
priation of more than $1.1 billion for fiscal year 2014 and would
lead to discretionary costs of $4.0 billion over the 2014—18 period.
The Congress appropriated more than $1.1 billion for this program
in 1filscal year 2013. Sequestration reduced that total by almost $60
million.

e Promise Neighborhoods. Part G would reauthorize Promise
Neighborhood grants, which go to organizations to provide family
and community services and to support comprehensive education
reforms in high-need areas.2 CBO estimates that spending for part
F over the 2014-18 period would total about $200 million. About
$55 million was available for this program in fiscal year 2013.

o Additional Programs. Parts H, I, and J would reauthorize Par-
ent and Family Information and Resource Centers, the Ready to
Learn program, and Programs of National Significance. CBO esti-
mates that the total authorization of appropriations for fiscal year
2014 for those programs would be about $100 million and total
spending for fiscal years 2014 through 2018 would be almost $400
million. Part K would permit the Secretary of Education to grant
demonstration authority to eligible entities to incorporate com-
petency-based accountability into State accountability systems re-
quired under Title I. The bill also would require the Secretary to
disseminate a report detailing best practices on the implementation
of those systems. CBO estimates implementing part K would have
a negligible effect on discretionary spending.

Title V—Promoting Innovation. CBO estimates that title V
would authorize the appropriation of about $1.1 billion in fiscal
year 2014 and $5.6 billion over the 2014—18 period. Implementing
title V would cost about $3.5 billion over the 2014-18 period, as-
suming the appropriation of the estimated amounts.

Race to the Top and Investing in Innovation. Parts A and B
would authorize funding for the Race to the Top and Investing in
Innovation programs, both created in the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (Public Law 111-5). Those competitive grants
programs are designed to encourage educational innovation and re-
form at the State and local levels. CBO estimates that the bill
would authorize the appropriation more than $500 million for Race
to the Top and almost $150 million for Investing in Innovation for
fiscal year 2014. Implementing those two programs would cost $1.7
billion and $0.5 billion, respectively, over the 2014—18 period. The
Congress appropriated about $700 million for these two programs
in fiscal year 2013, and about $660 million was available after se-
questration.

Magnet Schools, Charter Schools, and Public School Choice.
Parts C, D, and E would reauthorize funding for Magnet Schools
Assistance, Charter School Grants, and Voluntary Public School
Choice. CBO estimates that the bill would authorize the appropria-
tion of almost $400 million for fiscal year 2014 and would have
total discretionary costs of about $1.3 billion over the 2014-18
period for those programs. The Congress appropriated about $350
million for grants for magnet and charter schools in 2013, an

2The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-117) authorized Promise Neigh-
borhood grants under the authority granted in the ESEA in Subpart I, of Part D, of Title V,
Fund for the Improvement of Education—Programs of National Significance.
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amount that was reduced by about $20 million by sequestration.
No funding was provided for public school choice in 2013.

College Information Demonstration Program. Part F would au-
thorize funding for a demonstration program to encourage sec-
ondary students at high-need schools to apply to and enroll in post-
secondary education and apply for and receive financial aid. CBO
estimates implementing this provision would cost about $90 million
over the 2014-18 period.

Title VI—Promoting Flexibility; Rural Education. Title VI
would reauthorize rural education achievement programs, which
provide grants to assist rural school districts in improving teaching
and learning outcomes. CBO estimates the bill would authorize the
appropriation of about $170 million in spending for fiscal year 2014
and approximately $900 million over the 2014-18 period. Imple-
menting this title would have discretionary costs of roughly $600
million over the 2014-18 period, assuming the appropriation of the
estimated amounts. The Congress appropriated about $180 million
for similar activities in fiscal year 2013, an amount that was re-
duced by about $10 million by sequestration.

Title VII—Indian, Native Hawaiian, and Alaska Native
Education. Title VII would reauthorize grant programs for Native
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Alaska Natives. Programs for
Alaska Natives would be authorized through 2019. The bill would
amend current law to authorize the repair and renovation of public
schools that serve higher concentrations of Native Hawaiian stu-
dents. CBO estimates the bill would authorize the appropriation of
about $200 million for fiscal year 2014 and $1.1 billion over the
2014-18 period. Implementing this title would cost about $700 mil-
lion over the 2014-18 period, assuming the appropriation of the
necessary amounts. The Congress appropriated almost $200 million
for these programs in 2013, an amount that was reduced by about
$10 million by sequestration.

Title VIII—Impact Aid. Title VIII would reauthorize impact aid
programs, which provide funding to assist local educational agen-
cies affected by the activities of the Federal Government, such as
those on a military base or Indian reservation. CBO estimates that
title VIIT would authorize about $1.2 billion in fiscal year 2014 and
about $6.5 billion over the 2014—18 period. We estimate that fully
funding this title would result in discretionary costs of $6.2 billion
over the 2014-18 period, assuming the appropriation of the esti-
mated amounts. The bulk of this spending, about $5.8 billion over
the 2014-18 period, would be for basic support payments to LEAs
to assist in the education of certain children residing on Federal
property. The additional $400 million would be used to construct
and maintain schools that educate those children. The Congress ap-
propriated almost $1.3 billion for impact aid in 2013, and a little
more than $1.2 billion was available after sequestration.

Title X—Committee on Effective Regulation and Assess-
ment of Systems for Public Schools. Title X would require the
Secretary of Education to establish a commission to examine Fed-
eral, State, and local regulations that affect elementary and sec-
ondary education. CBO estimates that this provision would author-
ize the appropriation of $1 million in each year.

Title XI—Amendments to Other Laws; Miscellaneous Pro-
visions. Subpart I of title XI would reauthorize the McKinney-
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Vento Homeless Assistance Act, which authorizes grants to States
to assist in the education of homeless children. The bill would au-
thorize the appropriation of such sums as may be necessary for fis-
cal years 2014 through 2020. CBO estimates that this subpart
would authorize the appropriation of more than $60 million for fis-
cal year 2014 and have discretionary costs of about $200 million for
the 2014-18 period. Available funding under this Act totaled about
$60 million for fiscal year 2013.

Subpart II would amend the Department of Education Organiza-
tion Act to create an agency within the department responsible for
the research and development of educational technology to improve
student achievement. Funding from the Investing in Innovation
program, authorized in title IV, would be reserved to support this
new agency. CBO estimates that this provision would authorize the
appropriation of $50 million in fiscal year 2014 and would cost al-
most 5200 million over the 2014-18 period.

Pay-as-you-go consideration: The Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of
2010 establishes budget-reporting and enforcement procedures for
legislation affecting direct spending or revenues. The net changes
in outlays under S.1094, the Strengthening America’s Schools Act
of 2013, that are subject to those pay-as-you-go procedures are
shown in the following table.

CBO Estimate of Pay-As-You-Go Effects for S.1094, the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of
2013, as Ordered Reported by the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions on June 12, 2013

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars

2013 2013

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2018 2023

NET INCREASE IN THE DEFICIT
Impact on the
Deficit ............. 0 3 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 10

Estimated impact on State, local, and tribal governments: S. 1094
contains no intergovernmental mandates as defined in UMRA and
would impose no costs on State, local, or tribal governments. Those
governments would benefit from grants authorized in the bill for el-
ementary and secondary education. Any costs associated with those
grants would be incurred voluntarily as a result of complying with
conditions of Federal assistance.

Estimated impact on the private sector: S.1094 would shield
schools from liability that might result from enrolling unaccom-
panied youth without parental or guardian consent. The bill would
impose a private-sector mandate, as defined in UMRA, on parents
and guardians ofunaccompanied youth to the extent that they
would be denied an existing right to compensation. However, such
claims are very rare, and no damages have been awarded for such
claims in the past 10 years. Therefore, CBO expects that the costs
of the mandate would not exceed the annual threshold established
in UMRA for private-sector mandates ($150 million in 2013, ad-
justed annually for inflation).

Previous CBO estimate: On July 10, 2013, CBO transmitted a
cost estimate for H.R.5, the Student Success Act, as ordered re-
ported by the House Committee on Education and the Workforce
on June 19, 2013. CBO estimated that the bill, which also would
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reauthorize the ESEA, would authorize the appropriation of about
$23 billion for fiscal year 2014 and $114 billion over the 2014-18
period. Differences in the estimates reflect differences in the legis-
lation.

Estimate prepared by: Federal Costs: Justin Humphrey; Impact
on State, Local, and Tribal Governments: J’nell L. Blanco; Impact
on the Private Sector: Vi Nguyen.

Estimate approved by: Peter H. Fontaine, Assistant Director for
Budget Analysis.

VII. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS
TITLE I—COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS FOR ALL STUDENTS

Part A—Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvan-
taged

The committee bill refocuses title I to provide States and districts
with the flexibility they need to ensure that all students, including
students with disabilities and English learners, are college- and ca-
reer-ready by the time they graduate from high school.

Standards

College- and Career-Ready Standards: States must adopt college-
and career-ready standards in reading and mathematics that align
with relevant career and technical standards, as well as credit-
bearing, academic coursework at the State’s public institutions of
higher education. Students who meet these standards will not need
remediation at the State’s public institutions of higher education.
States must also develop standards for science, but the Federal
Government does not require that these be used for accountability
purposes.

English Proficiency Standards: States must adopt English pro-
ficiency standards aligned with the State’s college- and career-
ready standards.

Early Learning Guidelines: The bill asks States who use title I
funds to develop or certify the existence of guidelines that are de-
velopmentally appropriate for children aged birth through entry
into kindergarten, which describe what children should know and
be able to do.

Assessments

States must develop assessments in reading and math aligned
with their college- and career-ready standards that are given not
less than once in grades three through eight, not less than once in
high school, and in all elementary and secondary schools. The as-
sessments must include multiple measures of student achievement
and measure individual student academic growth, which may be
accomplished through computer adaptive tests. States must also es-
tablish assessments for English proficiency aligned with the State’s
English proficiency standards. The outcomes of these assessments
will be incorporated into the State’s accountability framework.
States may develop alternate assessments for students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities, but such assessments may
not be given to more than 1 percent of all students in the State.
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State Accountability

A State will set ambitious, but achievable, annual performance
targets for student growth, academic proficiency and English pro-
ficiency for itself, its districts, and all its public elementary and
secondary schools for each assessed subject and grade level.

Performance targets may be:

e Those adopted through the waiver agreements with the Sec-
retary.

o The percentage of students meeting or exceeding grade-level
standards at the highest 10 percent of schools in the State, subject
to approval by the Secretary.

e Equally ambitious targets to the ones above, subject to ap-
proval by the Secretary.

To help States transition to this new accountability system,
States will establish a new baseline for its assessments 2 years
after the law is enacted. During the 2 year transition, States must
continue to assess students, disaggregate data, and provide inter-
ventions for schools that were priority and focus schools on the
date of enactment of the law.

Local Accountability

States will identify the following types of schools for different
interventions:

e Priority Schools—5 percent of the bottom-performing elemen-
tary schools and 5 percent of the bottom performing high schools
in the State. Districts must choose 1 of 6 interventions for schools
in this category, which include a State-developed intervention that
has a basis in evidence. Rural districts are given flexibility in ad-
ministering the interventions.

e Focus Schools—the 10 percent of schools that are not priority
schools with the greatest achievement gaps among student sub-
groups. States will develop and implement a data-driven correction
plan to improve student performance in these schools.

Districts will identify schools that have missed their performance
targets for student subgroups for 2 consecutive years and will, in
collaboration with the school, implement a locally designed inter-
vention to improve student performance.

State and Local Report Cards

Each district and State must provide a report card for each pub-
lic elementary and secondary school in the State. The report cards
must include, among other things: information relating to the
State’s accountability system; information relating to student
achievement and graduation rates, disaggregated and cross-tab-
ulated across income statute, ethnicity, gender, and ability; evalua-
tion results for teachers and principals, when appropriate; dis-
cipline data; information related to access to, and participation in,
Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs;
data related to pregnant and parenting students; and the number
of military-connected students served by public schools in the dis-
tricts and States.
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Equity Report Card

Each district must provide a parent with the following informa-
tion on each school:

e Student achievement data, disaggregated by subgroup;
e Information on the school’s funding source (Federal , State,
local, or donations);
e For each high school, the graduation rate and the rate stu-
dents enroll in college;
e Information on educational opportunities at each school, in-
cluding availability of:
e Preschool and full-day kindergarten; Advanced Placement
and International Baccalaureate courses; Dual enrollment and
early college opportunities; and Gifted programming; and
e Information on the school’s climate, including disciplinary
data.

Blue Ribbon Schools

The bill continues to provide States the option of recognizing and
rewarding schools with the highest student achievement and most
growth. States must define the criteria for recognizing schools
based on the percentage of making sufficient growth to achieve
college- and career-readiness, graduation rate, and the performance
of each subgroup of students. States may set-aside one-half percent
of title I to reward Blue Ribbon schools. Identified title I schools
may use reward funds to improve student achievement and to pro-
vide technical assistance to similar schools in the State. The bill
gives schools flexibility in the use of these funds.

Centers of Excellence in Early Childhood

The bill authorizes a new program to designate and reward ex-
emplary early childhood education programs that have a dem-
onstrated track-record of success in getting low-income families
ready for school. The governor of each State must nominate an
early childhood education program that may apply for a grant from
the Secretary. Centers of Excellence must use their grant to dis-
seminate best practices to other early childhood education pro-
viders in their area. Centers of Excellence may also use funding to
expand their services and increase access to their program. Subject
to appropriations, the minimum grant for a Center of Excellence is
$200,000.

Comparability of Services

By the 2015-16 school year, local school districts must show that
their average combined local and State funds per pupil for title I
schools is equal to or greater than the average combined local and
State funds per pupil for non-title I schools. If all schools in a dis-
trict are eligible for title I funds, the local school district must dem-
onstrate to the SEA that the average combined local and State
funds expended per pupil in high-poverty schools is equal to or
greater than the average combined local and State funds expended
per pupil in the district’s low-poverty schools.
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Equitable Distribution of Teachers

Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, the State educational
agency must provide for the equitable distribution of teachers with-
in local school districts. Teachers who are new to the profession,
have not completed a teacher preparation program, are not teach-
ing in their certified field of study, who are not classified as highly
qualified, and who are in the lowest or highest rating level of their
local teacher evaluation system must be equally distributed among
schools in high poverty areas and schools in lesser or low poverty
areas.

Part B—Pathways to College

Subpart 1—Improving Secondary Schools

The committee bill authorizes a new competitive grant program
that would award grants to implement innovative and effective sec-
ondary school reforms. These reforms are directed at title I high
schools with graduation rates below 75 percent that do not receive
priority schools resources.

Each targeted school would be required to implement one of the
following reform strategies:

e Graduation Promise Academies, which include ninth grade
academies taught by teams of teachers who work with small groups
for extended learning periods, etc.;

e Career Academies, which implement a rigorous curriculum
that integrates academics, career and technical education, and ex-
periential learning in high-skill, high-demand industries;

e Dual enrollment programs that provide dual enrollment oppor-
tunities with college credit-bearing courses, including accelerated
certificate programs with community colleges or other recognized
postsecondary credentials; or

e Early College Schools, which allow students to simultaneously
earn credits towards a high school diploma and either an associate
degree or transferable postsecondary education credits toward a
postsecondary degree at no cost to the student.

The High School Reform Program would replace the following ex-
isting programs: Comprehensive School Reform, School Dropout
Prevention, and Smaller Learning Communities.

Grant stipulations:

e Duration: 5 years, with conditions after year 3 based on satis-
factory progress.

o Eligible Entity: A high-need local education agency who part-
ners with—

¢ An institution of higher education, an employer, and an out-
side partner with a demonstrated track record of successful
high school reform or an intermediary.

Subpart 2—Accelerated Learning

The committee bill continues a program that awards grants to
States to reimburse students for Advanced Placement (AP) test fees
and expands the program to include reimbursement for Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) test fees. The bill also makes other
minor changes to improve program quality, including creating a
priority for applications that are part of a state-wide or district-
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wide strategy to increase the availability of AP or IB courses in
high-need schools.

Part C—Education of Migratory Children

The committee bill continues support for the Migratory Edu-
cation Program, which attempts to address the unique needs of mo-
bile migratory children who suffer, among other things, disrupted
or interrupted education and who need special supplemental sup-
port. The program provides formula grants to States based pri-
marily on their share of migratory children. The bill strengthens
the program by:

e Ensuring that migratory children and youth are expected to
meet the same college- and career-ready academic content stand-
ards that all children are expected to meet and requiring the collec-
tion of new performance data;

e Updating the grant formula to more accurately provide funding
based on actual counts of migratory students, including students
who receive services during the summer;

¢ Enhancing records transfer requirements to minimize the ef-
fects of mobility; and

e Prioritizing services towards migratory students who have
moved within the previous 12 months and those that have dropped
out of school, as well as those that are at risk of failing to meet
academic content standards.

Part D—Programs for Children and Youth Who Are Neglected, De-
linquent, or At-Risk

The committee bill continues support for the Neglected & Delin-
quent Program, which is designed to improve educational services
for children and youth in local and State institutions for neglected
and delinquent juveniles. This bill strengthens the program by:

e Ensuring that these children and youth are expected to meet
the same college and career-ready academic content standards that
all children are expected to meet and requiring the collection of
new performance data;

e Targeting funding to students who are truly “at-risk” by chang-
ing the definition of “at-risk” to eliminate the inclusion of students
based solely on academic issues; and

¢ Requiring the development of a transition plan for students en-
tering certain facilities and consultation between facilities and local
educational agencies upon release to ensure the students’ continued
success.

Part E—Educational Stability of Children in Foster Care

The committee bill authorizes new provisions to ensure edu-
cational stability for foster children who experience a number of
undue burdens in the course of their public school career, including
having to re-enroll in schools when they change foster placements
or leave foster care. This part would require that States receiving
funding under title I must coordinate with the responsible agencies
to ensure foster children—when leaving foster care, changing foster
placements, or in foster care—remain enrolled in their school of ori-
gin to the maximum extent possible, are enrolled immediately in
school, and have their records transferred in a timely fashion.
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TITLE II—SUPPORTING TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL EXCELLENCE

Part A—Continuous Improvement and Support for Teachers and
Principals

The committee bill makes several key changes to the title II-A
formula program, including:

¢ Professional Growth and Improvement Systems: Districts
that receive title II-A funds will develop teacher and principal
evaluation systems based on academic achievement and growth,
classroom observations, and other measures that inform teacher
performance (for teachers) and on academic achievement and
growth, instructional leadership, and, if districts choose, other
measures of principal performance (for principals). The evaluation
systems must be able to provide meaningful feedback to teachers
and principals in a timely manner and provide data to inform deci-
sions about professional development activities. The implementa-
tion of these systems does not alter the rights and remedies en-
joyed by educators through their local collective bargaining agree-
ments and States and districts with evaluation systems approved
under ESEA waivers do not have to alter the components of their
systems.

¢ Professional Development and Support: Districts will con-
duct professional development activities that are evidence-based
and aligned with the results of evaluations in order to improve stu-
dent academic achievement and increase students’ abilities to meet
college- and career-ready standards. Early childhood educators can
also be included in professional development activities.

e Early Childhood Transition: States and local school dis-
tricts may develop and implement programs and policies to im-
prove the transition of children from early childhood education and
care programs to elementary schools.

¢ Recruitment, Preparation and Distribution of Great
Teachers: Funds from title II may be used to recruit, prepare,
support, reward, and retain teachers and principals in the high-
need and low-performing schools where they are needed most. The
funds can also be used to improve the distribution of highly rated
teachers to ensure that low-income students are not taught by dis-
proportionate shares of low-rated teachers.

¢ Class Size Reduction: Restricts funds for class size reduction
to the early grades. Previous class size reduction programs failed
to produce significant results for students because they operated on
the margins. The bill will ensure that funds are used for class size
reduction to the early grades where they are most impactful.

¢ Principal Set-aside: Principals were one of the most signifi-
cant omissions of No Child Left Behind. The bill acknowledges the
impact of principal leadership in schools and ensures that of the 2
percent to 5 percent States set-aside for State-level activities, the
improvement of principal performance is among the few activities
in which a State can invest.

Part B—Teacher Pathways

The committee bill authorizes a new program designed to sup-
port the recruitment, selection, preparation, placement, retention,
and support of teachers in high-need subjects or fields who will im-
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prove student academic achievement and student outcomes at high-
needs schools.
Grant Stipulations:
o Eligible entities—States or districts in partnership with insti-
tutions of higher education or a nonprofit organization.
e Priority: Programs that have a track record of:
e Recruiting individuals with a demonstrated history of aca-
demic achievement;
¢ Recruiting individuals from underrepresented backgrounds;
e Preparing teachers who improve student achievement in
high-need schools.

Part C—Teacher Incentive Fund

The Teacher Incentive Fund will provide competitive grants to
develop, implement, improve, or expand strategies, including per-
formance-based incentives, to increase the number of highly effec-
tive teachers and principals in high-need schools. Priority will be
given to grantees who target placing highly effective teachers and
principals in priority schools or who have already developed a pro-
fessional growth and improvement system, as described in title 11—
A. Entities eligible for grants include: districts, States, or colleges
in partnership with districts and States.

Part D—Achievement Through Technology and Innovation

The committee bill continues support for an educational tech-
nology program that will award formula grants to States through
the title I formula. States can then award grants to districts,
through formula and competitiveness, to provide professional devel-
opment to educators on the effective use of technology to improve
instruction.

TITLE III—LANGUAGE AND ACADEMIC CONTENT INSTRUCTION FOR
ENGLISH LEARNERS AND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS

The committee bill continues to fund formula grants to ensure
that English learners and immigrant children achieve English pro-
ficiency while they attend public school. The committee bill better
targets the use of funds to support the use of evidence-based in-
structional programs and practices to support the acquisition of
English so that English learners make sufficient progress to grad-
uate college and become career ready.

Subpart 1—Grants & Subgrants for English Language Acquisition
& Language Enhancement

States will receive grants based on their share of the percentage
of English learners and Immigrant children they have relative to
the rest of the States. States must then provide subgrants in an
amount proportional to their share of English learners relative to
the number of English learners in the State. Subgrants will be
used to help English learners attain English proficiency and meet
the State’s college- and career-ready standards. Subgrantees must
use approaches that are evidence-based and proven to be effective
for teaching English learners and immigrant children, such as
high-quality professional development for educators.
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Each subgrantee will set individual targets for English learners
that will set them on a path to achieve English proficiency in no
less than 5 years.

State subgrant stipulations:

e Duration: Determined by the State.
o Eligible subgrantee:

¢ One or more districts.
e One or more districts in partnership with a college, a com-
munity organization, or a SEA.

Subpart 2—Accountability and Administration

States, with input from subgrantees and subject to approval by
the Secretary, will set a performance target for the number of
English learners served by the State who will achieve English pro-
ficiency not more than 5 years after they are identified as English
learners. Subgrantees will also set performance targets for English
proficiency. Also, each second year a subgrantee receives funds
from the State they will be evaluated along several factors, includ-
ing:

e The number & percentage of English learners becoming
English proficient in 5 years;

e The number & percentage of children meeting college- and ca-
reer-ready standards 2 years after receiving services;

e The progress made by former English learners in meeting
college- and career-ready standards.

States will use information from the evaluation to determine the
effectiveness of programs to decide whether to provide technical as-
sistance or discontinue funding to the subgrantee.

Subpart 3—National Activities

The Secretary will reserve 3.5 percent of title III funds for activi-
ties that include:

o Competitive grants to nonprofits or colleges with the expertise
and capacity to provide high-quality professional development to
improve classroom instruction for English learners;

o The establishment of an independent commission on the as-
sessment of English learners comprised of experts who can provide
the Secretary with advice regarding the development of English
learners and their inclusion in State assessments;

e Innovation grants to invest in research and development in
educational technology to improve English proficiency and aca-
demic achievement for English learners.

TITLE IV—SUPPORTING SUCCESSFUL, WELL-ROUNDED STUDENTS
Part A—Improving Literacy Instruction and Achievement

Subpart 1—Improving Literacy Instruction

The committee bill authorizes a new grant program to support
high-quality literacy instruction to help States strengthen the lit-
eracy skills of all students from birth through high school.

The committee bill includes non-renewable planning grants (that
last for a period of 1 year) and implementation grants to States
(that last for a period of 5 years with opportunities to renew).
Grants will be distributed to States by formula if the appropriation
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for this program exceeds $500 million. The formula is based on the
share of the State’s share of children from birth to 17 who live at
or below the poverty line. If appropriations are below $500 million,
grants are awarded to States competitively. States will competi-
tively distribute funds to:

¢ Enhance State capacity to improve literacy instruction.

e Provide high-quality, research-based professional development
to instructional staff.

e Support evidence-based practices to improve literacy and writ-
ing.

Ten percent of funds will be reserved to build the literacy skills
of children aged birth to 5.

State subgrant stipulations:

o Eligible Entities: Districts and early childhood education pro-
viders.
e Priority: Granted to—

¢ Entities that serve children living at or below poverty; and
e Entities that serve school-aged students reading or writing
below grade level.

Subpart 2—Improving Literacy and College and Career Readiness
Through Effective School Library Programs

The committee bill authorizes a competitive program to improve
students’ readiness for college and careers by providing students
with effective school library programs. The program funds effective
school library programs, which are: staffed with licensed profes-
sionals; have up-to-date books, materials and technology; includes
regular collaboration between classroom teachers and school librar-
ians in the development of curriculum; and supports the develop-
ment of digital literacy skills. Districts, or a consortium of districts,
are eligible to compete for these grants.

Part B—Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) Instruction and Support

Subpart 1—Improving STEM Instruction and Student Achievement

The committee bill authorizes a new STEM program that would
award grants to States. Grants will be distributed to States by for-
mula if the appropriation for this program exceeds $500 million.
The formula is based primarily on the share of the State’s share
of children from ages 5 to 17 who live at or below the poverty line.
If appropriations are below $500 million, grants are awarded to
States competitively. States will competitively distribute funds to
improve student academic achievement in STEM by:

e Increasing student access to high-quality STEM courses and
learning opportunities.

e Improving the quality and effectiveness of classroom instruc-
tion by recruiting, training, and supporting highly effective STEM
teachers.

e Preparing more students to be on track to college- and career-
readiness and success in STEM subjects.

State subgrant stipulations:
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e Eligible Entities: a high-need district, consortium of high-need
districts, or an outside partner (business, nonprofit, or a college)
working with a high-need district or consortium.

e Matching Requirement: 15 percent.

Subpart 2—STEM Master Teacher Corps

The committee bill requires the Secretary to set-aside 10 percent
of STEM funding under Subpart 1 for the STEM Master Teacher
Corps competitive grant program, which would offer career ad-
vancement and higher pay to the top 5 percent of K-12 STEM
teachers in the United States. Members of the teaching corps
would, in turn, mentor other STEM teachers and share best prac-
tices. The Secretary will administer the grants in consultation with
the Director of the NSF.

Grant stipulations:

e Duration: Not more than 5 years.

o Eligible Entities:
¢ Institutions of Higher Education.
e Non-profits that recruit STEM teachers or improve STEM
teacher effectiveness.

e Matching Requirement: 50 percent.
e Priority: Grantees that will—

e Serve large numbers of teachers.
e Serve rural areas, particularly high-need rural areas.

Part C—Increasing Access to a Well-Rounded Education and Fi-
nancial Literacy

Subpart 1—Increasing Access to a Well-Rounded Education

The committee bill authorizes a new well-rounded program that
would award grants to States. Grants will be distributed to States
by formula if the appropriation for this program exceeds $500 mil-
lion. The formula is based primarily on the share of the State’s
share of children from ages 5 to 17 who live at or below the poverty
line. If appropriations are below $500 million, grants are awarded
to States competitively.

This program will allow States to continue to build teacher ca-
pacity and allow access for low-income students to a well-rounded
education, including in the arts, physical education, financial lit-
eracy, health education, foreign languages, civics, history, music,
and environmental literacy.

The program requires States to identify and target gaps in low-
income students’ access to a high-quality, well-rounded education,
including: the selection of courses provided; the capacity of teachers
to provide excellent instruction in those subjects; and the quality
of standards, assessments, curricula, accommodations, and other
supports. States may provide subgrants to high-need districts, or a
consortium of such districts, to improve the skills of teachers or
build local capacity to provide a well-rounded education to low-in-
come students, students with disabilities, or English learners.

The programs that consolidated into the well-rounded Education
program include: Excellence in Economic Education; Teaching
American History; Arts in Education; Foreign Language Assistance
Program; and Academies for American History and Civics.
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Subpart 2—Financial Literacy Education

The committee bill authorizes a new program where the Sec-
retary can award grants to States to:

e Support professional development regarding financial literacy
education to secondary school teachers;

o Integrate financial literacy education into elementary and sec-
ondary schools that receive support under title I.

A State that receives funds under this subpart must provide a
match of 25 percent.

Part D—Successful, Safe and Healthy Students

Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students Program replaces a num-
ber of programs in current law that have not been as effective as
they were intended, largely due to their limited reach. The consoli-
dated programs are: Safe and Drug Free Schools State grants, Ele-
mentary School Counseling, Physical Education Program, Founda-
tions for Learning, Mental Health Integration in Schools, and Alco-
hol Abuse Reduction.

The Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students Program will ad-
vance student achievement and positive child and youth develop-
ment by promoting student health and wellness; preventing bul-
lying, violence, and drug use; and fostering a positive school cli-
mate. The Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students Program would
establish two State grant programs:

1. Grants for State and local data systems: The Secretary is au-
thorized to reserve 30 percent of funds, or $30 million, whichever
is greater, for formula grants to States to develop or enhance sys-
tems that will give local leaders the information they need to im-
prove the conditions for learning in their schools and communities.
The formula will be based on title I. During years where the over-
all appropriation for Successful Safe and Healthy is less than $30
million, the Secretary will direct all funds to States to develop con-
ditions for learning systems. This grant will help build State capac-
ity to develop a high-quality plan for the Successful, Safe, and
Healthy Students State Grants.

2. Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students State Grants: States
will receive funding to provide subgrants to implement programs to
support positive conditions for learning by promoting student
health and fitness, mental health and well-being, drug and violence
prevention, and safe and supportive schools. Funds will be distrib-
uted by formula to States (through the title I formula) but if the
appropriation for this program is below $500 million, the grants
would be awarded to States competitively. To be eligible to apply
for funding under this program, States must:

o Establish a statewide physical education requirement.

e Require all districts to establish policies that prohibit bullying
& harassment of students.

State subgrant stipulations:

o Eligible Entities: Districts, a consortium of districts, nonprofits
working with districts.

e Priority: Entities that serve low-income students and dem-
onstrate the greatest need.
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¢ Funding Allocation: States must distribute the following per-
centage of subgrant funds:

e Not less than 20 percent for programs to promote physical
activity, education, and fitness and nutrition;

e Not less than 20 percent for drug and violence prevention
(including bullying prevention); and

e Not less than 20 percent for programs to promote mental
health.

3. School Construction after a Violent or Traumatic Crisis: The
Secretary is authorized to provide financial assistance to districts
that serve a school in which the learning environment has been
disrupted due to a violent or traumatic crisis. Grants would sup-
port the acquisition or improvement of property as well as con-
struction.

Part E—Student Non-Discrimination

The committee bill authorizes Senator Franken’s Student Non-
Discrimination Act (SNDA), which ensures that all students have
access to a public education in a safe environment, free from dis-
crimination. This includes freedom from harassment, bullying, in-
timidation and violence on the basis of sexual orientation or gender
identity.

SNDA provides a comprehensive Federal prohibition of discrimi-
nation in public school based on actual, or perceived, sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. It also gives the Department of Edu-
cation the authority to combat such discrimination through regula-
tion and enforcement, much in the same way they did through title
IX and other non-discrimination laws. SNDA also provides mean-
ingful and effective remedies (loss of Federal funding and legal
cause of action for victims) for discrimination in public schools
based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity,
modeled after title IX. SNDA also provides those students who feel
they have experienced discrimination in violation of this part with
a private right of action.

Part F—21st Century Community Learning Centers

The committee bill continues the authorization for the 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning Centers (CCLC) Program, which cur-
rently funds before-school, after-school, or summer-learning pro-
grams. The committee bill will expand the program to give local
communities authority to decide whether to use 21st CCLC funds
for:

o before, after, or summer learning;

e a significantly increased school day, week or year to provide
more time for academic and enrichment activities; or

¢ a redesigned school program with at least 300 hours of addi-
tional school time for academics, additional subjects and enrich-
ment activities, and teacher collaboration and planning.

Funds will be distributed by formula to States (through the title
I formula), which then award subgrants to districts competitively.

State subgrant stipulations:

e Duration: 3 years with a chance to extend for 2 years if the en-
tity gets positive outcomes.
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o Eligible entities include partnerships between one or more
high-need local educational agencies and one or more public enti-
ties or nonprofit organizations with a demonstrated record of suc-
cess in designing and implementing before school, after school,
summer learning, or expanded learning time activities.

Rural districts who cannot find a partner can apply on their own.

e Priority: Entities that—

Provide strong research evidence for their activities;

¢ Propose to serve high percentages of low-income students;
e Have strong partnership agreements; and

¢ Provide matching funds.

Part G—Promise Neighborhoods
Subpart 1—Promise Neighborhoods Partnership Grants

The committee bill authorizes the new Promise Neighborhoods
Partnership program, which is a comprehensive program to provide
children with all the support they need from birth through college.
The proposal is based on the Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ), pro-
gram that has been successful in increasing college success for stu-
dents within a neighborhood in Harlem.

The program will fund national competitive grants to create
cradle-to-career “continuums of care” for all children in low-income
neighborhoods. The Promise Neighborhoods Program requires that
community-based organizations partner with local institutions as
they provide a wide range of services to children beginning at birth
and continuing through college entry. The services provided must
include elements that are essential to healthy development and,
eventually, college and career readiness, including training for ex-
pectant parents, high-quality early care and education, and sup-
portive services for children throughout their school years. Grant-
ees must monitor data on a range of indicators and share best
practices.

Grant stipulations:

e Duration: 5 years with a chance to extend for 1 year if the en-
tity can demonstrate significant improvement across a number of
performance metrics.

o Eligible Entity: A nonprofit that works with at least one of the
following: a high-need district, a charter school, an institution of
higher education, the mayor, or an Indian tribe.

e Match: 100 percent.

Subpart 2—Promise Neighborhoods Schools Grants

These are school-centered grants that allow schools to provide
wrap-around services on-site by leveraging existing resources in the
community. These grants will support the hiring of an on-site coor-
dinator who will help connect students and their families to the
academic and non-academic resources they need to experience suc-
cess in and outside of the classroom.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: 5 years with a chance to extend for 1 year if the en-
tity can demonstrate significant improvement across a number of
performance metrics.

o Eligible Entity: a high-need district in partnership with a non-
profit or a college.
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e Match: 100 percent.

e Priority: Entities that will—
¢ Direct significant investment to high-quality early childhood
education; and
e Provide schools with autonomy over staff, school time, and
budget.

Part H—Parent and Family Information Resource Centers

This committee bill continues support for parent and family in-
formation resource centers (PFIRCs) but refocuses the centers on
providing support to SEAs in coordinating parent and family en-
gagement policies, in supporting the lowest-performing districts as
they engage parents and families, and in coordinating the activities
of other relevant Federal programs and community-based organiza-
tions with SEAs and LEAs.

PFIRCs must set aside 30 percent of their funding to support
parent and family engagement activities for families whose chil-
dren attend early childhood education programs.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: 5 years.

o Eligible Entity: a high-need district in partnership with a non-
profit or a college.

e Match: 100 percent.

e Priority: Entities that have a track record of increasing and en-
hancing parent and family engagement for children in high-need
districts or who attend high-need schools.

Part I—Ready-to-Learn Television (RTLT)

The committee bill continues to fund the Ready-to-Learn Tele-
vision (RTLT) program. RTLT funds grants exclusively to public
telecommunications entities to develop and distribute educational
video for preschool- and elementary school-aged children and their
parents, in an effort to increase student academic achievement.
The program is unchanged in this bill.

Part J—Programs of National Significance

The committee bill authorizes a new Programs of National Sig-
nificance grant program. The program will award competitive
grants to non-profit organizations to carry out certain activities
previously carried out with earmarks. The following types of pro-
grams or entities would be able to compete for funding under this
program: Close Up; Civic education programs; National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards; Teach for America; the National
Writing Project; Reach Out and Read; Reading Is Fundamental,
VSA Arts; Javits Gifted and Talented Program; and programs
funded through the Women’s Educational Equity Act.

This part also allows grants for programs not previously funded
through earmarks, like programs that provide social, emotional,
and academic support to students from military families.

Part K—Competency-Based Assessment and Accountability Dem-
onstration Authority

The Secretary may provide States or a consortium of States with
the authority to incorporate competency-based accountability into
the State accountability system. This will allow States to create
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summative assessments that test for higher order skills, critical
thinking, problem solving, and self-directed learning aligned with
college- and career-ready standards.

This authority is only available for 3 years and may only be
awarded to a maximum of three States or a consortium of States.

TITLE V—PROMOTING INNOVATION

Part A—Race to the Top

The committee bill authorizes the Race to the Top competitive
grant program to provide incentives for comprehensive reforms de-
signed to lead to improved academic achievement for all students.

The Secretary will design a competition that advances one or
more of the following critical priorities:

e Increasing the access of children from low-income families to
highly rated teachers and school leaders;

e Strengthening the availability and use of data to improve in-
struction;

e Implementing college- and career-ready academic standards;

e Turning around the priority and focus schools;

e Creating successful conditions for the creation, expansion, and
replication of high-performing public charter schools and autono-
mous schools that serve students from low-income families;

¢ Providing equitable resources to high-poverty schools; and

¢ Improving school readiness by increasing access to high-quality
early childhood education programs for children from low-income
families or creating an integrated system of programs and services.

Grant stipulations:

e Duration: No more than 4 years.

o Eligible Entities: States, high-need districts, or a consortium of
either will be eligible to compete for funds.

e Priority: Granted to:

¢ Rural high-need school districts or a consortium.
e Grantees that offer full-day kindergarten, for those grantees
who offer early childhood education programs and services.

Part B—Investing in Innovation

The committee bill authorizes the Investing in Innovation Pro-
gram (I3), which is designed to develop and replicate promising
programs in education. The program will expand the implementa-
tion of, and investment in innovative practices with a demonstrated
impact on improving student achievement, closing achievement
gaps, increasing high school graduation rates, improving teacher
and school leader effectiveness, or improving school readiness.

The Secretary may choose to reserve 30 percent of the funds ap-
propriated for I3 to fund ARPA-ED, modeled on the success of the
Advanced Research Projects Agency at the Department of Defense.
ARPA-ED will fund projects run by industry, universities, or other
innovative organizations. Projects will be selected based on their
potential to transform teaching and learning.

Grant stipulations for I3 (not ARPA-ED):

e Duration: No more than 3 years with a chance to extend for
another 2 if it can demonstrate progress in improving student out-
comes.
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e Standard of Evidence: Applicants must show that their projects
have a basis in evidence.
o Eligible entities include:
e School districts.
e Non-profit in partnership with a district or a consortium of
districts.
o Set-aside: There will be a 22 percent set-aside for rural appli-
cants.
¢ Priority: Applicants who plan to—
e Address the needs of high-need districts.
e Improve school readiness through early childhood education.
e Address the learning needs of students with disabilities.

Part C—Magnet Schools Assistance Program

The committee bill maintains the magnet schools program as a
competitive grant program with more emphasis on funding whole-
school magnet programs or models that have demonstrated success
in improving student academic achievement and reducing minority
group isolation.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: No more than 3 years with a chance to extend for
another 2 if it can demonstrate progress in improving student out-
comes.

o Eligible Entities include: Districts.

e Priority: Applicants who:

¢ Demonstrate the greatest need based on expense/difficulty in
running a program.

e Support programs that have improved achievement or a
strong research basis.

e Open their programs to students on the basis of lottery in-
stead of examination.

e Serve the entire student population of a school.

Part D—Public Charter Schools

Subpart 1—Successful Charter Schools Program

The committee bill continues the charter schools program with a
focus on improving the quality of the sector and investing in proven
models of success. The charter school grants program will provide
competitive grants to support the creation, expansion, and replica-
tion of high-performing charter schools. To ensure that limited Fed-
eral resources are targeted to charter schools with a commitment
to strong academic results, the program requires high goals of stu-
dent academic achievement for all student subgroups, and mean-
ingful community outreach to parents and families. In addition, the
redesigned program:

e Promotes strong performance-based authorizing policies that
are transparent and effective in closing down unsuccessful schools;

e Ensures quality control through performance-based account-
ability; and

e Ensures charter schools recruit and meet the needs of students
with disabilities and English learners.

Grant Stipulations:
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e Duration: No more than 3 years with a chance to extend for
another 2 if it can demonstrate progress in improving student out-
comes.

¢ Eligible Entities include: States, districts, charter school au-
thorizers and nonprofit charter management organizations.

o Set-Aside: The program sets aside 15 percent for charter school
facilities.

e Reservation: 25 percent of the charter school grant funding will
be distributed to States.

o Priority: Applicants who will create, expand, or replicate char-
ters that serve low-income students.

Subpart 2—Charter School Facility Acquisition, Construction, and
Renovation

The committee bill continues support for the charter school facili-
ties program, which will support eligible entities to improve access
to facilities and facilities financing for high-performing charter
schools and assist them in addressing the cost of acquiring, con-
structing, and renovating facilities.

Competitive grants will be made for innovative facilities financ-
ing programs, including credit enhancement, open-facilities-access
programs, making available renovated or adapted space, leveraging
State and local facilities funding, and State per-pupil facilities aid
programs.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: 5 years.

o Eligible entities include: States, districts, nonprofit organiza-
tions, State financing authorities, or a consortium of such entities.

¢ Reservation: At least 65 percent of the funds must be expended
for credit enhancement grants.

Part E—Voluntary Public School Choice

The Voluntary Public School Choice program currently provides
competitive grants to support the establishment or expansion of
inter- and intra-district public school choice. In the committee bill,
we continue the competitive program with minor changes to im-
prove quality, including expanding the application requirements to
ask grantees how activities supported through the grant will lead
to increased student achievement and access to high-quality schools
for students attending the lowest-performing schools.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: No more than 3 years with a chance to extend for
another 2 if it can demonstrate progress in improving student out-
comes.

o Eligible Entities include: High-need districts applying in part-
nership with a State or another district.

¢ Priority: Applicants who will:

e Expand or establish inter-district choice programs for low-in-
come students.
e Establish or expand a program that will increase diversity.

Part F—College Information Demonstration Program

This committee bill authorizes the Secretary to establish a dem-
onstration program that provides funding to high-need schools to
assess the effectiveness of providing college awareness and applica-
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tion services and programs that will increase the chances that stu-
dents will: apply to college, apply for financial aid, enroll in college,
or receive financial aid.

At a minimum the Secretary will provide school districts that
agree to participate in the demonstration with certain information
for their students, including: guidance on how to apply to college
and for financial aid, including availability of different types of
Federal and State aid and application deadlines; information on
the likely net cost of attending a local college or a State flagship;
information about college application fee waivers.

TITLE VI—PROMOTING FLEXIBILITY; RURAL EDUCATION

Part A—Transferability

Current law allows up to 50 percent of non-administrative funds
for State-level activities under several programs in titles II, IV, and
V to be transferred to other programs in those same titles. This bill
provides increased flexibility by allowing States to transfer their
funds among all of the formula grant programs in the bill and in-
creases this percentage to up to 100 percent; though, they cannot
transfer funds out of titles I or III because of the robust State ac-
tivities required under those formulas, such as implementing ac-
countability systems under each respective title.

This provision also allows districts to transfer up to 100 percent
of the funds they receive through formula for activities authorized
under other formula programs. However, no funds may be trans-
ferred out of formula programs designated for particular student
populations, which include titles I (Disadvantaged), III (English
learners), VII (Native Hawaiian/Alaskan, Indian students), or VIII
(Federally Impacted).

Part B—Rural Education Achievement Program

The committee bill continues support for the Rural Education
Achievement Program (REAP), which is designed to address the
unique challenges of rural schools. The program provides supple-
mental funds and flexibility with uses of funds, recognizing that
formula grant amounts are often too small to make a major impact
in rural districts. REAP currently awards two types of formula
grants:

(1) The Small, Rural Schools Achievement (SRSA) Program,
which provides grants directly to eligible districts. Under SRSA,
there is a minimum and maximum grant amount that LEAs can
receive; the grant award amount is offset by the amount of funds
the LEA receives under other ESEA title funding.

(2) The Rural and Low Income Schools (RLIS) Program, which
provides grants to States, which then award subgrants to districts.

The committee bill will continue REAP, with several key
changes.

e The bill will update the locale codes used to classify rural dis-
trict to be consistent with those developed by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau and the National Center for Education Statistics. The locale
codes for REAP will be: 32, 33, 41, 42, and 43.

e Currently, if a district is eligible for both the SRSA and RLIS
programs, it must participate in only the SRSA program. In this
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bill, dual-eligible districts will be able to choose which program
they would rather participate in.

e Increase the minimum (from $20,000 to $25,000) and max-
imum (from $60,000 to $80,000) grant sizes for SRSA.

TITLE VII—INDIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN, AND ALASKA NATIVE
EDUCATION

Part A—Indian Education

Subpart 1—Formula Grants to Local Educational Agencies

Ninety-three percent of American Indians attend public schools
not affiliated with the schools run by the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation (BIE) at the Department of the Interior. The committee bill
continues support for formula grants directly to districts to help
them improve the academic achievement of Indian students by
meeting their unique cultural, language, and educational needs.
The formula is based primarily on the number of Indian children
the district serves.

The bill changes eligibility criteria for the program to allow for
different organizations—specifically, community organizations
made-up of tribal leaders—to apply for grants in the event that dis-
tricts decide not to pursue formula grants under this part. The bill
also encourages activities that—

e Support the restoration of Native American languages.
¢ Prevent violence, suicide, and substances abuse.
e Incorporate culturally and linguistically appropriate content
into classroom instruction.
e Provide access to high-quality early childhood education pro-
grams.
Grant Stipulations:
¢ Eligible Entities:
e Districts who serve at least 10 Indian students.
¢ Indian Tribes (if districts do not apply).
e Indian Community-Based Organizations (if districts and
tribes do not apply).
e A consortium of the above.

Subpart 2—Special Programs and Projects to Improve Educational
Opportunities for Indian Children and Youth

The committee bill continues support for projects to develop, test,
and demonstrate effectiveness of programs and services to improve
the educational opportunities and achievement of Indian students.

The bill enhances an existing focus on early childhood by allow-
ing grantees to support high-quality early childhood education pro-
grams that are effective in preparing children to be achieving at
grade level by the end of elementary school.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration: 3 years with an opportunity to extend for 2 addi-
tional years if the grantee meets objectives set by the Secretary.

¢ Eligible Entities: States, districts, tribes, tribal organizations,
tribal colleges, and BIE schools.
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Subpart 3—National Activities

The committee bill establishes a new program requiring the Sec-
retary to award grants to States, districts, and Indian entities to
support Native American language programs and Native American
language restoration programs.

The bill also directs the Secretary to conduct a study to improve
the collaboration between States and districts, other relevant State
and local agencies, and Indian tribes in the provision of services to
Indian students.

Part B—Native Hawaiian Education; Alaska Native Education

Subpart 1—Native Hawaiian Education

The committee bill continues support for a consolidated program
of competitive grants to Native Hawaiian educational or commu-
nity-based organizations, or other public or private nonprofit orga-
nizations with experience in operating Native Hawaiian programs.
Changes in the bill expand the allowable uses of the grant to in-
clude the development of a statewide system of early childhood
education programs to support the healthy development of Native
Hawaiian children.

The committee bill also continues support for a Native Hawaiian
Education Council. Changes in the bill focus the Native Hawaiian
Education Council’s efforts on addressing the educational and
workforce needs of Native Hawaiian students by redesigning the
composition of the Native Hawaiian Education Council and re-
focusing its purpose to ensure proper coordination of educational
and related services and programs available to Native Hawaiian
students. The council will also ensure that organizations that re-
ceive competitive grants under this part are regularly evaluated
based on objective, quantifiable measures to determine effective-
ness.

Subpart 2—Alaska Native Education

The committee bill continues support for programs to support
educational opportunity for Alaska Native students. The bill adds
maximizing Alaska Native participation in the planning and man-
agement of Native Alaskan programs to the purposes of Alaska Na-
tive Education grants. The bill prioritizes Alaska Native organiza-
tions in the awarding of grants and contracts. The bill also expands
the list of permissive activities under the grant to include a focus
on improving outcomes for at-risk students attending schools oper-
ated by tribes. Further, application requirements have been up-
dated to promote accountable and meaningful partnerships with
Alaska Native organizations.

Grant Stipulations:

e Duration:

¢ Eligible Entities:

e Alaska native organizations.

e Entities with experience in development or operating Alaska
Native programs.

e Cultural and community-based organizations.

e A consortium of the above.
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TITLE VIII—IMPACT AID

The committee bill continues to provide support for the Impact
Aid program. The Impact Aid program currently provides payments
to local educational agencies that are financially disadvantaged by
Federal land ownership (e.g. school districts where large numbers
of students live in non-taxable housing on a military base). For
local educational agencies impacted by the Federal property in
their districts, this program ensures an equitable allocation of dol-
lars by eliminating the subjectivity caused by the requirement to
determine the “highest and best use” of land. For local educational
agencies impacted by the federally connected children in their dis-
tricts, the bill addresses issues caused by the privatization of mili-
tary housing. The bill also makes changes to foundation payments
and the formula used when the program cannot be fully funded.
This program has historically been behind in providing payments;
this bill incorporates language from a bill introduced by Senator
Murray requiring the Department of Education to pay the full
amount due in a timely fashion. Many of these changes were made
in the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act, but with a sunset
of 2 years. This bill makes the changes permanent.

TITLE IX—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Evaluation of Programs

In current law, the Secretary’s evaluation authority for pro-
grams, and the amount he could reserve for such evaluation, was
restricted either by title or by program. We have consolidated the
evaluation authority for each program into one section giving the
Secretary the authority to carry out high-quality evaluations of all
programs and related policies, with a focus on rigorous impact eval-
uations where feasible and appropriate. For this purpose, the bill
reserves not less than 1, and not more than 3 percent, from all
other programs (only 1 percent from title I).

Definitions

This title includes the general definitions for the Act. Definitions
of particular importance include: professional growth and improve-
ment system (teacher and principal evaluation systems), young
child (children aged birth to kindergarten), professional develop-
ment, expanded learning time, graduation rate, highly qualified
teacher, positive behavioral interventions and supports, high-need
school, and early childhood education program.

Other Relevant Provisions

Other provisions include the authorization for the Secretary to
issue waivers, school prayer guidance, and the unsafe school choice
option. The unsafe school option allows the family of a child who
has been a victim of a crime in or on the grounds of the school to
choose to attend another school in the same LEA.

TITLE X: COMMISSION ON EFFECTIVE REGULATION AND ASSESSMENT
SYSTEMS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

This bill establishes a Commission on Effective Regulation and
Assessment Systems for Public Schools. The Commission will: (1)
examine the regulatory requirements on elementary and secondary
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education at the Federal, State, and local levels; (2) make rec-
ommendations on how to align and improve requirements in such
regulations; (3) examine the quality and purpose of current require-
ments; and (4) make recommendations to improve and align assess-
ment systems to provide meaningful information and improve stu-
dent achievement, teacher performance, and innovation.

TITLE XI—AMENDMENTS TO OTHER STATUTES

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Program

The McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and
Youth (EHCY) program was created to remove the barriers to edu-
cation caused by homelessness. This bill improves the program by
reinforcing and expanding key provisions, including school sta-
bility, enrollment, and support for academic achievement. Specifi-
cally, this reauthorization:

e Maintains the requirement for schools to keep homeless chil-
dren and youth in their original schools, unless the parent, guard-
ian, or unaccompanied youth wishes to change schools, or unless an
individualized, best-interest determination by the school supports a
change of schools;

e Addresses credit-accrual problems, increases access to credit-
recovery opportunities, and supports the provision of high-quality
early care and education programs and services to young homeless
children;

o Clarifies the law to help defray costs associated with trans-
porting homeless students to the school of origin;

e Describes a clear and accessible dispute resolution process for
parents;

¢ Ensures homeless students access the full range of academic
support opportunities offered by schools; and

e Enhances school districts’ ability to identify and serve home-
less children and youth by requiring professional development,
training, resources and time for homeless liaisons so they can carry
out the duties required by the Act.

VIII. ADDITIONAL VIEWS

Additional Views of Senators Alexander, Enzi, Burr, Isakson, Paul,
Hatch, Roberts, Murkowski, Kirk, and Scott

INTRODUCTION

Over the last decade, the U.S. Department of Education has be-
come so congested with Federal mandates that it has become, in
effect, a National school board. This congestion of mandates is
caused by three things: No Child Left Behind, Race to the Top, and
the Obama administration’s unprecedented use of waivers to im-
pose on States new requirements not authorized in law.

In 2001, Republicans and Democrats in Congress and President
George W. Bush worked together to enact a reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to improve our
Nation’s schools. They called it No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The
law responded to concerns that our schools were not adequately
preparing our young people for the future, that many students
were being ignored, and that billions’ of American taxpayer dollars
were not producing good results. Among many things, it imposed
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a complicated system for deciding whether schools were succeeding
or failing based on State test results, sanctions for schools missing
their performance targets, and a requirement that each of our Na-
tion’s 3.2 million teachers be “highly qualified” as defined by Wash-
ington. The goal was laudable enough: All 50 million students in
nearly 100,000 public schools were to be proficient in reading and
math by the end of the 2013—14 school year. Unfortunately, NCLB
inserted too many Washington rules and regulations into matters
that should have been left to communities, parents, and classroom
teachers.

No Child Left Behind has had some positive results. It has
helped create an environment in which many States have put in
place challenging standards in reading and math and are con-
ducting annual tests aligned with those standards. All States are
participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress—
“the Nation’s report card”—providing a reliable audit of the rigor
of States’ standards and tests. The law encouraged school choice
and the growth of charter schools, giving more parents the oppor-
tunity to choose the best school for their child. Most importantly,
States, local districts, and schools are now reporting annually on
student achievement overall and for each subgroup of students
based on race, ethnicity, family income, English proficiency, and
disability status. As a result of this so-called “disaggregation” of
data, parents, State legislators, and governors are better able to
identify struggling schools and populations and are holding their
districts, schools, principals, and teachers accountable.

However, data from the last 10 years confirm that the Federal
mandates and regulations NCLB imposed upon local schools have
not worked as well as the law’s authors had hoped. Federal funding
for programs under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
increased by 64 percent between 2000 and 2012, but insufficient
progress was made toward the goal of universal student proficiency
in core academic subjects. NCLB armed parents and policymakers
with better data on which to base their decisions, but its prescrip-
tive Federal mandates have too often hamstrung their ability to
make the right decisions for their schools. This experience makes
it clear that local schools cannot be fixed from Washington—only
principals, teachers, parents, and communities can improve their
schools.

In 2009, President Obama and congressional Democrats created
the competitive grant program known as Race to the Top. This pro-
gram provided grants to States to pursue aggressive education re-
forms such as raising standards, improving tests, evaluating and
rewarding outstanding teaching, and expanding charter schools.
Unfortunately, the Administration used the program to essentially
mandate that the 46 applicant States, along with the District of
Columbia, adopt the Common Core State Standards in reading and
math, federally defined turnaround models for failing schools, and
prescriptive teacher and principal evaluation systems.

Congress’s failure to fix NCLB has now allowed the Administra-
tion to turn its waiver authority under Title IX of ESEA—under
which States may request relief from unworkable Federal man-
dates—into a conditional process in which the U.S. Secretary of
Education dictates what States must do in order to obtain that re-
lief. To obtain a waiver today, States must either adopt the Com-
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mon Core standards in reading and math or prove to the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s satisfaction that their standards would
prepare a high school graduate for college or careers, accept new
Federal definitions of how the State should measure a school’s per-
formance, and develop statewide teacher and principal evaluation
systems that conform to Federal regulations. The law does not give
the Secretary the authority to impose on States requirements that
were developed in the executive branch without congressional ap-
proval. Yet the mandates in NCLB have become so dysfunctional
that States are effectively forced into the waiver process: 47 States
plus the District of Columbia have applied.

The latest developments in the Administration’s waiver policy
are even more troubling. In August 2013, the Secretary granted
waivers to eight California school districts after previously denying
a waiver application from the State of California itself, despite the
fact that the law clearly States that school districts seeking waiv-
ers must apply to the Secretary through their States. This new pol-
icy threatens to undermine the ability of States to pursue a coher-
ent reform agenda and is only the latest evidence of the Depart-
ment of Education having assumed for itself the role of national
school board.

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013

Instead of reversing the congestion of Federal mandates that has
built up over the past decade, the 1,150-page Strengthening Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 2013 would not only freeze these mandates in
place, it would expand the Federal role in elementary and sec-
ondary education. The committee-passed bill suggests Congress
and the Federal Government do not trust parents, classroom teach-
ers, school administrators, and States to care about and educate
their children. It reinforces NCLB’s mistaken notion that Wash-
ington must do it for them.

Although this bill eliminates NCLB’s onerous Adequate Yearly
Progress mandate, it replaces it with an equally unworkable re-
gime requiring States to set prescriptive performance goals that
meet Federal requirements and must be negotiated with Wash-
ington. It also would force States to identify and fix more than 20
percent of public schools based on federally defined measures of
student performance and growth, achievement gaps, and high
school graduation rates. Furthermore, this bill doubles down on the
inflexible school turnaround strategies that are mandated under
Race to the Top and the Administration’s waiver program despite
the absence of research to support their effectiveness. We believe
school turnaround models cannot be so thoughtfully constructed
from Washington to respond to the unique circumstances facing
thousands of schools across the country. Any attempt to do so will
either be overly prescriptive or produce a lowest-common-denomi-
nator compromise that forces local districts to engage in a mean-
ingless exercise in complying with Federal regulations.

This bill further micromanages States by requiring them to re-
ceive Washington approval of their standards and measures of stu-
dent growth, prove to the U.S. Department of Education the ade-
quacy of their assessments, and force students with disabilities to
take tests that may be inappropriate. We believe that these steps
will only exacerbate concerns about the federalization of what was
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initially a voluntary, State-led effort to adopt common standards
and assessments.

Under this bill, every one of our approximately 15,000 local
school districts in the United States would be required to imple-
ment the same federally defined approach to evaluating teachers
and principals, based in significant part on student test scores and
other prescribed elements. While we believe that strong evaluation
systems are an essential component of education reform, the Fed-
eral Government should not mandate these systems or define how
{:hey1 are to be developed and implemented at the State or local
evel.

This bill purports to elevate the importance of teacher effective-
ness over the paper credentials that are the basis of the current
Federal definition of a “Highly Qualified Teacher.” Yet it retains
the Highly Qualified Teacher requirements from NCLB for almost
all new teachers, providing only limited flexibility for teachers in
rural schools. Under this bill, even if a teacher is found to be high-
ly effective under a State or district evaluation system, that teach-
er would still have to go through a complicated bureaucratic proc-
ess in order to demonstrate that they are “highly qualified” based
on State licensure requirements, education credentials, and test re-
sults. There was no research evidence to support these Federal re-
quirements when they were first put in place under NCLB, and
there is none now. By continuing to include the Highly Qualified
Teacher provision in Federal law, this bill would continue to keep
many talented individuals from entering the teaching profession.

While NCLB demonstrated that focused data collection and re-
porting are important accountability tools, this bill adds more than
150 new reporting elements, including, but not limited to, school-
level information on student pregnancy, college remediation rates,
incidents of student drug use, detentions, suspensions, class size,
and the salaries of inter-scholastic athletic coaches. The Council of
Chief State School Officers estimates that the new reporting re-
quirements in title I of this bill alone would require States to col-
lect, analyze, and report almost 46,000 data elements annually.
Aside from the burden this would place on our Nation’s schools, it
is doubtful that the U.S. Department of Education has the capacity
to analyze all this data or to use it constructively.

This bill recognizes a legitimate concern about the inequitable
distribution of Federal school funding, particularly the formula
under title I-A, which is intended to distribute funds to the need-
iest students in low-income schools. Due to a flaw known as the
“comparability loophole,” the current formula often results in the
money going to schools serving less disadvantaged students. How-
ever, this bill seeks to address this problem in the wrong way.
Rather than improving the flawed Federal title I-A formula to en-
sure that Federal funds follow the poorest students to the schools
they attend, this bill seeks to micromanage how States and local
districts allocate their own State and local funds.

By requiring that “comparability” be demonstrated based on dis-
trict expenditures, this bill would cause dramatic upheaval in our
Nation’s school finances and place a substantial burden on States
and local school districts. According to the Council of Great City
Schools, complying with this provision would cost 63 of our Na-
tion’s large urban districts $2 billion of their own dollars. This
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amounts to a direct tax on our Nation’s poorest communities and
is one of the starkest examples of how this bill moves towards es-
tablishing a national school board. It seeks to leverage the Federal
Government’s limited investment, which represents approximately
10 percent of public school funding, to tell local districts how they
must allocate the 90 percent of funding that comes from State and
local sources. As the U.S. Supreme Court explained in its 2012 de-
cision, National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius,
which struck down the expansion of Medicaid under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act, such Federal policies amount
to a “gun to the head” that crosses the line between encouragement
and coercion and represents “economic dragooning that leaves the
States with no real option but to acquiesce.”

In addition to further expanding the role and power of the U.S.
Department of Education, the Strengthening America’s Schools Act
of 2013 fails to address the lack of return on the American tax-
payer’s education investment and the dire condition of the Federal
purse. Rather than eliminating duplicative or ineffective programs
and providing more flexibility to States and local school districts
through program consolidation, this bill creates 28 new programs
and dedicates nearly 500 pages to new competitive grant programs.
Based on the President’s budget proposal and bills that other mem-
bers have introduced to authorize funding for these programs,
these additions could increase Federal spending under ESEA by $3
billion annually. This would only divert limited Federal resources
away from the States, school districts, and schools that need it
most.

Finally, this bill leaves the Secretary’s waiver authority virtually
untouched. If enacted into law, it would provide no relief to the 41
States and the District of Columbia with waivers until those waiv-
ers expire. And the nine States without waivers would have to im-
plement most of the same Federal mandates. While disguised as of-
fering flexibility from the requirements of NCLB, in reality this bill
requires that all States submit to the subjective judgments of
unelected bureaucrats and unaccountable peer review panels in
Washington, DC.

A BETTER SCHOOLS PLAN

Republican members of this committee offered and unanimously
supported a 220-page alternative proposal that moves in a different
direction—toward helping children learn what they need to know
by restoring responsibility to States and communities and giving
teachers and parents freedom, flexibility, and choice. It is called
the “Every Child Ready for College or Career Act.”

The Every Child Ready for College or Career Act emphasizes
State and local decisionmaking. It takes Washington out of the
business of deciding whether local schools are succeeding or failing,
freeing all schools from NCLB’s Adequate Yearly Progress man-
date. Rather than Federal rules on how States and local districts
identify and fix public schools based on performance measures and
turnaround strategies defined by Washington, this alternative pro-
posal asks States to develop their own systems to identify schools
that need assistance in meeting State-developed standards, as well
as any other performance measures determined by States, and asks
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10(}:1a1 1districts. to develop their own strategies for improving these
schools.

Instead of mandating that States adopt standards that conform
to a new Federal definition of “college and career ready,” this pro-
posal maintains the current requirement that States have chal-
lenging academic standards and annual assessments in reading,
math, and science, including alternative and modified standards
and assessments for students with disabilities. It prohibits the U.S.
Secretary of Education from specifying, defining, or prescribing the
standards or measures that States or school districts use to estab-
lish, implement, or improve their standards and assessments. The
Secretary also may not require or coerce States or local districts to
adopt common standards, assessments, or accountability systems.

This proposal recognizes that funding to local school districts
under Title I of ESEA has drifted from its intended purpose of
helping the poorest students and gives States the option to let title
I funds follow low-income children to the public school they attend.
In doing so it provides an opportunity for States to address the for-
mula flaw that often diverts these funds to schools serving wealthi-
er families. It does not, however, impose a new mandate that would
either force involuntary teacher transfers or cause a dramatic up-
heaval in how local schools are funded, as would occur under the
majority’s bill. It also makes it easier for States to offer low-income
garents more choice in finding the right public school for their chil-

ren.

The Every Child Ready for College or Career Act eliminates the
Federal “Highly Qualified Teacher” requirement altogether, restor-
ing States’ control over who is allowed to teach in their schools. It
encourages, but does not require, States and local school districts
to create teacher and principal evaluation systems that relate
teacher performance to student achievement and other factors de-
termined by the State, by allowing them to use funds under Title
II of ESEA for that purpose. The Federal Teacher Incentive Fund
grant program would continue to support innovative teacher and
principal performance-based compensation programs.

Rather than allowing decisionmakers in Washington, DC, to de-
termine funding priorities, the Every Child Ready for College or
Career Act consolidates 62 existing programs authorized by NCLB
or funded by subsequent appropriations bills. It gives those funds
back to States and local school districts in the form of two flexible
and streamlined block grants to better meet the unique and specific
needs of students, as determined at the local level. It also elimi-
nates the current “maintenance of effort” requirement, giving
States more flexibility to decide where and when to make targeted
investments in education.

Finally, this alternative proposal preserves the original intent of
the waiver authority under title IX of the law. The Secretary is au-
thorized to waive portions of the law that stifle State and local in-
novation, but that authority is limited. The Every Child Ready for
College or Career Act specifies that States and local districts may
submit applications that will enable them to improve student aca-
demic achievement. The Secretary may review those applications
and shall approve them with deference to State and local judg-
ments on the best way to do this. The Secretary may not, however,
use the waiver authority to become a national school board and
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mandate performance targets, standards and assessments, growth
models, teacher and principal evaluations, or any other conditions
not already specified in the law. Furthermore, while local school
districts may individually or collectively apply for waivers with the
support of their State, the Secretary is prohibited from circum-
venting the legal authority of States and their governors when
granting waiver requests.

CONCLUSION

The accumulation of Federal mandates over the past decade has
turned the U.S. Department of Education into a national school
board for our 100,000 public schools. Today, States must come to
Washington to get approval for their plans to improve their schools,
and unelected bureaucrats make decisions that determine how 50
million students will be educated. This unfortunate situation is
partly attributable to the failure of Congress to fix the problems
with No Child Left Behind. It also reflects this Administration’s
use of competitive grants and waivers to coerce and impose restric-
tive mandates on States and local districts.

The Democrats on this committee have offered a 1,150-page plan
that would not only maintain these mandates, but expand them, by
setting Federal performance targets, mandating common standards
and assessments, requiring federally defined teacher and principal
evaluation systems, creating 28 new programs and 150 new report-
ing requirements, and maintaining the Secretary of Education’s un-
checked power to grant waivers based on conditions not specified
in the law. Their Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013
seeks to codify a range of policies that have supplanted the judg-
ment of governors, legislators, school boards, teachers, and parents.

Committee Republicans offered instead a 220-page proposal that
emphasizes State and local decisionmaking. It gets Washington out
of the business of deciding whether local schools are succeeding or
failing, prohibits the U.S. Secretary of Education from prescribing
standards or accountability systems for States, makes it easier for
States to offer low-income parents more choice in finding the right
public school for their children, encourages States and local dis-
tricts to create teacher and principal evaluation programs free of
Federal mandates, and offers more flexibility in spending Federal
education dollars, while cutting waste.

This is not a proposal just for Republicans. We believe this pro-
posal represents the views of governors leading the charge for edu-
cation reform, State legislators who are working to improve their
local schools, teachers who value the freedom to teach, and parents
who want the best education possible for their children.

While the process and product of this committee markup was de-
cidedly partisan, with majority and minority members offering fun-
damentally different views about the role of the Federal Govern-
ment in elementary and secondary education, Senate Republicans
are committed to moving forward on reauthorizing ESEA and fix-
ing NCLB.
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We welcome an opportunity to have a full and vigorous debate
through regular order that enables the entire Senate to participate
in shaping this legislation. We look forward to such a debate and
hope that it leads to a product that frees States, local school dis-
tricts, teachers, parents, and students from the outdated and un-
warranted mandates of NCLB.

LAMAR ALEXANDER.
MicHAEL B. ENzI.
RICHARD BURR.
JOHNNY ISAKSON.
RAND PAUL.

ORRIN HATCH.

PAT ROBERTS.

Lisa MURKOWSKI.
MARK KIRK.

TiM SCOTT.

IX. CHANGES IN EXISTING LAaw

In compliance with paragraph 12 of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill as
reported are shown as follows: Existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in [black bracketsl, new matter is printed in italic, ex-
isting law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman:

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT OF 1965
ES £ ES ES ES £ ES

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965”.

[SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
[The table of contents for this Act is as follows:

[Sec. 1. Short title.
[Sec. 2. Table of contents.

[TITLE I-IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF THE
DISADVANTAGED

[Sec. 1001. Statement of purpose.
[Sec. 1002. Authorization of appropriations.
[Sec. 1003. School improvement.
[Sec. 1004. State administration.

[PART A—IMPROVING BASIC PROGRAMS OPERATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES

[Subpart 1—Basic Program Requirements

[Sec. 1111. State plans.

[Sec. 1112. Local educational agency plans.

[Sec. 1113. Eligible school attendance areas.

[Sec. 1114. Schoolwide programs.

[Sec. 1115. Targeted assistance schools.

[Sec. 1116. Academic assessment and local educational agency and school improve-
ment.

[Sec. 1117. School support and recognition.

[Sec. 1118. Parental involvement.

[Sec. 1119. Qualifications for teachers and paraprofessionals.

[Sec. 1120. Participation of children enrolled in private schools.
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[PART D—PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

[Sec.
[Sec.
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1120A. Fiscal requirements.
1120B. Coordination requirements.

[Subpart 2—Allocations

1121. Grants for the outlying areas and the Secretary of the Interior.
1122. Allocations to States.

1124. Basic grants to local educational agencies.

1124A. Concentration grants to local educational agencies.

1125. Targeted grants to local educational agencies.

1125AA. Adequacy of funding of targeted grants to local educational agencies

in fiscal years after fiscal year 2001.
1125A. Education finance incentive grant program.
1126. Special allocation procedures.
1127. Carryover and waiver.

[PART B—STUDENT READING SKILLS IMPROVEMENT GRANTS
[Subpart 1—Reading First

1201. Purposes.

1202. Formula grants to State educational agencies.
1203. State formula grant applications.

1204. Targeted assistance grants.

1205. External evaluation.

1206. National activities.

1207. Information dissemination.

1208. Definitions.

[Subpart 2—Early Reading First

1221. Purposes; definitions.

1222. Local Early Reading First grants.
1223. Federal administration.

1224. Information dissemination.

1225. Reporting requirements.

1226. Evaluation.

[Subpart 3—William F. Goodling Even Start Family Literacy Programs

1231. Statement of purpose.

1232. Program authorized.

1233. State educational agency programs.
1234. Uses of funds.

1235. Program elements.

1236. Eligible participants.

1237. Applications.

1238. Award of subgrants.

1239. Evaluation.

1240. Indicators of program quality.
1241. Research.

1242. Construction.

[Subpart 4—Improving Literacy Through School Libraries
1251. Improving literacy through school libraries.
[PART C—EDUCATION OF MIGRATORY CHILDREN

1301. Program purpose.

1302. Program authorized.

1303. State allocations.

1304. State applications; services.

1305. Secretarial approval; peer review.

1306. Comprehensive needs assessment and service-delivery plan; authorized

activities.
1307. Bypass.
1308. Coordination of migrant education activities.
1309. Definitions.

WHO ARE NEGLECTED, DELINQUENT, OR AT-RISK

1401. Purpose and program authorization.
1402. Payments for programs under this part.
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1603.
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1605.
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1702.
1703.
1704.
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[Subpart 1—State Agency Programs
Eligibility.
Allocation of funds.
State reallocation of funds.
State plan and State agency applications.
Use of funds.
Institution-wide projects.
Three-year programs or projects.
Transition services.
Evaluation; technical assistance; annual model program.

[Subpart 2—Local Agency Programs

Purpose.

Programs operated by local educational agencies.

Local educational agency applications.

Uses of funds.

Program requirements for correctional facilities receiving funds under
this section.

Accountability.

[Subpart 3—General Provisions

Program evaluations.
Definitions.

[PART E—NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF TITLE I

Evaluations.

Demonstrations of innovative practices.
Assessment evaluation.

Close Up fellowship program.

[PART F—COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL REFORM

Purpose.

Program authorization.
State applications.
State use of funds.
Local applications.
Local use of funds.
Evaluation and reports.
Quality initiatives.

[PART G—ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAMS

Short title.

Purposes.

Funding distribution rule.

Advanced placement test fee program.
Advanced placement incentive program grants.
Supplement, not supplant.

Definitions.

[PART H—SCHOOL DROPOUT PREVENTION

Short title.
Purpose.
Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 1—Coordinated National Strategy
National activities.

[Subpart 2—School Dropout Prevention Initiative

Definitions.

Program authorized.

Applications.

State reservation.

Strategies and capacity building.

Selection of local educational agencies for subgrants.
Community based organizations.

Technical assistance.
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[Sec. 1829. School dropout rate calculation.
[Sec. 1830. Reporting and accountability.

[PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

[Sec. 1901. Federal regulations.

[Sec. 1902. Agreements and records.

[Sec. 1903. State administration.

[Sec. 1904. Local educational agency spending audits.

[Sec. 1905. Prohibition against Federal mandates, direction, or control.
[Sec. 1906. Rule of construction on equalized spending.

[Sec. 1907. State report on dropout data.

[Sec. 1908. Regulations for sections 1111 and 1116.

[TITLE II—PREPARING, TRAINING, AND RECRUITING HIGH QUALITY
TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS
[PART A—TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL TRAINING AND RECRUITING FUND

[Sec. 2101. Purpose.
[Sec. 2102. Definitions.
[Sec. 2103. Authorizations of appropriations.
[Subpart 1—Grants to States

[Sec. 2111. Allotments to States.
[Sec. 2112. State applications.
[Sec. 2113. State use of funds.
[Subpart 2—Subgrants to Local Educational Agencies

[Sec. 2121. Allocations to local educational agencies.
[Sec. 2122. Local applications and needs assessment.
[Sec. 2123. Local use of funds.
[Subpart 3—Subgrants to Eligible Partnerships

[Sec. 2131. Definitions.
[Sec. 2132. Subgrants.
[Sec. 2133. Applications.
[Sec. 2134. Use of funds.
[Subpart 4—Accountability

[Sec. 2141. Technical assistance and accountability.

[Subpart 5—National Activities
[Sec. 2151. National activities of demonstrated effectiveness.

[PART B—MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE PARTNERSHIPS

[Sec. 2201. Purpose; definitions.
[Sec. 2202. Grants for mathematics and science partnerships.
[Sec. 2203. Authorization of appropriations.

[PART C—INNOVATION FOR TEACHER QUALITY
[Subpart 1—Transitions to Teaching
[[Chapter A (relating to Troops-To-Teachers Program) was repealed by section
541(d) of division A of Public Law 112-239.]

[CHAPTER B—TRANSITION TO TEACHING PROGRAM
[Sec. 2311. Purposes.
[Sec. 2312. Definitions.
[Sec. 2313. Grant program.
[Sec. 2314. Evaluation and accountability for recruiting and retaining teachers.
[CHAPTER C—GENERAL PROVISIONS
[Sec. 2321. Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 2—National Writing Project

[Sec. 2331. Purposes.
[Sec. 2332. National Writing Project.
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2342.
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2344.
2345.

2346.

2351.
2352.

2361.
2362.
2363.
2364.
2365.
2366.
2367.
2368.

2401.
2402.
2403.
2404.

2411.
2412.
2413.
2414.
2415.
2416.

2421.
2422.

2431.
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[Subpart 3—Civic Education

Short title.

Purpose.

General authority.

We the People program.

Cooperative civic education and economic education exchange pro-
grams.

Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 4—Teaching of Traditional American History

Establishment of program.
Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 5—Teacher Liability Protection

Short title.

Purpose.

Definitions.

Applicability.

Preemption and election of State nonapplicability.
Limitation on liability for teachers.

Allocation of responsibility for noneconomic loss.
Effective date.

[PART D—ENHANCING EDUCATION THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Short title.

Purposes and goals.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 1—State and Local Technology Grants

Allotment and reallotment.
Use of allotment by State.
State applications.

Local applications.

State activities.

Local activities.

[Subpart 2—National Technology Activities

National activities.
National education technology plan.

[Subpart 3—Ready-to-Learn Television
Ready-to-Learn Television.

[Subpart 4—Limitation on Availability of Certain Funds for Schools

2441.

Internet safety.

[TITLE III—LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT

AND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS

[Sec. 3001. Authorizations of appropriations; condition on effectiveness of parts.

[PART A—ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT, AND

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT ACT

[Sec. 3101. Short title.
[Sec. 3102. Purposes.

[Subpart 1—Grants and Subgrants for English Language Acquisition and Language

[Sec.
[Sec.
[Sec.
[Sec.
[Sec.
[Sec.

[Sec.

3111.
3112.
3113.
3114.
3115.
3116.

3121.

Enhancement

Formula grants to States.

Native American and Alaska Native children in school.
State and specially qualified agency plans.
Within-State allocations.

Subgrants to eligible entities.

Local plans.

[Subpart 2—Accountability and Administration
Evaluations.
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[Sec. 3122. Achievement objectives and accountability.

[Sec. 3123. Reporting requirements.

[Sec. 3124. Coordination with related programs.

[Sec. 3125. Rules of construction.

[Sec. 3126. Legal authority under State law.

[Sec. 3127. Civil rights.

[Sec. 3128. Programs for Native Americans and Puerto Rico.
[Sec. 3129. Prohibition.

[Subpart 3—National Activities
[Sec. 3131. National professional development project.
[Subpart 4—Definitions
[Sec. 3141. Eligible entity.
[PART B—IMPROVING LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

[Sec. 3201. Short title.

[Sec. 3202. Purpose.

[Sec. 3203. Native American children in school.

[Sec. 3204. Residents of the territories and freely associated states.

[Subpart 1—Program Development and Enhancement

[Sec. 3211. Financial assistance for language instruction educational programs.
[Sec. 3212. Program enhancement activities.

[Sec. 3213. Comprehensive school and systemwide improvement activities.
[Sec. 3214. Applications.

[Sec. 3215. Capacity building.

[Sec. 3216. Programs for Native Americans and Puerto Rico.

[Sec. 3217. Evaluations.

[Sec. 3218. Construction.

[Subpart 2—Research, Evaluation, and Dissemination

[Sec. 3221. Authority.

[Sec. 3222. Research.

[Sec. 3223. Academic excellence awards.

[Sec. 3224. State grant program.

[Sec. 3225. Instruction materials development.

[Subpart 3—Professional Development
[Sec. 3231. Professional development grants.

[Subpart 4—Emergency Immigrant Education Program

[Sec. 3241. Purpose.

[Sec. 3242. State administrative costs.
[Sec. 3243. Withholding.

[Sec. 3244. State allotments.

[Sec. 3245. State applications.

[Sec. 3246. Administrative provisions.
[Sec. 3247. Uses of funds.

[Sec. 3248. Reports.

[Subpart 5—Administration

[Sec. 3251. Release time.
[Sec. 3252. Notification.
[Sec. 3253. Coordination and reporting requirements.

[PART C—GENERAL PROVISIONS

[Sec. 3301. Definitions.

[Sec. 3302. Parental notification.
[Sec. 3303. National Clearinghouse.
[Sec. 3304. Regulations.

[TITLE IV—21ST CENTURY SCHOOLS
[PART A—SAFE AND DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES

[Sec. 4001. Short title.
[Sec. 4002. Purpose.
[Sec. 4003. Authorization of appropriations.
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4141.

4151.
4152.
4153.
4154.
4155.

4201.
4202.
4203.
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4205.
4206.

4301.
4302.
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[Subpart 1—State Grants

Reservations and allotments.

Reservation of State funds for safe and drug-free schools.
State application.

Local educational agency program.

Authorized activities.

Reporting.

Programs for Native Hawaiians.

[Subpart 2—National Programs

Federal activities.

Impact evaluation.

Hate crime prevention.

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Advisory Committee.
National coordinator program.

Community service grant program.

School Security Technology and Resource Center.

National Center for School and Youth Safety.

Grants to reduce alcohol abuse.

Mentoring programs.

[Subpart 3—Gun Possession
Gun-free requirements.

[Subpart 4—General Provisions

Definitions.

Message and materials.

Parental consent.

Prohibited uses of funds.

Transfer of school disciplinary records.

[PART B—21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS

Purpose; definitions.

Allotments to States.

State application.

Local competitive grant program.
Local activities.

Authorization of appropriations.

[PART C—ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE

Short title.

Definitions.

Nonsmoking policy for children’s services.
Preemption.

[TITLE V—PROMOTING INFORMED PARENTAL CHOICE AND INNOVATIVE

[Sec.
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[Sec.
[Sec.

[Sec.
[Sec.
[Sec.

[Sec.

5101.

5111.
5112.

5121.
5122.

5131.
5132.
5133.

5141.

PROGRAMS

[PART A—INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Purposes, State and local responsibility.

[Subpart 1—State and Local Programs

Allotment to States.
Allocation to local educational agencies.

[Subpart 2—State Programs

State uses of funds.
State applications.

[Subpart 3—Local Innovative Education Programs

Local uses of funds.
Administrative authority.
Local applications.

[Subpart 4—General Provisions
Maintenance of effort.
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Participation of children enrolled in private schools.
Federal administration.

Supplement, not supplant.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

[PART B—PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

[Subpart 1—Charter School Programs

Purpose.

Program authorized.

Applications.

Administration.

National activities.

Federal formula allocation during first year and for successive enroll-
ment expansions.

Solicitation of input from charter school operators.
Records transfer.

Paperwork reduction.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 2—Credit Enhancement Initiatives To Assist Charter School Facility
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5222.
5223.
5224.
5225.
5226.
52217.
5228.
5229.
5230.
5231.

5241.
5242.
5243.
5244.
5245.
5246.
5247.
5248.

5301.
5302.
5303.
5304.
5305.
5306.
5307.
5308.
5309.
5310.
5311.

5401.

5411.
5412.
5413.
5414.

Acquisition, Construction, and Renovation

Purpose.

Grants to eligible entities.
Applications.

Charter school objectives.

Reserve account.

Limitation on administrative costs.
Audits and reports.

No full faith and credit for grantee obligations.
Recovery of funds.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 3—Voluntary Public School Choice Programs

Grants.

Uses of funds.

Applications.

Priorities.

Requirements and voluntary participation.
Evaluations.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

[PART C—MAGNET SCHOOLS ASSISTANCE

Findings and purpose.
Definition.

Program authorized.
Eligibility.

Applications and requirements.
Priority.

Use of funds.

Prohibition.

Limitations.

Evaluations.

Authorization of appropriations; reservation.

[PART D—FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION
Authorization of appropriations.

[Subpart 1—Fund for the Improvement of Education

Programs authorized.
Applications.

Program requirements.

Studies of national significance.
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[Subpart 2—Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Programs
[Sec. 5421. Elementary and secondary school counseling programs.

[Subpart 3—Partnerships in Character Education
[Sec. 5431. Partnerships in Character Education program.

[Subpart 4—Smaller Learning Communities
[Sec. 5441. Smaller learning communities.

[Subpart 5—Reading Is Fundamental—Inexpensive Book Distribution Program
[Sec. 5451. Inexpensive book distribution program for reading motivation.

[Subpart 6—Gifted and Talented Students

[Sec. 5461. Short title.

[Sec. 5462. Purpose.

[Sec. 5463. Rule of construction.
[Sec. 5464. Authorized programs.
[Sec. 5465. Program priorities.
[Sec. 5466. General provisions.

[Subpart 7—Star Schools Program

[Sec. 5471. Short title.

[Sec. 5472. Purposes.

[Sec. 5473. Grant program authorized.
[Sec. 5474. Applications.

[Sec. 5475. Other grant assistance.
[Sec. 5476. Administrative provisions.
[Sec. 5477. Definitions.

[Subpart 8—Ready to Teach

[Sec. 5481. Grants.

[Sec. 5482. Application required.

[Sec. 5483. Reports and evaluation.

[Sec. 5484. Digital educational programming grants.
[Sec. 5485. Administrative costs.

[Subpart 9—Foreign Language Assistance Program

[Sec. 5491. Short title.

[Sec. 5492. Program authorized.

[Sec. 5493. Applications.

[Sec. 5494. Elementary school foreign language incentive program.

[Subpart 10—Physical Education

[Sec. 5501. Short title.

[Sec. 5502. Purpose.

[Sec. 5503. Program authorized.
[Sec. 5504. Applications.

[Sec. 5505. Requirements.

[Sec. 5506. Administrative provisions.
[Sec. 5507. Supplement, not supplant.

[Subpart 11—Community Technology Centers

[Sec. 5511. Purpose and program authorization.
[Sec. 5512. Eligibility and application requirements.
[Sec. 5513. Uses of funds.

[Subpart 12—Educational, Cultural, Apprenticeship, and Exchange Programs for
Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, and Their Historical Whaling and Trading
Partners in Massachusetts

[Sec. 5521. Short title.

[Sec. 5522. Findings and purposes.
[Sec. 5523. Program authorization.
[Sec. 5524. Administrative provisions.
[Sec. 5525. Availability of funds.
[Sec. 5526. Definitions.
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[Subpart 13—Excellence in Economic Education

[Sec. 5531. Short title.

[Sec. 5532. Purpose and goals.

[Sec. 5533. Grant program authorized.
[Sec. 5534. Applications.

[Sec. 5535. Requirements.
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SUBPART 9—ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE
Sec. 9721. Short title.
Sec. 9722. Definitions.
Sec. 9723. Nonsmoking policy for children’s services.
Sec. 9724. Preemption.
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out part A of title I (except for sections 1116(f), 1125A,
and 1132, and subpart 4 of part A of such title) such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(2) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS, NATIONAL ACTIVITIES,
AND EVALUATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out section 1116(f) such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding
fiscal years.

(B) RESERVATION FOR NATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—Of the
amounts appropriated under subparagraph (A) for a fiscal
year, the Secretary shall reserve not more than 2 percent for
the national activities described in section 1116(f)(6).

(3) EDUCATION FINANCE INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out section
1125A such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(4) CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to carry out section 1132 such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the
4 succeeding fiscal years.

(b) GRANTS FOR STATE ASSESSMENTS AND THE NATIONAL AS-
SESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS.—

(1) NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS.—
For the purpose of administering the State assessments under
the National Assessment of Educational Progress, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(2) STATE ASSESSMENTS AND RELATED ACTIVITIES.—For the
purpose of carrying out assessment and related activities under
subpart 4 of part A of title I, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(¢) PATHWAYS TO COLLEGE.—For the purposes of carrying out
part B of title I, Pathways to College, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(d) EDUCATION OF MIGRATORY CHILDREN.—For the purposes of
carrying out part C of title I, Education of Migratory Children,
there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(e) NEGLECTED AND DELINQUENT.—For the purposes of carrying
out part D of title I, Prevention and Intervention Programs for Chil-
dren and Youth Who Are Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk, there
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are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(f) CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT AND SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS
AND PRINCIPALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of carrying out subparts
1, 2, 3, and 4 of part A of title II, there are authorized to be
appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(2) PRINCIPAL RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING.—For the pur-
poses of carrying out subpart 5 of part A of title II, Principal
Recruitment and Training, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(g) TEACHER PATHWAYS TO THE CLASSROOM.—For the purposes
of carrying out part B of title II, Teacher Pathways to the Class-
room, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal
years.

(h) TEACHER INCENTIVE FUND.—For the purposes of carrying
out part C of title II, Teacher Incentive Fund, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(i) ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION.—
For the purposes of carrying out part D of title II, Achievement
through Technology and Innovation, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

() ENGLISH LEARNERS AND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS.—For the
purposes of carrying out title I1I, Language and Academic Content
Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant Students, there are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(k) IMPROVING LITERACY AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.—

(1) IMPROVING LITERACY.—For the purposes of carrying out
subpart 1 of part A of title IV, Improving Literacy Instruction,
there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fis-
cal years.

(2) EFFECTIVE SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAMS.—For the pur-
poses of carrying out subpart 2 of part A of title IV, Improving
Literacy and College and Career Readiness Through Effective
School Library Programs, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(1) IMPROVING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND
MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.—For the
purposes of carrying out part B of title IV, Improving Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics Instruction and Student
Achievement, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding
fiscal years.

(m) INCREASING ACCESS TO A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION AND
FINANCIAL LITERACY.—For the purposes of carrying out part C of
title IV, Increasing Access to a Well-Rounded Education and Finan-
cial Literacy, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
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may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding
fiscal years.

(n) SUCCESSFUL, SAFE, AND HEALTHY STUDENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of carrying out part D
of title IV (except for section 4406), Successful, Safe, and
Healthy Students, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the
4 succeeding fiscal years.

(2) SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AFTER A VIOLENT OR TRAUMATIC
CRISIS.—For purposes of carrying out section 4406, School Con-
struction After a Violent or Traumatic Crisis, there are author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fis-
cal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years. Funds
made available under this paragraph shall remain available
until expended.

(o) 21sT CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS.—For the
purposes of carrying out part F of title IV, 21st Century Community
Learning Centers, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(p) PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS.—For the purposes of carrying
out part G of title IV, Promise Neighborhoods, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(q) PARENT AND FAMILY INFORMATION AND RESOURCE CEN-
TERS.—For the purposes of carrying out part H of title IV, Parent
and Family Information and Resource Centers, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(r) READY TO LEARN.—For the purposes of carrying out part 1
of title IV, Ready To Learn, there are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the
4 succeeding fiscal years.

(s) PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—For the purposes of
carrying out part I of title IV, Programs of National Significance,
there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(t) RACE TO THE Top.—For the purposes of carrying out part A
of title V, Race to the Top, there are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the
4 succeeding fiscal years.

(w) INVESTING IN INNOVATION.—For the purposes of carrying
out part B of title V, Investing in Innovation, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(v) MAGNET SCHOOLS ASSISTANCE.—For the purposes of car-
rying out part C of title V, Magnet Schools Assistance, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(w) PuBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS.—For the purposes of carrying
out part D of title V, Public Charter Schools, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year
2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(x) VOLUNTARY PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE.—For the purposes of
carrying out part E of title V, Voluntary Public School Choice, there
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are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(y) COLLEGE INFORMATION DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—For the
purposes of carrying out part F of title V, College Information Dem-
onstration Program, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(z) RURAL EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM.—For the pur-
poses of carrying out part B of title VI, Rural Education Achieve-
ment Program, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(aa) INDIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN, AND ALASKA NATIVE EDU-
CATION.—

(1) INDIAN EDUCATION AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN EDUCATION.—
For the purposes of carrying out part A and subpart 1 of part
B of title VII, Indian Education and Native Hawaiian Edu-
cation, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(2) ALASKA NATIVE EDUCATION.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to carry out subpart 2 of part B of title VII, Alas-
ka Native Education, such sums as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2014 and each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

(bb) ImpACT AID.—For the purposes of carrying out title VIII,
Impact Aid, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding
fiscal years, in accordance with the following:

(1) PAYMENTS FOR FEDERAL ACQUISITION OF REAL PROP-
ERTY.—For the purpose of making payments under section
8002, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(2) BAsIc PAYMENTS; PAYMENTS FOR HEAVILY IMPACTED
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—For the purpose of making
payments under section 8003(b), there are authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014
and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(3) PAYMENTS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.—For the
purpose of making payments under section 8003(d), there are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(4) CONSTRUCTION.—For the purpose of carrying out section
8007, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

(5) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE.—For the purpose of carrying
out section 8008, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2014 and each of the
4 succeeding fiscal years.



130

TITLE I—COLLEGE AND CAREER
READINESS FOR ALL STUDENTS

[SEC. 1001. [20 U.S.C. 6301] STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

[The purpose of this title is to ensure that all children have
a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality
education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging
State academic achievement standards and state academic assess-
ments. This purpose can be accomplished by—

[(1) ensuring that high-quality academic assessments, ac-
countability systems, teacher preparation and training, cur-
riculum, and instructional materials are aligned with chal-
lenging State academic standards so that students, teachers,
parents, and administrators can measure progress against
common expectations for student academic achievement;

[(2) meeting the educational needs of low-achieving chil-
dren in our Nation’s highest-poverty schools, limited English
proficient children, migratory children, children with disabil-
ities, Indian children, neglected or delinquent children, and
young children in need of reading assistance;

[(3) closing the achievement gap between high- and low-
performing children, especially the achievement gaps between
minority and nonminority students, and between disadvan-
taged children and their more advantaged peers;

[(4) holding schools, local educational agencies, and States
accountable for improving the academic achievement of all stu-
dents, and identifying and turning around low-performing
schools that have failed to provide a high-quality education to
their students, while providing alternatives to students in such
schools to enable the students to receive a high-quality edu-
cation;

[(5) distributing and targeting resources sufficiently to
make a difference to local educational agencies and schools
where needs are greatest;

[(6) improving and strengthening accountability, teaching,
and learning by using State assessment systems designed to
ensure that students are meeting challenging State academic
achievement and content standards and increasing achieve-
ment overall, but especially for the disadvantaged;

[(7) providing greater decisionmaking authority and flexi-
bility to schools and teachers in exchange for greater responsi-
bility for student performance;

[(8) providing children an enriched and accelerated edu-
cational program, including the use of schoolwide programs or
additional services that increase the amount and quality of in-
structional time;

[(9) promoting schoolwide reform and ensuring the access
of children to effective, scientifically based instructional strate-
gies and challenging academic content;

[(10) significantly elevating the quality of instruction by
providing staff in participating schools with substantial oppor-
tunities for professional development;

[(11) coordinating services under all parts of this title with
each other, with other educational services, and, to the extent
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feasible, with other agencies providing services to youth, chil-
dren, and families; and

[(12) affording parents substantial and meaningful oppor-
tunities to participate in the education of their children.]

SEC. 1001. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this title is to ensure every child has a fair,
equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality edu-
cation and graduate from high school ready for college, career, and
citizenship. This purpose can be accomplished by—

(1) setting high expectations for children to develop deep
content knowledge and the ability to use knowledge to think
critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, and collabo-
rate with others, in order to graduate, from high school, college
and career ready;

(2) supporting high-quality teaching to continuously im-
prove instruction and encourage new models of teaching and
learning;

(3) focusing on increasing student achievement and closing
achievement gaps;

(4) providing additional resources and supports to meet the
needs of disadvantaged students, including children from low-
income families and those attending high-poverty schools,
English learners, migratory children, children with disabilities,
Indian children, and neglected or delinquent children;

(5) providing young children with greater access to high-
quality early learning experiences to ensure they enter school
ready to learn;

(6) removing barriers to, and encouraging State and local
innovation and leadership in, education based on the evalua-
tion of success and continuous improvement;

(7) removing barriers and promoting integration across all
levels of education, and across Federal education programs;

(8) streamlining Federal requirements to reduce burdens on
States, local educational agencies, schools, and educators; and

(9) strengthening parental engagement and coordination of
student, family, and community supports to promote student
success.

[SEC. 1002. [20 U.S.C. 6302] AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
[(a) LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY GRANTS.—For the purpose of
carrying out part A, there are authorized to be appropriated—
[(1) $13,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2002;
[(2) $16,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2003;
[(3) $18,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2004;
[(4) $20,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2005;
[(5) $22,750,000,000 for fiscal year 2006; and
[(6) $25,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2007.
[(b) READING FIRST.—
[(1) READING FIRST.—For the purpose of carrying out sub-
art 1 of part B, there are authorized to be appropriated
5900,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be
necessary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.
[(2) EARLY READING FIRST.—For the purpose of carrying
out subpart 2 of part B, there are authorized to be appro-
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priated $75,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may

be necessary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(3) EVEN START.—For the purpose of carrying out subpart
3 of part B, there are authorized to be appropriated
$260,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be
necessary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(4) IMPROVING LITERACY THROUGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES.—
For the purpose of carrying out subpart 4 of part B, there are
authorized to be appropriated $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2002
and such sums as may be necessary for each of the 5 suc-
ceeding fiscal years.

[(c) EDUCATION OF MIGRATORY CHILDREN.—For the purpose of
carrying out part C, there are authorized to be appropriated
$410,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(d) PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH
WHO ARE NEGLECTED, DELINQUENT, OR AT RISK.—For the purpose
of carrying out part D, there are authorized to be appropriated
$50,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(e) FEDERAL ACTIVITIES.—

[(1) SECTIONS 1501 AND 1502.—For the purpose of carrying
out sections 1501 and 1502, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2002
and each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(2) SECTION 1504.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of carrying out sec-
tion 1504, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2002 and for each
of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.

[(B) SPECIAL RULE.—Of the funds appropriated pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A), not more than 30 percent may be
used for teachers associated with students participating in
the programs described in subsections (a)(1), (b)(1), and
(e)(1).

[(f) COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL REFORM.—For the purpose of car-
rying out part F, there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2002 and each of the 5
succeeding fiscal years.

[(g) ADVANCED PLACEMENT.—For the purposes of carrying out
part G, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums for fiscal
year 2002 and each 5 succeeding fiscal year.

[(h) ScHOOL DROPOUT PREVENTION.—For the purpose of car-
rying out part H, there are authorized to be appropriated
$125,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years, of which—

[(1) up to 10 percent shall be available to carry out sub-
part 1 of part H for each fiscal year; and

[(2) the remainder shall be available to carry out subpart
2 of part H for each fiscal year.

[(i) ScHOOL IMPROVEMENT.—For the purpose of carrying out
section 1003(g), there are authorized to be appropriated
$500,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.
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[SEC. 1003. [20 U.S.C. 6303] SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.

[(a) STATE RESERVATIONS.—Each State shall reserve 2 percent
of the amount the State receives under subpart 2 of part A for fis-
cal years 2002 and 2003, and 4 percent of the amount received
under such subpart for fiscal years 2004 through 2007, to carry out
subsection (b) and to carry out the State’s responsibilities under
sections 1116 and 1117, including carrying out the State edu-
cational agency’s statewide system of technical assistance and sup-
port for local educational agencies.

[(b) Uses.—Of the amount reserved under subsection (a) for
any fiscal year, the State educational agency—

[(1) shall allocate not less than 95 percent of that amount
directly to local educational agencies for schools identified for
school improvement, corrective action, and restructuring, for
activities under section 1116(b); or

[(2) may, with the approval of the local educational agen-
cy, directly provide for these activities or arrange for their pro-
vision through other entities such as school support teams or
educational service agencies.

[(c) PriORITY.—The State educational agency, in allocating
funds to local educational agencies under this section, shall give
priority to local educational agencies that—

[(1) serve the lowest-achieving schools;

[(2) demonstrate the greatest need for such funds; and

[(3) demonstrate the strongest commitment to ensuring
that such funds are used to enable the lowest-achieving schools
to meet the progress goals in school improvement plans under
section 1116 (b)(3)(A)(v).

[(d) UNUSED FuNDs.—If, after consultation with local edu-
cational agencies in the State, the State educational agency deter-
mines that the amount of funds reserved to carry out subsection (b)
is greater than the amount needed to provide the assistance de-
scribed in that subsection, the State educational agency shall allo-
cate}z1 the excess amount to local educational agencies in accordance
with—

[(1) the relative allocations the State educational agency
made to those agencies for that fiscal year under subpart 2 of
part A; or

[(2) section 1126(c).

[(e) SpPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this section, the amount of funds reserved by the State educational
agency under subsection (a) in any fiscal year shall not decrease
the amount of funds each local educational agency receives under
subpart 2 below the amount received by such local educational
agency under such subpart for the preceding fiscal year.

[(f) REPORTING.—The State educational agency shall make
publicly available a list of those schools that have received funds
or services pursuant to subsection (b) and the percentage of stu-
dents from each school from families with incomes below the pov-
erty line.

[(g) ASSISTANCE FOR LOCAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.—

[(1) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary shall award
grants to States to enable the States to provide subgrants to
local educational agencies for the purpose of providing assist-
ance for school improvement consistent with section 1116.
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[(2) STATE ALLOTMENTS.—Such grants shall be allotted
among States, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the outlying
areas, in proportion to the funds received by the States, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the outlying areas, respectively,
for the fiscal year under parts A, C, and D of this title. The
Secretary shall expeditiously allot a portion of such funds to
States for the purpose of assisting local educational agencies
and schools that were in school improvement status on the
date preceding the date of enactment of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001.

[(3) REALLOCATIONS.—If a State does not receive funds
under this subsection, the Secretary shall reallocate such funds
to other States in the same proportion funds are allocated
under paragraph (2).

[(4) STATE APPLICATIONS.—Each State educational agency
that desires to receive funds under this subsection shall submit
an application to the Secretary at such time, and containing
such information, as the Secretary shall reasonably require, ex-
cept that such requirement shall be waived if a State edu-
cational agency submitted such information as part of its State
plan under this part. Each State application shall describe how
the State educational agency will allocate such funds in order
to assist the State educational agency and local educational
agencies in complying with school improvement, corrective ac-
tion, and restructuring requirements of section 1116.

[(5) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY GRANTS.—A grant to a
local educational agency under this subsection shall be—

[(A) of sufficient size and scope to support the activi-
ties required under sections 1116 and 1117, but not less
than $50,000 and not more than $500,000 for each partici-
pating school;

[(B) integrated with other funds awarded by the State
under this Act; and

[(C) renewable for two additional 1-year periods if
schools are meeting the goals in their school improvement
plans developed under section 1116.

[(6) PriorITY.—The State, in awarding such grants, shall
give priority to local educational agencies with the lowest-
achieving schools that demonstrate—

[(A) the greatest need for such funds; and

[(B) the strongest commitment to ensuring that such
funds are used to provide adequate resources to enable the
lowest-achieving schools to meet the goals under school
and local educational agency improvement, corrective ac-
tion, and restructuring plans under section 1116.

[(7) ALLOCATION.—A State educational agency that re-
ceives a grant under this subsection shall allocate at least 95
percent of the grant funds directly to local educational agencies
for schools identified for school improvement, corrective action,
or restructuring to carry out activities under section 1116(b),
or may, with the approval of the local educational agency, di-
rectly provide for these activities or arrange for their provision
through other entities such as school support teams or edu-
cational service agencies.
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[(8) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—A State educational agency
that receives a grant award under this subsection may reserve
not more than 5 percent of such grant funds for administra-
tion, evaluation, and technical assistance expenses.

[(9) LocAL AWARDS.—Each local educational agency that
applies for assistance under this subsection shall describe how
it will provide the lowest-achieving schools the resources nec-
essary to meet goals under school and local educational agency
improvement, corrective action, and restructuring plans under
section 1116.]

[SEC. 1004]1SEC. 1002. STATE ADMINISTRATION AND STATE ACCOUNT-
ABILITY AND SUPPORT.
(a) [IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (b)1STATE
ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), to
carry out administrative duties assigned under parts A, C, and
D of this title, each State may reserve the greater of—

[(1)1(A) 1 percent of the amounts received under such
parts; or

)[(2)](B) $400,000 ($50,000 in the case of each outlying
area).

[(b)1(2) EXcCEPTION.—If the sum of the amounts appro-
priated for parts A, C, and D of this title is equal to or greater
than $14,000,000,000, then the reservation described in [sub-
section (a)(1)lparagraph (1)(A) shall not exceed 1 percent of
the amount the State would receive, if $14,000,000,000 were
allocated among the States for parts A, C, and D of this title.
(b) ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—FEach State may reserve not more than 6
percent of the amount the State receives under subpart 2 of part
A to carry out paragraph (2) and to carry out the State and
local educational agency responsibilities under section 1116,
which may include carrying out a statewide system of technical
assistance and support for local educational agencies and iden-
tifying and disseminating evidence-based practices.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the amount reserved under para-
graph (1) for any fiscal year, the State educational agency
shall use not less than 90 percent of that amount by allo-
cating such sums directly to local educational agencies for
activities required under section 1116.

(B) OpTIiON.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), the
State educational agency may, with the approval of the
local educational agency, directly provide for the activities
required under section 1116 or arrange for their provision
through other entities such as educational service agencies
and external providers with expertise in using strategies
based on scientifically valid research to improve teaching,
learning, and schools.

(3) PRIORITY.—The State educational agency, in allocating
funds to local educational agencies under this subsection, shall
give priority to local educational agencies that—

(A) serve the lowest-performing schools, including
schools identified as focus schools or priority schools under
subsection (c) or (d) of section 1116;
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(B) demonstrate the greatest need for such funds; and
(C) demonstrate the strongest commitment to use the
funds to enable the lowest-achieving schools to improve stu-
dent achievement and outcomes through the use of evi-
dence-based practices that are consistent with the evidence

standards described in section 5203(e).

(4) UNUSED FUNDS.—If, after consultation with local edu-
cational agencies, the State educational agency determines the
amount of funds reserved to carry out this subsection is greater
than the amount needed to provide the assistance described in
this subsection, the State educational agency shall allocate the
excess amount to local educational agencies in accordance
with—

(A) the relative allocations the State educational agen-
¢y made to those agencies for that fiscal year under subpart

2 of part A; or

(B) section 1126(c).

(5) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this subsection, the amount of funds reserved by the State edu-
cational agency under this subsection in any fiscal year shall
not decrease the amount of funds each local educational agency
receives under subpart 2 of part A below the amount received
by such local educational agency under such subpart for the
preceding fiscal year.

(6) REPORTING.—Each State educational agency shall make
publicly available a list of those schools that have received
funds or services pursuant to this subsection and the percentage
of students from each such school from families with incomes
below the poverty line.

PART A—IMPROVING BASIC PROGRAMS OPER-
ATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

Subpart 1—Basic Program Requirements

[SEC. 1111. [20 U.S.C. 6311] STATE PLANS.
[(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—For any State desiring to receive a
grant under this part, the State educational agency shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a plan, developed by the State educational
agency, in consultation with local educational agencies, teach-
ers, principals, pupil services personnel, administrators (in-
cluding administrators of programs described in other parts of
this title), other staff, and parents, that satisfies the require-
ments of this section and that is coordinated with other pro-
grams under this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act, the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006, the Head Start Act, the Adult Education
and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act.

[(2) CONSOLIDATED PLAN.—A State plan submitted under
paragraph (1) may be submitted as part of a consolidated plan
under section 9302.
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[(b) ACADEMIC STANDARDS, ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS, AND AC-
COUNTABILITY.—
[(1) CHALLENGING ACADEMIC STANDARDS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate
that the State has adopted challenging academic content
standards and challenging student academic achievement
standards that will be used by the State, its local edu-
cational agencies, and its schools to carry out this part, ex-
cept that a State shall not be required to submit such
standards to the Secretary.

[(B) SAME STANDARDS.—The academic standards re-
quired by subparagraph (A) shall be the same academic
standards that the State applies to all schools and children
in the State.

[(C) SuBJECTS.—The State shall have such academic
standards for all public elementary school and secondary
school children, including children served under this part,
in subjects determined by the State, but including at least
mathematics, reading or language arts, and (beginning in
the 20052006 school year) science, which shall include the
same knowledge, skills, and levels of achievement expected
of all children.

[(D) CHALLENGING ACADEMIC STANDARDS.—Standards
under this paragraph shall include—

[(i) challenging academic content standards in
academic subjects that—

[(I) specify what children are expected to
know and be able to do;

[(II) contain coherent and rigorous content;
and

[(III) encourage the teaching of advanced
skills; and
[(ii) challenging student academic achievement

standards that—

[(I) are aligned with the State’s academic con-
tent standards;

[(II) describe two levels of high achievement
(proficient and advanced) that determine how well
children are mastering the material in the State
academic content standards; and

[(III) describe a third level of achievement
(basic) to provide complete information about the
progress of the lower-achieving children toward
mastering the proficient and advanced levels of
achievement.

[(E) INFORMATION.—For the subjects in which stu-
dents will be served under this part, but for which a State
is not required by subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) to de-
velop, and has not otherwise developed, such academic
standards, the State plan shall describe a strategy for en-
suring that students are taught the same knowledge and
skills in such subjects and held to the same expectations
as are all children.

[(F) EXISTING STANDARDS.—Nothing in this part shall
prohibit a State from revising, consistent with this section,
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any standard adopted under this part before or after the
date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
[(2) ACCOUNTABILITY.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate
that the State has developed and is implementing a single,
statewide State accountability system that will be effective
in ensuring that all local educational agencies, public ele-
mentary schools, and public secondary schools make ade-
quate yearly progress as defined under this paragraph.
Each State accountability system shall—

[(i) be based on the academic standards and aca-
demic assessments adopted under paragraphs (1) and
(3), and other academic indicators consistent with sub-
paragraph (C)(vi) and (vii), and shall take into account
the achievement of all public elementary school and
secondary school students;

[(ii) be the same accountability system the State
uses for all public elementary schools and secondary
schools or all local educational agencies in the State,
except that public elementary schools, secondary
schools, and local educational agencies not partici-
pating under this part are not subject to the require-
ments of section 1116; and

[(iii) include sanctions and rewards, such as bo-
nuses and recognition, the State will use to hold local
educational agencies and public elementary schools
and secondary schools accountable for student achieve-
ment and for ensuring that they make adequate yearly
progress in accordance with the State’s definition
under subparagraphs (B) and (C).

[(B) ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS.—Each State plan
shall demonstrate, based on academic assessments de-
scribed in paragraph (3), and in accordance with this para-
graph, what constitutes adequate yearly progress of the
State, and of all public elementary schools, secondary
schools, and local educational agencies in the State, toward
enabling all public elementary school and secondary school
students to meet the State’s student academic achievement
standards, while working toward the goal of narrowing the
achievement gaps in the State, local educational agencies,
and schools.

[(C) DEFINITION.—“Adequate yearly progress” shall be
defined by the State in a manner that—

[(i) applies the same high standards of academic
achievement to all public elementary school and sec-
ondary school students in the State;

[(i) is statistically valid and reliable;

[(iii) results in continuous and substantial aca-
demic improvement for all students;

[(iv) measures the progress of public elementary
schools, secondary schools and local educational agen-
cies and the State based primarily on the academic as-
sessments described in paragraph (3);



139

[(v) includes separate measurable annual objec-
tives for continuous and substantial improvement for
each of the following:

[(I) The achievement of all public elementary
school and secondary school students.

[(II) The achievement of—

[(aa) economically disadvantaged stu-
dents;

[(bb) students from major racial and eth-
nic groups;

[(cc) students with disabilities; and

[(dd) students with limited English pro-
ficiency;

except that disaggregation of data under sub-
clause (IT) shall not be required in a case in which
the number of students in a category is insuffi-
cient to yield statistically reliable information or
the results would reveal personally identifiable in-
formation about an individual student;

[(vi) in accordance with subparagraph (D), in-
cludes graduation rates for public secondary school
students (defined as the percentage of students who
graduate from secondary school with a regular di-
ploma in the standard number of years) and at least
one other academic indicator, as determined by the
State for all public elementary school students; and

[(vii) in accordance with subparagraph (D), at the
State’s discretion, may also include other academic in-
dicators, as determined by the State for all public
school students, measured separately for each group
described in clause (v), such as achievement on addi-
tional State or locally administered assessments, de-
creases in grade-to-grade retention rates, attendance
rates, and changes in the percentages of students com-
pleting gifted and talented, advanced placement, and
college preparatory courses.

[(D) REQUIREMENTS FOR OTHER INDICATORS.—In car-
rying out subparagraph (C)(vi) and (vii), the State—

[(i) shall ensure that the indicators described in
those provisions are valid and reliable, and are con-
sistent with relevant, nationally recognized profes-
sional and technical standards, if any; and

[(ii) except as provided in subparagraph (I)(i),
may not use those indicators to reduce the number of,
or change, the schools that would otherwise be subject
to school improvement, corrective action, or restruc-
turing under section 1116 if those additional indica-
tors were not used, but may use them to identify addi-
tional schools for school improvement or in need of
corrective action or restructuring.

[(E) STARTING POINT.—Each State, using data for the
2001-2002 school year, shall establish the starting point
for measuring, under subparagraphs (G) and (H), the per-
centage of students meeting or exceeding the State’s pro-
ficient level of academic achievement on the State assess-
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ments under paragraph (3) and pursuant to the timeline
described in subparagraph (F). The starting point shall be,
at a minimum, based on the higher of the percentage of
students at the proficient level who are in—

[(i) the State’s lowest achieving group of students
described in subparagraph (C)(v)(II); or

[(ii) the school at the 20th percentile in the State,
based on enrollment, among all schools ranked by the
percentage of students at the proficient level.

[(F) TIMELINE.—Each State shall establish a timeline
for adequate yearly progress. The timeline shall ensure
that not later than 12 years after the end of the 2001-2002
school year, all students in each group described in sub-
paragraph (C)(v) will meet or exceed the State’s proficient
level of academic achievement on the State assessments
under paragraph (3).

[(G) MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES.—Each State shall es-
tablish statewide annual measurable objectives, pursuant
to subparagraph (C)(v), for meeting the requirements of
this paragraph, and which—

L(i) shall be set separately for the assessments of
mathematics and reading or language arts under sub-
section (a)(3);

[(Gi) shall be the same for all schools and local
educational agencies in the State;

[(ii) shall identify a single minimum percentage
of students who are required to meet or exceed the
proficient level on the academic assessments that ap-
plies separately to each group of students described in
subparagraph (C)(v);

[(iv) shall ensure that all students will meet or
exceed the State’s proficient level of academic achieve-
ment on the State assessments within the State’s
timeline under subparagraph (F); and

[(v) may be the same for more than 1 year, sub-
ject to the requirements of subparagraph (H).

[(H) INTERMEDIATE GOALS FOR ANNUAL YEARLY
PROGRESS.—Each State shall establish intermediate goals
for meeting the requirements, including the measurable
ollc;jeltlztives in subparagraph (G), of this paragraph and that
shall—

[(i) increase in equal increments over the period
E:overed by the State’s timeline under subparagraph
F);

[(ii) provide for the first increase to occur in not
more than 2 years; and

[(ii) provide for each following increase to occur
in not more than 3 years.

[(I) ANNUAL IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS.—Each year,
for a school to make adequate yearly progress under this
paragraph—

[(i) each group of students described in subpara-
graph (C)(v) must meet or exceed the objectives set by
the State under subparagraph (G), except that if any
group described in subparagraph (C)(v) does not meet
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those objectives in any particular year, the school shall
be considered to have made adequate yearly progress
if the percentage of students in that group who did not
meet or exceed the proficient level of academic
achievement on the State assessments under para-
graph (3) for that year decreased by 10 percent of that
percentage from the preceding school year and that
group made progress on one or more of the academic

in(ilicators described in subparagraph (C)(vi) or (vii);

an

[(ii) not less than 95 percent of each group of stu-
dents described in subparagraph (C)(v) who are en-
rolled in the school are required to take the assess-
ments, consistent with paragraph (3)(C)(xi) and with
accommodations, guidelines, and alternative assess-
ments provided in the same manner as those provided
under section 612(a)(16)(A) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act and paragraph (3), on
which adequate yearly progress is based (except that
the 95 percent requirement described in this clause
shall not apply in a case in which the number of stu-
dents in a category is insufficient to yield statistically
reliable information or the results would reveal per-
sonally identifiable information about an individual
student).

[(J) UNIFORM AVERAGING PROCEDURE.—For the pur-
pose of determining whether schools are making adequate
yearly progress, the State may establish a uniform proce-
dure for averaging data which includes one or more of the
following:

[(i) The State may average data from the school
year for which the determination is made with data
from one or two school years immediately preceding
that school year.

[(Gi) Until the assessments described in paragraph
(3) are administered in such manner and time to allow
for the implementation of the uniform procedure for
averaging data described in clause (i), the State may
use the academic assessments that were required
under paragraph (3) as that paragraph was in effect
on the day preceding the date of enactment of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, provided that nothing
in this clause shall be construed to undermine or delay
the determination of adequate yearly progress, the re-
quirements of section 1116, or the implementation of
assessments under this section.

[(ii) The State may use data across grades in a
school.

[(K) ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS.—The ac-
countability provisions under this Act shall be overseen for
1charter schools in accordance with State charter school
aw.

[(3) ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate

that the State educational agency, in consultation with
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local educational agencies, has implemented a set of high-
quality, yearly student academic assessments that include,
at a minimum, academic assessments in mathematics,
reading or language arts, and science that will be used as
the primary means of determining the yearly performance
of the State and of each local educational agency and
school in the State in enabling all children to meet the
State’s challenging student academic achievement stand-
ards, except that no State shall be required to meet the re-
quirements of this part relating to science assessments
until the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year.

[(B) USE OF ASSESSMENTS.—Each State educational
agency may incorporate the data from the assessments
under this paragraph into a State-developed longitudinal
data system that links student test scores, length of enroll-
ment, and graduation records over time.

[(C) REQUIREMENTS.—Such assessments shall—

[(i) be the same academic assessments used to
measure the achievement of all children;

[(Gi) be aligned with the State’s challenging aca-
demic content and student academic achievement
standards, and provide coherent information about
student attainment of such standards;

[(ii) be used for purposes for which such assess-
ments are valid and reliable, and be consistent with
relevant, nationally recognized professional and tech-
nical standards;

[(iv) be used only if the State educational agency
provides to the Secretary evidence from the test pub-
lisher or other relevant sources that the assessments
used are of adequate technical quality for each pur-
pose required under this Act and are consistent with
the requirements of this section, and such evidence is
made public by the Secretary upon request;

[(v)(I) except as otherwise provided for grades 3
through 8 under clause vii, measure the proficiency of
students in, at a minimum, mathematics and reading
or language arts, and be administered not less than
once during—

[(aa) grades 3 through 5;
[(bb) grades 6 through 9; and
[(cc) grades 10 through 12;

[(II) beginning not later than school year 2007-
2008, measure the proficiency of all students in
science and be administered not less than one time
during—

[(aa) grades 3 through 5;
[(bb) grades 6 through 9; and
[(cc) grades 10 through 12;

[(vi) involve multiple up-to-date measures of stu-
dent academic achievement, including measures that
assess higher-order thinking skills and understanding;

[(vii) beginning not later than school year 2005—
2006, measure the achievement of students against
the challenging State academic content and student



143

academic achievement standards in each of grades 3
through 8 in, at a minimum, mathematics, and read-
ing or language arts, except that the Secretary may
provide the State 1 additional year if the State dem-
onstrates that exceptional or wuncontrollable cir-
cumstances, such as a natural disaster or a precipi-
tous and unforeseen decline in the financial resources
of the State, prevented full implementation of the aca-
demic assessments by that deadline and that the State
will complete implementation within the additional 1-
year period;

[(viii) at the discretion of the State, measure the
proficiency of students in academic subjects not de-
scribed in clauses (v), (vi), (vii) in which the State has
adopted challenging academic content and academic
achievement standards;

[(ix) provide for—

[(I) the participation in such assessments of
all students;

[(II) the reasonable adaptations and accom-
modations for students with disabilities (as de-
fined under section 602(3) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act) necessary to measure
the academic achievement of such students rel-
ative to State academic content and State student
academic achievement standards; and

[(III) the inclusion of limited English pro-
ficient students, who shall be assessed in a valid
and reliable manner and provided reasonable ac-
commodations on assessments administered to
such students under this paragraph, including, to
the extent practicable, assessments in the lan-
guage and form most likely to yield accurate data
on what such students know and can do in aca-
demic content areas, until such students have
achieved English language proficiency as deter-
mined under paragraph (7);

[(x) notwithstanding subclause (III), the academic
assessment (using tests written in English) of reading
or language arts of any student who has attended
school in the United States (not including Puerto Rico)
for three or more consecutive school years, except that
if the local educational agency determines, on a case-
by-case individual basis, that academic assessments in
another language or form would likely yield more ac-
curate and reliable information on what such student
knows and can do, the local educational agency may
make a determination to assess such student in the
appropriate language other than English for a period
that does not exceed two additional consecutive years,
provided that such student has not yet reached a level
of English language proficiency sufficient to yield valid
and reliable information on what such student knows
and can do on tests (written in English) of reading or
language arts;
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[(xi) include students who have attended schools
in a local educational agency for a full academic year
but have not attended a single school for a full aca-
demic year, except that the performance of students
who have attended more than 1 school in the local
educational agency in any academic year shall be used
only in determining the progress of the local edu-
cational agency;

[(xii) produce individual student interpretive, de-
scriptive, and diagnostic reports, consistent with
clause (iii) that allow parents, teachers, and principals
to understand and address the specific academic needs
of students, and include information regarding
achievement on academic assessments aligned with
State academic achievement standards, and that are
provided to parents, teachers, and principals, as soon
as is practicably possible after the assessment is
given, in an understandable and uniform format, and
to the extent practicable, in a language that parents
can understand,;

[(xiii) enable results to be disaggregated within
each State, local educational agency, and school by
gender, by each major racial and ethnic group, by
English proficiency status, by migrant status, by stu-
dents with disabilities as compared to nondisabled stu-
dents, and by economically disadvantaged students as
compared to students who are not economically dis-
advantaged, except that, in the case of a local edu-
cational agency or a school, such disaggregation shall
not be required in a case in which the number of stu-
dents in a category is insufficient to yield statistically
reliable information or the results would reveal per-
sonally identifiable information about an individual
student;

[(xiv) be consistent with widely accepted profes-
sional testing standards, objectively measure academic
achievement, knowledge, and skills, and be tests that
do not evaluate or assess personal or family beliefs
and attitudes, or publicly disclose personally identifi-
able information; and

[(xv) enable itemized score analyses to be pro-
duced and reported, consistent with clause (iii), to
local educational agencies and schools, so that parents,
teachers, principals, and administrators can interpret
and address the specific academic needs of students as
indicated by the students’ achievement on assessment
items.

[(D) DEFERRAL.—A State may defer the commence-
ment, or suspend the administration, but not cease the de-
velopment, of the assessments described in this paragraph,
that were not required prior to the date of enactment of
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, for 1 year for each
year for which the amount appropriated for grants under
section 6113(a)(2) is less than—

[() $370,000,000 for fiscal year 2002;
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[(i1) $380,000,000 for fiscal year 2003;
[(ii) $390,000,000 for fiscal year 2004; and
[Gv) $400,000,000 for fiscal years 2005 through

2007.

[(4) SPECIAL RULE.—Academic assessment measures in ad-
dition to those in paragraph (3) that do not meet the require-
ments of such paragraph may be included in the assessment
under paragraph (3) as additional measures, but may not be
used in lieu of the academic assessments required under para-
graph (3). Such additional assessment measures may not be
used to reduce the number of or change, the schools that would
otherwise be subject to school improvement, corrective action,
or restructuring under section 1116 if such additional indica-
tors were not used, but may be used to identify additional
schools for school improvement or in need of corrective action
or restructuring except as provided in paragraph (2)(I)(i).

[(5) STATE AUTHORITY.—If a State educational agency pro-
vides evidence, which is satisfactory to the Secretary, that nei-
ther the State educational agency nor any other State govern-
ment official, agency, or entity has sufficient authority, under
State law, to adopt curriculum content and student academic
achievement standards, and academic assessments aligned
with such academic standards, which will be applicable to all
students enrolled in the State’s public elementary schools and
secondary schools, then the State educational agency may meet
the requirements of this subsection by—

[(A) adopting academic standards and academic as-
sessments that meet the requirements of this subsection,
on a statewide basis, and limiting their applicability to
students served under this part; or

[(B) adopting and implementing policies that ensure
that each local educational agency in the State that re-
ceives grants under this part will adopt curriculum content
and student academic achievement standards, and aca-
demic assessments aligned with such standards, which—

[(i) meet all of the criteria in this subsection and
any regulations regarding such standards and assess-
ments that the Secretary may publish; and

[(ii) are applicable to all students served by each
such local educational agency.

[(6) LANGUAGE ASSESSMENTS.—Each State plan shall iden-
tify the languages other than English that are present in the
participating student population and indicate the languages for
which yearly student academic assessments are not available
and are needed. The State shall make every effort to develop
such assessments and may request assistance from the Sec-
retary if linguistically accessible academic assessment meas-
ures are needed. Upon request, the Secretary shall assist with
the identification of appropriate academic assessment meas-
ures in the needed languages, but shall not mandate a specific
academic assessment or mode of instruction.

[(7) ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRO-
FICIENCY.—Each State plan shall demonstrate that local edu-
cational agencies in the State will, beginning not later than
school year 2002-2003, provide for an annual assessment of
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English proficiency (measuring students’ oral language, read-
ing, and writing skills in English) of all students with limited
English proficiency in the schools served by the State edu-
cational agency, except that the Secretary may provide the
State 1 additional year if the State demonstrates that excep-
tional or uncontrollable circumstances, such as a natural dis-
aster or a precipitous and unforeseen decline in the financial
resources of the State, prevented full implementation of this
paragraph by that deadline and that the State will complete
implementation within the additional 1-year period.
[(8) REQUIREMENT.—Each State plan shall describe—

[(A) how the State educational agency will assist each
local educational agency and school affected by the State
plan to develop the capacity to comply with each of the re-
quirements of sections 1112(c)(1)(D), 1114(b), and 1115(c)
that is applicable to such agency or school,;

[(B) how the State educational agency will assist each
local educational agency and school affected by the State
plan to provide additional educational assistance to indi-
vidual students assessed as needing help to achieve the
State’s challenging academic achievement standards;

[(C) the specific steps the State educational agency
will take to ensure that both schoolwide programs and tar-
geted assistance schools provide instruction by highly
qualified instructional staff as required by sections
1114(b)(1)(C) and 1115(c)(1)E), including steps that the
State educational agency will take to ensure that poor and
minority children are not taught at higher rates than other
children by inexperienced, unqualified, or out-of-field
teachers, and the measures that the State educational
agency will use to evaluate and publicly report the
progress of the State educational agency with respect to
such steps;

[(D) an assurance that the State educational agency
will assist local educational agencies in developing or iden-
tifying high-quality effective curricula aligned with State
academic achievement standards and how the State edu-
cational agency will disseminate such curricula to each
local educational agency and school within the State; and

[(E) such other factors the State educational agency
determines appropriate to provide students an opportunity
to achieve the knowledge and skills described in the chal-
lenging academic content standards adopted by the State.
[(9) FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.—Each

State plan shall include an assurance that the State edu-
cational agency will coordinate and collaborate, to the extent
feasible and necessary as determined by the State educational
agency, with agencies providing services to children, youth,
and families, with respect to local educational agencies within
the State that are identified under section 1116 and that re-
quest assistance with addressing major factors that have sig-
nificantly affected the academic achievement of students in the
local educational agency or schools served by such agency.
[(10) USE OF ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT RESULTS TO IMPROVE
STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.—Each State plan shall de-



147

scribe how the State educational agency will ensure that the
results of the State assessments described in paragraph (3)—
[(A) will be promptly provided to local educational
agencies, schools, and teachers in a manner that is clear
and easy to understand, but not later than before the be-
ginning of the next school year; and
[(B) be used by those local educational agencies,
schools, and teachers to improve the educational achieve-
ment of individual students.
[(c) OTHER PRrROVISIONS TO SUPPORT TEACHING AND LEARN-
ING.—Each State plan shall contain assurances that—

[(1) the State educational agency will meet the require-
ments of subsection (h)(1) and, beginning with the 2002—-2003
school year, will produce the annual State report cards de-
scribed in such subsection, except that the Secretary may pro-
vide the State educational agency 1 additional year if the State
educational agency demonstrates that exceptional or uncontrol-
lable circumstances, such as a natural disaster or a precipitous
and unforeseen decline in the financial resources of the State,
prevented full implementation of this paragraph by that dead-
line and that the State will complete implementation within
the additional 1-year period;

[(2) the State will, beginning in school year 2002-2003,
participate in biennial State academic assessments of 4th and
8th grade reading and mathematics under the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress carried out under section
303(b)(2) of the National Assessment of Educational Progress
Authorization Act if the Secretary pays the costs of admin-
istering such assessments;

[(3) the State educational agency, in consultation with the
Governor, will include, as a component of the State plan, a
plan to carry out the responsibilities of the State under sec-
tions 1116 and 1117, including carrying out the State edu-
cational agency’s statewide system of technical assistance and
support for local educational agencies;

[(4) the State educational agency will work with other
agencies, including educational service agencies or other local
consortia, and institutions to provide technical assistance to
local educational agencies and schools, including technical as-
sistance in providing professional development under section
1119, technical assistance under section 1117, and technical
assistance relating to parental involvement under section 1118;

[(5)(A) where educational service agencies exist, the State
educational agency will consider providing professional devel-
opment and technical assistance through such agencies; and

[(B) where educational service agencies do not exist, the
State educational agency will consider providing professional
development and technical assistance through other coopera-
tive agreements such as through a consortium of local edu-
cational agencies;

[(6) the State educational agency will notify local edu-
cational agencies and the public of the content and student
academic achievement standards and academic assessments
developed under this section, and of the authority to operate
schoolwide programs, and will fulfill the State educational
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agency’s responsibilities regarding local educational agency im-
provement and school improvement under section 1116, includ-
ing such corrective actions as are necessary;

[(7) the State educational agency will provide the least re-
strictive and burdensome regulations for local educational
agencies and individual schools participating in a program as-
sisted under this part;

[(8) the State educational agency will inform the Secretary
and the public of how Federal laws, if at all, hinder the ability
of States to hold local educational agencies and schools ac-
countable for student academic achievement;

[(9) the State educational agency will encourage schools to
consolidate funds from other Federal, State, and local sources
for schoolwide reform in schoolwide programs under section
1114;

[(10) the State educational agency will modify or eliminate
State fiscal and accounting barriers so that schools can easily
consolidate funds from other Federal, State, and local sources
for schoolwide programs under section 1114;

[(11) the State educational agency has involved the com-
mittee of practitioners established under section 1903(b) in de-
veloping the plan and monitoring its implementation;

[(12) the State educational agency will inform local edu-
cational agencies in the State of the local educational agency’s
authority to transfer funds under title VI, to obtain waivers
under part D of title IX, and, if the State is an Ed-Flex Part-
nership State, to obtain waivers under the Education Flexi-
bility Partnership Act of 1999;

[(13) the State educational agency will coordinate activi-
ties funded under this part with other Federal activities as ap-
propriate; and

[(14) the State educational agency will encourage local
educational agencies and individual schools participating in a
program assisted under this part to offer family literacy serv-
ices (using funds under this part), if the agency or school deter-
mines that a substantial number of students served under this
part by the agency or school have parents who do not have a
secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent or who
have low levels of literacy.

[(d) PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT.—Each State plan shall describe
how the State educational agency will support the collection and
dissemination to local educational agencies and schools of effective
parental involvement practices. Such practices shall—

[(1) be based on the most current research that meets the
highest professional and technical standards, on effective pa-
rental involvement that fosters achievement to high standards
for all children; and

[(2) be geared toward lowering barriers to greater partici-
pation by parents in school planning, review, and improvement
experienced.

[(e) PEER REVIEW AND SECRETARIAL APPROVAL.—

[(1) SECRETARIAL DUTIES.—The Secretary shall—

[(A) establish a peer-review process to assist in the re-
view of State plans;
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[(B) appoint individuals to the peer-review process
who are representative of parents, teachers, State edu-
cational agencies, and local educational agencies, and who
are familiar with educational standards, assessments, ac-
countability, the needs of low-performing schools, and
other educational needs of students;

[(C) approve a State plan within 120 days of its sub-
mission unless the Secretary determines that the plan
does not meet the requirements of this section;

[(D) if the Secretary determines that the State plan
does not meet the requirements of subsection (a), (b), or
(c), immediately notify the State of such determination and
the reasons for such determination;

[(E) not decline to approve a State’s plan before—

. [(i) offering the State an opportunity to revise its
plan;

[(ii) providing technical assistance in order to as-

sist the State to meet the requirements of subsections

(a), (b), and (c); and

[(iii) providing a hearing; and

[(F) have the authority to disapprove a State plan for
not meeting the requirements of this part, but shall not
have the authority to require a State, as a condition of ap-
proval of the State plan, to include in, or delete from, such
plan one or more specific elements of the State’s academic
content standards or to use specific academic assessment
instruments or items.

[(2) STATE REVISIONS.—A State plan shall be revised by
the State educational agency if it is necessary to satisfy the re-
quirements of this section.

[(f) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall—

[(A) remain in effect for the duration of the State’s
participation under this part; and

[(B) be periodically reviewed and revised as necessary
by the State educational agency to reflect changes in the
State’s strategies and programs under this part.

[(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—If significant changes are
made to a State’s plan, such as the adoption of new State aca-
demic content standards and State student achievement stand-
ards, new academic assessments, or a new definition of ade-
quate yearly progress, such information shall be submitted to
the Secretary.

[(g) PENALTIES.—

[(1) FAILURE TO MEET DEADLINES ENACTED IN 1994.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—If a State fails to meet the dead-
lines established by the Improving America’s Schools Act
of 1994 (or under any waiver granted by the Secretary or
under any compliance agreement with the Secretary) for
demonstrating that the State has in place challenging aca-
demic content standards and student achievement stand-
ards, and a system for measuring and monitoring adequate
yearly progress, the Secretary shall withhold 25 percent of
the funds that would otherwise be available to the State
for State administration and activities under this part in
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each year until the Secretary determines that the State
meets those requirements.

[(B) NO EXTENSION.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, 90 days after the date of enactment of the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 the Secretary shall not
grant any additional waivers of, or enter into any addi-
tional compliance agreements to extend, the deadlines de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) for any State.

[(2) FAILURE TO MEET REQUIREMENTS ENACTED IN 2001.—
If a State fails to meet any of the requirements of this section,
other than the requirements described in paragraph (1), then
the Secretary may withhold funds for State administration
under this part until the Secretary determines that the State
has fulfilled those requirements.
[(h) REPORTS.—

[(1) ANNUAL STATE REPORT CARD.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the beginning of the
2002—-2003 school year, unless the State has received a 1-
year extension pursuant to subsection (c)(1), a State that
receives assistance under this part shall prepare and dis-
seminate an annual State report card.

b [(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—The State report card shall
e_

[(i) concise; and

[(ii) presented in an understandable and uniform
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a
language that the parents can understand.

[(C) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—The State shall include
in its annual State report card—

[(Gi) information, in the aggregate, on student
achievement at each proficiency level on the State aca-
demic assessments described in subsection (b)(3)
(disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, disability
status, migrant status, English proficiency, and status
as economically disadvantaged, except that such
disaggregation shall not be required in a case in which
the number of students in a category is insufficient to
yield statistically reliable information or the results
would reveal personally identifiable information about
an individual student);

[(Gi) information that provides a comparison be-
tween the actual achievement levels of each group of
students described in subsection (b)(2)(C)(v) and the
State’s annual measurable objectives for each such
group of students on each of the academic assessments
required under this part;

[(Gii) the percentage of students not tested
(disaggregated by the same categories and subject to
the same exception described in clause (i1));

[Gv) the most recent 2-year trend in student
achievement in each subject area, and for each grade
level, for which assessments under this section are re-
quired;

[(v) aggregate information on any other indicators
used by the State to determine the adequate yearly
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progress of students in achieving State academic

achievement standards;

[(vi) graduation rates for secondary school stu-
dents consistent with subsection (b)(2)(C)(vi);

[(vii) information on the performance of local edu-
cational agencies in the State regarding making ade-
quate yearly progress, including the number and
names of each school identified for school improvement
under section 1116; and

[(viii) the professional qualifications of teachers in
the State, the percentage of such teachers teaching
with emergency or provisional credentials, and the
percentage of classes in the State not taught by highly
qualified teachers, in the aggregate and disaggregated
by high-poverty compared to low-poverty schools
which, for the purpose of this clause, means schools in
the top quartile of poverty and the bottom quartile of
poverty in the State.

[(D) OPTIONAL INFORMATION.—The State may include
in its annual State report card such other information as
the State believes will best provide parents, students, and
other members of the public with information regarding
the progress of each of the State’s public elementary
schools and public secondary schools. Such information
may include information regarding—

[(1) school attendance rates;

[(ii) average class size in each grade;

[(ii1)) academic achievement and gains in English
proficiency of limited English proficient students;

[(iv) the incidence of school violence, drug abuse,
alcohol abuse, student suspensions, and student expul-
sions;

[(v) the extent and type of parental involvement
in the schools;

[(vi) the percentage of students completing ad-
vanced placement courses, and the rate of passing of
advanced placement tests; and

[(vii) a clear and concise description of the State’s
accountability system, including a description of the
criteria by which the State evaluates school perform-
ance, and the criteria that the State has established,
consistent with subsection (b)(2), to determine the sta-
tus of schools regarding school improvement, correc-
tive action, and restructuring.

[(2) ANNUAL LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORT CARDS.—

[(A) REPORT CARDS.—

[(G) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the beginning of
the 2002-2003 school year, a local educational agency
that receives assistance under this part shall prepare
and disseminate an annual local educational agency
report card, except that the State educational agency
may provide the local educational agency 1 additional
year if the local educational agency demonstrates that
exceptional or uncontrollable circumstances, such as a
natural disaster or a precipitous and unforeseen de-
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cline in the financial resources of the local educational

agency, prevented full implementation of this para-

graph by that deadline and that the local educational
agency will complete implementation within the addi-
tional 1-year period.

[(ii) SPECIAL RULE.—If a State educational agency
has received an extension pursuant to subsection
(c)(1), then a local educational agency within that
State shall not be required to include the information
required under paragraph (1)(C) in such report card
during such extension.

[(B) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The State educational
agency shall ensure that each local educational agency col-
lects appropriate data and includes in the local educational
agency’s annual report the information described in para-
graph (1)(C) as applied to the local educational agency and
each school served by the local educational agency, and—

[(i) in the case of a local educational agency—

[(I) the number and percentage of schools
identified for school improvement under section

1116(c) and how long the schools have been so

identified; and

[(II) information that shows how students
served by the local educational agency achieved on
the statewide academic assessment compared to
students in the State as a whole; and

[(ii) in the case of a school—

[(I) whether the school has been identified for
school improvement; and

[(I) information that shows how the school’s
students achievement on the statewide academic
assessments and other indicators of adequate
yearly progress compared to students in the local
educational agency and the State as a whole.

[(C) OTHER INFORMATION.—A local educational agency
may include in its annual local educational agency report
card any other appropriate information, whether or not
such information is included in the annual State report
card.

[(D) DATA.—A local educational agency or school shall
only include in its annual local educational agency report
card data that are sufficient to yield statistically reliable
information, as determined by the State, and that do not
reveal personally identifiable information about an indi-
vidual student.

[(E) PuBLIC DISSEMINATION.—The local educational
agency shall, not later than the beginning of the 2002—
2003 school year, unless the local educational agency has
received a l-year extension pursuant to subparagraph (A),
publicly disseminate the information described in this
paragraph to all schools in the school district served by the
local educational agency and to all parents of students at-
tending those schools in an understandable and uniform
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a lan-
guage that the parents can understand, and make the in-
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formation widely available through public means, such as
posting on the Internet, distribution to the media, and dis-
tribution through public agencies, except that if a local
educational agency issues a report card for all students,
the local educational agency may include the information
under this section as part of such report.

[(3) PREEXISTING REPORT CARDS.—A State educational
agency or local educational agency that was providing public
report cards on the performance of students, schools, local edu-
cational agencies, or the State prior to the enactment of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 may use those report cards for
the purpose of this subsection, so long as any such report card
is modified, as may be needed, to contain the information re-
quired by this subsection.

[(4) ANNUAL STATE REPORT TO THE SECRETARY.—Each
State educational agency receiving assistance under this part
shall report annually to the Secretary, and make widely avail-
able within the State—

[(A) beginning with school year 2002-2003, informa-
tion on the State’s progress in developing and imple-
Iﬁenting the academic assessments described in subsection
(b)(3);

[(B) beginning not later than school year 2002—-2003,
information on the achievement of students on the aca-
demic assessments required by subsection (b)(3), including
the disaggregated results for the categories of students
identified in subsection (b)(2)(C)(v);

[(C) in any year before the State begins to provide the
information described in subparagraph (B), information on
the results of student academic assessments (including
disaggregated results) required under this section;

[(D) beginning not later than school year 2002-2003,
unless the State has received an extension pursuant to
subsection (c)(1), information on the acquisition of English
proficiency by children with limited English proficiency;

[(E) the number and names of each school identified
for school improvement under section 1116(c), the reason
why each school was so identified, and the measures taken
to address the achievement problems of such schools;

[(F) the number of students and schools that partici-
pated in public school choice and supplemental service pro-
grams and activities under this title; and

[(G) beginning not later than the 2002-2003 school
year, information on the quality of teachers and the per-
centage of classes being taught by highly qualified teach-
ers in the State, local educational agency, and school.

[(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall transmit
annually to the Committee on Education and the Workforce of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a report that
provides national and State-level data on the information col-
lected under paragraph (4).

[(6) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW.—

[(A) QUALIFICATIONS.—At the beginning of each school
year, a local educational agency that receives funds under
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this part shall notify the parents of each student attending
any school receiving funds under this part that the parents
may request, and the agency will provide the parents on
request (and in a timely manner), information regarding
the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom
teachers, including, at a minimum, the following:

[(i) Whether the teacher has met State qualifica-
tion and licensing criteria for the grade levels and sub-
ject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

[(ii)) Whether the teacher is teaching under emer-
gency or other provisional status through which State
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.

[(iii) The baccalaureate degree major of the teach-
er and any other graduate certification or degree held
by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certifi-
cation or degree.

[Gv) Whether the child is provided services by
paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

[(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—In addition to the in-
formation that parents may request under subparagraph
(A), a school that receives funds under this part shall pro-
vide to each individual parent—

[(1) information on the level of achievement of the
parent’s child in each of the State academic assess-
ments as required under this part; and

[(ii) timely notice that the parent’s child has been
assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecu-
tive weeks by, a teacher who is not highly qualified.
[(C) FORMAT.—The notice and information provided to

parents under this paragraph shall be in an understand-
able and uniform format and, to the extent practicable,
provided in a language that the parents can understand.

[(i) PrivAcYy.—Information collected under this section shall be
collected and disseminated in a manner that protects the privacy
of individuals.

[(j) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide a
State educational agency, at the State educational agency’s re-
quest, technical assistance in meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion, including the provision of advice by experts in the develop-
ment of high-quality academic assessments, the setting of State
standards, the development of measures of adequate yearly
progress that are valid and reliable, and other relevant areas.

[(k) VOLUNTARY PARTNERSHIPS.—A State may enter into a vol-
untary partnership with another State to develop and implement
the academic assessments and standards required under this sec-
tion.

[(1) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this part shall be construed to
prescribe the use of the academic assessments described in this
part for student promotion or graduation purposes.

[(m) SpEciIAL RULE WITH RESPECT TO BUREAU-FUNDED
SCcHOOLS.—In determining the assessments to be used by each op-
erated or funded by BIA school receiving funds under this part, the
following shall apply:

[(1) Each such school that is accredited by the State in
which it is operating shall use the assessments the State has
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developed and implemented to meet the requirements of this
section, or such other appropriate assessment as approved by
the Secretary of the Interior.

[(2) Each such school that is accredited by a regional ac-
crediting organization shall adopt an appropriate assessment,
in consultation with and with the approval of, the Secretary of
the Interior and consistent with assessments adopted by other
schools in the same State or region, that meets the require-
ments of this section.

[(3) Each such school that is accredited by a tribal accred-
iting agency or tribal division of education shall use an assess-
ment developed by such agency or division, except that the
Secretary of the Interior shall ensure that such assessment
meets the requirements of this section.]

SEC. 1111. STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS.
(a) ACADEMIC STANDARDS, ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS, AND AcC-
COUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER READY STATE
STANDARDS.—In order to receive a grant for the program under
this subpart and subpart 2, each State shall demonstrate the
State meets the following requirements:

(A) COLLEGE AND CAREER READY ALIGNED STANDARDS

FOR READING OR LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The State shall—

(I) not later than December 31, 2014, adopt
college and career ready academic content stand-
ards in reading or language arts and mathematics
th(&t meet the requirements of clauses (i) and (iii);
an

(ID) not later than the beginning of the 2015-
2016 school year, adopt college and career ready
student academic achievement standards in read-
ing or language arts and mathematics that meet
the requirements of clauses (it) and (iv).

(ii) ALIGNMENT OF COLLEGE AND CAREER READY
STANDARDS.—FEach State plan shall demonstrate the
State has adopted college and career ready academic
content standards and college and career ready student
academic achievement standards aligned with—

(D(aa) credit-bearing academic coursework,
without the need for remediation, at public institu-
tions of higher education in the State;

(bb) relevant State career and technical edu-
cation standards and the State performance meas-
ures identified in the State plan under section
113(b) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical
Education Act of 2006; and

(cc) appropriate career skills; or

(I1) standards that are State-developed and
voluntarily adopted by a significant number of
States.

(ii)) REQUIREMENTS FOR ACADEMIC CONTENT
STANDARDS.—College and career ready academic con-
tent standards shall—
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(I) be used by the State, and by local edu-
cational agencies, public elementary schools, and
public secondary schools in the State, to carry out
the requirements of this part;

(II) be the same standards that the State ap-
plies to all public elementary and secondary
schools and students in the State;

(I1I) include the same knowledge, skills, and
levels of achievement expected of all elementary
and secondary school students in the State; and

(IV) be evidence-based and include rigorous
content and skills, such as critical thinking, prob-
lem solving, and communication skills.

(iv) REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS.—College and career ready
student academic achievement standards for a subject
shall—

(D) be aligned with the State’s academic con-
tent standards described in clause (iit); and

(I1) establish the level of performance expected
for each grade level that demonstrates the student
has mastered the material in the State academic
content standards for that grade.

(B) SCIENCE STANDARDS.—A State—

(i) shall demonstrate that the State has adopted,
by not later than December 31, 2014, statewide aca-
demic content standards and student academic
achievement standards in science that are aligned with
the knowledge and skills needed to be college and ca-
reer ready, as described in subparagraph (A)(ii); and

(it) may choose to use such standards as part of
the State’s accountability system under paragraph (3),
if such standards meet the requirements of clauses (ii)
through (iv) of subparagraph (A).

(C) STANDARDS FOR OTHER SUBJECTS.—If a State
adopts high-quality academic content standards and stu-
dent academic achievement standards in subjects other
than reading or language arts, mathematics, and science,
such State may choose to use such standards as part of the
State’s accountability system, consistent with section 1116.

(D) ALTERNATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS
FOR STUDENTS WITH THE MOST SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DIS-
ABILITIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The State may, through a docu-
mented and validated standards-setting process, adopt
alternate academic achievement standards in any sub-
Ject included in the State’s accountability system under
paragraph (3) for students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities, if—

(I) the determination about whether the
achievement of an individual student should be
measured against such standards is made sepa-
rately for each student in each subject being as-
sessed;



157

(II) all students who use such alternate aca-
demic achievement standards in a subject are as-
sessed using the alternate assessments for such
subject described in paragraph (2)(E); and

(I1I) such alternate academic achievement
standards—

(aa) are aligned with the State college and
career ready academic content standards;

(bb) provide access to the general cur-
riculum and the student academic achieve-
ment standards; and

(cc) reflect professional judgment as to the
highest possible standards achievable by such
student.

(it) PROHIBITION ON ANY OTHER ALTERNATE OR
MODIFIED STANDARDS.—A State shall not develop, or
implement for use, under this part any alternate or
modified academic achievement standards for students
who are children with disabilities that are not alter-
nate academic achievement standards that meet the re-
quirements of clause (i).

(E) ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS.—A
State shall, not later than December 31, 2015, adopt high-
quality English language proficiency standards that—

(i) are aligned with the State’s academic content
standards in reading or language arts under subpara-
graph (A) so that achieving English language pro-
ficiency, as measured by the State’s English language
proficiency standards, indicates a sufficient knowledge
of English to allow the State to validly and reliably
measure the student’s achievement on the State’s read-
ing or language arts student academic achievement
standards with no interventions designed to support
English learners specifically;

(i) ensure proficiency in English for each of the
domains of speaking, listening, reading, and writing;

(iii) identify not less than 4 levels of English pro-
ficiency;

(iv) address the different proficiency levels of
English learners and set high expectations regarding
academic achievement and linguistic proficiency for
English learners at all levels of proficiency;

(v) are updated, not later than 1 year after the
State adopts any new academic content standards in
reading or language arts under this paragraph, in
order to align the English language proficiency stand-
ards with the new content standards; and

(vi) support teachers as teachers enhance instruc-
tion to support English learners.

(F) EARLY LEARNING GUIDELINES AND EARLY GRADE
STANDARDS.—A State that uses funds provided under this
subpart or subpart 2 to support early childhood education
shall provide an assurance that, not later than December
31, 2015, the State will establish, or certify the existence of,
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early learning guidelines and early grade standards in ac-
cordance with the following:

(i) EARLY LEARNING GUIDELINES.—In consultation
with the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood
Education and Care, the lead agency designated under
section 658D of the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), and the
State educational agency, the State shall complete a re-
view, and revise or create, as necessary, the State’s
early learning guidelines for young children in order to
promote developmentally appropriate, high-quality pro-
grams. Such guidelines shall—

(I) address each of the age groups of infants,
toddlers, and preschool-aged children;

(I1) be developed, as appropriate, in all do-
mains of child development and learning (includ-
ing language, literacy, mathematics, creative arts,
science, social studies, social and emotional devel-
opment, approaches to learning, and physical and
health development) for each age group;

(I1D) reflect research and evidence-based devel-
opmental and learning expectations, including the
foundation for and progression in how children de-
velop and learn the requisite skills and content
from one stage into the next, including what young
children should know and be able to do;

(IV) address the cultural and linguistic diver-
sity and the diverse abilities of young children, in-
cluding infants, toddlers, and preschoolers with
disabilities;

(V) inform teaching practices, improve profes-
sional development, and support high-quality serv-
ices in early childhood education programs;

(VI) be made publicly available, including
through electronic means; and

(VII) for pre-school age children, appropriately
assist in the transition of such children to kinder-
garten.

(ii) EARLY GRADE STANDARDS.—In consultation
with the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood
Education and Care, the lead agency designated under
section 658D of the Child Care and Development Block
Grant of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), and the State
educational agency, the State shall establish or review
and revise, as needed, standards for kindergarten
through grade 3 aligned with the college and career
ready academic content and student academic achieve-
ment standards described in subsection (a)(1)(A) to en-
sure that such standards—

(D) are developed in all domains of child devel-
opment and learning (including cognitive, lan-
guage, literacy, mathematics, creative arts, science,
social studies, social and emotional development,
physical development and health, and approaches
to learning);
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(ID) reflect research and evidence-based devel-
opment and learning expectations for each level
and address cultural, linguistic, and ability-level
diversity; and

(III) across grade levels, reflect progression in
how children develop and learn the requisite skills
and content from earlier grades forward, including
preschool.

(G) EXISTING STANDARDS.—Nothing in this part shall
prohibit a State from revising, consistent with this section,
any standard adopted under this part before, on, or after
the date of enactment of the Strengthening America’s
Schools Act of 2013.

(H) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to authorize the Secretary or other officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government to mandate, direct, or
control a State’s college and career ready academic content
or student academic achievement standards under this
paragraph.

(2) ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS.—

(A) STATE ASSESSMENTS.—The State shall, beginning
not later than the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year,
adopt and implement a set of statewide assessments that—

(i) includes statewide assessments in reading or

language arts, and mathematics, annually for grades 3

through 8 and not less frequently than once during

grades 10 through 12, that—

(D) are aligned with the State’s academic con-
tent standards in such subjects under paragraph
(D(A);

(II) are administered to all public elementary
and secondary school students in the State;

(IT1) measure the individual academic achieve-
ment of a student,

(IV) assess the student’s academic achievement
based on the State’s student academic achievement
standards in the subject in order to measure—

(aa) whether the student is performing at
the student’s grade level; and

(bb) the specific grade level at which the
student is performing in the subject;

(V) measure individual student academic
growth, including a measurement of the number of
years of academic growth each student attains
each year; and

(VI) may, at the State’s choosing—

(aa) be administered through a single
summative assessment each year; or

(bb) be administered through multiple
statewide assessments during the course of the
year if the State can demonstrate to the Sec-
retary’s satisfaction the results of these mul-
tiple assessments, taken in their totality, pro-
vide a summative score that provides valid
and reliable information on individual student



160
academic growth, as described in subclause

(i1) includes statewide assessments in science, not
less than once during each of the grade spans of grades
3 through 5, 6 through 9, and 10 through 12, that—

() assess the student’s academic achievement
based on the State’s student academic achievement
standards in science in order to measure—

(aa) whether the student is performing at
the student’s grade level; and

(bb) the specific grade level at which the
student is performing in the subject; and

(I) measure individual student academic
growth, including a measurement of the number of
years of academic growth each student attains
each year;

(iii) includes the English language proficiency as-
sessments described in subparagraph (D) and any al-
ternate assessment described in subparagraph (E); and

(iv) at the discretion of the State, measure the pro-
ficiency of students in the other academic subjects for
which the State has adopted academic content stand-
ards and student academic achievement standards
under paragraph (1)(C).

(B) REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSESSMENTS.—The assess-
ments administered under this paragraph shall—

(i) be the same academic assessments used to
measure the achievement of all students, although the
individual assessment items administered to a student
in order to determine the specific grade level at which
a student is performing may vary;

(it) be used only for purposes for which such as-
sessments are valid and reliable, and be consistent
with relevant, nationally recognized professional and
technical standards;

(iti) be used only if the State educational agency
provides to the Secretary evidence that the assessments
used are of adequate technical quality for each purpose
required under this Act and are consistent with the re-
quirements of this section, which evidence the Secretary
may make public;

(iv) involve multiple up-to-date measures of stu-
dent academic achievement, including measures that—

(I) assess the full range of academic content
and student academic achievement standards
under subsection (a)(1) that students are expected
to master;

(I) measure students’ mastery of content
knowledge and their ability to use knowledge to
think critically and solve problems, and to commu-
nicate effectively; and

(I11) may be partially delivered in the form of
portfolios, projects, or extended performance tasks;
(v) provide for—
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() the participation in such assessments of all
students; and

(Il) the inclusion of English learners, who
shall be assessed in a valid and reliable manner
and provided reasonable accommodations on as-
sessments administered to such students under
this paragraph, including, to the extent prac-
ticable, assessments in the language and form
most likely to yield accurate data on what such
students know and can do in academic content
areas, until such students have achieved English
language proficiency as determined under sub-
paragraph (D), except that the State may exempt
any English learner at the lowest levels of English
language proficiency from the reading or language
arts assessment for not more than 2 years fol-
lowing the date of the student being identified as
an English learner;

(vi)(I) incorporate the principles of universal de-
sign, as defined in section 3 of the Assistive Technology
Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 3002), to allow for the greatest
possible access for all students;

(I1) provide for the reasonable adaptations for chil-
dren with disabilities necessary to measure the aca-
demic achievement of such children in a subject, rel-
ative to the State academic content standards and
State student academic achievement standards under
paragraph (1) for such subject;

(IID) provide for the valid and reliable accommoda-
tions for children with disabilities necessary to meas-
ure the academic achievement of such children in a
subject, relative to the State academic content stand-
ards and State student academic achievement stand-
ards under paragraph (1) for such subject; and

(IV) assess children with disabilities using the
same, unmodified academic content standards used to
measure children without disabilities in the same
grade level, except in the case of alternate assessments
administered in accordance with subparagraph (E);

(vii) notwithstanding clause (v)(II), include the
academic assessment (using tests written in English) of
reading or language arts of any student who has at-
tended school in the United States (not including Puer-
to Rico) for 3 or more consecutive school years, except
that, if the local educational agency determines, on a
case-by-case individual basis, that academic assess-
ments in another language or form would likely yield
more accurate and reliable information on what such
student knows and can do, the local educational agen-
cy may make a determination to assess such student in
the appropriate language other than English for a pe-
riod that does not exceed 2 additional consecutive
years, if such student has not yet reached a level of
English language proficiency sufficient to yield valid
and reliable information on what such student knows
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and can do on tests (written in English) of reading or
language arts;

(viii) include students who have attended schools
in a local educational agency for a full academic year
but have not attended a single school for a full aca-
demic year, except the performance of students who
have attended more than 1 school in the local edu-
cational agency in any academic year shall be used
only in determining the progress of the local edu-
cational agency;

(ix) produce individual student interpretive, de-
scriptive, and diagnostic reports that—

(I) allow parents, teachers, and principals to
understand and address the specific academic
needs of students and include information regard-
ing achievement on the academic assessments
aligned with State academic achievement stand-
ards; and

(II) are provided to parents, teachers, and
principals as soon as is practicably possible after
the assessment is given, in an understandable and
uniform format, and to the extent practicable, in a
language that parents can understand;

(x) enable results to be disaggregated within the
State, local educational agency, and school by gender,
each major racial and ethnic group, English pro-
ficiency status, migrant status, status as a student with
a disability, and economically disadvantaged status,
except that disaggregation shall not be required for any
subgroup that would include 15 or less students, so as
to not reveal personally identifiable information about
an individual student;

(xi) be consistent with widely accepted professional
testing standards and objectively measure academic
achievement, knowledge, and skills;

(xii) enable itemized score analyses to be produced
and reported, consistent with clause (ii), to local edu-
cational agencies and schools, so that parents, teachers,
principals, and administrators can interpret and ad-
dress the specific academic needs of students as indi-
cated by the students’ achievement on assessment
items;

(xiii) produce student achievement and other stu-
dent data that can be used to inform determinations of
individual principal and teacher effectiveness for pur-
poses of evaluation and for determining the needs of
principals and teachers for professional development
and support;

(xiv) be administered to not less than 95 percent of
all students, and not less than 95 percent of each sub-
group of students described in clause (x), who are en-
rolled in the school; and

(xv) in the case of digital assessments or any dig-
ital assessment content that is adopted, procured, pur-
chased, or developed for the assessments, incorporate
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the principles of universal design, as defined in section

3 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C.

3002) and be interoperable and accessible for all stu-

dents, including students who are children with dis-

abilities.

(C) LANGUAGES OF ASSESSMENTS.—The State shall
identify the languages other than English that are present
in the participating student population in the State and in-
dicate, in the State’s plan under subsection (b), the lan-
guages for which yearly student academic assessments in-
cluded in the State’s accountability system under para-
graph (3) are not available and are needed. The State shall
make every effort to develop assessments in such languages
and may request assistance from the Secretary if linguis-
tically accessible academic assessments are needed. Upon
request, the Secretary shall assist with the identification of
appropriate academic assessments in such languages, but
shall not mandate a specific academic assessment or mode
of instruction.

(D) ASSESSMENTS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRO-
FICIENCY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall dem-
onstrate that local educational agencies in the State
will, not later than the beginning of the 2015-2016
school year, provide for the annual assessment of
English language proficiency of all English learners in
the schools served by the State educational agency.

(it) REQUIREMENTS.—The English language pro-
ficiency assessment described in clause (i) shall—

(D be aligned with the State’s English lan-
guage proficiency standards under paragraph
(D(E);

(I1) be designed to measure, in a valid and re-
liable manner, student progress toward, and at-
tainment of, English language proficiency;

(I1D) reflect the academic language that is re-
quired for success on the State’s academic assess-
ments, consistent with paragraph (1)(E)(v); and

(IV) measure each student’s progress in achiev-
ing the levels of English proficiency established
under the State English language proficiency
standards, as described in paragraph (1)(E)(iii).

(E) ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES.—A State may
provide alternate assessments that are aligned with alter-
nate academic achievement standards described in para-
graph (1)(D) for students with the most significant cog-
nitive disabilities, if the State—

(i) ensures that for each subject, the total number
of students in each grade level assessed in such subject
using the alternate assessments does not exceed 1 per-
cent of the total number of all students in such grade
level in the State who are assessed in such subject;

(it) establishes and monitors implementation of
clear and appropriate guidelines for individualized
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education program teams (as defined in section
614(d)(1)(B) of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) to apply in determining, on a subject-by-
subject basis, when a child’s significant cognitive dis-
ability justifies assessment based on alternate aca-
demic achievement standards;

(iii) ensures that parents of the students whom the
State plans to assess using alternate assessments are
involved in the decision that their child’s academic
achievement will be measured against alternate aca-
demic achievement standards, consistent with section
614(d)(DA)GD(VD(bb) of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act, and are informed whether partici-
pation in such assessment may preclude the student
from completing the requirements for a regular sec-
ondary school diploma, as determined by the State;

(iv) provides evidence that students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities are, to the maximum
extent practicable, included in the general curriculum
and in assessments aligned with such curriculum, as
described in section 601(c)(5)(A) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act;

(v) certifies, consistent with section 612(a)(16)(A) of
such Act, the State’s regular academic assessments de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A), (C), and (D) are univer-
sally designed to be accessible to students, including
students with sensory, physical, and intellectual dis-
abilities, through the provision of reasonable adapta-
tions and valid and reliable accommodations that
produce valid results;

(vi) develops, disseminates information about,
makes available, and promotes the use of reasonable
adaptations and valid and reliable accommodations to
increase the number of students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities participating in grade-level
academic instruction and assessments aligned with
grade-level academic standards, and promotes the use
of appropriate accommodations to increase the number
of students with the most significant cognitive disabil-
ities who are tested against grade-level academic
achievement standards;

(vii) takes steps to ensure regular and special edu-
cation teachers and other appropriate staff know how
to administer assessments, including how to make ap-
propriate use of reasonable adaptations and valid and
reliable accommodations for such assessments, for stu-
dents with the most significant cognitive disabilities;
and

(viii) requires separate determinations about
whether a student should be assessed using an alter-
nate assessment for each subject assessed.

(F) COMPUTER ADAPTIVE ASSESSMENT.—A State may
develop and administer computer adaptive assessments as
the assessments required under subparagraph (A). If a
State develops and administers a computer adaptive assess-
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ment for such purposes, the assessment shall meet the re-
quirements of this paragraph.

(G) REDUCING DUPLICATIVE ASSESSMENT.—The State
shall—

(i) include, in the State plan under subsection (b),
a description of how the State will regularly analyze
assessment and accommodations practice and use, and
reduce duplicative assessment where appropriate; and

(ii) ensure that the local educational agencies re-
port, as required under subsection (d)(5)(C), regarding
all assessments required by Federal, State, or local
laws, regulations, or policies.

(3) STATE-DESIGNED ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS.—

(A) ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.—Each State shall, not
later than the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year, dem-
onstrate the State educational agency has developed and is
implementing a single, statewide accountability system
that—

(i) annually measures and reports on the achieve-
ment and academic growth of students in all public el-
ementary schools and secondary schools and local edu-
cational agencies in the State, in accordance with sub-
paragraph (B);

(i) differentiates all local educational agencies and
all schools in the State according to academic achieve-
ment and student academic growth, English language
proficiency and growth for English learners, and, for
high schools, graduation rates, for all students and for
each subgroup described in paragraph (2)(B)(x);

(iii) expects the continuous improvement of all pub-
lic schools in the State in the academic achievement
and academic growth of all students, including the
subgroups of students described in subparagraph (D),
and establishes ambitious and achievable annual per-
formance targets in accordance with subparagraph (C);

(iv) annually identifies schools that need supports
and interventions to prepare college and career ready
students;

(v) provides for the improvement, through supports
and interventions that address student needs, of all
local educational agencies with schools not identified
under section 1116(d) that are not meeting performance
targets for subgroups described in subparagraph (D);

(vi) develops the capacity of local educational agen-
cies and schools to effectively educate their students
and continuously improve;

(vit) recognizes, and encourages other local edu-
cational agencies to replicate, the practices of local edu-
cational agencies and schools that are successful in ef-
fecting significant student achievement or student aca-
demic growth; and

(viii) meets the requirements of section 1116.

(B) MEASUREMENT OF ACHIEVEMENT AND ACADEMIC
GROWTH.—



166

(i) IN GENERAL.—The State accountability system
shall measure student achievement and academic
growth toward the college and career ready academic
content and student academic achievement standards
under paragraph (1) by annually measuring and re-
porting on, in the aggregate and for each subgroup de-
scribed in subparagraph (D)—

(I) the number and percentage of students who
are in each category described in clause (ii), for
each grade and subject covered by an academic as-
sessment included in the accountability system,
based on the State academic assessments for the
subject; and

(I1) for each such category of students—

(aa) the number and percentage of stu-
dents for each grade and subject who are
meeting or exceeding the State student aca-
demic achievement standards or are achieving
sufficient academic growth, as described in
clause (iit); and

(bb) the number and percentage of stu-
dents for each grade and subject who have not
achieved sufficient academic growth, as de-
scribed in such clause.

(ii) CATEGORIES OF STUDENTS.—The State edu-
cational agency shall establish not less than 3 cat-
egories of students, which shall include the following:

(I) A category consisting of students who are
meeting or exceeding the State student academic
achievement standards under paragraph (1) in a
subject for the students’ grade level, as determined
based on the State academic assessments under
paragraph (2).

(I) A category consisting of students whose
proficiency in a subject is below grade level and
who are achieving sufficient academic growth, as
described in clause (iiv).

(III) A category consisting of students whose
proficiency in a subject is below grade level and
who are not achieving sufficient academic growth,
as described in clause (iii).

(itt) SUFFICIENT ACADEMIC GROWTH.—For purposes
of this section, sufficient academic growth for a student
means—

(D a rate of academic growth, based on a com-
parison of the student’s performance on the most
recent State academic assessment with the pre-
ceding State academic assessment or combination
of preceding State academic assessments, is such
that the student will be performing at or above
grade level within 3 years;

(I) a rate of academic growth, based on a
comparison of the student’s performance on the
most recent State academic assessment with the
preceding State academic assessment or combina-
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tion of preceding State academic assessments, is

such that the student will be performing at or

above grade level by the end of the grade span of
which, for purposes of this section, shall be the

grade spans of grades 3 through 5, 6 through 8,

and 9 through 12; or

(I1I) another aggressive academic growth
model approved by the Secretary that supports the
State performance targets under subparagraph (C).

(C) PERFORMANCE TARGETS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall establish, after
requesting and receiving input from the local edu-
cational agencies of the State, ambitious and achiev-
able annual performance targets for the State, for local
educational agencies in the State, and for public ele-
mentary schools and secondary schools, for each sub-
Ject and grade level assessed under paragraph (2),
that—

(I) are adopted from the waiver agreement en-
tered into with the Secretary through the authority
under section 9401 before the date of enactment of
the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013;

(ID) subject to approval by the Secretary—

(aa) set a goal for every public school to
meet the achievement level of the highest-per-
forming 10 percent of schools in the State as
of the date of the application submission,
based on the percentage of students meeting or
exceeding the State academic content and stu-
dent academic achievement standards;

(bb) require annual progress toward that
goal for all students, including all subgroups
of students consistent with subparagraph (D),
within a specified reasonable time period; and

(cc) ensure accelerated progress for the
subgroups of students described in item (bb)
that start with the lowest levels of student
achievement; or
(I1I) are equally ambitious to the performance

targets described in subclauses (I) and (II) and are

approved by the Secretary.

(ii) PERFORMANCE AREAS.—The performance tar-
gets required under this subparagraph shall include
targets for—

(I) student proficiency, as described in sub-
paragraph (B)(ii)(D);

(I1) student academic growth, as determined
in accordance with subparagraph (B);

(I11) English language proficiency for English
learners, as measured by the number of students
who are on track to achieving English proficiency,
as described in paragraph (1)(E)(i), by not later
than 5 years after being identified as English
learners; and

(IV) for high schools, graduation rates.
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(iii) BASELINES.—Each State shall use student per-
formance on the State’s academic assessments used for
purposes of receiving funds under the program under
this subpart and subpart 2 for the 2014-2015 school
year as the baseline for the performance targets, subject
to paragraph (5)(B)(iv) and subsection (b)(3)(C).

(iv) ADDITIONAL MEASURES AND PERFORMANCE
TARGETS.—A State may develop other measures and
performance targets to provide school personnel, par-
ents, and community members with information about
the effectiveness of schools in closing performance gaps
among subgroups and bringing all students to pro-
ficiency, except that any such measure shall not clas-
sify individuals who have not attained a high school
diploma but have earned a recognized equivalent of
such diploma as graduating from high school.

(D) SUBGROUPS OF STUDENTS.—The subgroups de-
scribed in this subparagraph shall be obtained by
disaggregating students enrolled in a school by each major
racial and ethnic group, English proficiency status, status
as a child with a disability, and economically disadvan-
taged status, except that a school shall not be required to
disaggregate for any subgroup that includes 15 or less stu-
dents if such disaggregation would result in the disclosure
of personally identifiable information.

(E) SUBJECTS COVERED.—The State shall include in
the accountability system the subjects of reading or lan-
guage arts and mathematics, and may include science and
any other subject that the State chooses through its State
plan, if the State has adopted academic content standards
and student academic achievement standards under para-
graph (1)(C) and assessments under subparagraphs (A)(iv)
and (B) of paragraph (2) for the subject.

(F) ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS.—The ac-
countability provisions under this Act shall be overseen for
public charter schools in accordance with State charter
school law.

(G) STUDENTS WITH THE MOST SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE
DISABILITIES.—In determining the percentage of students
who are meeting or exceeding the State student academic
achievement standards or are achieving sufficient academic
growth as described in subparagraph (B)(iii), for a subject
for any purpose under this section or section 1116 or 1131,
a State educational agency may include, for all schools in
the State, the performance of the State’s students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities on alternate assess-
ments as described in paragraph (2)(E) in the subjects in-
cluded in the State’s accountability system, consistent with
the 1 percent limitation of paragraph (2)(E)(i).

(4) VOLUNTARY PARTNERSHIPS.—A State may enter into a
voluntary partnership with another State to develop and imple-
ment the academic assessments, academic content standards,
and student academic achievement standards required under
this section.

(56) TRANSITION PROVISIONS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take such steps
as are necessary to provide for the orderly transition be-
tween the accountability systems required under subsection
(b)(2), as such section was in effect on the day before the
date of enactment of the Strengthening America’s Schools
Act of 2013, and the new accountability systems required
under this subsection, including the transition steps de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

(B) TRANSITION STEPS.—To enable the successful tran-
sition to the provisions of this part, as amended by the
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, each State
educational agency receiving funds under this part shall—

(i) beginning on the date of enactment of the
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013—

() administer assessments, as required under
paragraph (2), as amended by such Act, that meas-
ure and assess the college and career ready aca-
demic content standards and student academic
achievement standards described in paragraph (1),
as amended by such Act; and

(I) with respect to any reporting provision
under this part that requires the disaggregation of
students, carry out such requirement unless the
number of students in such subgroup is less than
15;

(it) during the transition period, continue all inter-
ventions, services, and activities required under section
1116(b), as in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of such Act, for schools identified for corrective
action under such section 1116(b)(7);

(iii) after 2 years of using the assessments de-
scribed in clause (i)(I), establish a new baseline, as de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(C)(iii), using the new assess-
ment data; and

(iv) implement this section and section 1116, as
amended by such Act, except that the State shall not be
required to identify focus schools or priority schools
under subsection (c) or (d) of section 1116 until 2 full
school years after the date of enactment of such Act.

(C) END OF TRANSITION.—The transition to the require-
ments of this part, as amended by the Strengthening Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 2013, shall be completed by not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of such Act.

(b) STATE PLANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For any State desiring to receive a grant

under the program under this subpart and subpart 2, the State
educational agency shall submit to the Secretary a plan, devel-
oped by the State educational agency in consultation with local
educational agencies, teachers, principals, specialized instruc-
tional support personnel, administrators, other staff, represent-
atives of Indian tribes located in the State, and parents, that—

(A) demonstrates the State’s compliance with this sec-
tion;

(B) is coordinated with the State plans required by
other programs under this Act, the Individuals with Dis-
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abilities Education Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 701 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006, the Head Start Act, the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990, and the
Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, and activities
under title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972;

(C) provides an assurance the State will continue to
administer the academic assessments required under para-
graphs (3)(A) and (7) of this subsection, as such para-
graphs were in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013,
and to include the results of such assessments in the State’s
accountability system, until the State has implemented the
assessments required under subsection (a)(2);

(D) provides an assurance the State will participate in
the biennial State academic assessments of grade 4 and
grade 8 reading and mathematics under the National As-
sessment of Educational Progress carried out under section
303(b)(2) of the National Assessment of Educational
Progress Authorization Act (20 U.S.C. 9622(b)(2)) if the
Secretary pays the costs of administering such assessments;

(E) describes the State accountability system under
subsection (a)(3) and the State’s plan for blue ribbon
schools under section 1131 (if the State chooses to carry out
such section), including how the plan will promote postsec-
ondary and career readiness;

(F) describes the process the State will utilize to review
local educational agency plans submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 1112, including the parent and family engagement
plan described in section 1118 and other provisions related
to parent and family engagement;

(G) describes the support the State will provide to local
educational agencies for the education of homeless children
and youths, and how the State will comply with the re-
quirements of subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act;

(H) describes how the State educational agency has in-
volved the committee of practitioners established under sec-
tion 1603(b) in developing the plan and monitoring its im-
plementation;

(D) describes how the State educational agency will co-
ordinate with the State Advisory Council on Early Child-
hood Education and Care, as appropriate;

(J)(@) if the State funds full-day kindergarten programs
but does not provide access to such programs for all chil-
dren eligible to attend kindergarten in the State, describes
how the State plans to increase the number of students in
the State who are enrolled in full-day kindergarten and a
strategy to implement such a plan; and

(i) if the State provides funding for kindergarten pro-
grams but does not fund full-day kindergarten programs,
describes how the State plans to establish such programs to
extend and strengthen the educational continuum for chil-
dren entering elementary school;

(K) provides an assurance that the State—
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(i) has established a longitudinal data system that
includes all elements described in section 6401(e)(2)(D)
of the America COMPETES Act (20 U.S.C. 9871
(e)2)(D)), by the date required under the terms for the
allocation received by the State through the State Fis-
cal Stabilization Fund under section 14001 of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(Public Law 111-5, 123 Stat. 279); or

(i) if the State was not subject to any such require-
ment, will establish such a system by a date approved
the Secretary;

(L) describes how the State and State educational
agency will comply with the requirements of section 1501,
and the State’s plan to ensure such compliance;

(M) in the case of a State that proposes to use funds
under this subpart or subpart 2 to support positive behav-
ioral interventions and supports, describes how the State
educational agency will—

(i) assist local educational agencies in imple-
menting positive behavioral interventions and supports
in schools served by the local educational agency
throughout the whole school;

(it) provide technical assistance and training to
local educational agencies to improve and support the
development, implementation, and coordination of com-
prehensive positive behavioral interventions and sup-
ports carried out under this Act with activities carried
gut under the Individuals with Disabilities Education

cty

(iti) in coordination with local educational agen-
cies and schools, implement positive, preventative ap-
proaches to school discipline to promote a positive
school climate for all students and reduce recidivism of
re-gntering youth offenders and disconnected youth,
an

(iv) evaluate the effects of providing positive behav-
ioral interventions and supports for all students, in-
cluding improvement of the learning environment, aca-
demic achievement, disciplinary problems such as inci-
dents of suspensions, expulsions, referrals to law en-
forcement, and other actions that remove students from
instruction, and any other effects the State chooses to
evaluate;

(N) in the case of a State that proposes to use funds
under this subpart or subpart 2 to support early inter-
Ue’;ling services, describes how the State educational agency
will—

(i) assist local educational agencies in imple-
menting early intervening services in schools served by
the local educational agency to reduce the need to label
children as children with disabilities in order to ad-
gress the learning and behavioral needs of such chil-

ren;

(it) provide technical assistance and training to
local educational agencies to improve coordination of
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early intervening services provided under this Act with

early intervening services carried out under the Indi-

viduals with Disabilities Education Act; and

(iii) evaluate the effects of providing early inter-
vening services;

(O) describes how the State will assist local edu-
cational agencies in identifying gifted and talented stu-
dents, including high-ability students who have not pre-
viously been formally identified for gifted education serv-
ices, and implement educational approaches at the elemen-
tary school and secondary school levels to support the
learning needs of gifted and talented students to ensure
that such students make appropriate learning gains, such
as early entrance to kindergarten, enrichment, acceleration,
curriculum compacting, and dual enrollment in secondary
school and postsecondary education;

(P) describes how the State educational agency will—

(i) reduce suspensions, expulsions, referrals to law
enforcement, and other disciplinary actions that re-
move students from instruction;

(i) facilitate, to the extent practicable, the re-entry
of juvenile offenders and disconnected youth into their
local educational agencies;

(iti) in coordination with the State department of
corrections or similar agency, ensure re-entering juve-
nile offenders receive referrals to a local educational
agency and provide that, for any juvenile who commits
an offense subject to school expulsion and is subse-
quently committed to a detention center, secure facility,
or any other residential placement within the juvenile
or adult criminal justice system for such offense, the
period of expulsion shall run concurrently with the pe-
riod of commitment to the detention center, secure facil-
ity, or other residential placement; and

(iv) in coordination with local educational agencies
and schools, provide annual and public reporting on,
in the aggregate, in-school suspensions, out-of-school
suspensions, expulsions, referrals to law enforcement,
school-based arrests, and disciplinary transfers (in-
cluding placements in alternative schools) in the State;
(Q) describes how the State educational agency will

plan for pregnant and parenting students to be enrolled, at-
tend, and succeed in school;

(R) describes how—

(i) for the first year following the date of enactment
of the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, the
State educational agency will provide for the equitable
distribution of elementary school teachers, and sec-
ondary school teachers, within local educational agen-
cies and the State using data on the percentage and
distribution of the categories of teachers described in
subparagraph (S) as transitional measures of teacher
quality;

(it) for each school year following the first year
after such date of enactment, the State educational
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agency will provide for the equitable distribution of
teachers within local educational agencies and the
State so that low-income and minority children are not
taught at higher rates than other children by teachers
with the lowest ratings in the State professional growth
and improvement system; and

(iit) beginning not later than 1 year after such date
of enactment, and for each subsequent year, the State
will report to the Secretary the percentage and dis-
tribution of teachers in the State, based on the meas-
ures used in the State, for each quartile of schools
based on school poverty level, for high-minority schools,
and for low-minority schools; and
(S) describes how the State will annually submit to the

Secretary, for each quartile of schools in the State based on

school poverty level and for high-minority schools and low-

minority schools in the State, data regarding the percent-
age and distribution of the following categories of teachers:

(i) Teachers who are not classified as highly quali-
fied teachers.

(it) Teachers who are new.

(iii) Teachers who have not completed a teacher
preparation program.

(iv) Teachers who are not teaching in the subject or
field for which the teacher is certified or licensed.

(v) Beginning in any year for which data are avail-
able from a professional growth and improvement sys-
tem, and not later than the 2015-2016 school year,
teachers with the highest or lowest ratings in the pro-
fessional growth and improvement system, as data
from such system become available, and in no case
later than the 2015-2016 school year.

(2) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.—A State plan submitted under
paragraph (1) may be submitted as part of the comprehensive
plan under section 9302.

(3) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall—

(i) remain in effect for the duration of the State’s
participation under this part or 4 years, whichever is
shorter; and

(it) be periodically reviewed and revised as nec-
essary by the State educational agency to reflect
changes in the State’s strategies and programs under
this part.

(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—

(i) REVISED PLANS.—If a State makes significant
changes to its plan, such as adopting new State aca-
demic content standards, new State student achieve-
ment standards, new academic assessments, or im-
proved performance targets under subsection (a), the
State shall submit a revised plan to the Secretary.

(it) REVIEW OF REVISED PLANS.—The Secretary
shall review the information submitted under clause (1)
and may, notwithstanding paragraph (4), approve or
disapprove changes to the State plan without under-
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taking the peer-review or hearing process described in

such paragraph.

(C) RENEWAL.—A State educational agency that desires
to continue participating in the program under this subpart
and subpart 2 shall submit a renewed plan every 4 years
with improved performance targets.

(4) PEER REVIEW AND SECRETARIAL APPROVAL.—

(A) SECRETARIAL DUTIES.—The Secretary shall—

(i) establish a peer-review process that maximizes
collaboration with each State to assist in the review of
State plans;

(it) appoint expert individuals to the peer-review
process who—

(I) represent a regionally diverse cross-section
of States;

(I) are representative of parents, teachers,
State educational agencies, and local educational
agencies; and

(I11) are familiar with educational standards,
assessments, accountability, the needs of focus and
priority schools as described in subsections (¢) and
(d) of section 1116 and the needs of disadvantaged
students, students who are children with disabil-
ities, and other educational needs of students;

(iii) ensure the peer-review process provides timely
feedback from the peer-review panel to the States, and
that such feedback shall be made publicly available,
including through electronic means;

(iv) not decline approval of a State plan before—

(D) offering the State an opportunity to revise
the State plan;

(I1) providing technical assistance to the State
to meet the requirements of this subsection and
subsections (a) and (¢); and

(I11) upon the request of a State, providing a
hearing;

(v) have the authority to disapprove a State plan
for not meeting the requirements of this subpart or sub-
part 2, and may deny approval to a State plan under
this subsection that was recommended by the peer-re-
view panel by making available written findings of the
cause for such disapproval;

(vi) approve a State plan not later than 120 days
after its submission unless the Secretary determines
that the plan does not meet the requirements of this
section;

(vii) if the Secretary determines that the State plan
does not meet the requirements of this subsection and
subsection (c), immediately notify the State in writing
of such determination and the reasons for such deter-
mination; and

(viii) not have the authority to require a State, as
a condition of approval of the State plan, to include in,
or delete from, such plan 1 or more specific elements of
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the State’s academic content standards or to use spe-

cific academic assessment instruments or items.

(B) STATE REVISIONS.—A State plan shall be revised by
the State educational agency if necessary to satisfy the re-
quirements of this section.

(¢) PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT.—FEach State plan shall
include a description of how the State will strengthen engagement
of the parents and families in education (referred to in this sub-
section as the “parent and family engagement plan”) in accordance
with the following:

(1) STATEWIDE PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT STRAT-
EGY.—The parent and family engagement plan shall dem-
onstrate how the State plans to increase and enhance the en-
gagement of parents and family members in education through-
out the State, through the implementation and replication of
evidence-based or promising practices, in order to—

(A) increase student academic growth and achievement,
and college and career readiness;

(B) provide parents and family members with the skills
and opportunities necessary to become full partners in their
child’s education;

(C) improve child development;

(D) strengthen relationships and partnerships among
school personnel and parents and family members, to sup-
port student academic growth and achievement, and college
and career readiness;

(E) improve the ability of local educational agencies
and schools to increase the participation of parents and
family members in school improvement strategies, create
opportunities for co-location and provision of services for
parents and family members, and foster conditions for
learning; and

(F) focus the activities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E) in high-need local educational agencies and
high-need schools.

(2) COORDINATION; COLLECTION; DISSEMINATION.—The par-
enzéland family engagement plan shall describe how the State
will—

(A) ensure maximum coordination and minimum du-
plication of efforts (which may include the designation of a
parent and family engagement coordinator) among, at a
minimum—

(i) Federal, State, and local programs;

(it) the State Advisory Councils on Early Child-
hood Education and Care;

(iii) the parent and family information and re-
source centers established under part H of title IV; and

(iv) appropriate non-Federal entities (including
commaunity-based and philanthropic organizations and
court-appointed special advocates);

(B) collect and disseminate best practices and research
on parent and family engagement strategies to—

(i) local educational agencies, including high-need
local educational agencies, and high-need schools in
the State, such as through parent and family engage-
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ment academies and other leadership development
strategies; and

(i) institutions of higher education and other orga-
nizations with a demonstrated record of success in in-
creasing the engagement of parents and family mem-
bers in education; and

(C) ensure that the process for reviewing local edu-
cational agency plans pursuant to section 1112 includes an
assessment and response to each local educational agency
regarding the extent to which such plans incorporate the
best practices identified in subparagraph (B).

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, TRAINING, AND CAPACITY-BUILD-
ING.—The State parent and family engagement plan shall de-
scribe the evidence-based technical assistance, professional de-
velopment, or other capacity-building strategies that the State
will provide to, at a minimum, high-need local educational
agencies and high-need schools, which—

(A) shall include the provision of technical assistance
to local educational agencies that serve schools identified as
focus or priority schools under subsection (c) or (d) of sec-
tion 1116;

(B) shall include partnering with the appropriate par-
ent and family information and resource centers;

(C) may include assistance in developing, revising, or
implementing the local educational agency plans submitted
pursuant to section 1112 as such plans relate to supporting
parent and family engagement, in conjunction with para-
graph (2)(C);

(D) may include assistance related to implementing evi-
dence-based parent and family engagement strategies to
providers of early care and education; and

(E) may include assistance related to implementing evi-
dence-based parent and family engagement strategies for
English learner families, such as those described in section
3115(c)(5).

(4) LEVERAGING RESOURCES.—Each State plan shall in-
clude a description of how the State will leverage resources of
employers, business leaders, philanthropic and nonprofit orga-
nizations, and other community members to increase and
strengthen parent and family engagement.

(d) ANNUAL STATE REPORT CARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives a grant for the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 shall prepare and dis-
seminate an annual report card for each public elementary
school and secondary school in the State, each local educational
agency in the State, and the State as a whole.

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL REPORT CARDS.—The State
shall ensure the school, local educational agency, and State re-
port cards required under this subsection are—

(A) uniform across the State;

(B) concise;

(C) presented in a format that is easily understandable
and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that
parents can understand; and

(D) accessible to the public, which shall include—
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(i) making the State report card and all local edu-
cational agency and school report cards available on a
single webpage of the State’s website; and

(it) providing a copy of a school’s report card to the
parents of each student enrolled in the school each
year.

(3) REQUIRED STUDENT INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL REPORT
CARDS.—Each school report card required under paragraph (1)
shall include the following:

(A) A clear and concise description of the State’s ac-
countability system under subsection (a)(3), including a de-
scription of the criteria by which the State evaluates school
performance, and the criteria that the State has established
to determine the status of schools.

(B) Information on each of the following for the school,
in the aggregate and disaggregated and cross-tabulated by
the subgroups described in subsection (a)2)(B)(x) (except
that such disaggregation or cross-tabulation shall not be re-
quired in a case in which the results would reveal person-
ally identifiable information about an individual student):

(i) Student achievement at each performance level
on the State academic assessments that are included in
the State’s accountability system under subsection
(@)(3).

(it) The percentage of students who do not take the
State academic assessments.

(iti) The most recent 3-year trend in student
achievement in each subject area, and for each grade
level, for such assessments.

(iv) A comparison of the school’s student academic
assessment data to the State average for each tested
subject.

(W)(I) The number and percentage of students who
are meeting or exceeding the State student academic
achievement standards or are achieving sufficient aca-
demic growth, as determined in accordance with sub-
7ectéon (a)(3)(B)(iii), for each subject area and grade
evel.

(II) The most recent 3-year trend in student aca-
demic growth in each subject area, and for each grade
level, for the State academic assessments.

(vi) The number and percentage of students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities who take an
alternate assessment under subsection (a)2)(E), by
grade and subject.

(vit) The number of students who are English
learners, and the performance of such students, on the
State’s English language proficiency assessments under
subsection (a)(2)(D), including the students’ attainment
of, and progress toward, higher levels of English lan-
guage proficiency.

(viii) For each high school—

(I) student graduation rates, including—
(aa) the 4-year adjusted cohort graduation
rate, as defined in section 9101(32)(A); and
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(bb) the cumulative graduation rate, as

defined in section 9101(32)(B);

(II) the number of students attaining career
and technical proficiencies, as defined by section
113(b)(2)(A) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act of 2006, and reported by
States only in a manner consistent with section
113(c) of such Act;

(I11) not later than the beginning of the 2013-
2014 school year, the rate at which students who
graduated from the high school in the preceding
year enrolled in institutions of higher education by
the beginning of the next school year; and

(IV) not later than the beginning of the 2014—
2015 school year, the rate of student remediation,
in the aggregate, for high school graduates who en-
roll in public institutions of higher education in
the State or in other institutions of higher edu-
cation (to the extent obtaining the data regarding
remediation from other institutions is practicable).
(ix) Beginning not later than the 2015-2016 school

year, the evaluation results of teachers and principals
as measured by the State’s professional growth and im-
provement system, except that such information shall
not provide individually identifiable information on in-
dividual teachers and principals.

(x) Discipline data with respect to all students in
the school for the disciplinary exclusionary categories
described in subparagraphs (A)(v), (D), and (E) of sec-
tion 618(a)(1) of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.

(xi)(I) The percentage of students passing examina-
tions related to coursework acceptable for postsec-
ondary credit at institutions of higher education, such
as Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
examinations, or technical assessments, as defined by
section 113(b)(2)(A)(ii) of Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act of 2006 and reported by
States only in a manner consistent with section 113(c)
of such Act.

(II) The percentage of students participating in
early college high schools and dual enrollment pro-
grams.

(xii) Data regarding pregnant and parenting stu-
dents in the State, including—

(I) the number of pregnant and parenting stu-
dents enrolled in secondary schools;

(I1) rates, and data regarding participation, of
pregnant and parenting students in mainstream
schools or in the schools in which the students
originated;

(I11) rates, and data regarding participation,
of pregnant and parenting students in alternative
programs;
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(IV) the number and percentage of pregnant
and parenting students who have achieved pro-
ficiency, as determined for purposes of subsection
(a)(3)(B)(it), in each grade and subject assessed;
and

(V) graduation rates for pregnant and par-
enting students.

(xiit) The incidence of school violence, bullying,
drug abuse, alcohol abuse, in-school student suspen-
sions, out-of-school student suspensions, expulsions, re-
ferrals to law enforcement, school-based arrests, dis-
ciplinary transfers (including placements in alternative
schools), and student detentions, for each category.

(C) The average class size, by grade.

(D) The school’s categorization, if applicable, in the
State school accountability and improvement system under
section 1116.

(E) In the case of a coeducational school that receives
assistance under this subpart—

(i) a listing of the school’s interscholastic sports
teams that participated in athletic competition;

(it) for each such team—

(D) the total number of male and female par-
ticipants, disaggregated and cross-tabulated by
gender and race;

(I1) the season in which the team competed,
whether the team participated in postseason com-
petition, and the total number of competitive events
scheduled;

(III) the total expenditures from all sources,
including expenditures for travel, uniforms, facili-
ties, and publicity for competitions; and

(IV) the total number of coaches, trainers, and
medical personnel, and for each such individual
an identification of such individual’s gender, em-
ployment status, and duties other than providing
coaching, training, or medical services; and
(iii) the average annual salary of the head coaches

of boys’ interscholastic sports teams, across all offered

sports, and the average annual salary of the head
coaches of girls’ interscholastic sports teams, across all
offered sports.

(F) The number of students—

(i) who are served through the use of early inter-
vening services; and

(it) who, in the preceding 2-year period, received
early intervening services and who, after receiving such
services, have been identified as eligible for, and re-
ceive, special education and related services under part
B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

(4) OPTIONAL INFORMATION.—A State may include in each
school report card such other information as the State believes
will best provide parents, students, and other members of the
public with information regarding the progress of each of the



180

State’s public elementary and secondary schools. Such informa-
tion may include—

(A) indicators of school climate;

(B) student attendance;

(C) school readiness of students in kindergarten; and

(D) measures of career readiness focused on the attain-
ment of technical or employability skills.

(5) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY AND STATE REPORT
CARDS.—Each local educational agency report card and State
report card required under paragraph (1)—

(A) shall include the data described in clauses (i)
through (xiii) of paragraph (3)(B) for the local educational
agency or State, respectively, as a whole and disaggregated
by the subgroups described in subsection (a)(2)(B)(x);

(B) in the case of a State report card, shall include—

(i) the data described in paragraph (3)(B)(viii)
disaggregated by status as a child in foster care, except
that such disaggregation shall not be required in a
case in which the number of students in the category
would reveal personally identifiable information about
an individual student;

(it) the most recently available academic achieve-
ment results in grades 4 and 8 of the State’s students
on the National Assessment of Educational Progress in
reading and mathematics, including the percentage of
students at each achievement level in the aggregate
and by the groups described in section 303(b)(2)(G) of
the National Assessment of Educational Progress Au-
thorization Act (20 U.S.C. 9622(b)(2)(G));

(iti) the number of local educational agencies in
the State that implement positive behavioral interven-
tions and supports; and

(iv) the number of local educational agencies in the
State that implement school-based mental health pro-
grams;

(C) in the case of a local educational agency report
card, shall include information regarding the assessments
administered annually, by grade level and subject, and, for
each assessment, whether the assessment is required by
Federal, State, or local statute, regulation, or policy;

(D) shall include information regarding the number of
military-connected students which, for the purposes of this
subparagraph, shall mean students with parents who serve
in the Armed Forces, including the National Guard and
Reserve Forces, for each local educational agency or State,
respectively, and information regarding academic achieve-
ment for such students, except that such information shall
not be used for school or local educational agency account-
ability purposes under section 1116; and

(E) may include any optional information described in
paragraph (4) for the local educational agency or State, re-
spectively.

(6) DATA.—A State shall only include in a school report
card or local educational agency report card, data that do not



181

reveal personally identifiable information about an individual
student or teacher.

(7) PREEXISTING REPORT CARDS.—A State educational agen-
¢y or local educational agency that was providing public report
cards on the performance of students, schools, local educational
agencies, or the State prior to the date of enactment of the
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, may use those re-
port cards for the purpose of this subsection as long as any such
report card is modified, as may be needed, to contain the infor-
mation required by this subsection.

(8) CosT REDUCTION.—Each State educational agency and
local educational agency receiving assistance under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 shall, wherever pos-
sible, take steps to reduce data collection costs and duplication
of effort by obtaining the information required under this sub-
section through existing data collection efforts.

(9) CROSS-TABULATED DATA NOT USED FOR ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—Groups of students obtained by cross-tabulating data
under this subsection shall not be considered to be subgroups
under section 1116. Such cross-tabulated data shall not be used
to determine whether a school is a focus or priority school
under subsection (c) or (d) of section 1116.

(e) REPORTING.—

(1) ANNUAL STATE REPORT.—Each State educational agency
that receives assistance under the program under this subpart
and subpart 2 shall report annually to the Secretary, and make
widely available within the State—

(A) information on the State’s progress in developing
and implementing the academic assessments described in
subsection (a)(2);

(B) information on the achievement and academic
growth of students, including results disaggregated (except
in a case in which the number of students in a category is
insufficient to yield statistically reliable information or the
results would reveal personally identifiable information
about an individual student) by the subgroups described in
subsection (a)2)(B)(x) and by status as a child in foster
care;

(C) information on any changes in status for all public
schools in the State, in accordance with the State’s system
of differentiation described in subsection (a)(3)(A)(ii) and
the categories required under section 1116;

(D) in any year before the State begins to provide the
information described in subparagraph (B), information on
the results of student academic assessments (including re-
sults disaggregated by the subgroups described in sub-
section (a)(2)(B)(x)) required under this section;

(E) information on the acquisition of English language
proficiency by students who are English learners;

(F) the number of schools, and the name of each school,
identified as a focus or priority school under subsection (c)
or (d) of section 1116; and

(G) the number of schools identified as blue ribbon
schoo%s under section 1131 and the name of each such
school.
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(2) SECRETARY’S REPORT CARD AND BIENNIAL EVALUATION
REPORT.—

(A) SECRETARY’S REPORT CARD.—Not later than July 1,
2014, and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall prepare
and submit to the authorizing committees a national report
card on the status of elementary and secondary education
in the United States. Such report shall—

(i) analyze existing data from State reports re-
quired under this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, and the Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act of 2006, and summarize
major findings from such reports;

(it) analyze data from the National Assessment of
Educational Progress and international assessments,
including the Third International Mathematics and
Science Survey;

(iti) identify trends in student achievement, student
academic growth, student performance, and high
school graduation rates, by analyzing and reporting on
the status and performance of subgroups of students,
including subgroups based on race, ethnicity, and so-
cioeconomic status and the subgroups of children with
disabilities and English learners;

(iv) compare the performance of students, includ-
ing the subgroups described in clause (iii), across
States and local educational agencies across the United
States;

(v) identify and report on promising practices,
areas of greatest improvement in student achievement
and educational attainment, and other examples wor-
thy of national attention;

(vi) identify and report on areas of educational
concern that warrant national attention; and

(it)(I) analyze existing data, as of the time of the
report, on Federal, State, and local expenditures on
education, including per pupil spending, teacher sala-
ries and pension obligations, school level spending, and
other financial data publicly available; and

(II) report on current trends and major findings re-
sulting from the analysis.

(B) SPECIAL RULE.—The information used to prepare
the report described in subparagraph (A) shall be derived
from existing State and local reporting requirements and
data sources. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
as authorizing, requiring, or allowing any additional re-
porting requirements, data elements, or information to be
reported to the Secretary not otherwise explicitly authorized
by any other Federal law.

(C) BIENNIAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall transmit
biennially to the authorizing committees a report that pro-
vides national and State-level data on the information col-
lected under paragraph (1).

() PENALTIES.—If a State that receives a grant under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 fails to meet any require-
ment of such subparts, the Secretary may withhold funds for State
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administration under this part until the Secretary determines that
the State has fulfilled those requirements.
(g) PARENTS’ RIGHT-TO-KNOW.—

(1) QUALIFICATIONS.—At the beginning of each school year,
a local educational agency that receives funds under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 shall notify the parents
of each student attending any school receiving such funds that
the parents may request, and the agency will provide the par-
ents on request (and in a timely manner), information regard-
ing the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom
teachers, including, at a minimum, the following:

(A) Whether the teacher has met State qualification
and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas
in which the teacher provides instruction.

(B) Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or
other provisional status through which State qualification
or licensing criteria have been waived.

(C) The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and
any other graduate certification or degree held by the teach-
er, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree.

(D) Whether the student is provided services by para-
professionals and, if so, their qualifications.

(2) EQUITY REPORT CARD.—A local educational agency that
receives funds under the program under this subpart and sub-
part 2 shall make available to parents, separately or as a clear-
ly identified part of the school report card, and through easily
accessible means, including electronic means, the following in-
formation for each school:

(A) Student achievement data at each performance
level, for each category of students described in subsection
(a)(3)(B)(i1), on the State academic assessments included in
the State accountability system under subsection (a)(3),
disaggregated by the subgroups described in subsection
(@)2)(B)(x).

(B) Individual school funding by source, including
Federal, State, and local funding and grants.

(C) For each high school, the 4-year adjusted cohort
graduation rate, as described in section 9101(32)(A), and
the rate at which students graduating from the high school
in the preceding year enrolled in institutions of higher edu-
cation by the beginning of the next school year.

(D) Data regarding educational opportunity participa-
tion, which data—

(i) shall include, at a minimum, prekindergarten
and full-day kindergarten opportunities for children
and opportunities for Advanced Placement or Inter-
national Baccalaureate course work; and

(it) may include such opportunities as—

() dual enrollment and early college high
schools;

(I1) gifted programming;

(I11) other educational programming; and

(IV) opportunities to complete career and tech-

nical education programs of study, reported in a

manner consistent with section 122(c)(1) of the
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Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education
Act of 2006.

(E) Information regarding each school’s school climate,
including student survey results and school discipline data,
which may include information such as the incidence of
school violence, bullying, in-school student suspensions,
out-of-school student suspensions, expulsions, referrals to
law enforcement, school-based arrests, disciplinary trans-
fers (including placements in alternative schools), and stu-
dent detentions.

(F) Other data that, in conjunction with the local edu-
cational agency report card described in subsection (d), is
determined, by the State or local educational agency in con-
sultation with parents, families, and educators, to be nec-
essary to allow parents, families, and community members
to understand, and compare with other schools in the local
educational agency and across the State, the resources
gvailable to the school that influence the outcomes for stu-

ents.

(3) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—In addition to the informa-
tion that parents of students may request under paragraph (1),
a school that receives funds under this subpart shall provide to
each individual parent, with respect to the student—

(A) information on the level of achievement and aca-
demic growth of the student on each of the State academic
assessments as required under this subpart; and

(B) timely notice that the student has been assigned, or
has been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks by, a
teacher who does not hold a State qualification or license
to teach at the grade level and subject area in which the
teacher has been assigned.

(4) FORMAT.—The notice and information provided to par-
ents under this subsection shall be in an understandable and
uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a
language that the parents can understand.

(h) PRIvAcY.—Information collected under this section shall be
collected and disseminated in a manner that protects the privacy of
individuals.

(i) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide a
State educational agency, at the State educational agency’s request,
with technical assistance in meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion.

(j) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this part shall be construed to
prescribe the use of the academic assessments described in this part
for student promotion or graduation purposes.

(k) SPECIAL RULE WITH RESPECT TO BUREAU-FUNDED
ScHoOLS.—In determining the assessments to be used by each
school operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Education of the
Department of Interior that receives funds under this part, the fol-
lowing shall apply:

(1) STATE ACCREDITED SCHOOLS.—FEach such school accred-
ited by the State in which it is operating shall use the assess-
ments the State has developed and implemented to meet the re-
quirements of this section, or such other appropriate assessment
as approved by the Secretary of the Interior.
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(2) REGIONALLY ACCREDITED SCHOOLS.—Each such school
accredited by a regional accrediting organization shall adopt
appropriate assessments, in consultation with and with the ap-
proval of, the Secretary of the Interior and consistent with as-
sessments adopted by other schools in the same State or region,
that meets the requirements of this section.

(3) TRIBALLY ACCREDITED SCHOOLS.—Each such school ac-
credited by a tribal accrediting agency or tribal division of edu-
cation shall use assessments developed by such agency or divi-
sion, except that the Secretary of the Interior shall ensure that
such assessments meet the requirements of this section.

[SEC. 1112. LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PLANS.
[(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

[(1) SUBGRANTS.—A local educational agency may receive
a subgrant under this part for any fiscal year only if such
agency has on file with the State educational agency a plan,
approved by the State educational agency, that is coordinated
with other programs under this Act, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006, the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act, and other Acts, as appropriate.

[(2) CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION.—The plan may be sub-
mitted as part of a consolidated application under section 9305.
[(b) PLAN PROVISIONS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to help low-achieving children
meet challenging achievement academic standards, each local
educational agency plan shall include—

[(A) a description of high-quality student academic as-
sessments, if any, that are in addition to the academic as-
sessments described in the State plan under section
1111(b)(3), that the local educational agency and schools
served under this part will use—

[(i) to determine the success of children served
under this part in meeting the State student academic
achievement standards, and to provide information to
teachers, parents, and students on the progress being
made toward meeting the State student academic
achievement  standards  described in  section
1111(b)(1)(D)(ii);

[(i) to assist in diagnosis, teaching, and learning
in the classroom in ways that best enable low-achiev-
ing children served under this part to meet State stu-
dent achievement academic standards and do well in
the local curriculum;

[(iii) to determine what revisions are needed to
projects under this part so that such children meet the
State student academic achievement standards; and

[(v) to identify effectively students who may be at
risk for reading failure or who are having difficulty
reading, through the use of screening, diagnostic, and
classroom-based instructional reading assessments, as
defined under section 1208;

[(B) at the local educational agency’s discretion, a de-
scription of any other indicators that will be used in addi-
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tion to the academic indicators described in section 1111
for the uses described in such section;

[(C) a description of how the local educational agency
will provide additional educational assistance to individual
students assessed as needing help in meeting the State’s
challenging student academic achievement standards;

[(D) a description of the strategy the local educational
agency will use to coordinate programs under this part
with programs under title II to provide professional devel-
opment for teachers and principals, and, if appropriate,
pupil services personnel, administrators, parents and other
staff, including local educational agency level staff in ac-
cordance with sections 1118 and 1119;

[(E) a description of how the local educational agency
will coordinate and integrate services provided under this
part with other educational services at the local edu-
cational agency or individual school level, such as—

[Gi) Even Start, Head Start, Reading First, Early
Reading First, and other preschool programs, includ-
ing plans for the transition of participants in such pro-
grams to local elementary school programs; and

[(ii) services for children with limited English pro-
ficiency, children with disabilities, migratory children,
neglected or delinquent youth, Indian children served
under part A of title VII, homeless children, and immi-
grant children in order to increase program effective-
ness, eliminate duplication, and reduce fragmentation
of the instructional program;

[(F) an assurance that the local educational agency
will participate, if selected, in the State National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress in 4th and 8th grade reading
and mathematics carried out under section 303(b)(2) of the
National Assessment of Educational Progress Authoriza-
tion Act;

[(G) a description of the poverty criteria that will be
used to select school attendance areas under section 1113;

[(H) a description of how teachers, in consultation
with parents, administrators, and pupil services personnel,
in targeted assistance schools under section 1115, will
identify the eligible children most in need of services under
this part;

[(I) a general description of the nature of the pro-
grams to be conducted by such agency’s schools under sec-
tions 1114 and 1115 and, where appropriate, educational
services outside such schools for children living in local in-
stitutions for neglected or delinquent children, and for ne-
glected and delinquent children in community day school
programs;

[(J) a description of how the local educational agency
will ensure that migratory children and formerly migra-
tory children who are eligible to receive services under this
part are selected to receive such services on the same basis
as other children who are selected to receive services
under this part;
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[(K) if appropriate, a description of how the local edu-
cational agency will use funds under this part to support
preschool programs for children, particularly children par-
ticipating in Early Reading First, or in a Head Start or
Even Start program, which services may be provided di-
rectly by the local educational agency or through a sub-
contract with the local Head Start agency designated by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services under section
641 of the Head Start Act, or an agency operating an Even
Start program, an Early Reading First program, or an-
other comparable public early childhood development pro-
gram;

[(L) a description of the actions the local educational
agency will take to assist its low-achieving schools identi-
fied under section 1116 as in need of improvement;

[(M) a description of the actions the local educational
agency will take to implement public school choice and
supplemental services, consistent with the requirements of
section 1116;

[(N) a description of how the local educational agency
will meet the requirements of section 1119;

[(O) a description of the services the local educational
agency will provide homeless children, including services
provided with funds reserved under section 1113(c)(3)(A);

[(P) a description of the strategy the local educational
agency will use to implement effective parental involve-
ment under section 1118; and

[(Q) where appropriate, a description of how the local
educational agency will use funds under this part to sup-
port after school (including before school and summer
school) and school-year extension programs.

[(2) EXCEPTION.—The academic assessments and indica-
tors described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1)
shall not be used—

[(A) in lieu of the academic assessments required
under section 1111(b)(3) and other State academic indica-
tors under section 1111(b)(2); or

[(B) to reduce the number of, or change which, schools
would otherwise be subject to school improvement, correc-
tive action, or restructuring under section 1116, if such ad-
ditional assessments or indicators described in such sub-
paragraphs were not used, but such assessments and indi-
cators may be used to identify additional schools for school
improvement or in need of corrective action or restruc-
turing.

[(c) ASSURANCES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency plan
shall provide assurances that the local educational agency
will—

[(A) inform eligible schools and parents of schoolwide
program authority and the ability of such schools to con-
solidate funds from Federal, State, and local sources;

[(B) provide technical assistance and support to
schoolwide programs;
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[(C) work in consultation with schools as the schools
develop the schools’ plans pursuant to section 1114 and as-
sist schools as the schools implement such plans or under-
take activities pursuant to section 1115 so that each school
can make adequate yearly progress toward meeting the
State student academic achievement standards;

[(D) fulfill such agency’s school improvement respon-
sibilities under section 1116, including taking actions
under paragraphs (7) and (8) of section 1116(b);

[(E) provide services to eligible children attending pri-
vate elementary schools and secondary schools in accord-
ance with section 1120, and timely and meaningful con-
sultation with private school officials regarding such serv-
ices;

[(F) take into account the experience of model pro-
grams for the educationally disadvantaged, and the find-
ings of relevant scientifically based research indicating
that services may be most effective if focused on students
in the earliest grades at schools that receive funds under
this part;

[(G) in the case of a local educational agency that
chooses to use funds under this part to provide early child-
hood development services to low-income children below
the age of compulsory school attendance, ensure that such
services comply with the education performance standards
in effect under section 641A(a)(1)(B) of the Head Start Act;

[(H) work in consultation with schools as the schools
develop and implement their plans or activities under sec-
tions 1118 and 1119;

[(I) comply with the requirements of section 1119 re-
garding the qualifications of teachers and paraprofes-
sionals and professional development;

[(J) inform eligible schools of the local educational
agency’s authority to obtain waivers on the school’s behalf
under title IX and, if the State is an Ed-Flex Partnership
State, to obtain waivers under the Education Flexibility
Partnership Act of 1999;

[(K) coordinate and collaborate, to the extent feasible
and necessary as determined by the local educational
agency, with the State educational agency and other agen-
cies providing services to children, youth, and families
with respect to a school in school improvement, corrective
action, or restructuring under section 1116 if such a school
requests assistance from the local educational agency in
addressing major factors that have significantly affected
student achievement at the school;

[(L) ensure, through incentives for voluntary trans-
fers, the provision of professional development, recruit-
ment programs, or other effective strategies, that low-in-
come students and minority students are not taught at
higher rates than other students by unqualified, out-of-
field, or inexperienced teachers;

[(M) use the results of the student academic assess-
ments required under section 1111(b)(3), and other meas-
ures or indicators available to the agency, to review annu-
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ally the progress of each school served by the agency and
receiving funds under this part to determine whether all
of the schools are making the progress necessary to ensure
that all students will meet the State’s proficient level of
achievement on the State academic assessments described
in section 1111(b)(3) within 12 years from the end of the

2001-2002 school year;

[(N) ensure that the results from the academic assess-
ments required under section 1111(b)(3) will be provided to
parents and teachers as soon as is practicably possible
after the test is taken, in an understandable and uniform
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a lan-
guage that the parents can understand; and

[(O) assist each school served by the agency and as-
sisted under this part in developing or identifying exam-
ples of high-quality, effective curricula consistent with sec-
tion 1111(b)(8)(D).

[(2) SPECIAL RULE.—In carrying out subparagraph (G) of
paragraph (1), the Secretary—

[(A) shall consult with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services and shall establish procedures (taking
into consideration existing State and local laws, and local
teacher contracts) to assist local educational agencies to
comply with such subparagraph; and

[(B) shall disseminate to local educational agencies
the education performance standards in effect under sec-
tion 641A(a)(1)(B) of the Head Start Act, and such agen-
cies affected by such subparagraph shall plan for the im-
plementation of such subparagraph (taking into consider-
ation existing State and local laws, and local teacher con-
tracts), including pursuing the availability of other Fed-
eral, State, and local funding sources to assist in compli-
ance with such subparagraph.

[(3) INAPPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1)(G) of this subsection
shall not apply to preschool programs using the Even Start
model or to Even Start programs that are expanded through
the use of funds under this part.

[(d) PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND DURATION.—

[(1) COoNSULTATION.—Each local educational agency plan
shall be developed in consultation with teachers, principals, ad-
ministrators (including administrators of programs described
in other parts of this title), and other appropriate school per-
sonnel, and with parents of children in schools served under
this part.

[(2) DurATION.—Each such plan shall be submitted for the
first year for which this part is in effect following the date of
enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and shall
remain in effect for the duration of the agency’s participation
under this part.

[(3) REvViIEw.—Each local educational agency shall periodi-
cally review and, as necessary, revise its plan.

[(e) STATE APPROVAL.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency plan
shall be filed according to a schedule established by the State
educational agency.
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[(2) ApPrOvAL.—The State educational agency shall ap-
prove a local educational agency’s plan only if the State edu-
cational agency determines that the local educational agency’s
plan—
[(A) enables schools served under this part to substan-
tially help children served under this part meet the aca-
demic standards expected of all children described in sec-
tion 1111(b)(1); and
[(B) meets the requirements of this section.
[(3) REVIEW.—The State educational agency shall review
the local educational agency’s plan to determine if such agen-
cies activities are in accordance with sections 1118 and 1119.
[(f) PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITY.—The local educational agency
plan shall reflect the shared responsibility of schools, teachers, and
the local educational agency in making decisions regarding activi-
ties under sections 1114 and 1115.

[(g) PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—

[(A) NotTicE.—Each local educational agency using
funds under this part to provide a language instruction
educational program as determined in part C of title III
shall, not later than 30 days after the beginning of the
school year, inform a parent or parents of a limited
English proficient child identified for participation or par-
ticipating in, such a program of—

[(i) the reasons for the identification of their child
as limited English proficient and in need of placement
in a language instruction educational program;

[(ii) the child’s level of English proficiency, how
such level was assessed, and the status of the child’s
academic achievement;

[(ii) the methods of instruction used in the pro-
gram in which their child is, or will be participating,
and the methods of instruction used in other available
programs, including how such programs differ in con-
tent, instructional goals, and the use of English and a
native language in instruction;

[Gv) how the program in which their child is, or
will be participating, will meet the educational
strengths and needs of their child;

[(v) how such program will specifically help their
child learn English, and meet age-appropriate aca-
demic achievement standards for grade promotion and
graduation;

[(vi) the specific exit requirements for the pro-
gram, including the expected rate of transition from
such program into classrooms that are not tailored for
limited English proficient children, and the expected
rate of graduation from secondary school for such pro-
gram if funds under this part are used for children in
secondary schools;

[(vii) in the case of a child with a disability, how
such program meets the objectives of the individual-
ized education program of the child;
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[(viii) information pertaining to parental rights
that includes written guidance—
[(I) detailing—

[(aa) the right that parents have to have
their child immediately removed from such
program upon their request; and

[(bb) the options that parents have to de-
cline to enroll their child in such program or
to choose another program or method of in-
struction, if available; and
[(II) assisting parents in selecting among var-

ious programs and methods of instruction, if more
than one program or method is offered by the eli-
gible entity.

[(B) SEPARATE NOTIFICATION.—In addition to pro-
viding the information required to be provided under para-
graph (1), each eligible entity that is using funds provided
under this part to provide a language instruction edu-
cational program, and that has failed to make progress on
the annual measurable achievement objectives described in
section 3122 for any fiscal year for which part A is in ef-
fect, shall separately inform a parent or the parents of a
child identified for participation in such program, or par-
ticipating in such program, of such failure not later than
30 days after such failure occurs.

[(2) NOTICE.—The notice and information provided in
paragraph (1) to a parent or parents of a child identified for
participation in a language instruction educational program for
limited English proficient children shall be in an understand-
able and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, pro-
vided in a language that the parents can understand.

[(3) SPECIAL RULE APPLICABLE DURING THE SCHOOL
YEAR.—For those children who have not been identified as lim-
ited English proficient prior to the beginning of the school year
the local educational agency shall notify parents within the
first 2 weeks of the child being placed in a language instruc-
ti(;n educational program consistent with paragraphs (1) and
(2).

[(4) PARENTAL PARTICIPATION.—Each local educational
agency receiving funds under this part shall implement an ef-
fective means of outreach to parents of limited English pro-
ficient students to inform the parents regarding how the par-
ents can be involved in the education of their children, and be
active participants in assisting their children to attain English
proficiency, achieve at high levels in core academic subjects,
and meet challenging State academic achievement standards
and State academic content standards expected of all students,
including holding, and sending notice of opportunities for, reg-
ular meetings for the purpose of formulating and responding to
recommendations from parents of students assisted under this
part.

[(5) BASIS FOR ADMISSION OR EXCLUSION.—A student shall
not be admitted to, or excluded from, any federally assisted
education program on the basis of a surname or language-mi-
nority status.]
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SEC. 1112. LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PLANS.
(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

(1) SUBGRANTS.—A local educational agency may receive a
subgrant under the program under this subpart and subpart 2
for any fiscal year only if such agency has on file with the State
educational agency a plan, approved by the State educational
agency, that is coordinated with other programs under this Act,
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006, the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and other Acts, as
appropriate, and activities under title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972.

(2) CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION.—The plan may be sub-
mitted as part of a consolidated application under section 9305.
(b) PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND DURATION.—

(1) CONSULTATION.—Each local educational agency plan
shall be developed in consultation with—

(A) teachers, principals, administrators, and other ap-
propriate school personnel;

(B) representatives of early childhood education pro-
grams in the geographic area served by the local edu-
cational agency, as appropriate; and

(C) parents and family members of children in schools
served under this subpart.

(2) DURATION.—Each local educational agency plan shall
be submitted pursuant to this section for the first year for which
this part is in effect following the date of enactment of the
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, and such plan
shall remain in effect until the date of renewal as determined
under paragraph (4) by the State.

(3) REVIEW.—Each local educational agency shall periodi-
cally review and, as necessary, revise its plan to reflect changes
in the local educational agency’s strategies and programs under
this part, and changes in the State performance targets under
section 1111(a)(3)(C).

(4) RENEWAL.—A local educational agency that desires to
continue participating in the program under this subpart and
subpart 2 shall submit a renewed plan on a periodic basis, as
determined by the State.

(¢c) STATE APPROVAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency plan shall
be filed according to a schedule established by the State edu-
cational agency.

(2) APPROVAL.—The State educational agency shall approve
a local educational agency’s plan only if the State educational
agency determines that the local educational agency’s plan—

(A) enables schools served under this subpart to sub-
stantially help children served under this part meet the
academic content and student academic achievement stand-
ards expected of all children described in section 1111(a)(1)
and the performance targets described in section
1111(a)3)(C); and

(B) meets the requirements of this part.

(d) PLAN PROVISIONS.—In order to help low-achieving children
meet college and career ready student academic achievement stand-
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ards, and to close the achievement gap between high- and low-
achieving children each local educational agency plan shall describe
each of the following:

(1) How the local educational agency will work with each
of the schools served by the agency to—

(A) develop and implement a comprehensive program
of instruction to meet the academic needs of all students;

(B) identify quickly and effectively students who may
be at risk for academic failure;

(C) provide additional educational assistance to indi-
vidual students assessed as needing help in meeting the
State’s college and career ready student academic achieve-
ment standards;

(D) identify significant gaps in student achievement
among subgroups of students identified under section
1111(a)2)(B)(x) and develop strategies to reduce such gaps
in achievement; and

(E) identify and implement effective methods and in-
structional strategies that are based on scientifically valid
research intended to strengthen the core academic pro-
grams of the schools, including using multi-tiered systems
of support, universal design for learning, and positive be-
havioral interventions and supports.

(2) How the local educational agency will monitor and
evaluate the effectiveness of school programs in improving stu-
dent academic achievement and academic growth, especially for
students described in section 1111(a)(3)(B)(it)(I11).

(3) The strategy the local educational agency will use to im-
plement effective parent and family engagement under section
1118.

(4) How the local educational agency will coordinate and
integrate services provided under this part with other high-
quality early childhood education programs at the local edu-
cational agency or individual school level (including programs
under section 619 of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) that include plans for the transition of participants
in such programs to local elementary school programs and, if
appropriate, a description of how the local educational agency
will use funds provided under this subpart and subpart 2 to
support preschool programs for children, particularly children
participating in a Head Start program, which may be provided
directly by the local educational agency or through a sub-
contract with the Head Start agency designated by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services under section 641 of the
Head Start Act, or another comparable public early childhood
education program.

(6) How activities under this part will be coordinated and
integrated with Federal, State, and local services and pro-
grams, including programs supported under this Act, the Carl
D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006, the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 701 et seq.), the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), and the Workforce
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Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2801 et seq.), violence preven-
tion programs, nutrition programs, and housing programs.

(6) How the local educational agency will coordinate and
integrate services provided under the program under this sub-
part and subpart 2 with local workforce development programs
that serve disadvantaged or out-of-school youth, such as those
providing workforce investment activities under chapter 4 of
subtitle B of title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29
U.S.C. 2851 et seq.), including a description of how the local
educational agency will use funds provided under this subpart
and subpart 2 to support such activities.

(7) The poverty criteria that will be used to select school at-
tendance areas under section 1113.

(8) How teachers, in consultation with parents and family
members, administrators, and specialized instructional support
personnel, in targeted assistance schools under section 1115,
will identify the eligible children most in need of services under
this part.

(9) How the local educational agency will identify and ad-
dress any disparities in the equitable distribution of teachers,
consistent with the requirements of section 1111(b)(1)(R).

(10) How the local educational agency will provide for the
equitable distribution of elementary school teachers, and of sec-
ondary school teachers, within local educational agencies and
the State using data on the percentage and distribution of the
categories of teachers described in subsection (e)(13).

(11) A general description of the nature of the programs to
be conducted by such agency’s schools under sections 1114 and
1115 and, where appropriate, educational services outside such
schools for children living in local institutions for neglected or
delinquent children, and for neglected and delinquent children
in community day school programs.

(12) A description of—

(A) how the local educational agency will provide op-
portunities for the enrollment, attendance, and success of
homeless children and youths; and

(B) the services the local educational agency will pro-
vide homeless children and youths, including services pro-
vided with funds reserved under section 1113(c)(3), and
how those services may differ from those provided in prior
years.

(13) A description of the support the local educational agen-
¢y will provide for homeless children and youths, consistent
with the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act.

(14) For each quartile of schools in the local educational
agency based on school poverty level and for high-minority
schools and low-minority schools in the local educational agen-
¢y, data regarding access at the high school level to rigorous
coursework, including—

(A) access to opportunities to earn postsecondary credit
while in high school, such as through Advanced Placement
and International Baccalaureate courses and examinations,
dual enrollment, and early college high schools; and
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(B) student performance on Advanced Placement and

International Baccalaureate course examinations.

(15) How the local educational agency will identify and ad-
dress any disparity within the student subgroups described in
section 1111(a)(3)(D) in equitable access to rigorous coursework,
including access to opportunities described in paragraph
(14(A).

(16) How the local educational agency will engage in time-
ly, on-going, and meaningful consultation with representatives
of Indian tribes in the area served by such local educational
agency to improve the coordination of activities under this Act
and to meet the unique cultural, language, and academic needs
of Indian and Native Hawaiian students.

(17) How the local educational agency will implement strat-
egies to facilitate effective transitions for students from middle
school to high school and from high school to postsecondary
education, including access to dual enrollment and early college
high schools.

(18) If the local educational agency proposes to use
subgrant funds under the program under this subpart and sub-
part 2 for positive behavioral interventions and supports, a de-
scription of the actions the local educational agency will take to
provide positive behavioral interventions and supports and co-
ordinate those activities with activities carried out under the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act.

(19) If the local educational agency proposes to use such
subgrant funds for early intervening services, a description of
the actions the local educational agency will take to provide
early intervening services and coordinate those services with
early intervening services carried out under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.

(20) If the local educational agency proposes to use such
subgrant funds for school-based mental health programs, a de-
scription of the actions the local educational agency will take to
provide school-based mental health programs and coordinate
those activities with activities carried out under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.

(21) If the local educational agency proposes to use such
subgrant funds for periodically updating the crisis management
plan of the local educational agency, as described in section
4202(5)(B)(iv), a description of the actions the local educational
agency will take to develop and implement an updated crisis
management plan.

(22) A description of how the local educational agency will
plan for pregnant and parenting students to be enrolled, attend,
and succeed in school.

(e) ASSURANCES.—Each local educational agency plan shall
provide assurances that the local educational agency will—

(1) use the results of the academic assessments required
under section 1111(a)(2), and other measures or indicators
available to the agency, to review annually the progress of each
school served by the agency and receiving funds under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 to determine whether
all of the schools are making the progress necessary to ensure
all students will be performing at or above grade level on the
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State academic assessments required under such section, in ac-
cordance with the ambitious targets described in the State plan
under section 1111(a)(3)(C);

(2) provide to parents and teachers the results from the aca-
demic assessments required under section 1111(a)(2) as soon as
is practicably possible after the test is taken in an understand-
able and uniform format and, to the extent possible, provided
in a language that the parents and, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, family members, can understand;

(3) participate, if selected, in State academic assessments of
student achievement in reading and mathematics in grades 4
and 8 carried out under section 303(b)(3) of the National As-
sessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act;

(4) fulfill such agency’s school improvement responsibilities
under section 1116;

(5) ensure that migratory children who are eligible to re-
ceive services under this part are selected to receive such serv-
ices on the same basis as other children who are selected to re-
ceive services under this part;

(6) engage in timely and meaningful consultation with rep-
resentatives of Indian tribes located in the area served by the
local educational agency;

(7) provide services to eligible children attending private el-
ementary schools and secondary schools in accordance with sec-
tion 1119, and timely and meaningful consultation with private
school officials regarding such services;

(8) inform eligible schools of the local educational agency’s
authority to obtain waivers on the school’s behalf under appli-
cable Federal flexibility provisions;

(9) in the case of a local educational agency that chooses to
use funds under the program under this subpart and subpart
2 to provide early childhood education services to low-income
children below the age of compulsory school attendance, ensure
that such services comply with the education performance
standards in effect under section 641A(a)(1)(B) of the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9836a(a)(1)(B));

(10) comply with the requirements of section 1501 that re-
late to the local educational agency and describe the local edu-
cational agency’s plan to ensure such compliance;

(11) comply with the requirements of subtitle B of title VII
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act that relate to
the local educational agency;

(12) annually submit to the State educational agency the
information contained in each school equity report card de-
scribed in section 1111(g)(2); and

(13) annually submit to the State educational agency, for
each quartile of schools in the local educational agency based
on school poverty level and for high-minority schools and low-
minority schools in the local educational agency, data regard-
ing the percentage and distribution of the following categories
of teachers:

(A) Teachers who are new.
(B) Teachers who have not completed a teacher prepa-
ration program.
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(C) Teachers who are not teaching in the subject or
field for which the teacher is certified or licensed.

(D) Where applicable, teachers who have the highest or
lowest ratings in a professional growth and improvement
system.

(f) PARENTAL NOTIFICATION REGARDING LANGUAGE INSTRUC-
TION PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency using
funds under the program under this subpart and subpart 2 to
provide a language instruction educational program as defined
in section 3201 shall, not later than 30 days after the beginning
of the school year, inform a parent or parents of an English
learner identified for participation or participating in, such a
program of—

(A) the reasons for the identification of their child as
an English learner and in need of placement in a language
instruction educational program;

(B) the child’s level of English proficiency, how such
level was assessed, and the status of the child’s academic
achievement;

(C) the methods of instruction used in the program in
which their child is, or will be, participating, and the meth-
ods of instruction used in other available programs, includ-
ing how such programs differ in content, instructional
goals, and the use of English and a native language in in-
struction;

(D) how the program in which their child is, or will be,
participating, will meet the educational strengths and
needs of their child;

(E) how such program will specifically help their child
learn English, and meet age-appropriate academic achieve-
ment standards for grade promotion and graduation,

(F) the specific exit requirements for the program, in-
cluding the expected rate of transition from such program
into classrooms that are not tailored for English learners,
and the expected rate of graduation from secondary school
for such program if funds provided under this subpart or
subpart 2 are used for children in secondary schools;

(G) in the case of a child with a disability, how such
program meets the objectives of the individualized edu-
cation program of the child; and

(H) information pertaining to parental rights that in-
cludes written guidance—

(i) detailing—

(I) the right that parents have to have their
child immediately removed from such program
upon their request; and

(I1) the options that parents have to decline to
enroll their child in such program or to choose an-
other program or method of instruction, if avail-
able; and
(i) assisting parents in selecting among various

programs and methods of instruction, if more than 1

program or method is offered by the eligible entity.
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(2) NOTICE.—The notice and information provided in para-
graph (1) to a parent or parents of a child identified for partici-
pation in a language instruction educational program for
English learners shall be in an understandable and uniform
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language
that the parents can understand.

(3) SPECIAL RULE APPLICABLE DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR.—
For those children who have not been identified as English
learners prior to the beginning of the school year and who are
subsequently so identified, the local educational agency shall
notify the parents of such children within the first 2 weeks of
the child being placed in a language instruction educational
program consistent with paragraphs (1) and (2).

(4) PARENTAL PARTICIPATION.—Each local educational
agency receiving funds under the program under this subpart
and subpart 2 shall implement an effective means of outreach
to parents and, to the extent practicable, family members, of
English learner students to inform the parents and family
members regarding how the parents and family members can
be involved in the education of their children, and be active
participants in assisting their children to attain English pro-
ficiency, achieve at high levels in core academic subjects, and
meet college and career ready State student academic achieve-
ment standards and State academic content standards expected
of all students, including holding, and sending notice of oppor-
tunities for, regular meetings for the purpose of formulating
and responding to recommendations from parents and family
members of students assisted under this subpart or subpart 2.

(5) BASIS FOR ADMISSION OR EXCLUSION.—A student shall
not be admitted to, or excluded from, any federally assisted edu-
cation program on the basis of a surname or language-minority
status.

SEC. 1113. ELIGIBLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS.
(a) DETERMINATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

* * *k & * * *k

[(3) RANKING ORDER.—If funds allocated in accordance
with subsection (c) are insufficient to serve all eligible school
attendance areas, a local educational agency shall—

[(A) annually rank, without regard to grade spans,
such agency’s eligible school attendance areas in which the
concentration of children from low-income families exceeds
75 percent from highest to lowest according to the percent-
age of children from low-income families; and

[(B) serve such eligible school attendance areas in
rank order.]

(3) RANKING ORDER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph
(B), if funds allocated in accordance with subsection (c) are
insufficient to serve all eligible school attendance areas, a
local educational agency shall—

(i) annually rank, without regard to grade spans,
such agency’s eligible school attendance areas in which
the concentration of children from low-income families
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exceeds 75 percent, or exceeds 50 percent in the case of

the high schools served by such agency, from highest to

lowest according to the percentage of children from
low-income families; and

(it) serve such eligible school attendance areas in
rank order.

(B) APPLICABILITY.—A local educational agency shall
not be required to reduce, in order to comply with subpara-
graph (A), the amount of funding provided under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2 to elementary
schools and middle schools from the amount of funding
provided under this part to such schools for the fiscal year
preceding the date of enactment of the Strengthening Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 2013 in order to provide funding under
such subparts to high schools pursuant to subparagraph

A).
* * * * * * *

[(5) MEASURES.—The local educational agency shall use
the same measure of poverty, which measure shall be the num-
ber of children ages 5 through 17 in poverty counted in the
most recent census data approved by the Secretary, the num-
ber of children eligible for free and reduced priced lunches
under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, the
number of children in families receiving assistance under the
State program funded under part A of title IV of the Social Se-
curity Act, or the number of children eligible to receive medical
assistance under the Medicaid program, or a composite of such
indicators, with respect to all school attendance areas in the
local educational agency—

[(A) to identify eligible school attendance areas;
[(B) to determine the ranking of each area; and
[(C) to determine allocations under subsection (c).]

(56) MEASURES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph

(B), the local educational agency shall use the same meas-

ure of poverty, which measure shall be the number of chil-

dren ages 5 through 17 in poverty counted in the most re-
cent census data approved by the Secretary, the number of
children eligible for free and reduced priced lunches under

the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42

U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the number of children in families re-

ceiving assistance under the State program funded under

part A of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601

et seq.), or the number of children eligible to receive med-

ical assistance under the Medicaid program, or a composite
of such indicators, with respect to all school attendance
areas in the local educational agency—
(i) to identify eligible school attendance areas;
(it) to determine the ranking of each area; and
(iii) to determine allocations under subsection (c).
(B) LOW-INCOME FAMILIES IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—

For measuring the number of students in low-income fami-

lies in secondary schools, the local educational agency shall

use the same measure of poverty, which shall be the cal-
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culation producing the greater of the results from among
the following 2 calculations:
(i) The calculation described under subparagraph
A)

(©).

(C) FEEDER PATTERN.—In this paragraph, the term
“feeder pattern” means an accurate estimate of the number
of students in low-income families in a secondary school
that is calculated by applying the average percentage of
students in low-income families of the elementary school at-
tendance areas as calculated under subparagraph (A) that
feed into the secondary school to the number of students en-
rolled in such school.

(7) WAIVER FOR DESEGREGATION PLANS.—* * *

* * * * * * *

(8) RESERVATION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.—A
local educational agency may reserve funds made available to
carry out this section for early childhood education in eligible
school attendance areas before making allocations to high
schools in eligible school attendance areas pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(b) LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY DISCRETION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding subsection (a)(2), a local

educational agency may—
(A) * * *

* * * * * * *

(D) elect not to serve an eligible school attendance
area or eligible school that has a higher percentage of chil-
dren from low-income families if—

(i) the school meets the comparability require-

ments of [section 1120A(c)lsection 1120(c);

* * *k & * * *k

(¢) ALLOCATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

* * *k & * * *k

[(3) RESERVATION.—A local educational agency shall re-
serve such funds as are necessary under this part to provide
services comparable to those provided to children in schools
funded under this part to serve—

[(A) homeless children who do not attend participating
schools, including providing educationally related support
services to children in shelters and other locations where
children may live;

[(B) children in local institutions for neglected chil-
dren; and

[(C) if appropriate, children in local institutions for
delinquent children, and neglected or delinquent children
in community day school programs.]

(3) RESERVATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH AND
OTHER AT-RISK CHILDREN.—

(A) FUNDS FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH AND
OTHER AT-RISK CHILDREN.—A local educational agency

.(ii) A feeder pattern described in subparagraph
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shall reserve such funds as are necessary under the pro-

gram under this subpart and subpart 2 to serve—

(i) homeless children who are attending any public
school served by the local educational agency, includ-
ing providing educationally related support services to
children in shelters and other locations where children
may live;

(it) children in local institutions for neglected chil-
dren;

(iit) if appropriate, children in local institutions
for delinquent children, and neglected or delinquent
children in community day programs; and

(iv) children in foster care (as defined in section
1502), including providing points of contact (as de-
scribed in section 1501(d)) in local educational agen-
cies for child welfare agencies and children in foster
care.

(B) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—Notwithstanding the re-
quirements of subsections (b) and (¢) of section 1120, funds
reserved under subparagraph (A) may be used to provide
homeless children and youths with services not ordinarily
provided to other students under this part, including—

(i) providing funding for the liaison designated
pursuant to section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act;

(it) providing transportation pursuant to section
722(g)(1)(J)(iit) of such Act;

(iii) providing services to preschool-aged homeless
children and homeless secondary school students;

(iv) providing support services to homeless children
and youths in shelters and other locations where they
may live; and

(v) removing barriers to homeless children and
youths’ enrollment, attendance, retention, and success
in school.

(C) AMOUNT RESERVED.—The amount of funds reserved
in accordance with subparagraph (A)(i) shall be determined
by an assessment of the needs of homeless children and
youths in the local educational agency. Such needs assess-
ment shall include the following:

(i) Information related to child, youth, and family
homelessness in the local educational agency obtained
through the coordination and collaboration required
under subsections (f)(4) and (g)(6) of section 722 of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

(it) The number of homeless children and youths
reported by the local educational agency to the State
educational agency under section 722()(3) of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act for the pre-
vious school year.

(4) FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND REWARDS RESERVATION.—A
local educational agency may reserve such funds as are nec-
essary from those funds received by the local educational agen-
cy under title II, and not more than 5 percent of those funds
received by the local educational agency under subpart 2, to
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provide financial incentives and rewards to teachers who serve
in schools [eligible under this section and identified for school
improvement, corrective action, and restructuring under sec-
tion 1116(b)lidentified as a priority school under section
1116(d) for the purpose of attracting and retaining qualified
and effective teachers.

SEC. 1114. SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAMS.
(a) USE oF FUNDS FOR SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency may consoli-
date and use funds under this part, together with other Fed-
eral, State, and local funds, in order to upgrade the entire edu-
cational program of a school that serves an eligible school at-
tendance area in which not less than 40 percent of the children
are from low-income families, or not less than 40 percent of the
children enrolled in the school are from such families. Funds
provided under the program under this subpart and subpart 2
may be used to support evidence-based activities that address
needs identified through the comprehensive needs assessment
under subsection (b)(1)(A) and consistent with the schoolwide
program.

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS NOT REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—* * *

(i) to [provide services to such children that are
supplementary, as otherwise required by section
1120A(b).identify particular services as supplemental.
[(B) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS.—A school participating in

a schoolwide program shall use funds available to carry

out this section only to supplement the amount of funds

that would, in the absence of funds under this part, be
made available from non-Federal sources for the school, in-
cluding funds needed to provide services that are required

by law for children with disabilities and children with lim-

ited English proficiency.]

(B) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency serv-
ing a school participating in a schoolwide program
shall use funds available to carry out this section only
to supplement the aggregate amount of funds that
would, in the absence of funds provided under the pro-
gram under this subpart and subpart 2, be made avail-
able from State and local sources for the school, in-
cluding funds needed to provide services that are re-
quired by law for children with disabilities and chil-
dren who are English learners.

(it) COMPLIANCE.—To demonstrate compliance
with clause (i), a local educational agency shall dem-
onstrate that the methodology it uses to allocate State
and local funds to each school receiving funds under
the program under this subpart and subpart 2 ensures
the school receives all of the State and local funds the
school would otherwise receive if it were not receiving
funds under this part.
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(iii) NONAPPLICABILITY.—Section 1120(b) shall not
apply to schools operating schoolwide programs under
this section.

(3) EXEMPTION FROM STATUTORY AND REGULATORY RE-
QUIREMENTS.—

(A) EXEMPTION.—* * *

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—A school that chooses to use
funds from such other programs shall not be relieved of
the requirements relating to health, safety, civil rights, or
student and parental participation and involvementl, serv-
ices to private school children, maintenance of effort, com-
parability of services, uses of Federal funds to supplement,
not supplant non-Federal funds, or the distribution of
funds to State educational agencies or local educational
agencies] that apply to the receipt of funds from such pro-
grams.

& * & & & * &

[(4) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—Each school receiving
funds under this part for any fiscal year shall devote sufficient
resources to effectively carry out the activities described in
subsection (b)(1)(D) in accordance with section 1119 for such
fiscal year, except that a school may enter into a consortium
with another school to carry out such activities.]

(4) EXTERNAL PROVIDERS.—A school may carry out a
schoolwide program under this subsection through an external
provider if the school demonstrates, in the plan required under
subsection (b)(2), that the external provider has expertise in
using strategies and programs that are based on scientifically
valid research to improve teaching, learning, and schools.

(b) COMPONENTS OF A SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A schoolwide program shall include the
following components:

(A) A comprehensive needs assessment of the entire
school (including taking into account the needs of migra-
tory children as defined in [section 1309(2)lsection 1312)
that is based on information which includes the achieve-
ment of children in relation to the State academic content
standards and the State student academic achievement
standards described in [section 1111(b)(1)lsection
1111(a)(1).

(B) Schoolwide reform strategies that—

(i) provide opportunities for all children [to meet
the State’s proficient and advanced levels of student
academic  achievement  described in  section
1111(b)(1)(D)1t0 be proficient or advanced students, as
described in section 1111(a)(3)(B)(ii)(1);

(i1) use effective methods and instructional strate-
gies that are based on [scientifically based re-

searchlscientifically valid research that—

* * * * * * *

@) * * *
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(aa) counseling, [pupil serviceslspecialized in-
structional support services, and mentoring serv-
ices;

(bb) college and career awareness and prepa-
ration, such as college and career guidance, per-
sonal finance education, and innovative teaching
methods, which may include applied learning and
team-teaching strategies; [and]

(cc) the integration of [vocational and tech-
nical education programs; andlcareer and tech-
nical education programs;

(dd) implementation of schoolwide positive be-
havioral interventions and supports, including
through coordination with activities carried out
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act, in order to improve academic outcomes for
students and reduce the need for suspensions, ex-
pulsions, and other actions that remove students
from instruction; and

(ee) implementation of early intervening serv-
ices, including through coordination with early in-
tervening services carried out under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act;

(IT) address how the school will determine if such
needs have been met; [and]

(II) provide a multi-tier system of supports and
positive behavioral interventions and supports; and

(IV) provide programs, activities, courses, and pro-
fessional development in the core academic subjects
that are targeted toward assisting children described
in subclause (I) in meeting the academic content and
student academic achievement standards described in
section 1111(a)(1); and

(iv) * * *

(C) Instruction by highly qualified and highly rated
teachers.

[(D) In accordance with section 1119 and subsection
(a)(4), high-quality and ongoing professional development
for teachers, principals, and paraprofessionals and, if ap-
propriate, pupil services personnel, parents, and other
staff to enable all children in the school to meet the State’s
student academic achievement standards.]

[(E)X(D) Strategies to attract high-quality highly
qualified and highly rated teachers to high-need schools.

[(F) Strategies to increase parental involvement in ac-
cordsjlnce with section 1118, such as family literary serv-
ices.

[(G)I(E) Plans for assisting preschool children in the
transition from early childhood programs, such as Head
Startl, Even Start, Early Reading First,1, programs under
part A of title IV, or a State-run preschool program, to
local elementary school programs.

[(FH)1(F) Measures to include teachers in the decisions
regarding the use of academic assessments described in
[section 1111(b)(3)1section 1111(a)(2) in order to provide
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information on, and to improve, the achievement of indi-
vidual students and the overall instructional program.

[(D1(G) Activities to ensure that [students who expe-
rience difficulty mastering the proficient or advanced lev-
els of academic achievement standards required by section
1111(b)(1)1students described in subclause (II) or (III) of
section 1111(a)(3)(B)(it) shall be provided with effective,
timely additional assistance which shall include measures
to ensure that students’ difficulties are identified on a
timely basis and to provide sufficient information on which
to base effective assistance.

[(J)I(H) Coordination and integration of Federal,
State, and local services and programs, including programs
supported under this Act, violence prevention programs,
nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start, adult
education, vocational and technical education, and job
training.

(2) PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any eligible school that desires to
operate a schoolwide program shall first develop (or amend
a plan for such a program that was in existence on the day
before the date of enactment of the [No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001), in consultation with the local educational
agency and its school support team or other technical as-
sistance provider under section 1117,1Strengthening Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 2013), in consultation with the local
educational agency, a comprehensive plan for reforming
the total(i?structional program in the school that—

i kok sk
£ * * * £ *

(iv) describes how the school will provide indi-
vidual student academic assessment results in a lan-
guage the parents can understand, including an inter-
pretation of those results, to the parents of a child who
participates in the academic assessments required by
[section 1111(b)(3)1section 1111(a)(2).

(B) PLAN DEVELOPMENT.—The comprehensive plan
shall be—

(I) the local educational agencyl, after consid-
ering the recommendation of the technical assist-
ance providers under section 1117,]1 determines
that less time is needed to develop and implement
the schoolwide program; or

(IT) the school is operating a schoolwide pro-
gram on the day preceding the date of enactment
of [the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001]1zhe
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, in
which case such school may continue to operate
such program, but shall develop amendments to
its existing plan during the first year of assistance
after that date to reflect the provisions of this sec-
tion;

(i1) developed with the involvement of parents and
other members of the community to be served and in-
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dividuals who will carry out such plan, including
teachers, principals, and administrators (including ad-
ministrators of programs described in other parts of
this title), and, if appropriate, [pupil services per-
sonnel lspecialized instructional support personnel,
technical assistance providers, school staff, and, if the
plf.ln 11"elates to a secondary school, students from such
school,

% * * * % * *

(v) if appropriate, developed in coordination with
programs under [Reading First, Early Reading First,
Even Start,Ipart A of title IV, the Carl D. Perkins Ca-
reer and Technical Education Act of 2006, and the

Head Start Act.
(¢) PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM.—A school that is eligible for
a schoolwide program under this section may use funds made
available under this part to establish or enhance prekindergarten
programs for children below the age of 6, such as [Even Start pro-
gr?ms or Early Reading First programslprograms under part A of

title IV.

SEC. 1115. TARGETED ASSISTANCE SCHOOLS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—* * *
(b) ELIGIBLE CHILDREN.—
(1) ELIGIBLE POPULATION.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—* * *

% * * * % * *

(B) ELIGIBLE CHILDREN FROM ELIGIBLE POPULATION.—
From the population described in subparagraph (A), eligi-
ble children are children identified by the school as failing,
or most at risk of failing, to meet the State’s [chal-
lenginglcollege and career ready student academic achieve-
ment standards on the basis of multiple, educationally re-
lated, objective criteria established by the local educational
agency and supplemented by the school, [except that chil-
dren from preschool through grade 2 shall be selected sole-
ly on the basis of such criteria as teacher judgment, inter-
views with parents, and developmentally appropriate
measures. lincluding children who are at risk of failing to
be ready for elementary school.

(2) CHILDREN INCLUDED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Children who are economically dis-
advantaged, children with disabilities, migrant children
[or limited English proficient childrenl, or English learn-
ers, are eligible for services under this part on the same
basis as other children selected to receive services under
this part.

[(B) HEAD START, EVEN START, OR EARLY READING
FIRST CHILDREN.—A child who, at any time in the 2 years
preceding the year for which the determination is made,
participated in a Head Start, Even Start, or Early Reading
First program, or in preschool services under this title, is
eligible for services under this part.]

(B) HEAD START OR LITERACY PROGRAMS.—A child
who, at any time in the 2 years preceding the year for
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which the determination is made, participated in a Head
Start program, a program under part A of title IV, or in
preschool services under this title, is eligible for services
under this part.

* * * * * * *
(¢) COMPONENTS OF A TARGETED ASSISTANCE SCHOOL PRoO-

(1) IN GENERAL.—To assist targeted assistance schools and
local educational agencies to meet their responsibility to pro-
vide for all their students served under this part the oppor-
tunity to meet the State’s [challenginglcollege and career
ready student academic achievement standards in subjects as
determined by the State, each targeted assistance program
under this section shall—

(A) use such program’s resources under this part to
help participating children meet such State’s [chal-
lenginglcollege and career ready student academic achieve-
ment standards expected for all children;

* * & & * * &

(C) use effective methods and instructional strategies
that are based on  [scientifically based re-
searchlscientifically valid research that strengthens the
core academic program of the school and that—

(i) help provide an accelerated, high-quality cur-
riculum, including applied learning; [and]

(ii1) minimize removing children from the regular
classroom during regular school hours for instruction
provided under this part;

(iv) may include a multi-tier system of supports
and positive behavioral interventions and supports;
and

(v) may include support for programs, activities,
courses, and professional development in the core aca-
demic subjects that are targeted toward participating
children selected in accordance with subsection (b) to
enable such children to meet the academic content and
student academic achievement standards described in
section 1111(a);

(D) coordinate with and support the regular education
program, which may include services to assist preschool
children in the transition from early childhood programs
such as Head Start, [Even Start, Early Reading
Firstlprograms under part A of title IV, or State-run pre-
school programs to elementary school programs;

(E) provide instruction by highly qualified and highly
rated teachers;

(F) in accordance with [subsection (e)(3) and section
11191section 1117, provide opportunities for professional
development with resources provided under this part, and,
to the extent practicable, from other sources, for teachers,
principals, and paraprofessionals, including, if appropriate,
Lpupil services personnellspecialized instructional support
personnel, parents, and other staff, who work with partici-
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pating children in programs under this section or in the
regular education program;

* * * * * * *

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each school conducting a program
under this section shall assist participating children selected in
accordance with subsection (b) to [meet the State’s proficient
and advanced levels of achievementlbe proficient or advanced
students, as determined under section 1111(a)(3)(B)(ii)(I) by—

(B) reviewing, on an ongoing basis, the progress of
participating children and revising the targeted assistance
program, if necessary, to provide additional assistance to
enable such children to meet the State’s [chal-
lenginglcollege and career ready student academic achieve-
ment standards, such as an extended school year, before-
and after-school, and summer programs and opportunities,
training for teachers regarding how to identify students
who need additional assistance, and training for teachers
regarding how to implement student academic achieve-
ment standards in the classroom.

* * * * * * *

(e) SPECIAL RULES.—
(1) SIMULTANEOUS SERVICE.—* * *
(2) COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES.—If—

* * k & * * k

(iii) professional development necessary to assist
teachers, [pupil services personnellspecialized instruc-
tional support personnel, other staff, and parents in
identifying and meeting the comprehensive needs of
eligible children.

(3) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—Each school receiving
funds under this part for any fiscal year shall devote sufficient
resources to carry out effectively the professional development
activities described in subparagraph (F) of subsection (¢)(1) in
accordance with [section 11191section 1117 for such fiscal
year, and a school may enter into a consortium with another
school to carry out such activities.

[SEC. 1116. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT AND LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CY AND SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.
[(a) LocAL REVIEW.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving
funds under this part shall—

[(A) use the State academic assessments and other in-
dicators described in the State plan to review annually the
progress of each school served under this part to determine
whether the school is making adequate yearly progress as
defined in section 1111(b)(2);

[(B) at the local educational agency’s discretion, use
any academic assessments or any other academic indica-
tors described in the local educational agency’s plan under
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section 1112(b)(1)(A) and (B) to review annually the
progress of each school served under this part to determine
whether the school is making adequate yearly progress as
defined in section 1111(b)(2), except that the local edu-
cational agency may not use such indicators (other than as
provided for in section 1111(b)(2)(I)) if the indicators re-
duce the number or change the schools that would other-
wise be subject to school improvement, corrective action, or
restructuring under section 1116 if such additional indica-
tors were not used, but may identify additional schools for
school improvement or in need of corrective action or re-
structuring;

[(C) publicize and disseminate the results of the local
annual review described in paragraph (1) to parents,
teachers, principals, schools, and the community so that
the teachers, principals, other staff, and schools can con-
tinually refine, in an instructionally useful manner, the
program of instruction to help all children served under
this part meet the challenging State student academic
achievement standards established under section
1111(b)(1); and

[(D) review the effectiveness of the actions and activi-
ties the schools are carrying out under this part with re-
spect to parental involvement, professional development,
and other activities assisted under this part.

[(2) AVAILABLE RESULTS.—The State educational agency
shall ensure that the results of State academic assessments ad-
ministered in that school year are available to the local edu-
cational agency before the beginning of the next school year.
[(b) ScHOOL IMPROVEMENT.—

[(1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—

[(A) IDENTIFICATION.—Subject to subparagraph (C), a
local educational agency shall identify for school improve-
ment any elementary school or secondary school served
under this part that fails, for 2 consecutive years, to make
adequate yearly progress as defined in the State’s plan
under section 1111(b)(2).

[(B) DEADLINE.—The identification described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall take place before the beginning of the
school year following such failure to make adequate yearly
progress.

[(C) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply
to a school if almost every student in each group specified
in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v) enrolled in such school is meet-
ing or exceeding the State’s proficient level of academic
achievement.

[(D) TARGETED ASSISTANCE SCHOOLS.—To determine if
an elementary school or a secondary school that is con-
ducting a targeted assistance program under section 1115
should be identified for school improvement, corrective ac-
tion, or restructuring under this section, a local edu-
cational agency may choose to review the progress of only
the students in the school who are served, or are eligible
for services, under this part.

[(E) PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE.—
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[(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a school identified
for school improvement under this paragraph, the
local educational agency shall, not later than the first
day of the school year following such identification,
provide all students enrolled in the school with the op-
tion to transfer to another public school served by the
local educational agency, which may include a public
charter school, that has not been identified for school
improvement under this paragraph, unless such an op-
tion is prohibited by State law.

[G1) RULE.—In providing students the option to
transfer to another public school, the local educational
agency shall give priority to the lowest achieving chil-
dren from low-income families, as determined by the
local educational agency for purposes of allocating
funds to schools under section 1113(c)(1).

[(F) TRANSFER.—Students who use the option to
transfer under subparagraph (E) and paragraph (5)(A),
(7T)(C)(1), or (8)(A)1) or subsection (c)(10)(C)(vii) shall be en-
rolled in classes and other activities in the public school to
which the students transfer in the same manner as all
other children at the public school.

[(2) OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND PRESENT EVIDENCE; TIME
LIMIT.—

[(A) IDENTIFICATION.—Before identifying an elemen-
tary school or a secondary school for school improvement
under paragraphs (1) or (5)(A), for corrective action under
paragraph (7), or for restructuring under paragraph (8),
the local educational agency shall provide the school with
an opportunity to review the school-level data, including
academic assessment data, on which the proposed identi-
fication is based.

[(B) EVIDENCE.—If the principal of a school proposed
for identification under paragraph (1), (56)(A), (7), or (8) be-
lieves, or a majority of the parents of the students enrolled
in such school believe, that the proposed identification is
in error for statistical or other substantive reasons, the
principal may provide supporting evidence to the local edu-
cational agency, which shall consider that evidence before
making a final determination.

[(C) FINAL DETERMINATION.—Not later than 30 days
after a local educational agency provides the school with
the opportunity to review such school-level data, the local
educational agency shall make public a final determination
on the status of the school with respect to the identifica-
tion.

[(3) ScHOOL PLAN.—

[(A) REVISED PLAN.—After the resolution of a review
under paragraph (2), each school identified under para-
graph (1) for school improvement shall, not later than 3
months after being so identified, develop or revise a school
plan, in consultation with parents, school staff, the local
educational agency serving the school, and outside experts,
for approval by such local educational agency. The school
plan shall cover a 2-year period and—
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[(i) incorporate strategies based on scientifically
based research that will strengthen the core academic
subjects in the school and address the specific aca-
demic issues that caused the school to be identified for
school improvement, and may include a strategy for
the implementation of a comprehensive school reform
model that includes each of the components described
in part F;

[(ii) adopt policies and practices concerning the
school’s core academic subjects that have the greatest
likelihood of ensuring that all groups of students spec-
ified in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v) and enrolled in the
school will meet the State’s proficient level of achieve-
ment on the State academic assessment described in
section 1111(b)(3) not later than 12 years after the end
of the 2001-2002 school year;

[(iii)) provide an assurance that the school will
spend not less than 10 percent of the funds made
available to the school under section 1113 for each fis-
cal year that the school is in school improvement sta-
tus, for the purpose of providing to the school’s teach-
ers and principal high-quality professional develop-
ment that—

[(I) directly addresses the academic achieve-
ment problem that caused the school to be identi-
fied for school improvement;

[(II) meets the requirements for professional
development activities under section 1119; and

[(III) is provided in a manner that affords in-
creased opportunity for participating in that pro-
fessional development;

[(iv) specify how the funds described in clause (iii)
will be used to remove the school from school improve-
ment status;

[(v) establish specific annual, measurable objec-
tives for continuous and substantial progress by each
group of students specified in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)
and enrolled in the school that will ensure that all
such groups of students will, in accordance with ade-
quate yearly progress as defined in section 1111(b)(2),
meet the State’s proficient level of achievement on the
State academic assessment described in section
1111(b)(3) not later than 12 years after the end of the
2001-2002 school year;

[(vi) describe how the school will provide written
notice about the identification to parents of each stu-
dent enrolled in such school, in a format and, to the
extent practicable, in a language that the parents can
understand,;

[(vii) specify the responsibilities of the school, the
local educational agency, and the State educational
agency serving the school under the plan, including
the technical assistance to be provided by the local
educational agency under paragraph (4) and the local
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educational agency’s responsibilities under section

1120A;

[(viii) include strategies to promote effective pa-
rental involvement in the school,;

[(ix) incorporate, as appropriate, activities before
school, after school, during the summer, and during
any extension of the school year; and

[(x) incorporate a teacher mentoring program.

[(B) CONDITIONAL APPROVAL.—The local educational
agency may condition approval of a school plan under this
paragraph on—

[(i) inclusion of one or more of the corrective ac-
tions specified in paragraph (7)(C)(iv); or

[(G1) feedback on the school improvement plan
from parents and community leaders.

[(C) PLAN IMPLEMENTATION.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (D), a school shall implement the school
plan (including a revised plan) expeditiously, but not later
than the beginning of the next full school year following
the identification under paragraph (1).

[(D) PLAN APPROVED DURING SCHOOL YEAR.—Notwith-
standing subparagraph (C), if a plan is not approved prior
to the beginning of a school year, such plan shall be imple-
mented immediately upon approval.

[(E) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY APPROVAL.—The
local educational agency, within 45 days of receiving a
school plan, shall—

[(i) establish a peer review process to assist with
review of the school plan; and

[(ii) promptly review the school plan, work with
the school as necessary, and approve the school plan
if the plan meets the requirements of this paragraph.

[(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—For each school identified for school
improvement under paragraph (1), the local educational
agency serving the school shall ensure the provision of
technical assistance as the school develops and implements
the school plan under paragraph (3) throughout the plan’s
duration.

[(B) SPECIFIC ASSISTANCE.—Such technical assist-
ance—

[(G) shall include assistance in analyzing data
from the assessments required wunder section
1111(b)(3), and other examples of student work, to
identify and address problems in instruction, and
problems if any, in implementing the parental involve-
ment requirements described in section 1118, the pro-
fessional development requirements described in sec-
tion 1119, and the responsibilities of the school and
local educational agency under the school plan, and to
identify and address solutions to such problems;

[(1i) shall include assistance in identifying and im-
plementing professional development, instructional
strategies, and methods of instruction that are based
on scientifically based research and that have proven
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effective in addressing the specific instructional issues

that caused the school to be identified for school im-

provement;

[(iii) shall include assistance in analyzing and re-
vising the school’s budget so that the school’s re-
sources are more effectively allocated to the activities
most likely to increase student academic achievement
and to remove the school from school improvement
status; and

[(iv) may be provided—

[(I) by the local educational agency, through
mechanisms authorized under section 1117; or

[(I) by the State educational agency, an in-

stitution of higher education (that is in full com-
pliance with all the reporting provisions of title II
of the Higher Education Act of 1965), a private
not-for-profit organization or for-profit organiza-
tion, an educational service agency, or another en-
tity with experience in helping schools improve
academic achievement.

[(C) SCIENTIFICALLY BASED RESEARCH.—Technical as-
sistance provided under this section by a local educational
agency or an entity approved by that agency shall be based
on scientifically based research.

[(5) FAILURE TO MAKE ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS AFTER
IDENTIFICATION.—In the case of any school served under this
part that fails to make adequate yearly progress, as set out in
the State’s plan under section 1111(b)(2), by the end of the first
full school year after identification under paragraph (1), the
local educational agency serving such school—

[(A) shall continue to provide all students enrolled in
the school with the option to transfer to another public
school served by the local educational agency in accordance
with subparagraphs (E) and (F);

[(B) shall make supplemental educational services
available consistent with subsection (e)(1); and

[(C) shall continue to provide technical assistance.

[(6) NOTICE TO PARENTS.—A local educational agency shall
promptly provide to a parent or parents (in an understandable
and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, in a lan-
guage the parents can understand) of each student enrolled in
an elementary school or a secondary school identified for school
improvement under paragraph (1), for corrective action under
paragraph (7), or for restructuring under paragraph (8)—

[(A) an explanation of what the identification means,
and how the school compares in terms of academic
achievement to other elementary schools or secondary
schools served by the local educational agency and the
State educational agency involved;

[(B) the reasons for the identification;

[(C) an explanation of what the school identified for
school improvement is doing to address the problem of low
achievement;
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[(D) an explanation of what the local educational
agency or State educational agency is doing to help the
school address the achievement problem:;

[(E) an explanation of how the parents can become in-
volved in addressing the academic issues that caused the
school to be identified for school improvement; and

[(F) an explanation of the parents’ option to transfer
their child to another public school under paragraphs
(DE), BG)A), (TXC)1), (8)A)i), and subsection
(e)(10)(C)(vii) (with transportation provided by the agency
when required by paragraph (9)) or to obtain supplemental
educational services for the child, in accordance with sub-
section (e).

[(7) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—In this subsection, the term “cor-
r}elctive action” means action, consistent with State law,
that—

[(i) substantially and directly responds to—

[(I) the consistent academic failure of a school
that caused the local educational agency to take
such action; and

[(I) any underlying staffing, curriculum, or
other problems in the school; and
[(ii) is designed to increase substantially the like-

lihood that each group of students described in

1111(b)(2)(C) enrolled in the school identified for cor-
rective action will meet or exceed the State’s proficient
levels of achievement on the State academic assess-

ments described in section 1111(b)(3).

[(B) SYSTEM.—In order to help students served under
this part meet challenging State student academic achieve-
ment standards, each local educational agency shall imple-
ment a system of corrective action in accordance with sub-
paragraphs (C) through (E).

[(C) ROLE OF LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—In the
case of any school served by a local educational agency
under this part that fails to make adequate yearly
progress, as defined by the State under section 1111(b)(2),
by the end of the second full school year after the identi-
ﬁﬁaflion under paragraph (1), the local educational agency
shall—

[(i) continue to provide all students enrolled in
the school with the option to transfer to another public
school served by the local educational agency, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1)(E) and (F);

[(ii) continue to provide technical assistance con-
sistent with paragraph (4) while instituting any cor-
rective action under clause (iv);

[(iii)) continue to make supplemental educational
services available, in accordance with subsection (e), to
children who remain in the school; and

[(iv) identify the school for corrective action and
take at least one of the following corrective actions:

[(I) Replace the school staff who are relevant
to the failure to make adequate yearly progress.
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[(II) Institute and fully implement a new cur-
riculum, including providing appropriate profes-
sional development for all relevant staff, that is
based on scientifically based research and offers
substantial promise of improving educational
achievement for low-achieving students and ena-
bling the school to make adequate yearly progress.

[(IIT) Significantly decrease management au-
thority at the school level.

[(IV) Appoint an outside expert to advise the
school on its progress toward making adequate
yearly progress, based on its school plan under
paragraph (3).

[(V) Extend the school year or school day for
the school.

[(VI) Restructure the internal organizational
structure of the school.

[(D) DELAY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this paragraph, the local educational agency may delay, for
a period not to exceed 1 year, implementation of the re-
quirements under paragraph (5), corrective action under
this paragraph, or restructuring under paragraph (8) if the
school makes adequate yearly progress for 1 year or if its
failure to make adequate yearly progress is due to excep-
tional or uncontrollable circumstances, such as a natural
disaster or a precipitous and unforeseen decline in the fi-
nancial resources of the local educational agency or school.
No such period shall be taken into account in determining
the number of consecutive years of failure to make ade-
quate yearly progress.

[(E) PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION.—The local edu-
cational agency shall publish and disseminate information
regarding any corrective action the local educational agen-
cy takes under this paragraph at a school—

[(i) to the public and to the parents of each stu-
dent enrolled in the school subject to corrective action;

[(i1) in an understandable and uniform format
and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language
that the parents can understand; and

[(ii) through such means as the Internet, the
media, and public agencies.

[(8) RESTRUCTURING.—

[(A) FAILURE TO MAKE ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS.—
If, after 1 full school year of corrective action under para-
graph (7), a school subject to such corrective action con-
tinues to fail to make adequate yearly progress, then the
local educational agency shall—

[(i) continue to provide all students enrolled in
the school with the option to transfer to another public
school served by the local educational agency, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1)(E) and (F);

[(ii) continue to make supplemental educational
services available, in accordance with subsection (e), to
children who remain in the school; and
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[(iii) prepare a plan and make necessary arrange-
ments to carry out subparagraph (B).

[(B) ALTERNATIVE GOVERNANCE.—Not later than the
beginning of the school year following the year in which
the local educational agency implements subparagraph (A),
the local educational agency shall implement one of the
following alternative governance arrangements for the
school consistent with State law:

[i) Reopening the school as a public charter
school.

[(Gi) Replacing all or most of the school staff
(which may include the principal) who are relevant to
the failure to make adequate yearly progress.

[(ii) Entering into a contract with an entity, such
as a private management company, with a dem-
onﬁtrallted record of effectiveness, to operate the public
school.

[(iv) Turning the operation of the school over to
the State educational agency, if permitted under State
law and agreed to by the State.

[(v) Any other major restructuring of the school’s
governance arrangement that makes fundamental re-
forms, such as significant changes in the school’s staff-
ing and governance, to improve student academic
achievement in the school and that has substantial
promise of enabling the school to make adequate year-
ly progress as defined in the State plan under section
1111(b)(2). In the case of a rural local educational
agency with a total of less than 600 students in aver-
age daily attendance at the schools that are served by
the agency and all of whose schools have a School Lo-
cale Code of 7 or 8, as determined by the Secretary,
the Secretary shall, at such agency’s request, provide
technical assistance to such agency for the purpose of
implementing this clause.

. 11[(C) ProMPT NOTICE.—The local educational agency

shall—

[(i) provide prompt notice to teachers and parents
whenever subparagraph (A) or (B) applies; and

[(ii) provide the teachers and parents with an
adequate opportunity to—

[(I) comment before taking any action under
those subparagraphs; and
[(II) participate in developing any plan under

subparagraph (A)(ii).

[(9) TRANSPORTATION.—In any case described in para-
graph (1)(E) for schools described in paragraphs (1)(A), (5),
(7)C)(1), and (8)(A), and subsection (¢)(10)(C)(vii), the local edu-
cational agency shall provide, or shall pay for the provision of,
transportation for the student to the public school the student
attends.

[(10) FUNDS FOR TRANSPORTATION AND SUPPLEMENTAL
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless a lesser amount is needed
to comply with paragraph (9) and to satisfy all requests for
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supplemental educational services under subsection (e), a

local educational agency shall spend an amount equal to

20 percent of its allocation under subpart 2, from which

the agency shall spend—

[(i) an amount equal to 5 percent of its allocation
under subpart 2 to provide, or pay for, transportation
under paragraph (9);

[(i1) an amount equal to 5 percent of its allocation
under subpart 2 to provide supplemental educational
services under subsection (e); and

[(iii)) an amount equal to the remaining 10 per-
cent of its allocation under subpart 2 for transpor-
tation under paragraph (9), supplemental educational
services under subsection (e), or both, as the agency
determines.

[(B) ToraAL AMOUNT.—The total amount described in
subparagraph (A)(ii) is the maximum amount the local
educational agency shall be required to spend under this
part on supplemental educational services described in
subsection (e).

[(C) INSUFFICIENT FUNDS.—If the amount of funds de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) or (iii) and available to pro-
vide services under this subsection is insufficient to pro-
vide supplemental educational services to each child whose
parents request the services, the local educational agency
shall give priority to providing the services to the lowest-
achieving children.

[(D) PROHIBITION.—A local educational agency shall
not, as a result of the application of this paragraph, reduce
by more than 15 percent the total amount made available
under section 1113(c) to a school described in paragraph
(7)(C) or (8)(A) of subsection (b).

[(11) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—In any case described in
paragraph (1)(E), (5)(A), (7)C)1), or (8)(A)i), or subsection
(e)(10)(C)(vii) if all public schools served by the local edu-
cational agency to which a child may transfer are identified for
school improvement, corrective action or restructuring, the
agency shall, to the extent practicable, establish a cooperative
agreement with other local educational agencies in the area for
a transfer.

[(12) DURATION.—If any school identified for school im-
provement, corrective action, or restructuring makes adequate
yearly progress for two consecutive school years, the local edu-
cational agency shall no longer subject the school to the re-
quirements of school improvement, corrective action, or re-
structuring or identify the school for school improvement for
the succeeding school year.

[(13) SPECIAL RULE.—A local educational agency shall per-
mit a child who transferred to another school under this sub-
section to remain in that school until the child has completed
the highest grade in that school. The obligation of the local
educational agency to provide, or to provide for, transportation
for the child ends at the end of a school year if the local edu-
cational agency determines that the school from which the
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child transferred is no longer identified for school improvement
or subject to corrective action or restructuring.

[(14) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—The
State educational agency shall—

[(A) make technical assistance under section 1117
available to schools identified for school improvement, cor-
rective action, or restructuring under this subsection con-
sistent with section 1117(a)(2);

[(B) if the State educational agency determines that a
local educational agency failed to carry out its responsibil-
ities under this subsection, take such corrective actions as
the State educational agency determines to be appropriate
and in compliance with State law;

[(C) ensure that academic assessment results under
this part are provided to schools before any identification
of a school may take place under this subsection; and

[(D) for local educational agencies or schools identified
for improvement under this subsection, notify the Sec-
retary of major factors that were brought to the attention
of the State educational agency under section 1111(b)(9)
that have significantly affected student academic achieve-
ment.

[(c) STATE REVIEW AND LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY IMPROVE-
MENT.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—A State shall—

[(A) annually review the progress of each local edu-
cational agency receiving funds under this part to deter-
mine whether schools receiving assistance under this part
are making adequate yearly progress as defined in section
1111(b)(2) toward meeting the State’s student academic
achievement standards and to determine if each local edu-
cational agency is carrying out its responsibilities under
this section and sections 1117, 1118, and 1119; and

[(B) publicize and disseminate to local educational
agencies, teachers and other staff, parents, students, and
the community the results of the State review, including
statistically sound disaggregated results, as required by
section 1111(b)(2).

[(2) REWARDS.—In the case of a local educational agency
that, for 2 consecutive years, has exceeded adequate yearly
progress as defined in the State plan under section 1111(b)(2),
the State may make rewards of the kinds described under sec-
tion 1117 to the agency.

[(3) IDENTIFICATION OF LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY FOR
IMPROVEMENT.—A State shall identify for improvement any
local educational agency that, for 2 consecutive years, includ-
ing the period immediately prior to the date of enactment of
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, failed to make adequate
yearly progress as defined in the State’s plan under section
1111(b)(2).

[(4) TARGETED ASSISTANCE SCHOOLS.—When reviewing tar-
geted assistance schools served by a local educational agency,
a State educational agency may choose to review the progress
of only the students in such schools who are served, or are eli-
gible for services, under this part.
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[(5) OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND PRESENT EVIDENCE.—

[(A) REVIEW.—Before identifying a local educational
agency for improvement under paragraph (3) or corrective
action under paragraph (10), a State educational agency
shall provide the local educational agency with an oppor-
tunity to review the data, including academic assessment
data, on which the proposed identification is based.

[(B) EVIDENCE.—If the local educational agency be-
lieves that the proposed identification is in error for statis-
tical or other substantive reasons, the agency may provide
supporting evidence to the State educational agency, which
shall consider the evidence before making a final deter-
mination not later than 30 days after the State edu-
cational agency provides the local educational agency with
tke opportunity to review such data under subparagraph
(A).

[(6) NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS.—The State educational
agency shall promptly provide to the parents (in a format and,
to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can under-
stand) of each student enrolled in a school served by a local
educational agency identified for improvement, the results of
the review under paragraph (1) and, if the agency is identified
for improvement, the reasons for that identification and how
parents can participate in upgrading the quality of the local
educational agency.

[(7) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REVISIONS.—

[(A) PLAN.—Each local educational agency identified
under paragraph (3) shall, not later than 3 months after
being so identified, develop or revise a local educational
agency plan, in consultation with parents, school staff, and
others. Such plan shall—

[(i) incorporate scientifically based research strat-
egies that strengthen the core academic program in
schools served by the local educational agency;

[(ii) identify actions that have the greatest likeli-
hood of improving the achievement of participating
children in meeting the State’s student academic
achievement standards;

[(iii) address the professional development needs
of the instructional staff serving the agency by com-
mitting to spend not less than 10 percent of the funds
received by the local educational agency under subpart
2 for each fiscal year in which the agency is identified
for improvement for professional development (includ-
ing funds reserved for professional development under
subsection (b)(3)(A)(iii)), but excluding funds reserved
for professional development under section 1119;

[Gv) include specific measurable achievement
goals and targets for each of the groups of students
identified in the disaggregated data pursuant to sec-
tion 1111(b)(2)(C)(v), consistent with adequate yearly
progress as defined under section 1111(b)(2);

[(v) address the fundamental teaching and learn-
ing needs in the schools of that agency, and the spe-
cific academic problems of low-achieving students, in-
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cluding a determination of why the local educational

agency’s prior plan failed to bring about increased stu-

dent academic achievement;

[(vi) incorporate, as appropriate, activities before
school, after school, during the summer, and during an
extension of the school year;

[(vii) specify the responsibilities of the State edu-
cational agency and the local educational agency
under the plan, including specifying the technical as-
sistance to be provided by the State educational agen-
cy under paragraph (9) and the local educational agen-
cy’s responsibilities under section 1120A; and

[(viii) include strategies to promote effective pa-
rental involvement in the school.

[(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—The local educational agency
shall implement the plan (including a revised plan) expedi-
tiously, but not later than the beginning of the next school
year after the school year in which the agency was identi-
fied for improvement.

[(9) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY.—

[(A) TECHNICAL OR OTHER ASSISTANCE.—For each local
educational agency identified under paragraph (3), the
State educational agency shall provide technical or other
assistance if requested, as authorized under section 1117,
to better enable the local educational agency to—

[(i) develop and implement the local educational
agency’s plan; and

[(ii) work with schools needing improvement.

[(B) METHODS AND STRATEGIES.—Technical assistance
provided under this section by the State educational agen-
cy or an entity authorized by such agency shall be sup-
ported by effective methods and instructional strategies
based on scientifically based research. Such technical as-
sistance shall address problems, if any, in implementing
the parental involvement activities described in section
1118 and the professional development activities described
in section 1119.

[(10) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—In order to help students
served under this part meet challenging State student aca-
demic achievement standards, each State shall implement a
system of corrective action in accordance with the following:

[(A) DEFINITION.—As used in this paragraph, the term
“corrective action” means action, consistent with State law,
that—

[(i) substantially and directly responds to the con-
sistent academic failure that caused the State to take
such action and to any underlying staffing, curricular,
or other problems in the agency; and

[(i) is designed to meet the goal of having all stu-
dents served under this part achieve at the proficient
and advanced student academic achievement levels.
[(B) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—After providing tech-

nical assistance under paragraph (9) and subject to sub-

paragraph (E), the State—
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[(i) may take corrective action at any time with
respect to a local educational agency that has been
identified under paragraph (3);

[(Gi) shall take corrective action with respect to
any local educational agency that fails to make ade-
quate yearly progress, as defined by the State, by the
end of the second full school year after the identifica-
tion of the agency under paragraph (3); and

[(iii) shall continue to provide technical assistance
While) instituting any corrective action under clause (i)
or (ii).

[(C) CERTAIN CORRECTIVE ACTIONS REQUIRED.—In the
case of a local educational agency identified for corrective
action, the State educational agency shall take at least one
of the following corrective actions:

[(i) Deferring programmatic funds or reducing ad-
ministrative funds.

[(i1) Instituting and fully implementing a new cur-
riculum that is based on State and local academic con-
tent and achievement standards, including providing
appropriate professional development based on sci-
entifically based research for all relevant staff, that of-
fers substantial promise of improving educational
achievement for low-achieving students.

[(Gii) Replacing the local educational agency per-
sonnel who are relevant to the failure to make ade-
quate yearly progress.

[(iv) Removing particular schools from the juris-
diction of the local educational agency and estab-
lishing alternative arrangements for public governance
and supervision of such schools.

[(v) Appointing, through the State educational
agency, a receiver or trustee to administer the affairs
of the local educational agency in place of the super-
intendent and school board.

[(vi) Abolishing or restructuring the local edu-
cational agency.

[(vii) Authorizing students to transfer from a
school operated by the local educational agency to a
higher-performing public school operated by another
local educational agency in accordance with sub-
sections (b)(1)(E) and (F), and providing to such stu-
dents transportation (or the costs of transportation) to
such schools consistent with subsection (b)(9), in con-
junction with carrying out not less than one additional
action described under this subparagraph.

[(D) HEARING.—Prior to implementing any corrective
action under this paragraph, the State educational agency
shall provide notice and a hearing to the affected local edu-
cational agency, if State law provides for such notice and
hearing. The hearing shall take place not later than 45
days following the decision to implement corrective action.

[(E) NOTICE TO PARENTS.—The State educational
agency shall publish, and disseminate to parents and the
public, information on any corrective action the State edu-
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cational agency takes under this paragraph through such
means as the Internet, the media, and public agencies.
[(F) DELAY.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (B)(ii), a

State educational agency may delay, for a period not to ex-
ceed 1 year, implementation of corrective action under this
paragraph if the local educational agency makes adequate
yearly progress for 1 year or its failure to make adequate
yearly progress is due to exceptional or uncontrollable cir-
cumstances, such as a natural disaster or a precipitous
and unforeseen decline in the financial resources of the
local educational agency. No such period shall be taken
into account in determining the number of consecutive
years of failure to make adequate yearly progress.

[(11) SpeEciAL RULE.—If a local educational agency makes
adequate yearly progress for two consecutive school years be-
ginning after the date of identification of the agency under
paragraph (3), the State educational agency need no longer
identify the local educational agency for improvement or sub-
ject the local educational agency to corrective action for the
succeeding school year.

[(d) CoONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to alter or otherwise affect the rights, remedies, and proce-
dures afforded school or school district employees under Federal,
State, or local laws (including applicable regulations or court or-
ders) or under the terms of collective bargaining agreements,
memoranda of understanding, or other agreements between such
employees and their employers.

[(e) SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES.—

[(1) SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES.—In the case
of any school described in paragraph (5), (7), or (8) of sub-
section (b), the local educational agency serving such school
shall, subject to this subsection, arrange for the provision of
supplemental educational services to eligible children in the
school from a provider with a demonstrated record of effective-
ness, that is selected by the parents and approved for that pur-
pose by the State educational agency in accordance with rea-
sonable criteria, consistent with paragraph (5), that the State
educational agency shall adopt.

[(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each
local educational agency subject to this subsection shall—

[(A) provide, at a minimum, annual notice to parents

(in an understandable and uniform format and, to the ex-

tent practicable, in a language the parents can under-

stand) of—

[(G) the availability of services under this sub-
section;

[(ii) the identity of approved providers of those
services that are within the local educational agency
or whose services are reasonably available in neigh-
boring local educational agencies; and

[(iii)) a brief description of the services, qualifica-
tions, and demonstrated effectiveness of each such
provider;
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[(B) if requested, assist parents in choosing a provider
from the list of approved providers maintained by the
State;

[(C) apply fair and equitable procedures for serving
students if the number of spaces at approved providers is
not sufficient to serve all students; and

[(D) not disclose to the public the identity of any stu-
dent who is eligible for, or receiving, supplemental edu-
cational services under this subsection without the written
permission of the parents of the student.

[(3) AGREEMENT.—In the case of the selection of an ap-
proved provider by a parent, the local educational agency shall
eﬁteﬂr into an agreement with such provider. Such agreement
shall—

[(A) require the local educational agency to develop, in
consultation with parents (and the provider chosen by the
parents), a statement of specific achievement goals for the
student, how the student’s progress will be measured, and
a timetable for improving achievement that, in the case of
a student with disabilities, is consistent with the student’s
individualized education program under section 614(d) of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;

[(B) describe how the student’s parents and the stu-
dent’s teacher or teachers will be regularly informed of the
student’s progress;

[(C) provide for the termination of such agreement if
the provider is unable to meet such goals and timetables;

[(D) contain provisions with respect to the making of
payments to the provider by the local educational agency;
and

[(E) prohibit the provider from disclosing to the public
the identity of any student eligible for, or receiving, sup-
plemental educational services under this subsection with-
out the written permission of the parents of such student.
[(4) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—A

State educational agency shall—

[(A) in consultation with local educational agencies,
parents, teachers, and other interested members of the
public, promote maximum participation by providers to en-
sure, to the extent practicable, that parents have as many
choices as possible;

[(B) develop and apply objective criteria, consistent
with paragraph (5), to potential providers that are based
on a demonstrated record of effectiveness in increasing the
academic proficiency of students in subjects relevant to
meeting the State academic content and student achieve-
ment standards adopted under section 1111(b)(1);

[(C) maintain an updated list of approved providers
across the State, by school district, from which parents
may select;

[(D) develop, implement, and publicly report on stand-
ards and techniques for monitoring the quality and effec-
tiveness of the services offered by approved providers
under this subsection, and for withdrawing approval from
providers that fail, for 2 consecutive years, to contribute to
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increasing the academic proficiency of students served

under this subsection as described in subparagraph (B);

and

[(E) provide annual notice to potential providers of
supplemental educational services of the opportunity to
provide services under this subsection and of the applica-
ble procedures for obtaining approval from the State edu-
cational agency to be an approved provider of those serv-
ices.

[(5) CRITERIA FOR PROVIDERS.—In order for a provider to
be included on the State list under paragraph (4)(C), a provider
shall agree to carry out the following:

[(A) Provide parents of children receiving supple-
mental educational services under this subsection and the
appropriate local educational agency with information on
the progress of the children in increasing achievement, in
a format and, to the extent practicable, a language that
such parents can understand.

[(B) Ensure that instruction provided and content
used by the provider are consistent with the instruction
provided and content used by the local educational agency
and State, and are aligned with State student academic
achievement standards.

[(C) Meet all applicable Federal, State, and local
health, safety, and civil rights laws.

[(D) Ensure that all instruction and content under
this subsection are secular, neutral, and nonideological.
[(6) AMOUNTS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERV-

ICES.—The amount that a local educational agency shall make
available for supplemental educational services for each child
recefi\ving those services under this subsection shall be the less-
er of—

[(A) the amount of the agency’s allocation under sub-
part 2, divided by the number of children from families
below the poverty level counted wunder section
1124(c)(1)(A); or

[(B) the actual costs of the supplemental educational
services received by the child.

[(7) FUNDS PROVIDED BY STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—
Each State educational agency may use funds that the agency
reserves under this part, and part A of title V, to assist local
educational agencies that do not have sufficient funds to pro-
vide services under this subsection for all eligible students re-
questing such services.

[(8) DURATION.—The local educational agency shall con-
tinue to provide supplemental educational services to a child
receiving such services under this subsection until the end of
the school year in which such services were first received.

[(9) PROHIBITION.—Nothing contained in this subsection
shall permit the making of any payment for religious worship
or instruction.

[(10) WAIVER.—

[(A) REQUIREMENT.—At the request of a local edu-
cational agency, a State educational agency may waive, in
whole or in part, the requirement of this subsection to pro-
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vide supplemental educational services if the State edu-

cational agency determines that—

[(i) none of the providers of those services on the
list approved by the State educational agency under
paragraph (4)(C) makes those services available in the
area served by the local educational agency or within
a reasonable distance of that area; and

[(Gi) the local educational agency provides evi-
dence that it is not able to provide those services.

[(B) NoOTIFICATION.—The State educational agency
shall notify the local educational agency, within 30 days of
receiving the local educational agency’s request for a waiv-
er under subparagraph (A), whether the request is ap-
proved or disapproved and, if disapproved, the reasons for
the disapproval, in writing.

[(11) SpECIAL RULE.—If State law prohibits a State edu-
cational agency from carrying out one or more of its respon-
sibilities under paragraph (4) with respect to those who pro-
vide, or seek approval to provide, supplemental educational
services, each local educational agency in the State shall carry
out those responsibilities with respect to its students who are
eligible for those services.

[(12) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

[(A) the term “eligible child” means a child from a
low-income family, as determined by the local educational
agency for purposes of allocating funds to schools under
section 1113(c)(1);

[(B) the term “provider” means a non-profit entity, a
for-profit entity, or a local educational agency that—

[(i) has a demonstrated record of effectiveness in
increasing student academic achievement;

[(Gi) is capable of providing supplemental edu-
cational services that are consistent with the instruc-
tional program of the local educational agency and the
academic standards described under section 1111; and

[(ii) is financially sound; and
[(C) the term “supplemental educational services”

means tutoring and other supplemental academic enrich-

ment services that are—

[(i) in addition to instruction provided during the
school day; and

[(i) are of high quality, research-based, and spe-
cifically designed to increase the academic achieve-
ment of eligible children on the academic assessments
required under section 1111 and attain proficiency in
meeting the State’s academic achievement standards.

[(f) ScHOOLS AND LEAS PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED FOR IMPROVE-
MENT OR CORRECTIVE ACTION.—

[(1) ScHOOLS.—

[(A) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT.—

[(i) SCHOOLS IN SCHOOL-IMPROVEMENT STATUS BE-
FORE DATE OF ENACTMENT.—Any school that was in
the first year of school improvement status under this
section on the day preceding the date of enactment of
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (as this section
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was in effect on such day) shall be treated by the local

educational agency as a school that is in the first year

of school improvement status under paragraph (1).

[(ii)) SCHOOLS IN SCHOOL-IMPROVEMENT STATUS
FOR 2 OR MORE YEARS BEFORE DATE OF ENACTMENT.—
Any school that was in school improvement status
under this section for two or more consecutive school
years preceding the date of enactment of the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001 (as this section was in effect
on such day) shall be treated by the local educational
agency as a school described in subsection (b)(5).

[(B) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—Any school that was in cor-
rective action status under this section on the day pre-
ceding the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 (as this section was in effect on such day) shall
be treated by the local educational agency as a school de-
scribed in paragraph (7).

[(2) LEAS.—

[(A) LEA IMPROVEMENT.—A State shall identify for
improvement under subsection (c)(3) any local educational
agency that was in improvement status under this section
as this section was in effect on the day preceding the date
of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

[(B) CORRECTIVE ACTION.—A State shall identify for
corrective action under subsection (¢)(10) any local edu-
cational agency that was in corrective action status under
this section as this section was in effect on the day pre-
ceding the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001.

[(C) SpECIAL RULE.—For the schools and other local
educational agencies described under paragraphs (1) and
(2), as required, the State shall ensure that public school
choice in accordance with subparagraphs (b)(1)(E) and (F)
and supplemental education services in accordance with
subsection (e) are provided not later than the first day of
the 2002-2003 school year.

[(D) TRANSITION.—With respect to a determination
that a local educational agency has for 2 consecutive years
failed to make adequate yearly progress as defined in the
State plan under section 1111(b)(2), such determination
shall include in such 2-year period any continuous period
of time immediately preceding the date of enactment of the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 during which the agency
has failed to make such progress.

[(g) ScHOOLS FUNDED BY THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.—
[(1) ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS FOR BUREAU FUNDED
SCHOOLS.—

[(A) DEVELOPMENT OF DEFINITION.—

[(i) DEFINITION.—The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Secretary if the Secretary of In-
terior requests the consultation, using the process set
out in section 1138(b) of the Education Amendments of
1978, shall define adequate yearly progress, consistent
with section 1111(b), for the schools funded by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs on a regional or tribal basis, as
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appropriate, taking into account the unique cir-

cumstances and needs of such schools and the stu-

dents served by such schools.

[(ii) USE OF DEFINITION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior, consistent with clause (i), may use the defini-
tion of adequate yearly progress that the State in
which the school that is funded by the Bureau is lo-
cated uses consistent with section 1111(b), or in the
case of schools that are located in more than one
State, the Secretary of the Interior may use whichever
State definition of adequate yearly progress that best
meets the unique circumstances and needs of such
school or schools and the students the schools serve.
[(B) WAIVER.—The tribal governing body or school

board of a school funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs

may waive, in part or in whole, the definition of adequate

yearly progress established pursuant to paragraph (A)

where such definition is determined by such body or school

board to be inappropriate. If such definition is waived, the
tribal governing body or school board shall, within 60 days
thereafter, submit to the Secretary of Interior a proposal
for an alternative definition of adequate yearly progress,
consistent with section 1111(b), that takes into account the
unique circumstances and needs of such school or schools
and the students served. The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Secretary if the Secretary of Interior
requests the consultation, shall approve such alternative
definition unless the Secretary determines that the defini-

tion does not meet the requirements of section 1111(b),

taking into account the unique circumstances and needs of

such school or schools and the students served.

[(C) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary of Inte-
rior shall, in consultation with the Secretary if the Sec-
retary of Interior requests the consultation, either directly
or through a contract, provide technical assistance, upon
request, to a tribal governing body or school board of a
school funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs that seeks
to develop an alternative definition of adequate yearly
progress.

[(2) ACCOUNTABILITY FOR BIA SCHOOLS.—For the purposes
of this section, schools funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
shall be considered schools subject to subsection (b), as specifi-
cally provided for in this subsection, except that such schools
shall not be subject to subsection (c), or the requirements to
provide public school choice and supplemental educational
services under subsections (b) and (e).

[(3) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT FOR BUREAU SCHOOLS.—

[(A) CONTRACT AND GRANT SCHOOLS.—For a school
funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs which is operated
under a contract issued by the Secretary of the Interior
pursuant to the Indian Self-Determination Act (25 U.S.C.
450 et seq.) or under a grant issued by the Secretary of the
Interior pursuant to the Tribally Controlled Schools Act of
1988 (25 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), the school board of such
school shall be responsible for meeting the requirements of
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subsection (b) relating to development and implementation
of any school improvement plan as described in sub-
sections (b)(1) through (b)(3), and subsection (b)(5), other
than subsection (b)(1)(E). The Bureau of Indian Affairs
shall be responsible for meeting the requirements of sub-
section (b)(4) relating to technical assistance.

[(B) BUREAU OPERATED SCHOOLS.—For schools oper-
ated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau shall be
responsible for meeting the requirements of subsection (b)
relating to development and implementation of any school
improvement plan as described in subsections (b)(1)
through (b)(5), other than subsection (b)(1)(E).

[(4) CORRECTIVE ACTION AND RESTRUCTURING FOR BUREAU-
FUNDED SCHOOLS.—

[(A) CONTRACT AND GRANT SCHOOLS.—For a school
funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs which is operated
under a contract issued by the Secretary of the Interior
pursuant to the Indian Self-Determination Act (25 U.S.C.
450 et seq.) or under a grant issued by the Secretary of the
Interior pursuant to the Tribally Controlled Schools Act of
1988 (25 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), the school board of such
school shall be responsible for meeting the requirements of
subsection (b) relating to corrective action and restruc-
turing as described in subsection (b)(7) and (b)(8). Any ac-
tion taken by such school board under subsection (b)(7) or
(b)(8) shall take into account the unique circumstances and
structure of the Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded school
system and the laws governing that system.

[(B) BUREAU OPERATED SCHOOLS.—For schools oper-
ated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau shall be
responsible for meeting the requirements of subsection (b)
relating to corrective action and restructuring as described
in subsection (b)(7) and (b)(8). Any action taken by the Bu-
reau under subsection (b)(7) or (b)(8) shall take into ac-
count the unique circumstances and structure of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs-funded school system and the laws
governing that system.

[(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—On an annual basis, the Secretary
of the Interior shall report to the Secretary of Education and
to the appropriate committees of Congress regarding any
schools funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs which have
bleecrll identified for school improvement. Such report shall in-
clude—

[(A) the identity of each school,

[(B) a statement from each affected school board re-
garding the factors that lead to such identification; and

[(C) an analysis by the Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Secretary if the Secretary of Interior
requests the consultation, as to whether sufficient re-
sources were available to enable such school to achieve
adequate yearly progress.

[(h) OTHER AGENCIES.—After receiving the notice described in
subsection (b)(14)(D), the Secretary may notify, to the extent fea-
sible and necessary as determined by the Secretary, other relevant
Federal agencies regarding the major factors that were determined
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by the State educational agency to have significantly affected stu-
dent academic achievement.]

SEC. 1116. SCHOOL PERFORMANCE.
Section 1116 (20 U.S.C. 6316) is amended to read as follows:

SEC. 1116. SCHOOL PERFORMANCE.
(a) SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State receiving a grant under the
program under this subpart and subpart 2 shall establish a
school accountability and improvement system that—

(A) is part of the accountability system required under
section 1111(a)(3) and implements the requirements of such
system;

(B) supports schools that are not meeting the State’s
performance targets under section 1111(a)(3)(C) for all stu-
dents; and

(C) identifies the public elementary schools and sec-
ondary schools in the State that will need local interven-
tions under subsection (b), that are focus schools under sub-
section (c), and that are priority schools under subsection
(d), and the processes to be used to improve schools in each
category, in accordance with this section and section
2123(b)(2).

(2) REVIEW AND APPROVAL.—The State shall include infor-
mation describing the school accountability and improvement
system in the State plan under section 1111(b), which shall be
subject to peer review and approval by the Secretary as part of
the State plan, in accordance with such section.

(b) LOCAL INTERVENTIONS; REPORTING.—

(1) LOCAL INTERVENTIONS.—Beginning in the 2015-2016
school year, each local educational agency receiving a subgrant
under the program under this subpart and subpart 2 shall—

(A) identify each school that, after 2 consecutive years,
has not met the same performance target described in sec-
tion 1111(a)(3)(C) for the same subgroup described in sec-
tion 1111(a)(3)(D); and

(B) ensure that such school, in collaboration with the
local educational agency, develops and implements a lo-
cally designed intervention to improve student achievement
in each such subgroup.

(2) REPORTING.—Each local educational agency that imple-
ments locally designed interventions under paragraph (1) to
support schools that have not met performance targets for a
subgroup will report to the State educational agency regarding
the resources and interventions used to address the achievement
of students in the subgroup, and the outcomes of those efforts.
The State educational agency shall annually select the interven-
tions with exemplary outcomes, share such interventions and
outcomes with the public, and communicate such interventions
and outcomes to the Secretary.

(3) LACK OF IMPROVEMENT.—Each school served under the
program under this subpart that has been identified as a school
that has not met the same subgroup performance target, as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), for the preceding 3 consecutive years
shall work with the State educational agency to implement a
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State-approved intervention based on established best practices
within State.
(¢c) Focus SCHOOLS.—

(1) IDENTIFICATION.—Beginning in the 2015-2016 school
year, a State shall identify as a focus school, for the 3-year pe-
riod following the school’s identification period (except as pro-
vided in paragraph (4))—

(A) each public school in the State that—

(i) is not identified as a priority school under sub-
section (d); and
(i) is in the 10 percent of all public schools in the

State with the greatest achievement gaps among the

subgroups described in section 1111(a)(3)(D) as com-

pared to the statewide average, as determined by the

Stoczite academic assessments under section 1111(a)(2);

an

(B) each public high school in the State that—

(i) is not identified as a priority school under sub-
section (d); and

(it) is in the 10 percent of such schools with the
greatest graduation rate gaps among such subgroups
as compared to the statewide averages.

(2) IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES.—For each focus school iden-
tified under paragraph (1), the local educational agency serving
the school shall, in accordance with the State accountability
system described in section 1111(a)(3), develop and implement
a measurable and data-driven correction plan to improve the
performance of low-achieving subgroups in the school in order
to close achievement gaps. A correction plan under this para-
graph shall be developed with input from teachers, parents,
community members, and other stakeholders.

(3) STATE WAIVER.—If a State determines that all schools
that would otherwise be considered to be the lowest-achieving
10 percent of schools with the greatest achievement gap, or
graduation rate gap, under paragraph (1), are actually per-
forming at a satisfactory level of performance, the State may
apply to the Secretary to waive the requirements of this sub-
section with respect to such schools.

(4) IMPROVEMENT.—The State educational agency shall no
longer identify a school that has been identified as a focus
school for any remainder of the school’s 3-year identification pe-
riod if—

(A) at any time during the 3-year period for which a
school is so identified, the school has met all of its perform-
ance targets as described in section 1111(a)(3)(C) for the
school year; or

(B) after 2 years of the 3-year period, the State deter-
mines, based on the most current data, that the school’s
rate of improvement is sufficient to enable the school to
meet all of the school’s performance targets by the end of
the 3-year period.

(d) PRIORITY SCHOOLS.—

(1) IDENTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in the 2015-2016 school
year, a State shall identify as a priority school, for the 3-
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year period following the school’s identification (except as

provided in paragraph (5))—

(i) each school served under this subpart in the

State that is in the lowest-achieving 5 percent of ele-

mentary schools;

(it) each school served under this subpart in the

State that is in the lowest-achieving 5 percent of sec-

ondary schools;

(iti) each public high school in the State with a
graduation rate of less than 60 percent; and
(iv) each school served under this subpart that has

been identified as a focus school under subsection (c)

for the 6 preceding consecutive years.

(B) STATE WAIVER.—If a State determines that all
schools that would otherwise be considered to be the lowest-
achieving 5 percent of schools under clause (i) or (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A), are actually performing at a satisfactory
level of performance based on the measures used by the
State to identify priority schools, the State may apply to the
Secretary to waive the requirements of this paragraph, and
paragraphs (2) through (5), for such schools.

(2) NEEDS ANALYSIS.—Each local educational agency re-
ceiving assistance under the program under this subpart and
subpart 2 shall conduct a data-driven needs analysis, which
may involve an external partner with expertise in conducting
such needs analysis, of each school identified as a priority
school, as the case may be, to determine the most appropriate
school improvement strategies to improve student performance.
Such needs analysis shall include—

(A) a diagnostic review of data related to students and
instructional staff;

(B) an analysis of the school governance, curriculum,
instruction, student supports, conditions for learning, and
parent and family engagement practices relative to the
needs of the student population;

(C) the resources, which may include community-based
supports and early childhood education, available at the
school, local educational agency, and community levels to
meet student needs and support improved student achieve-
ment and outcomes and the implementation of any school
improvement strategy; and

(D) an analysis of the school’s current use of time and
an assessment of how much student, teacher, principal, and
staff time will be required to meet student needs and sup-
port improved student achievement and outcomes and the
implementation of any school improvement strategy, includ-
ing consideration of whether increased learning time is nec-
essary to ensure successful implementation.

(3) STATE AND LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR IDENTIFIED
SCHOOLS.—

(A) STATE RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each State receiving a
grant under the program under this subpart and subpart
2 shall ensure that a local educational agency receiving as-
sistance under such program carries out the requirements
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of subparagraph (B) for each school identified as a priority
school under paragraph (1) in the State.

(B) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—
Each local educational agency receiving assistance under
the program under this subpart and subpart 2 shall, con-
sistent with the State’s accountability system under section
1111(a)(3)—

(i) establish a process for selecting an appropriate
school improvement strategy for each school described
in subparagraph (A) that is served by the local edu-
cational agency;

(it) select the school improvement strategy to be
used in each such school and the timeline for imple-
menting the selected school improvement strategy in
such school;

(iii) develop a detailed budget covering the 3-year
identification period, including planned expenditures
at the school level for activities supporting full and ef-
fective implementation of the selected school improve-
ment strategy,

(iv) implement a school improvement strategy at
the school in accordance with the requirements of para-
graph (4);

(v) use appropriate measures to monitor the effec-
tiveness of the implementation;

(vi) review and select turnaround partners to assist
in implementing school improvement strategies;

(vit) align other Federal, State, and local resources
with the school improvement strategy;

(viit) provide the school with the operational flexi-
bility, including autonomy over staffing, time, and
budget, needed to enable full and effective implementa-
tion of the selected strategy, including through the
modification of practices or policies, if necessary;

(ix) collect and use data on an ongoing basis to ad-
Jjust implementation of the school improvement strategy
to improve student achievement;

(x) provide an assurance that the implementation
of the selected school improvement strategy addresses
the needs of all the subgroups of students described in
section 1111(a)(3)(D) in the school;

(xi) take steps to sustain successful reforms and
practices after the school is no longer identified as a
priority school;

(x11) provide technical assistance and other support
to ensure students graduate from high school college
and career ready, as determined by the State’s aca-
demic content standards under section 1111(a)(1),
through the effective implementation of the school im-
provement strategy in the school, which—

() may include assistance in—
(aa) data collection and analysis;
(bb) recruiting and retaining staff;
(cc) teacher and principal evaluation;
(dd) professional development;
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(ee) parent and family engagement;
(ff) coordination of services with high-
quality early childhood education providers;
(gg) coordination of services to address
students’ social, emotional, and health needs;
(hh) increasing learning time;
(ii) coordination of services with institu-
tions of higher education to facilitate the im-
plementation of dual enrollment programs and
early college high schools; and
(jj) monitoring the implementation of the
school improvement strategy selected under
paragraph (4); and
(I1) shall include assistance in the implemen-

tation of schoolwide positive behavior supports,
school-based mental health programs, and other
approaches with evidence of effectiveness, for im-
proving the learning environment in the school
and reducing the need for suspensions, expulsions,
and other actions that remove students from in-
struction, including effective strategies for improv-
ing coordination of community resources;

(xiii) establish partnerships with employers, insti-
tutions of higher education, service providers, and oth-
ers to assist in implementing school improvement strat-
egies described in paragraph (4); and

(xiv) review school discipline and climate data,
disaggregated by each subgroup described in section
1111(a)(3)(D), in assessing the needs of the school and,
if low-achieving subgroups receive a disproportionate
amount of suspensions, expulsions, or other forms of
exclusionary discipline, incorporate evidence-based
strategies to reduce out-of-classroom punishment and
promote student engagement in the school’s improve-
ment plan.

(C) STATE AS LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—If a school
identified as a priority school under this subsection for a
3-year identification period is re-identified as a priority
school for the subsequent 3-year period, the State may take
over the school and act as the local educational agency for
purposes of this subsection, if permitted under State law.
(4) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES.—

(A) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES FOR ALL SCHOOL IMPROVE-
MENT STRATEGIES.—A local educational agency imple-
nzer;zi‘ing any strategies under this paragraph for a school
shall—

(i) provide staff at the school with ongoing profes-
sional development, consistent with the needs analysis
described in paragraph (2);

(it) conduct regular evaluations for the teachers
and principals at the school that provide specific feed-
back on areas of strength and in need of improvement;

(iii) provide time for collaboration among instruc-
tional staff at the school to improve student achieve-
ment;



234

(iv) provide instructional staff at the school with
timely access to student data to inform instruction and
meet the academic needs of individual students, which
&nay include, in elementary school, school readiness

ata;

(v) collaborate with parents and families, the com-
munity, teachers, other school personnel at the school,
and representatives of Indian tribes located in the area
served by the local educational agency, on the selection
and implementation of the strategy;

(vi) use data to identify and implement a research-
based instructional program that—

(I) analyzes student progress and performance
and develops appropriate interventions for stu-
dents who are not making adequate progress;

(II) provides differentiated instruction and re-
lated instructional supports; and

(I1I) meets the unique cultural, language, and
educational needs of all students served by such
school;

(vii) in the case of an elementary school with kin-
dergarten entry—

(I) examine factors that contribute to school
readiness as part of the needs analysis conducted
under paragraph (2);

(II) coordinate with appropriate high-quality
early childhood programs, such as programs under
the Child Care Development and Block Grant Act
of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), the Head Start
Act (42 U.S.C. 9801 et seq.), prekindergarten pro-
grams, and other similar Federal, State, and local
programs, in order to align instruction to better
prepare students for elementary school; and

(I11) develop a plan to improve or expand
high-quality early childhood options which may
include the use of funds under the program under
this subpart and subpart 2 for such purposes;

(viit) provide ongoing mechanisms for parent and
family engagement;

(ix) provide appropriate services and evidence-
based, integrated supports for students as identified in
the school’s needs analysis;

(x) describe, in a report to the State educational
agency and made available to the public upon request,
how the local educational agency or school will adopt
and implement policies or practices to develop, imple-
ment, improve, or expand positive behavioral interven-
tions and supports, early intervening services, and
school-based mental health programs in accordance
with the requirements of clauses (xi) through (xiv);

(xi)() review and analyze the school’s efforts to ad-
dress behavioral or disciplinary problems; and

(II) assist the school in developing, expanding, or
improving the use of schoolwide positive behavioral
interventions and supports that are aligned with activi-
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ties carried out under the Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act;

(xii) review and analyze the school’s efforts to iden-
tify and assist students with poor academic achieve-
ment and students who are children with disabilities,
and assist the school in developing, implementing, or
improving early intervening services that are coordi-
nated with activities carried out under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act;

(xiii) review the number of discipline incidents in
the school and use that information to assist the school
to implement schoolwide positive behavioral interven-
tions and supports or other early intervening services,
or both; and

(xiv) review and analyze the school’s efforts to ad-
dress mental health needs among students and assist
the school in developing or improving school-based
mental health programs that are coordinated with ac-
tivities carried out under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act.

(B) STRATEGIES.—A local educational agency shall
identify a school improvement strategy for a school identi-
fied as a priority school under paragraph (1) from among
the following strategies:

(i) TRANSFORMATION STRATEGY.—A local edu-
cational agency implementing a transformation strat-
egy in a school shall—

(I) replace the principal, if the principal has

served in that role at the school for more than 2

years, with a principal who has a demonstrated

rec((i)rd of success in increasing student achievement
and—
(aa) training or experience in raising stu-
dent achievement; or
(bb) training or experience in turning
around low-performing schools;
(II) require existing instructional staff and
school leadership to reapply for their positions;
(I1I) require that all instructional staff and
school leadership hiring be done at the school
through mutual consent; and
(IV) establish schedules and implement strate-
gies that provide increased learning time.

(1) TURNAROUND STRATEGY.—A local educational
agency implementing a turnaround model as a strategy
for a school shall—

(I) replace the principal, if the principal has

served in that role at the school for more than 2

years, with a principal who has the demonstrated

record of success and the training or experience de-

scribed in item (aa) or (bb) of clause (i)(D);

(II) screen all teachers in the school and retain
not more than 65 percent of them; and

(I1I) establish schedules and implement strate-
gies that provide increased learning time.
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(iii) WHOLE SCHOOL REFORM STRATEGY.—A local
educational agency implementing a whole school re-
form strategy for a school shall implement an evidence-
based strategy that ensures whole school reform. The
strategy shall be undertaken in partnership with an ex-
ternal provider offering a school reform program that
is based on at least a moderate level of evidence that
the program will have a statistically significant effect
on student outcomes, including more than 1 well-de-
signed or well-implemented experimental or quasi-ex-
perimental study.

(iv) RESTART STRATEGY.—A local educational
agency implementing a restart strategy in a school
shall carry out the following:

(D(aa) Convert the school into a public charter
school, or close and reopen the school as a public
charter school in partnership with a nonprofit
charter school operator, a nonprofit charter man-
agement organization, or a nonprofit education
management organization, that has a dem-
onstrated record of improving student achievement
for students similar to those served by the school;
or

(bb) convert the school to a magnet school or
create a new, innovative school, as defined by the
State.

(II) Ensure that the new school—

(aa) serves the grade levels as the original
school for which the strategy is being imple-
mented; and

(bb) enrolls any former student of the
original school who requests to attend the
school and then, after all such students are en-
rolled, admits additional students, using a
random lottery system if more students apply
for admission than can be accommodated.

(v) SCHOOL CLOSURE STRATEGY.—A local edu-
cational agency implementing a school closure strategy
for a school—

(D shall close the school and enroll the stu-
dents who attended the school in other schools, in-
cluding charter schools, served by the local edu-
cational agency that are within reasonable prox-
imity to the closed school, as determined by the
local educational agency, and that are higher-per-
forming than the school that is being closed;

(I1) shall provide transportation, or shall pay
for the provision of transportation, for each such
student to the student’s new school, consistent with
State law and local educational agency policy;

(I11) shall provide information about high-
quality educational options, as well as transition
and support services to students, who attended the
closed school and the students’ parents; and
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(IV) may use school improvement funds pro-
vided under subsection (f) to pay for the expenses

of—

(aa) transitioning students from the school
that is being closed to the new school;

(bb) supporting the new school; and

(cc) expanding and offering student sup-
ports and services within the new school,
which may include high-quality prekinder-
garten programs and services.

(C) FLEXIBILITY.—

(i) FLEXIBILITY FOR CERTAIN LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this paragraph—

(D a local educational agency that is eligible
for services under subpart 1 or 2 of part B of title

VI, as determined by the Secretary, may modify

not more than 1 of the elements or activities re-

quired under subparagraph (A) of a school im-

provement strategy selected for a school identified

under paragraph (4) in order to better meet the
needs of students in such school; and

(I) a State educational agency may apply to
the Secretary for a waiver of clauses (i)(I) and

@)D of subparagraph (B).

(it) STATE FLEXIBILITY.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this paragraph, a State educational
agency may, with the approval of the Secretary, estab-
lish an alternative State-determined, evidence-based,
school improvement strategy that may be used by local
educational agencies in the State in addition to the
strategies described in subparagraph (B), except that
funds provided under this title shall not be used for
school vouchers.

(D) PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the requirements
of subparagraph (A) and the school improvement strat-
egy determined under subparagraph (B) or (C)(ii), a
local educational agency shall, not later than 3 months
before the first day of the school year following identi-
fication as a priority school under paragraph (1), pro-
vide all students enrolled in the identified school with
the option to transfer to another public school served by
the local educational agency that has not been identi-
fied under such paragraph, unless such an option is
prohibited by State law.

(it) PRIORITY.—In providing students the option to
transfer to another public school, the local educational
agency shall give priority to the lowest-achieving chil-
dren from low-income families, as determined by the
local educational agency for the purposes of allocating
funds to schools under section 1113(a)(3).

(iti) TREATMENT.—Students who use the option to
transfer to another public school shall be enrolled in
classes and other activities in the public school to
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which the students transfer in the same manner as all

other children at the public school.

(iv) SPECIAL RULE.—A local educational agency
shall permit a child who transfers to another public
school under this subparagraph to remain in that
school until the child has completed the highest grade
in such school.

(5) IMPROVEMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The State educational agency shall
no longer identify a school that has been identified as a pri-
ority school for any remainder of the school’s 3-year identi-
fication period if—

(i) after 2 years of the 3-year period for which a
school is identified as a priority school under para-
graph (1), the school has met all of the school’s per-
formance targets as described in section 1111(a)(3)(C);
or

(it) after 2 years of the 3-year period, the State de-
termines, based on the most current data, that the
school’s rate of improvement is sufficient to enable the
school to meet all of the school’s performance targets by
the end of the 3-year period.

(B) CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
FUNDS.—If an eligible entity, as defined in subsection (f)(1),
was receiving school improvement funds under subsection
(f) for a school that improves as described in subparagraph
(A), the eligible entity shall continue to receive such grant
funds, and use such funds to carry out the grant activities
in such school, for the full period of such grant.

(6) REPEATED CLASSIFICATION AS A PRIORITY SCHOOL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For each public school that is identi-
fied as a priority school under paragraph (1) for any por-
tion of a 3-year period and is re-identified under such para-
graph for the subsequent time period, the local educational
agency shall carry out the requirements of this subsection
for such subsequent period by implementing, with respect to
such school, the restart strategy or school closure strategy
under clause (iv) or (v) of paragraph (4)(B).

(B) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding subparagraph
(A), a local educational agency serving a school described
in such paragraph may, in coordination with the State edu-
cational agency and based on a community needs assess-
ment, apply to the Secretary for a waiver to implement an-
other school improvement model not previously used by the
local educational agency for the school.

(e¢) REPORT ON PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR PRI-
ORITY SCHOOLS.—Each local educational agency that receives
subgrant funds under the program under this subpart and subpart
2 shall prepare and submit a report to the State educational agency,
at the end of each school year, regarding—

(1) the local educational agency’s use of funds for profes-
sional development, as required under section 2123(b)(2), in
schools identified as priority schools under subsection (d) that
did not receive funds under subsection (f); and
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(2) any changes in, or effects on, student performance at
such schools during such school year.
(f) ScHOOL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—the term “eligible entity”
means—

(i) a State educational agency that is operating a
statewide recovery school district;
(it) a local educational agency that receives funds

under the program under this subpart and subpart 2

and serves at least 1 eligible school;

(iit) a consortium of such local educational agen-
cies; or
(iv) an educational service agency that serves at

least 1 local educational agency described in clause (ii).

(B) ELIGIBLE SCHOOL.—The term “eligible school”
means a school identified as a priority school under sub-
section (d).

(2) ALLOTMENTS TO STATES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—From the funds made available to
carry out this subsection under section 3(a)(2) for a fiscal
year, the Secretary shall provide States that submit an ap-
plication described in paragraph (3) with school improve-
ment funds through an allotment, as determined under
subparagraph (B) and in addition to the amounts made
available to States under subpart 2, to enable the States to
award subgrants and carry out the activities described in
this subsection to assist eligible schools.

(B) ALLOTMENTS TO STATES.—From the funds made
available to carry out this subsection under section 3(a)(2)
for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each State with
an approved application an amount that bears the same re-
lation to such funds as the amount that the State received
under subpart 2 for the preceding fiscal year bears to the
amount that all States receive under such subpart for such
fiscal year.

(3) STATE APPLICATION.—A State that desires to receive
school improvement funds under this subsection shall submit
an application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner,
and accompanied by such information as the Secretary may re-
quire. Each application shall include a description of—

(A) the process and the criteria that the State will use
to award subgrants under paragraph (5)(A)(i);

(B) the process and the criteria the State will use to de-
termine whether the eligible entity’s proposal for each eligi-
ble school meets the requirements of paragraphs (2) and
(4), and subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (3), of
subsection (d);

(C) how the State will ensure geographic diversity in
making subgrants;

(D) how the State will set priorities in awarding sub-
grants to eligible entities;

(E) how the State will monitor and evaluate the imple-
mentation of school improvement strategies by eligible enti-
ties, including how the State will use the results of the eval-
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uation to improve State strategies for supporting schools
identified under subsection (d); and

(F) how the State will reduce barriers for schools in the
implementation of school improvement strategies, including
operational flexibility that would enable complete imple-
mentation of the selected school improvement strategy.

(4) STATE ADMINISTRATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—A
State that receives an allotment under this subsection may re-
serve not more than a total of 5 percent of such allotment for
the administration of this subsection, which may include activi-
ties aimed at building State capacity to support the local edu-
cational agency and school improvement, such as providing
technical assistance and other support (including regular site
visits to monitor implementation of selected school improvement
strategies to eligible entities serving eligible schools), either di-
rectly or through educational service agencies or other public or
private organizations.

(5) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT ACTIVITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives school improve-

ment funds under this subsection shall use not less than 95

percent of such allotment to carry out school improvement

activities for eligible schools by—

(i) awarding subgrants, on a competitive basis, to
eligible entities to enable the eligible entities to carry
out the activities described in subparagraph (C) for eli-
gible schools; or

(it) if the State chooses and the local educational
agency serving an eligible school agrees, directly pro-
viding the activities described in subparagraph (C)(ii)
to the eligible school and the local educational agency,
or arranging for other entities, such as school support
teams or educational service agencies, to provide such
activities to the school.

(B) SUBGRANTS.—

(i) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity that desires a
subgrant under this paragraph shall submit an appli-
cation to the State at such time, in such manner, and
including such information as the State shall require.
The application shall include a description of how the
eligible entity will carry out the requirements of para-
graphs (2) and (4), and subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
paragraph (3), of subsection (d) for each eligible school
to be served by the grant.

(ii) DEMONSTRATION OF ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—FEach eligible entity that desires a subgrant
under this paragraph shall demonstrate in its applica-
tion that the eligible entity has—

() adopted human resource policies that
prioritize the recruitment, retention, and placement
of effective staff in eligible schools;

(I1) ensured that eligible schools have access to
resources to implement the school improvement
strategies described in subsection (d)(4), such as
facilities, professional development, and tech-
nology;
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(I11) identified opportunities to reduce duplica-
tion, increase efficiency, and assist eligible schools
in complying with reporting requirements of State
and Federal programs;

(IV) developed an early warning indicator sys-
tem that monitors school-level data, and alerts the
eligible school when a student indicates slowed
progress toward high school graduation, so that
the school can provide appropriate student inter-
ventions; and

(V) facilitated alignment and coordination be-
tween high-quality early childhood education pro-
grams and services serving students who will at-
tend eligible schools that are elementary schools,
and teachers and principals of such eligible
schools.

(iit) SUBGRANT SIZE.—A State shall award sub-
grants under this paragraph of sufficient size to enable
subgrant recipients to fully and effectively implement
the selected school improvement strategies.

(iv) SUBGRANT PERIOD.—Each subgrant awarded
under this paragraph shall be for a 5-year period.

(v) WITHHOLDING FINAL FUNDING.—In order for a
State to award subgrant funds to an eligible entity for
the final 2 years of the subgrant cycle, the eligible enti-
ty shall demonstrate that the schools receiving funds
under this paragraph have made significant progress
on the leading indicators.

(C) USE OF SUBGRANT FUNDS.—An eligible entity that
receives a subgrant under this paragraph shall use the
subgrant funds to—

(i) carry out the requirements of subparagraphs (A)
and (B) of paragraph (3), and paragraphs (2) and (4),
of subsection (d) in an eligible school that has been
identified under such subsection as of the date of the
grant award, which may include a maximum 1-year
planning period; and

(it) carry out activities at the local educational
agency level that directly support such implementation,
such as—

(I) assistance in data collection and analysis;

(ID) recruiting and retaining staff;

(I11) teacher and principal evaluation;

(IV) professional development;

(V) coordination of services to address stu-
dents’ social, emotional, and health needs; and

(VI) progress monitoring.

(D) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—An eligible entity or
State shall use Federal funds received under this sub-
section only to supplement the funds that would, in the ab-
sence of such Federal funds, be made available from non-
Federal sources for the education of pupils participating in
programs funded under this subsection.

(E) INTERVENTION BY STATE.—In the case of a State
educational agency that has taken over a school or local
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educational agency, the State may use an amount of funds
under this subsection similar to the amount that the school
or local educational agency would receive, under this sub-
section, in order to carry out the activities described in sub-
paragraph (C) for the school and local educational agency,
either directly or through an eligible entity designated by
the State educational agency.

(6) NATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—From amounts appropriated
and reserved for this paragraph under section 3(a)(2)(B), the
Secretary shall carry out the following national activities:

(A) Activities focused on building State and local edu-
cational agency capacity to turn around eligible schools
and schools in rural areas through activities such as—

(i) identifying and disseminating effective school
improvement strategies, including in rural areas;

(it) making available targeted technical assistance,
including planning and implementation tools; and

(iti) expanding the availability of turnaround part-
ners capable of assisting in turning around eligible
schools, including in rural areas.

(B) Activities focused on building capacity to turn
around eligible schools, including in rural areas.

(C) The use of data, research, and evaluation to—

(i) identify schools that are implementing school
improvement strategies effectively;
J (i) identify effective school improvement strategies;
an
(iti) collect and disseminate that information to

States and local educational agencies in a manner that

facilitates replication of effective practices.

(D) Other activities designed to support State and local
efforts to improve eligible schools.

(7) EVALUATION.—The Director of the Institute of Education
Sciences shall conduct an evaluation of the programs carried
out under this subsection.

(g) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be construed
to alter or otherwise affect the rights, remedies, and procedures af-
forded school or school district employees under Federal, State, or
local laws (including applicable regulations or court orders) or
under the terms of collective bargaining agreements, memoranda of
understanding, or other agreements between such employees and
their employers.

[SEC. 1117. SCHOOL SUPPORT AND RECOGNITION.
[(a) SYSTEM FOR SUPPORT.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall establish a statewide
system of intensive and sustained support and improvement
for local educational agencies and schools receiving funds
under this part, in order to increase the opportunity for all stu-
dents served by those agencies and schools to meet the State’s
academic content standards and student academic achievement
standards.

N 11[(2) PRIORITIES.—In carrying out this subsection, a State
shall—

[(A) first, provide support and assistance to local edu-

cational agencies with schools subject to corrective action
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under section 1116 and assist those schools, in accordance

with section 1116(b)(11), for which a local educational

agency has failed to carry out its responsibilities under

paragraphs (7) and (8) of section 1116(b);

[(B) second, provide support and assistance to other
local educational agencies with schools identified as in
need of improvement under section 1116(b); and

[(C) third, provide support and assistance to other
local educational agencies and schools participating under
this part that need that support and assistance in order to
achieve the purpose of this part.

[(3) REGIONAL CENTERS.—Such a statewide system shall,
to the extent practicable, work with and receive support and
assistance from regional educational laboratories established
under part D of the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002
and comprehensive centers established under the Educational
Technical Assistance Act of 2002 and the comprehensive re-
gional technical assistance centers and the regional edu-
cational laboratories under section 941(h) of the Educational
Research, Development, Dissemination, and Improvement Act
of 1994 (as such section existed on the day before the date of
enactment of the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002), or
other providers of technical assistance.

[(4) STATEWIDE SYSTEM.—

[(A) In order to achieve the purpose described in para-
graph (1), the statewide system shall include, at a min-
imum, the following approaches:

[(i) Establishing school support teams in accord-
ance with subparagraph (C) for assignment to, and
working in, schools in the State that are described in
paragraph (2).

[(Gi) Providing such support as the State edu-
cational agency determines necessary and available in
order to ensure the effectiveness of such teams.

[(ii) Designating and using distinguished teach-
ers and principals who are chosen from schools served
under this part that have been especially successful in
improving academic achievement.

[(Gv) Devising additional approaches to providing
the assistance described in paragraph (1), such as pro-
viding assistance through institutions of higher edu-
cation and educational service agencies or other local
consortia, and private providers of scientifically based
technical assistance.

[(B) PrIiORITY.—The State educational agency shall
give priority to the approach described in clause (i) of sub-
paragraph (A).

[(5) SCHOOL SUPPORT TEAMS.—

[(A) CoMPOSITION.—Each school support team estab-
lished under this section shall be composed of persons
knowledgeable about scientifically based research and
practice on teaching and learning and about successful
schoolwide projects, school reform, and improving edu-
cational opportunities for low-achieving students, includ-
ing—



244

[(1) highly qualified or distinguished teachers and
principals;

[(ii) pupil services personnel;

[(ii) parents;

[(iv) representatives of institutions of higher edu-
cation;

[(v) representatives of regional educational lab-
oratories or comprehensive regional technical assist-
ance centers;

[(vi) representatives of outside consultant groups;
or

[(vii) other individuals as the State educational
agency, in consultation with the local educational
agency, may determine appropriate.

[(B) FuncTtioNs.—Each school support team assigned
to a school under this section shall—

[(G) review and analyze all facets of the school’s
operation, including the design and operation of the
instructional program, and assist the school in devel-
oping recommendations for improving student per-
formance in that school;

[(ii) collaborate with parents and school staff and
the local educational agency serving the school in the
design, implementation, and monitoring of a plan that,
if fully implemented, can reasonably be expected to
improve student performance and help the school meet
its goals for improvement, including adequate yearly
progress under section 1111(b)(2)(B);

[(ii) evaluate, at least semiannually, the effective-
ness of school personnel assigned to the school, includ-
ing identifying outstanding teachers and principals,
and make findings and recommendations to the school,
the local educational agency, and, where appropriate,
the State educational agency; and

[(iv) make additional recommendations as the
school implements the plan described in clause (ii) to
the local educational agency and the State educational
agency concerning additional assistance that is needed
by the school or the school support team.

[(C) CONTINUATION OF ASSISTANCE.—After one school
year, from the beginning of the activities, such school sup-
port team, in consultation with the local educational agen-
cy, may recommend that the school support team continue
to provide assistance to the school, or that the local edu-
cational agency or the State educational agency, as appro-
priate, take alternative actions with regard to the school.

[(b) STATE RECOGNITION.—
[(1) ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State receiving a grant under
this part—

[(i) shall establish a program for making aca-
demic achievement awards to recognize schools that
meet the criteria described in subparagraph (B); and

[(ii) as appropriate and as funds are available
under subsection (c)(2)(A), may financially reward
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schools served under this part that meet the criteria

described in clause (ii).

[(B) CRITERIA.—The criteria referred to in subpara-
graph (A) are that a school—

[(i) significantly closed the achievement gap be-
tween the groups of students described in section
1111(b)(2); or

[(ii) exceeded their adequate yearly progress, con-
sistent with section 1111(b)(2), for 2 or more consecu-
tive years.

[(2) DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS.—Of those schools meeting
the criteria described in paragraph (2), each State shall des-
ignate as distinguished schools those schools that have made
the greatest gains in closing the achievement gap as described
in subparagraph (B)(i) or exceeding adequate yearly progress
as described in subparagraph (B)@i). Such distinguished
schools may serve as models for and provide support to other
schools, especially schools identified for improvement under
section 1116, to assist such schools in meeting the State’s aca-
demic content standards and student academic achievement
standards.

[(3) AWARDS TO TEACHERS.—A State program under para-
graph (1) may also recognize and provide financial awards to
teachers teaching in a school described in such paragraph that
consistently makes significant gains in academic achievement
in the areas in which the teacher provides instruction, or to
teachers or principals designated as distinguished under sub-
section (a)(4)(A)(i1).

[(c) FUNDING.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State—

[(A) shall use funds reserved under section 1003(a)
and may use funds made available under section 1003(g)
for the approaches described under subsection (a)(4)(A);
and

[(B) shall use State administrative funds authorized
under section 1004(a) to establish the statewide system of
support described under subsection (a).

[(2) RESERVATIONS OF FUNDS BY STATE.—

[(A) AWARDS PROGRAM.—For the purpose of carrying
out subsection (b)(1), each State receiving a grant under
this part may reserve, from the amount (if any) by which
the funds received by the State under subpart 2 for a fiscal
year exceed the amount received by the State under that
subpart for the preceding fiscal year, not more than 5 per-
cent of such excess amount.

[(B) TEACHER AWARDS.—For the purpose of carrying
out subsection (b)(3), a State educational agency may re-
serve such funds as necessary from funds made available
under section 2113.

[(3) USE WITHIN 3 YEARS.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the amount reserved under subparagraph (A) by
a State for each fiscal year shall remain available to the State
lfmtcill expended for a period not exceeding 3 years receipt of
unds.
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[(4) SPECIAL ALLOCATION RULE FOR SCHOOLS IN HIGH-POV-
ERTY AREAS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State shall distribute not less
than 75 percent of any amount reserved under paragraph
(2)(A) for each fiscal year to schools described in subpara-
graph (B), or to teachers in those schools consistent with
subsection (b)(3).

[(B) ScHOOL DESCRIBED.—A school described in sub-
paragraph (A) is a school whose student population is in
the highest quartile of schools statewide in terms of the
percentage of children from low income families.]

[SEC. 11191SEC. 1117. QUALIFICATIONS FOR TEACHERS AND PARA-
PROFESSIONALS.
[(a) TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS AND MEASURABLE OBJEC-
TIVES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with the first day of the first
school year after the date of enactment of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001, each local educational agency receiving as-
sistance under this part shall ensure that all teachers hired
after such day and teaching in a program supported with funds
under this part are highly qualified.

[(2) STATE PLAN.—As part of the plan described in section
1111, each State educational agency receiving assistance under
this part shall develop a plan to ensure that all teachers teach-
ing in core academic subjects within the State are highly quali-
fied not later than the end of the 2005—2006 school year. Such
plan shall establish annual measurable objectives for each local
educational agency and school that, at a minimum—

[(A) shall include an annual increase in the percent-
age of highly qualified teachers at each local educational
agency and school, to ensure that all teachers teaching in
core academic subjects in each public elementary school
and secondary school are highly qualified not later than
the end of the 2005-2006 school year;

[(B) shall include an annual increase in the percent-
age of teachers who are receiving high-quality professional
development to enable such teachers to become highly
qualified and successful classroom teachers; and

[(C) may include such other measures as the State
educational agency determines to be appropriate to in-
crease teacher qualifications.

[(3) LocAL PLAN.—As part of the plan described in section
1112, each local educational agency receiving assistance under
this part shall develop a plan to ensure that all teachers teach-
ing within the school district served by the local educational
agency are highly qualified not later than the end of the 2005-
2006 school year.

[(b) REPORTS.—

[(1) ANNUAL STATE AND LOCAL REPORTS.—

[(A) LocAL REPORTS.—Each State educational agency
described in subsection (a)(2) shall require each local edu-
cational agency receiving funds under this part to publicly
report, each year, beginning with the 2002-2003 school
year, the annual progress of the local educational agency
as a whole and of each of the schools served by the agency,
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in meeting the measurable objectives described in sub-

section (a)(2).

[(B) STATE REPORTS.—Each State educational agency
receiving assistance under this part shall prepare and sub-
mit each year, beginning with the 2002—2003 school year,
a report to the Secretary, describing the State educational
agency’s progress in meeting the measurable objectives de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2).

[(C) INFORMATION FROM OTHER REPORTS.—A State
educational agency or local educational agency may submit
information from the reports described in section 1111(h)
for the purposes of this subsection, if such report is modi-
fied, as may be necessary, to contain the information re-
quired by this subsection, and may submit such informa-
tion as a part of the reports required under section
1111(h).

[(2) ANNUAL REPORTS BY THE SECRETARY.—Each year, be-
ginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the Secretary shall
publicly report the annual progress of State educational agen-
cies, local educational agencies, and schools, in meeting the
measurable objectives described in subsection (a)(2).1
(a) TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
each local educational agency receiving assistance under the
program under this subpart and subpart 2 shall ensure that all
teachers teaching a core academic subject in a program sup-
ported with funds under such subparts are highly qualified
teachers and are certified in the subject area in which the
teachers are assigned to teach.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Each local educational agency located in
a State in which the State has fully implemented a professional
growth and improvement system shall only be required to com-
ply with the requirements under paragraph (1) as they relate to
new teachers.

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR SMALL, RURAL, OR REMOTE
SCHOOLS.—In the case of a local educational agency that is un-
able to provide a highly qualified teacher to serve as an on-site
classroom teacher for a core academic subject in a small, rural,
or remote school, the local educational agency may meet the re-
quirements of this section by using distance learning to provide
such instruction by a teacher who is a highly qualified teacher
for purposes of the core academic subject, as long as—

(A) the teacher who is a highly qualified teacher in the
core academic subject—

(i) is responsible for providing at least 50 percent
of the direct instruction in the core academic subject
through distance learning;

(it) is responsible for monitoring student progress;
and

(iti) is the teacher who assigns the students their
grades; and
(B) an on-site teacher who is a highly qualified teacher

for a subject other the core academic subject taught through

distance learning is present in the classroom throughout
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the period of distance learning and provides supporting in-

struction and assistance to the students.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS FOR AMERICAN INDIAN, ALASKA NATIVE, OR
NATIVE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, CULTURE, OR HISTORY TEACHERS.—

(1) LANGUAGE OR CULTURE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the requirements of subsection (a) on local edu-
cational agencies with respect to highly qualified teachers
shall not apply to a teacher of American Indian, Alaska
Native, or Native Hawaiian language or culture, whether
the teacher is teaching on a permanent, part-time, or occa-
sional basis.

(B) COMPETENCY.—A State may require that a local
tribe or tribal organization, as defined in section 4 of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 450b), verify the competency of a public school
teacher of American Indian, Alaska Native, or Native Ha-
waiian language or culture to teach such subject, to the
chief administrative officer of the local educational agency
or the chief State school officer.

(2) HISTORY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the requirements of subsection (a) on local edu-
cational agencies with respect to highly qualified teachers,
shall not apply to a teacher who is a Native elder or other
authority on American Indian, Alaska Native, or Native
Hawaiian history and who provides instruction in such
subject, whether on a part-time or occasional basis.

(B) COMPETENCY.—A State may require that a local
tribe or tribal organization, as defined in section 4 of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 450b), verify the competency of the instructor de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) of American Indian, Alaska
Native, or Native Hawaiian history to teach such subject,
to the chief administrative officer of the local educational
agency or the chief State school officer.

(c) NEW PARAPROFESSIONALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving
assistance under this part shall ensure that all paraprofes-
sionals [hired after the date of enactment of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001 and] working in a program supported with
funds under this part shall have—

* * & * * * *

[(d) EXISTING PARAPROFESSIONALS.—Each local educational
agency receiving assistance under this part shall ensure that all
paraprofessionals hired before the date of enactment of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and working in a program sup-
ported with funds under this part shall, not later than 4 years after
the date of enactment satisfy the requirements of subsection (c).]

[(e)1(d) EXCEPTIONS FOR TRANSLATION AND PARENTAL IN-
VOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES.—[Subsections (¢) and (d)1Subsection (c)
shall not apply to a paraprofessional—
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(1) * * *

* * & & * * &

[(©)]J(e) GENERAL REQUIREMENT FOR ALL PARAPROFES-
SIONALS.—* * *
[(g)1(f) DUTIES OF PARAPROFESSIONALS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *
* * * * * * *

[(h)1(g) USE OF FUNDS.—* * *
[(1)1(h) VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *
* £ % ® % " "

LL(G)1(GE) COMBINATIONS OF FUNDS.—Funds provided under this
part that are used for professional development purposes may be
combined with funds provided under title II of this Act, other Acts,
and other sources.]

(i) SPECIAL RULE.—A State educational agency may not require
a school or a local educational agency to expend a specific amount
of funds for professional development activities under the program
under this subpart and subpart 2.

[(k)1(j) SPECIAL RULE.—* * *

[(1) MiNniMmUM EXPENDITURES.—Each local educational agency
that receives funds under this part shall use not less than 5 per-
cent, or more than 10 percent, of such funds for each of fiscal years
2002 and 2003, and not less than 5 percent of the funds for each
subsequent fiscal year, for professional development activities to
ensure that teachers who are not highly qualified become highly
qualified not later than the end of the 2005-2006 school year.]

[SEC. 1118. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT.
[(a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PoLICY.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency may receive
funds under this part only if such agency implements pro-
grams, activities, and procedures for the involvement of par-
ents in programs assisted under this part consistent with this
section. Such programs, activities, and procedures shall be
planned and implemented with meaningful consultation with
parents of participating children.

[(2) WRITTEN pPoLICY.—Each local educational agency that
receives funds under this part shall develop jointly with, agree
on with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a
written parent involvement policy. The policy shall be incor-
porated into the local educational agency’s plan developed
under section 1112, establish the agency’s expectations for par-
ent involvement, and describe how the agency will—

[(A) involve parents in the joint development of the
plan under section 1112, and the process of school review
and improvement under section 1116;

[(B) provide the coordination, technical assistance,
and other support necessary to assist participating schools
in planning and implementing effective parent involve-
ment activities to improve student academic achievement
and school performance;

[(C) build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong
parental involvement as described in subsection (e);
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[(D) coordinate and integrate parental involvement
strategies under this part with parental involvement strat-
egies under other programs, such as the Head Start pro-
gram, Reading First program, Early Reading First pro-
gram, Even Start program, Parents as Teachers program,
and Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters,
and State-run preschool programs;

[(E) conduct, with the involvement of parents, an an-
nual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the pa-
rental involvement policy in improving the academic qual-
ity of the schools served under this part, including identi-
fying barriers to greater participation by parents in activi-
ties authorized by this section (with particular attention to
parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled,
have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or
are of any racial or ethnic minority background), and use
the findings of such evaluation to design strategies for
more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if nec-
essary, the parental involvement policies described in this
section; and

[(F) involve parents in the activities of the schools
served under this part.

[(3) RESERVATION.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall
reserve not less than 1 percent of such agency’s allocation
under subpart 2 of this part to carry out this section, in-
cluding promoting family literacy and parenting skills, ex-
cept that this paragraph shall not apply if 1 percent of
such agency’s allocation under subpart 2 of this part for
the fiscal year for which the determination is made is
$5,000 or less.

[(B) PARENTAL INPUT.—Parents of children receiving
services under this part shall be involved in the decisions
regarding how funds reserved under subparagraph (A) are
allotted for parental involvement activities.

[(C) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Not less than 95 per-
cent of the funds reserved under subparagraph (A) shall be
distributed to schools served under this part.

[(b) ScHOOL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each school served under this part shall
jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents of participating
children a written parental involvement policy, agreed on by
such parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out
the requirements of subsections (¢) through (f). Parents shall
be notified of the policy in an understandable and uniform for-
mat and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the
parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available to
the local community and updated periodically to meet the
changing needs of parents and the school.

[(2) SPECIAL RULE.—If the school has a parental involve-
ment policy that applies to all parents, such school may amend
that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this sub-
section.

[(3) AMENDMENT.—If the local educational agency involved
has a school district-level parental involvement policy that ap-
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plies to all parents, such agency may amend that policy, if nec-

essary, to meet the requirements of this subsection.

[(4) PARENTAL COMMENTS.—If the plan under section 1112
is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the
local educational agency shall submit any parent comments
with such plan when such local educational agency submits the
plan to the State.

[(c) PoLicy INVOLVEMENT.—Each school served under this part
shall—

[(1) convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to
which all parents of participating children shall be invited and
encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s par-
ticipation under this part and to explain the requirements of
this part, and the right of the parents to be involved;

[(2) offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings
in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds pro-
vided under this part, transportation, child care, or home vis-
its, as such services relate to parental involvement;

[(3) involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely
way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs
under this part, including the planning, review, and improve-
ment of the school parental involvement policy and the joint
development of the schoolwide program plan under section
1114(b)(2), except that if a school has in place a process for in-
volving parents in the joint planning and design of the school’s
programs, the school may use that process, if such process in-
cludes an adequate representation of parents of participating
children;

[(4) provide parents of participating children—

[(A) timely information about programs under this
part;

[(B) a description and explanation of the curriculum
in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment
used to measure student progress, and the proficiency lev-
els students are expected to meet; and

[(C) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular
meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their
children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as
practicably possible; and
[(5) if the schoolwide program plan under section

1114(b)(2) is not satisfactory to the parents of participating

children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the

school makes the plan available to the local educational agen-
cy.

[(d) SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT.—As a component of the school-level parental in-
volvement policy developed under subsection (b), each school served
under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children
served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how
parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the respon-
sibility for improved student academic achievement and the means
by which the school and parents will build and develop a partner-
ship to help children achieve the State’s high standards. Such com-
pact shall—
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[(1) describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-
quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effec-
tive learning environment that enables the children served
under this part to meet the State’s student academic achieve-
ment standards, and the ways in which each parent will be re-
sponsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as mon-
itoring attendance, homework completion, and television
watching; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and partici-
pating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of
their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and

[(2) address the importance of communication between
teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a min-
imum—

[(A) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools,
at least annually, during which the compact shall be dis-
cussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s
achievement;

[(B) frequent reports to parents on their children’s
progress; and

[(C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volun-
teer and participate in their child’s class, and observation
of classroom activities.

[(e) BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT.—To ensure effec-
tive involvement of parents and to support a partnership among
the school involved, parents, and the community to improve stu-
dent academic achievement, each school and local educational
agency assisted under this part—

[(1) shall provide assistance to parents of children served
by the school or local educational agency, as appropriate, in
understanding such topics as the State’s academic content
standards and State student academic achievement standards,
State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this
part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with edu-
cators to improve the achievement of their children;

[(2) shall provide materials and training to help parents to
work with their children to improve their children’s achieve-
ment, such as literacy training and using technology, as appro-
priate, to foster parental involvement;

[(3) shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, prin-
cipals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the
value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as
equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs,
and build ties between parents and the school;

[(4) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordi-
nate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities
with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even
Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Young-
sters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool
and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as par-
ent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in
more fully participating in the education of their children;

[(5) shall ensure that information related to school and
parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the
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parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent

practicable, in a language the parents can understand;

[(6) may involve parents in the development of training for
teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effec-
tiveness of such training;

[(7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds re-
ceived under this part if the local educational agency has ex-
hausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for
such training;

[(8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associ-
ated with local parental involvement activities, including
transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to par-
ticipate in school-related meetings and training sessions;

[(9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other
parents;

[(10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times,
or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other edu-
cators, who work directly with participating children, with par-
ents who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in
order to maximize parental involvement and participation;

[(11) may adopt and implement model approaches to im-
proving parental involvement;

[(12) may establish a districtwide parent advisory council
to provide advice on all matters related to parental involve-
ment in programs supported under this section;

[(13) may develop appropriate roles for community-based
or%anizations and businesses in parent involvement activities;
an

[(14) shall provide such other reasonable support for pa-
rental involvement activities under this section as parents may
request.

[(f) AccEsSIBILITY.—In carrying out the parental involvement
requirements of this part, local educational agencies and schools, to
the extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the par-
ticipation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with
disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing
information and school reports required under section 1111 in a
format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents
understand.

[(g) INFORMATION FROM PARENTAL INFORMATION AND RE-
SOURCE CENTERS.—In a State where a parental information and re-
source center is established to provide training, information, and
support to parents and individuals who work with local parents,
local educational agencies, and schools receiving assistance under
this part, each local educational agency or school that receives as-
sistance under this part and is located in the State shall assist par-
ents and parental organizations by informing such parents and or-
ganizations of the existence and purpose of such centers.

[(h) REVIEW.—The State educational agency shall review the
local educational agency’s parental involvement policies and prac-
tices to determine if the policies and practices meet the require-
ments of this section.]

SEC. 1118. PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT.

(a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGE-
MENT ASSESSMENT AND PLAN.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to increase student academic
achievement and improve child development, a local edu-
cational agency may receive funds under the program under
this subpart and subpart 2 only if such agency develops and
implements a strategic, evidence-based plan to support mean-
ingful engagement of parents and family members in education
(referred to in this section as the “parent and family engage-
ment plan”). Such plan shall be—

(A) based on a needs assessment of parents and family
members, school instructional and leadership personnel,
and community leaders, conducted to inform the develop-
ment of the plan; and

(B) developed and implemented through meaningful
consultation with—

(i) parents and family members of participating
children;

(it) youth who have graduated from schools that
are part of the local educational agency;

(iii) as applicable, employers, business leaders, and
philanthropic organizations;

(iv) other members of the community who are com-
mitted to increasing student academic achievement and
improving child development;

(v) to the greatest extent practicable, individuals
with expertise in effectively engaging parents and fam-
ily members in education; an

(vi) organizations that have a demonstrated record
of effectiveness in assisting students in becoming col-
lege and career ready, as determined in accordance
with the State academic content standards under sec-
tion 1111(a)(1).

(2) ANNUAL SURVEY.—A local educational agency described
in paragraph (1) shall, on an annual basis, conduct a survey,
through electronic means to the extent practicable, including de-
livery through mobile devices, of all parents, family members,
and all school instructional and leadership personnel, to—

(A) determine the needs of parents and family mem-
bers, in order to assist with the learning of their children
and engage with school personnel, including all teachers of
their children;

(B) identify strategies to support school-family inter-
actions, including identifying and addressing the barriers
to effective parental involvement in a manner responsive to
the cultural and language needs of such parents;

(C) determine the level of parent and family engage-
ment in each respondent’s respective school and the level of
engagement of school leaders with parent and family mem-
bers;

(D) identify perceived and actual barriers to the activi-
ties described in subparagraph (A); and

(E) determine the perceptions about the school’s condi-
tions for learning.

(3) PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PLAN.—

(A) DEVELOPMENT.—Based on the results of the survey
described in paragraph (2), each local educational agency
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receiving funds under the program under this subpart and
subpart 2 shall develop and implement an annual parent
and family engagement plan jointly with the parents and
family members of participating children and, where appli-
cable, with a parent advisory committee that represents the
entire school district. Such plan shall—

(i) be designed to foster the engagement of parents
and other family members and school instructional
and leadership personnel;

(it) be designed to integrate such engagement into
the practice of all the local educational agency’s schools
that are served under the program under this subpart
and subpart 2;

(iii) establish parent engagement goals for the local
educational agency and such schools; and

(iv) establish annual quantifiable performance
benchmarks for such goals, which shall require con-
tinual progress toward the achievement of such goals.
(B) ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS.—The parent and family

engagement plan shall—

(i) establish the school’s expectations for, and com-
mitment to support, meaningful, evidence-based, parent
and family engagement strategies;

(it) describe the process through which the school
will equip parents and family members, with par-
ticular attention to economically disadvantaged par-
ents and family members, to—

(D) act in partnership with local educational
agency and school personnel to improve the aca-
demic achievement and development of their chil-
dren; and

(I1) participate in school improvement strate-
gies;

(iti) describe how the local educational agency will
provide the coordination, technical assistance, and
other support and conditions necessary to assist par-
ticipating schools in planning and implementing effec-
tive parent and family engagement strategies, such
as—

() making facilities of the local educational
agency available, as appropriate;

(I) making compensatory time available for
educators to conduct home visits;

(I1I) establishing co-location with public as-
sistance programs;

(IV) encouraging the implementation of com-
munity school models and related activities; and

(V) utilizing the expertise of, and developing
strategies with, organizations that have a dem-
onstrated track record of success in supporting
parent and family engagement;

(iv) provide for not less than 1 schoolwide meeting
during each academic year, at a convenient time, to
which parents and family members of participating
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children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, in
order to—

; (D) review the parent and family engagement
plan;

(I1) inform parents and family members of op-
portunities for engagement in their child’s edu-
cation; and

(III) explain to parents and family members
the right of the parents and family members to be
involved, and the benefits of meaningful engage-
ment;

(v) provide parents with an opportunity to develop
the knowledge and skills to engage in full partnerships
with school instructional and leadership staff of the
school in the education of their children;

(vi) provide for professional development and other
evidence-based support to school instructional and
leadership personnel regarding effective parent and
family engagement;

(vii) to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordi-
nate and integrate parent and family engagement pro-
grams and strategies with other Federal, State, and
local programs;

(viit) provide information to school personnel, stu-
dents, and parents about the school’s use of positive be-
havioral interventions and supports, school-based men-
tal health programs, and the expectations of school per-
sonnel, students, and parents in supporting a safe
learning environment for all students; and

(ix) describe how the local educational agency will
coordinate with parent and family information and re-
source centers established under part H of title IV.

(b) ANNUAL REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE BENCHMARKS.—Each
year, each local educational agency described in subsection (a), each
school served under the program under this subpart, and the parent
advisory board established under subsection (g) shall collaboratively
review the benchmarks for each of the goals established under sub-
section (a)(3)(A)(iii). Based on the review—

(1) if a local educational agency has met or made continual
progress toward meeting, its annual benchmarks in such year,
the local educational agency will continue to implement the par-
ent and family engagement plan;

(2) if the local educational agency has not met or made con-
tinual progress toward meeting its annual benchmarks in such
year, the local educational agency and parent advisory board
shall jointly determine the cause after taking into the account
the results of the end-of-the-year survey described in subsection
(¢); and

(3) the local educational agency shall publicly report on
whether the agency has met or made continual progress toward
meeting such benchmarks, and the degree to which the bench-
marks were met.

(¢) END-OF-THE-YEAR SURVEY.—As part of the review described
in subsection (b), a local educational agency shall conduct an end-
of-the-year survey of parents and school instructional and leader-
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ship personnel, including parents and personnel who participated in
the survey described in subsection (a)(2), to determine whether the
needs of parents and personnel were met through the implementa-
tion of the plan.

(d) REVISION OF PLAN.—The local educational agency and the
parent advisory board established under subsection (g) shall ad-
dress the causes described in subsection (b)(2) and the results of the
survey in subsection (c¢) in the development or revision of the parent
and family engagement plan.

(e) RESERVATION AND USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall re-
serve not less than 2 percent of such agency’s allocation under
subpart 2 to assist schools in carrying out the activities de-
scribed in this section, subject to paragraph (2).

(2) EXCEPTION.—The reservation requirement under para-
graph (1) shall not apply if 1 percent of the local educational
agency’s allocation under subpart 2 for the fiscal year for which
the determination is made is equal to or less than $5,000.

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency shall—

(i) distribute not less than 75 percent of funds re-
served under paragraph (1) to schools served under
this subpart; and

(it) use not more than 20 percent of such funds for
parent and family engagement activities at the local
educational agency level.

(B) PRIORITY.—In allocating the funds described in
subparagraph (A), each local educational agency shall give
priority to high-need schools.

(4) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds reserved under paragraph (1)
may be used to carry out activities and strategies consistent
with the parent and family engagement plan described in sub-
section (a), including not less than 1 of the following:

(A) Designating or establishing a dedicated office or
dedicated personnel for parent and family engagement.

(B) Providing professional development for local edu-
cational agency and school personnel regarding parent and
family engagement strategies, which may be provided joint-
ly to teachers, school leaders, early childhood educators,
and parents and family members.

(C) Providing adult education and literacy activities,
as defined in section 203 of the Adult Education and Fam-
ily Literacy Act (20 U.S.C. 9201 et seq.).

(D) Supporting home visitation programs.

(E) Engaging in other evidence-based or promising
strategies for improving and increasing parent and family
engagement, which may include family and student sup-
ports, as defined in section 4703.

(F) Disseminating information on best practices (such
as implementation, replication, impact studies, and evalua-
tions) focused on parent and family engagement, especially
best practices for increasing the engagement of economically
disadvantaged parents and family members.
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(G) Contracting with experienced parent organizations
to assist with training and other activities under this sec-
tion.

(H) Collaborating, or providing subgrants to schools to
enable the schools to collaborate, with community-based or-
ganizations, or employers, with a demonstrated track
record of success in improving and increasing student aca-
demic achievement and parent and family engagement to—

(i) enhance student achievement and development
through greater engagement with children, such as ex-
periential learning opportunities and internships;

(it) increase opportunities for such organizations
and employers to support family engagement activities,
including by offering family engagement training and
supporting adult education and family literacy pro-
grams; and

(iii) expand the role of the school as a community
resource, such as by using facilities for community
events, meetings, career or health fairs, or adult edu-
cation and family literacy activities.

(f) ACCESSIBILITY.—In carrying out the parent and family en-
gagement requirements of this subpart, local educational agencies
and schools, to the greatest extent practicable, shall provide oppor-
tunities for the full and informed participation of parents and fam-
ily members (including parents and family members with disabil-
ities), including providing information and school reports in a for-
mat and, to the greatest extent practicable, in a language such par-
ents can understand.

(g) PARENT ADVISORY BOARD.—Each local educational agency
described in subsection (a) shall establish a parent advisory board
for the purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the parent
and family engagement plan. Such board shall—

(1) consist of a sufficient number of parents of children at-
tending the local educational agency’s schools served under this
subpart to adequately represent the interests and needs of par-
ents at the local educational agency;

(2) meet multiple times throughout the school year; and

(3) be representative of the population served by the local
educational agency.

[SEC. 1120]SEC. 1119. PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN ENROLLED IN
PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

(a) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent consistent with the number
of eligible children identified under section 1115(b) in the
school district served by a local educational agency who are en-
rolled in private elementary schools and secondary schools, a
local educational agency shall, after timely and meaningful
consultation with appropriate private school officials, provide
such children, on an equitable basis, special educational serv-
ices or other benefits under this part (such as dual enrollment,
educational radio and television, computer equipment and ma-
terials, other technology, and mobile educational services and
equipment) that address their needs, and shall ensure that
teachers and families of the children participate, on an equi-
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table basis, in services and activities developed pursuant to
[sections 1118 and 11191sections 1117 and 1118.

* * * * * * *

(¢) ALLOCATION FOR EQUITABLE SERVICE TO PRIVATE SCHOOL
STUDENTS.—
(1) CALCULATION.—* * *

* * *k & * * *k

(2) COMPLAINT PROCESS.—Any dispute regarding low-in-
come data for private school students shall be subject to the
complaint process authorized in section [950519503.

* * * & * * *

[SEC. 1120A1SEC. 1120. FISCAL REQUIREMENTS.

(a) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—A local educational agency may
receive funds under this part for any fiscal year only if the State
educational agency [involved] finds that the local educational
agency has maintained the agency’s fiscal effort in accordance with
section 9521.

* * & * * * &

[(c) COMPARABILITY OF SERVICES.—
[(1) IN GENERAL.—

[(A) COMPARABLE SERVICES.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (4) and (5), a local educational agency may re-
ceive funds under this part only if State and local funds
will be used in schools served under this part to provide
services that, taken as a whole, are at least comparable to
services in schools that are not receiving funds under this
part.

[(B) SUBSTANTIALLY COMPARABLE SERVICES.—If the
local educational agency is serving all of such agency’s
schools under this part, such agency may receive funds
under this part only if such agency will use State and local
funds to provide services that, taken as a whole, are sub-
stantially comparable in each school.

[(C) Basis.—A local educational agency may meet the
requirements of subparagraphs (A) and (B) on a grade-
span by grade-span basis or a school-by-school basis.

[(2) WRITTEN ASSURANCE.—

[(A) EQUIVALENCE.—A local educational agency shall
be considered to have met the requirements of paragraph
(1) if such agency has filed with the State educational
agency a written assurance that such agency has estab-
lished and implemented—

. [(i) a local educational agency-wide salary sched-
ule;
[(ii) a policy to ensure equivalence among schools
in teachers, administrators, and other staff; and
[(iii) a policy to ensure equivalence among schools
in the provision of curriculum materials and instruc-
tional supplies.

[(B) DETERMINATIONS.—For the purpose of this sub-
section, in the determination of expenditures per pupil
from State and local funds, or instructional salaries per
pupil from State and local funds, staff salary differentials
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for years of employment shall not be included in such de-

terminations.

[(C) EXcLUSIONS.—A local educational agency need
not include unpredictable changes in student enrollment or
personnel assignments that occur after the beginning of a
school year in determining comparability of services under
this subsection.

[(3) PROCEDURES AND RECORDS.—Each local educational
agency assisted under this part shall—

[(A) develop procedures for compliance with this sub-
section; and

[(B) maintain records that are updated biennially doc-
umenting such agency’s compliance with this subsection.
[(4) INAPPLICABILITY.—This subsection shall not apply to a

local educational agency that does not have more than one
building for each grade span.

[(5) ComPLIANCE.—For the purpose of determining compli-
ance with paragraph (1), a local educational agency may ex-
clude State and local funds expended for—

[(A) language instruction educational programs; and

[(B) the excess costs of providing services to children
with disabilities as determined by the local educational
agency.]

(¢) COMPARABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) COMPARABILITY.—Beginning for the 2015-2016
school year, a local educational agency may receive funds
under the program under this subpart and subpart 2 only
if the local educational agency demonstrates to the State
educational agency that the combined State and local per-
pupil expenditures (including actual personnel and actual
nonpersonnel expenditures) in each school served under this
subpart, in the most recent year for which such data were
available, are not less than the average combined State and
local per-pupil expenditures for those schools that are not
served under this subpart.

(B) ALTERNATIVE COMPARABILITY.—If the local edu-
cational agency is serving all of the schools under its juris-
diction under this subpart, the agency shall demonstrate to
the State educational agency that the average combined
State and local per-pupil expenditures (including actual
personnel and actual nonpersonnel expenditures) for its
high-poverty schools, in the most recent year for which such
data are available, were not less than the average combined
State and local per-pupil expenditures for its low-poverty
schools.

(C) BASIS.—A local educational agency may meet the
requirements of subparagraphs (A) and (B) on a local edu-
Zational agency-wide basis or a grade-span by grade-span

asis.

(D) EXCLUSION OF FUNDS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of complying
with this paragraph, a local educational agency shall
exclude any State or local funds expended in any
school for—
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(I) excess costs of providing services to English
learners;

(I1) excess costs of providing services to chil-
dren with disabilities;

(III) capital expenditures; and

(IV) such other expenditures as the Secretary
determines appropriate.
(ii) CHANGES AFTER THE BEGINNING OF THE

SCHOOL YEAR.—A local educational agency need not in-

clude unpredictable changes in student enrollment or

personnel assignments that occur after the beginning of

a school year in determining compliance under this

subsection.

(2) DOCUMENTATION.—A local educational agency shall
demonstrate that it is meeting the requirements of paragraph
(1) by submitting to the State educational agency the per-pupil
expenditures, personnel expenditures, nonpersonnel expendi-
tures, and total expenditures for each school served by the local
educational agency.

(3) INAPPLICABILITY.—This subsection shall not apply to a
local educational agency that does not have more than 1 build-
ing for each grade span.

(4) PROCESS AND PROCEDURES.—

(A) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—
Each local educational agency assisted under the program
under this subpart and subpart 2 shall, by October 31,
2016, report to the State educational agency on its compli-
ance with the requirements of this subsection for the pre-
ceding school year, including a listing, by school, of actual
combined per-pupil State and local personnel and nonper-
sonnel expenditures.

(B) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—
Each State educational agency assisted under the program
under this subpart and subpart 2 shall ensure that such in-
formation is made publicly available by the State or the
local educational agency, including the school-by-school
listing described in subparagraph (A).

(C) PLAN.—A local educational agency that does not
meet the requirements of this subsection in any year shall
develop and implement a plan to ensure compliance for the
subsequent school year and may be required by the State
educational agency to report on its progress in imple-
menting such plan.

(5) TRANSITION PROVISIONS.—

(A) SCHOOL YEARS PRECEDING THE 2015—2016 SCHOOL
YEAR.—For school years preceding the 2015-2016 school
year, a local educational agency may receive funds under
the program under this subpart and subpart 2 only if the
local educational agency demonstrates to the State edu-
cational agency that the local educational agency meets the
requirements of section 1120A, as in effect on the day before
the date of enactment of the Strengthening America’s
Schools Act of 2013.

(B) TRANSITION BETWEEN REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall take such steps as are necessary to provide for
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the orderly transition between the requirements under sec-

tion 1120A, as in effect on the day before the date of enact-

ment of the Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013,

and the new requirements under this section, as amended

by such Act.

(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to require a local educational agency to
transfer school personnel in order to comply with this sub-
section.

(7) COMPARABLE REQUIREMENTS.—In the case of a State,
State educational agency, or local educational agency that has,
before the date of enactment of the Strengthening America’s
Schools Act of 2013, enacted requirements relating to the com-
parability of educational expenditures that differ from the re-
quirements of this subsection, the Secretary shall allow the
local educational agency to demonstrate comparability of edu-
cational expenditures for purposes of this subsection through
the enacted requirements if the Secretary determines that the
enacted requirements provide the same, or a higher, standard
of comparability for schools served under this subpart as re-
quired by this subsection.

* * *k & * * *k

[[SEC. 1120BISEC. 1120A. COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving as-
sistance under this part shall carry out the activities described in
subsection (b) with Head Start agencies and, if feasible, other enti-
ties carrying out early childhood development programs such as the
Early Reading First program.

[(b) ActiviTiEs.—The activities referred to in subsection (a)
are activities that increase coordination between the local edu-
cational agency and a Head Start agency and, if feasible, other en-
tities carrying out early childhood development programs, such as
the Early Reading First program, serving children who will attend
the schools of the local educational agency, including—

[(1) developing and implementing a systematic procedure
for receiving records regarding such children, transferred with
parental consent from a Head Start program or, where applica-
ble, another early childhood development program such as the
Early Reading First program,;

[(2) establishing channels of communication between
school staff and their counterparts (including teachers, social
workers, and health staff) in such Head Start agencies or other
entities carrying out early childhood development programs
such as the Early Reading First program, as appropriate, to fa-
cilitate coordination of programs;

[(3) conducting meetings involving parents, kindergarten
or elementary school teachers, and Head Start teachers or, if
appropriate, teachers from other early childhood development
programs such as the Early Reading First program, to discuss
the developmental and other needs of individual children;

[(4) organizing and participating in joint transition-related
training of school staff, Head Start program staff, Early Read-
ing First program staff, and, where appropriate, other early
childhood development program staff; and
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[(5) linking the educational services provided by such local
educational agency with the services provided by local Head
Start agencies and entities carrying out Early Reading First
programs.

[(c) COORDINATION OF REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
work with the Secretary of Health and Human Services to coordi-
nate regulations promulgated under this part with regulations pro-
mulgated under the Head Start Act.1

SEC. 1120A. COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving as-
sistance under the program under this subpart and subpart 2 shall
carry out the activities described in subsection (b) with Head Start
agencies (consistent with section 642(e)(5) of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9837(e)(5)), providers of services under part C of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act, programs carried out under
section 619 of such Act, and, if feasible, other entities carrying out
high-quality early childhood education programs and services.

(b) AcTIviTIES.—The activities and services referred to in sub-
section (a) include—

(1) developing and implementing a systematic procedure for
transferring, with parental consent, early childhood program
records for each participating child to the school in which such
child will enroll;

(2) establishing ongoing communication between early
childhood program staff and their counterparts in the schools
(including teachers, principals, social workers, local educational
agency liaisons designated under section 722(g)(1)(J)(it) of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and health staff) to
facilitate the coordination and alignment of programs;

(3) establishing ongoing communications between the early
childhood program and the local educational agency for devel-
oping continuity of developmentally appropriate instructional
programs and shared expectations for children’s learning and
development as children transition to school;

(4) organizing and participating in joint training, includ-
ing transition-related training for school staff and early child-
hood programs;

(5) establishing comprehensive transition policies and pro-
cedures that support the school readiness of children
transitioning to school;

(6) conducting outreach to parents, families, and elemen-
tary school teachers to discuss the educational, developmental,
and other needs of children entering school;

(7) helping parents of children who are English learners
understand—

(A) the instructional and other services provided by the
school in which such child will enroll after participation in

a Head Start program or other Federal early childhood

care and education program; and

(B) as appropriate, the information provided to parents

of English learners under section 3202;

(8) helping parents understand the instructional and other
services provided by the school in which their child will enroll
after participation in a Head Start program or other Federal
early childhood care and education program; and
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(9) developing and implementing a system to increase pro-
gram participation of underserved populations of eligible chil-
dren, especially children eligible for a free or reduced price
lunch under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act
(42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), parents of children who are English
learners, and parents of children with disabilities.

SEC. 1121. GRANTS FOR THE OUTLYING AREAS AND THE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR.
(a) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—From the amount appropriated
for payments to States for any fiscal year under [section 1002(a)
and 1125A(01paragraphs (1) and (3) of section 3(a), the Secretary
shall reserve a total of 1 percent to provide assistance to—

* * *k & * * *k

(b) ASSISTANCE TO OUTLYING AREAS.—
(1) FUNDS RESERVED.—* * *

* * * * * * *

(3) LIMITATION FOR COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—

(A) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—The Secretary shall use
funds described in paragraph (2) to award grants to the
outlying areas [and freely associated States] to carry out
the purposes of this part.

(B) AWARD BASIS.—* * *

(C) Uses.—* * *

(i1) to provide direct educational services that as-
sist all students with meeting [challenging State aca-
demic content standardslcollege and career ready
State academic content standards under section
1111(a)(1).

* * * * * * &

[(c) DEFINITIONS.—For the purpose of subsections (a) and (b)—
[(1) the term “freely associated states” means the Republic
of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia,
and the Republic of Palau; and
[(2) the term “outlying area” means the United States Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands.]
(¢) DEFINITION OF OUTLYING AREA.—As used in subsections (a)
and (b), the term “outlying area” has the meaning given that term
in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 9101(44).

* * * * * * &

SEC. 1122. ALLOCATIONS TO STATES.

(a) ALLOCATION FORMULA.—Of the amount appropriated under
[section 1002(a) to carry out this part for each of fiscal years 2002—
2007]section 3(a)(1) to carry out this part for each of fiscal years
2014 through 2019 (referred to in this subsection as the current fis-

cal year)—

* * % & * * %
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SEC. 1125A. EDUCATION FINANCE INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) GrRANTS.—From funds appropriated under [subsection
(f)dsection 3(a)(3), the Secretary is authorized to make grants to
States, from allotments under subsection (b), to carry out the pro-
grams and activities of this part.

(b) D1STRIBUTION BASED UPON FiscAL EFFORT AND EQUITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph
(B), funds appropriated pursuant to [subsection (f)lsection
3(a)(3) shall be allotted to each State based upon the num-
ber of children counted under section 1124(c) in such State
multiplied by the product of—
* * * * * * *

[(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal year 2002 and for each of the 5 succeeding fis-
cal years.]

[(@]1() ADJUSTMENTS WHERE NECESSITATED BY APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *
* & * * % * *

SEC. 1127. CARRYOVER AND WAIVER.
(a) LIMITATION ON CARRYOVER.—* * *
ES * ES ES ES * ES

Subpart 3—Blue Ribbon Schools; Centers of Excel-
lence in Early Childhood; Green Ribbon Schools

SEC. 1131. BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS.

(a) PROGRAM PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section to as-
sist States and local educational agencies in identifying and re-
warding high-performing public schools.

(b) BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS.—

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS.—Each State
receiving a grant under the program under subpart 1 and sub-
part 2 may—

(A) define the category of blue ribbon schools, con-
sistent with paragraph (2), for the State as part of its State
plan in section 1111(b); and

(B) identify, for each school year, the schools in the
State that are blue ribbon schools for such year.

(2) BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL CRITERIA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If a State elects to carry out this sub-
section, the State’s blue ribbon schools shall consist of the
highest 5 percent of the State’s public elementary schools
and secondary schools, as designated by the State based
on—

(i) the percentage of proficient or advanced stu-
dents, as determined under section 1111(a)(3)(B)ii)),
in English or language arts, and mathematics;

(it) in the case of high schools, the school’s gradua-
tion rates;
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(iii) the performance of each category of students
described in section 1111(a)(3)(D);

(iv) the percentage of students who are meeting or
exceeding the State student academic achievement
standards or are achieving sufficient academic growth
as described in section 1111(a)(3)(B)(iii); and

(v) school gains.

(B) NONELIGIBILITY FOR BLUE RIBBON STATUS.—A
school identified under subsection (c) or (d) of section 1116
for a year shall not be eligible for blue ribbon school status
for the same year.

(¢c) REWARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State that defines and identifies
blue ribbon schools under subsection (b)(1) for a school year
may—

(A) provide each blue ribbon school in the State with
increased autonomy over the school’s budget, staffing, and
time;

(B) allow each blue ribbon school to have flexibility in
the use of any funds provided to the school under this Act
for any purpose allowed under this Act (notwithstanding
any other provision of this Act), as long as such use is con-
sistent with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000a
et seq.), title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20
U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), and part B of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act; and

(C) reserve not more than .5 percent of the funds allot-
ted to the State under subpart 2 and use such reserved
amounts to distribute rewards, on a competitive basis, to
local educational agencies that serve 1 or more blue ribbon
schools identified under subsection (b) that receive funds
under subpart 2 to enable the local educational agencies to
provide awards to such blue ribbon schools that receive
funds under such subpart.

(2) USE OF REWARDS.—As a condition of receiving an
award from a local educational agency under this subsection,
a blue ribbon school shall agree to use the award funds to—

(A) improve student achievement; and

(B) provide technical assistance to the lowest-achieving
schools in the closest geographic region of the State to the
blue ribbon school, in accordance with the State plan under
section 1111(b)(1)(E).

SEC. 1132. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD.

(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROGRAM.—In this section, the term “eligible early childhood edu-
cation program” means an early childhood education program
that—

(1) serves young children from households that would be el-
igible to receive a free or reduced price lunch under the Richard

B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.);

and
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(2) is nominated, by the Governor of the State in which the
program is located and through a competitive selection process,
to be a center of excellence in early childhood under this section.
(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Education, acting jointly
with the Secretary of Health and Human Services as provided
in paragraph (2), shall, subject to the availability of funds
under section 3(a)(4), establish a program under which the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) designate exemplary eligible early childhood edu-
cation programs as centers of excellence in early childhood
for the purposes of sharing best practices among early
childhood education programs and to support or recognize
the centers of excellence to improve the quality of care in
programs in their local region; and

(B) award bonus grants to each center of excellence in
early childhood, to enable the center to carry out the activi-
ties described in subsection (e).

(2) FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—WIith respect to this section, the Sec-
retary shall bear responsibility for obligating and dis-
bursing funds and ensuring compliance with applicable
laws and administrative requirements, subject to subpara-
graph (B).

(B) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation and the Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall jointly administer activities supported under this sec-
tion on such terms as the Secretaries shall set forth in an
interagency agreement.

(¢c) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to be eligible to be designated as
a center of excellence in early childhood under subsection (b),
an eligible early childhood education program shall submit an
application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary may require.

l d(2) CONTENTS.—At a minimum, the application shall in-
clude—

(A) evidence that the eligible early childhood education
program has significantly improved the school readiness,
as determined by the Secretaries, of young children who
have participated in the program;

(B) evidence that the eligible early childhood education
program demonstrates improved child outcomes across all
the essential domains of school readiness;

(C) evidence that the eligible early childhood education
program has high staff qualifications that are designed to
promote the social, emotional, physical, and cognitive devel-
opment of children;

(D) an assurance that the eligible early childhood edu-
cation program will develop a collaborative partnership
with other providers of early childhood education in the
local community involved to conduct activities under sub-
section (e);

(E) a nomination letter, from the Governor of the State
in which the eligible early childhood education program is
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located, demonstrating the eligible early childhood edu-
cation program’s ability to—

(i) provide the coordination, transition, and train-
ing services of the activities proposed to be carried out
under the bonus grant, including the coordination of
such activities with State and local agencies that pro-
vide early childhood education and development to
young children and families in the community served
by the eligible early childhood education program; and

(it) carry out the activities described in subsection
(e)(1); and
(F) a description of how the early childhood program,

in order to expand accessibility and continuity of quality
early childhood education and development services and
programs, will coordinate activities under subsection (e)
with—

(i) programs serving children assisted under the
Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.);

(it) the temporary assistance for needy families
program funded under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

(iit) the block grants to States for social services
program funded under subtitle A of title XX of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397 et seq.);

(iv) child care programs supported directly
through the Community Services Block Grant;

(v) the Head Start and Early Head Start programs
carried out under the Head Start Act;

(vi) programs supported by grants under part I of
title IV;

(vii) other preschool programs supported under
this title;

(viii) programs carried out under section 619 and
part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act;

(ix) State prekindergarten programs;

(x) programs that support parent and family en-
gagement, including programs funded under section
1118 or, if applicable, grantees supported through par-
ent and family information and resource center grants
under part H of title IV; and

(xt) other programs of early childhood education
and development; and
(G) a description of how the early childhood education

program, if selected as a center for excellence in early child-
hood, will work with the local educational agency of the
area in which the program is located, to—

(i) provide for effective transitions between the pro-
gram and elementary schools; and

(it) facilitate ongoing communication between the
program and elementary school teachers concerning
young children participating in the program to improve
the teachers’ ability to work effectively with low-income,
at-risk young children and their families.
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(d) DESIGNATION AND BONUS GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each 5-year term described in para-

graph (2), the Secretary shall—

(A) select and designate, as centers of excellence in
early childhood, not less than 1 early childhood education
program from each of the several States of the United
States, the District of Columbia, Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and each of the outlying areas from which the Sec-
retary has received applications; and

(B) award each center of excellence in early childhood
a bonus grant for the 5-year term, subject to paragraph
2)(B).

(2) TERM OF DESIGNATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), the
Secretary shall designate each early childhood education
program as a center of excellence in early childhood under
paragraph (1) for a 5-year term. During the period of that
designation, the program shall receive a bonus grant under
this subsection.

(B) REVOCATION.—The Secretary may revoke a pro-
gram’s grant and designation under subparagraph (A) if
the Secretary determines that the program has not made
substantial progress in meeting the goals and objectives of
the grant.

(3) BONUS GRANT AMOUNT.—

(A) MINIMUM AMOUNT OF BONUS GRANT.—Subject to
the availability of appropriations, each bonus grant award-
ed under this subsection shall be in an amount of not less
than $200,000 per year.

(B) PRIORITY FOR INCREASED BONUS GRANT FUNDING.—
In determining the amount of the bonus grant for a center
of excellence in early childhood under this section, and sub-
Jject to the requirements of subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary—

(i) shall give priority to centers that, through their
applications, demonstrate that their programs are of
exceptional quality and would serve as exemplary mod-
els for programs in the same geographic region; and

(it) may give consideration to—

(D) the populations served by the centers, such
as centers that serve large proportions of young
children who are English learners, children who
are infants or toddlers with disabilities, as defined
in section 632 of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, children with disabilities who are
eligible for services under section 619 of such Act,
homeless children, foster children, or children who
receive child protective services, or young children
of other underserved populations; and

(I1) centers that do an exceptional job meeting
the needs of young children in such populations.

(e) USE OF BONUS GRANT FUNDS.—A center of excellence in
early childhood that receives a bonus grant under subsection (d)

shall—
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(1) use not less than 15 percent of the funds made available
through the grant to disseminate to other early childhood edu-
cation programs in the State involved (including to early child-
hood education programs who serve young children who live on
tribal lands or come from families who engage in seasonal or
migrant work), best practices for achieving early academic suc-
cess, including best practices for—

(A) achieving school readiness, including developing
early literacy and mathematics skills;

(B) achieving the acquisition of the English language
for English learners, if appropriate to the population
served;

(C) providing high-quality comprehensive services, if
applicable, for participating young children and their fami-
lies; and

(D) facilitating the social and emotional development of
children and young children; and
(2) use the remainder of such funds for not less than 2 of

the following activities:

(A) In the case of a center of excellence that is a Head
Start program, providing Head Start services to additional
eligible young children.

(B) Extending the services of the center of excellence to
provide full-day, full-week, or full-year care to young chil-
dren served by the program, if appropriate to better meet
the needs of working families in the community served by
the center.

(C) Further coordinating early childhood education
programs and services and social services available in the
community served by the center for at-risk young children,
their families, and pregnant women.

(D) Providing professional development for program in-
structional and support staff, including joint training for
with child care providers, public preschool and elementary
school teachers and school leaders, and other providers of
early childhood education and development programs.

(E) Developing or maintaining partnerships with insti-
tutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding community-based organizations, that recruit, train,
place, and support postsecondary education students to
serve as mentors and reading partners to preschool chil-
dren in centers that serve such children.

(F) Carrying out other activities determined by the cen-
ter to improve the overall quality of the center’s early child-
hood education program and for which there is evidence
that the activities will lead to improved safety, develop-
ment, well-being, or school readiness of the young children
served by the program.

(G) Sharing best practices concerning the transition of
children into elementary school.

(f) REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY.—FEach center of excellence in
early childhood that receives bonus grant funds under this section
shall submit an annual report to the Secretary, at such time and
in such manner as the Secretary may require, that contains a de-
scription of the activities the center carried out with funds received
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under this section, including a description of how such funds im-
proved services for young children and families.

(g) RESEARCH AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—From the funds
made available to carry out this section, the Secretary may reserve
not more than 1 percent of such funds to carry out the following ac-
tivities:

(1) Supporting a research collaborative among the Institute
of Education Sciences, the National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development, the Office of Planning, Research, and
Evaluation within the Administration for Children and Fami-
lies of the Department of Health and Human Services, and, as
appropriate, other Federal entities, to support research on early
learning that can inform improved State and other standards
and licensing requirements and improved outcomes for young
children, which collaborative shall—

(A) biennially prepare and publish for public comment

a detailed research plan;

(B) support early learning research activities that could
include determining—

(i) the characteristics of early learning programs
that produce positive developmental outcomes for
young children;

(i1) the effects of program quality standards on
child outcomes;

(iii) the relationships between specific interventions
and types of child and family outcomes;

(iv) the effectiveness of early learning provider
training in raising program quality and improving
child outcomes;

(v) the effectiveness of professional development
strategies in raising program quality and improving
child outcomes; and

(vi) how to improve the school readiness outcomes
of young children who are English learners, children
with special needs, and homeless children, including
evaluation of professional development programs for
working with such children; and
(C) disseminate relevant research findings and best

practices.

(2) Evaluating barriers to improving the quality of early
learning programs serving low-income young children, includ-
ing evaluating barriers to successful interagency collaboration
and coordination, by conducting a review of the statewide stra-
tegic reports developed by State Advisory Councils on Early
Childhood Education and Care and other relevant reports, re-
porting the findings of such review to Congress, and dissemi-
nating relevant research findings and best practices.

SEC. 1133. GREEN RIBBON SCHOOLS.

The Secretary is authorized to identify and recognize exemplary
schools, programs, and individuals. Such recognitions may in-
clude—

(1) a Green Ribbon Schools program, such as the Green
Ribbons School program carried out by the Secretary under sec-
tion 5411(b)(5) as of the day before the date of enactment of the
Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013, that recognizes
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excellence in reducing environmental impact, increasing health
and wellness, and providing sustainability education; and

(2) an award program recognizing excellence exhibited by
classified school employees in the public school system.

Subpart 4—Grants for State Assessments and
Related Activities

SEC. 1141. GRANTS FOR STATE ASSESSMENTS AND RELATED ACTIVI-
TIES.

(a) GRANTS FOR STATE ASSESSMENTS.—From amounts made
available under subsection (c)(1) to carry out this subsection, the
Secretary shall make grants to States—

(1) to enable States to pay the costs of developing, improv-
ing, or administering State assessments and standards con-
sistent with section 1111(a), which may include the cost of
working in voluntary partnerships with other States, at the sole
discretion of each such State; and

(2) in the case of States that have developed the assess-
ments and standards consistent with the requirements of sec-
tion 1111(a), to enable each such State—

(A) to administer such assessments; or
(B) to carry out other activities described in this sec-
tion, which may include—

(i) developing college and career ready State aca-
demic content and student academic achievement
standards and aligned assessments in academic sub-
Jects for which standards and assessments are not re-
quired under section 1111(a);

(i) developing or improving assessments of
English language proficiency necessary to comply with
section 1111(a)2)(D);

(iti) developing multiple measures of student aca-
demic achievement, including measures that assess
higher-order thinking skills and understanding, and
elicit complex student demonstrations or applications
of knowledge and skills to increase the reliability and
validity of State assessment systems;

(iv) developing, enhancing, or administering, in
publicly funded early childhood education programs
and elementary schools, early learning assessments (in-
cluding accommodations to provide access for young
children with disabilities) to improve instruction for
young children;

(v) strengthening the capacity of local educational
agencies and schools to provide all students with the
opportunity to increase educational achievement, in-
cluding carrying out professional development activi-
ties aligned with State student academic achievement
standards and assessments;

(vi) expanding the range, and improving the qual-
ity, of accommodations available to English learners
and students with disabilities to improve the use of
such accommodations, including professional develop-
ment activities;



273

(vii) improving the dissemination of information
about student achievement and school performance to
parents and families, including the development of in-
formation and reporting systems designed to—

(D) identify best educational practices based on
scientifically valid research; or

(II) assist in linking records of student
achievement, length of enrollment, and graduation
over time;

(viit) providing instructional supports, which may
include formative assessments;

(ix) developing computer adaptive assessments that
meet the requirements of section 1111(a);

(x) developing alternate assessments, as described
in section 1111(a)(2)(E), aligned to alternate achieve-
ment standards; and

(xi) providing professional development to local
educational agency staff to transition between assess-
ment systems, including technology for that purpose.

(b) GRANTS FOR ENHANCED ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS.—

(1) GRANT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—From amounts made
available under subsection (c¢)(3) to carry out this subsection,
the Secretary shall award, on a competitive basis, grants to
State educational agencies to enable the State educational agen-
cies to carry out the activities described in paragraph (3).

(2) APPLICATION.—Each State educational agency desiring
to receive a grant under this section shall submit an application
to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and accom-
panied by such information as the Secretary may require.

(3) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Each State educational agen-
¢y that receives a grant under this section shall use the grant
funds to—

(A) enable States, or a consortia of States, to collabo-
rate with institutions of higher education or other organiza-
tions or agencies to improve the quality, validity, and reli-
ability of State academic assessments beyond the require-
ments for such assessments described in section 1111(a)(2);

(B) measure student academic achievement using mul-
tiple measures of student academic achievement from mul-
tiple sources, including measures that assess higher-order
thinking skills and understanding;

(C) chart student progress over time; or

(D) evaluate student academic achievement through the
development of comprehensive academic assessment instru-
ments.

(¢) ALLOTMENT OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), for
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall use the amount of funds
made available for this section for such year or $400,000,000 of
such funds, whichever is less, to—

(A) reserve one-half of 1 percent for the Bureau of In-
dian Education;

d(B) reserve one-half of 1 percent for the outlying areas;
an
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(C) from the amounts remaining after the application
of subparagraphs (A) and (B), allocate to each State, for the
purposes of carrying out the activities under subsection (a),
an amount equal to—

(i) $3,000,000; and

(it) with respect to any amounts remaining after
the allocation is made under clause (i), an amount that
bears the same relationship to such total remaining

amounts as the number of students ages 5 through 17

in the State (as determined by the Secretary on the

basis of the most recent satisfactory data) bears to the
total number of such students in all States.

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014.—For fiscal year
2014, the Secretary shall use not less than $800,000,000 or, if
a lesser amount is made available for this section for such year,
such entire lesser amount, to carry out the requirements of
paragraph (1).

(3) REMAINDER.—Any amounts remaining for a fiscal year
after the Secretary carries out paragraph (1) shall be made
available to award funds to States under subsection (b) accord-
ing to the quality, needs, and scope of the State application
under this section. In determining the grant amount, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that a State’s grant shall include an amount
that bears the same relationship to the total funds available
under this paragraph for the fiscal year as the number of stu-
dents ages 5 through 17 in the State (as determined by the Sec-
retary on the basis of the most recent satisfactory data) bears
to the total number of such students in all States.

(4) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section, the term “State”
means each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the
Commonuwealth of Puerto Rico.

[PART B—STUDENT READING SKILLS
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS]

[Subpart 1—Reading First

[SEC. 1201. PURPOSES.
[The purposes of this subpart are as follows:

[(1) To provide assistance to State educational agencies
and local educational agencies in establishing reading pro-
grams for students in kindergarten through grade 3 that are
based on scientifically based reading research, to ensure that
every student can read at grade level or above not later than
the end of grade 3.

[(2) To provide assistance to State educational agencies
and local educational agencies in preparing teachers, including
special education teachers, through professional development
and other support, so the teachers can identify specific reading
barriers facing their students and so the teachers have the
tools to effectively help their students learn to read.

[(8) To provide assistance to State educational agencies
and local educational agencies in selecting or administering
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screening, diagnostic, and classroom-based instructional read-
ing assessments.

[(4) To provide assistance to State educational agencies
and local educational agencies in selecting or developing effec-
tive instructional materials (including classroom-based mate-
rials to assist teachers in implementing the essential compo-
nents of reading instruction), programs, learning systems, and
strategies to implement methods that have been proven to pre-
vent or remediate reading failure within a State.

[(5) To strengthen coordination among schools, early lit-
eracy programs, and family literacy programs to improve read-
ing achievement for all children.

[SEC. 1202. FORMULA GRANTS TO STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.
[(a) IN GENERAL.—

[(1) AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE GRANTS.—In the case of each
State educational agency that in accordance with section 1203
submits to the Secretary an application for a 6-year period, the
Secretary, from amounts appropriated under section 1002(b)(1)
and subject to the application’s approval, shall make a grant
to the State educational agency for the uses specified in sub-
sections (¢) and (d). For each fiscal year, the funds provided
under the grant shall equal the allotment determined for the
State educational agency under subsection (b).

[(2) DURATION OF GRANTS.—Subject to subsection (e)(3), a
grant under this section shall be awarded for a period of not
more than 6 years.

[(b) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT OF ALLOTMENTS.—

[(1) RESERVATIONS FROM APPROPRIATIONS.—From the total
amount made available to carry out this subpart for a fiscal
year, the Secretary—

[(A) shall reserve one-half of 1 percent for allotments
for the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, to be distributed among these outlying areas on
the basis of their relative need, as determined by the Sec-
retary in accordance with the purposes of this subpart;

[(B) shall reserve one-half of 1 percent for the Sec-
retary of the Interior for programs under this subpart in
?chools operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Af-
airs;

[(C) may reserve not more than 2% percent or
$25,000,000, whichever is less, to carry out section 1205
(relating to external evaluation) and section 1206 (relating
to national activities);

[(D) shall reserve $5,000,000 to carry out sections
1207 and 1224 (relating to information dissemination); and

[(E) for any fiscal year, beginning with fiscal year
2004, for which the amount appropriated to carry out this
subpart exceeds the amount appropriated for fiscal year
2003, shall reserve, to carry out section 1204, the lesser

of—
[() $90,000,000; or
[(i1) 10 percent of such excess amount.
[(2) STATE ALLOTMENTS.—In accordance with paragraph
(8), the Secretary shall allot among each of the States the total
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amount made available to carry out this subpart for any fiscal
year and not reserved under paragraph (1).

[(3) DETERMINATION OF STATE ALLOTMENT AMOUNTS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), the
Secretary shall allot the amount made available under
paragraph (2) for a fiscal year among the States in propor-
tion to the number of children, aged 5 to 17, who reside
within the State and are from families with incomes below
the poverty line for the most recent fiscal year for which
satisfactory data are available, compared to the number of
such individuals who reside in all such States for that fis-
cal year.

[(B) EXCEPTIONS.—

[i) MINIMUM GRANT AMOUNT.—Subject to clause
(i), no State receiving an allotment under subpara-
graph (A) may receive less than one-fourth of 1 per-
cent of the total amount allotted under such subpara-
graph.

[(ii) PUERTO RICO.—The percentage of the amount
allotted under subparagraph (A) that is allotted to the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for a fiscal year may
not exceed the percentage that was received by the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico of the funds allocated to
all States under subpart 2 of part A for the preceding
fiscal year.

[(4) DISTRIBUTION OF SUBGRANTS.—The Secretary may
make a grant to a State educational agency only if the State
educational agency agrees to expend at least 80 percent of the
amount of the funds provided under the grant for the purpose
of making, in accordance with subsection (c), competitive sub-
grants to eligible local educational agencies.

[(5) REALLOTMENT.—If a State educational agency de-
scribed in paragraph (2) does not apply for an allotment under
this section for any fiscal year, or if the State educational
agency’s application is not approved, the Secretary shall reallot
such amount to the remaining State educational agencies in
accordance with paragraph (3).

[(6) DEFINITION OF STATE.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term “State” means each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

[(c) SUBGRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—

[(1) AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE SUBGRANTS.—In accordance
with paragraph (2), a State educational agency that receives a
grant under this section shall make competitive subgrants to
eligible local educational agencies.

[(2) ALLOCATION.—

[(A) MINIMUM SUBGRANT AMOUNT.—In making sub-
grants under paragraph (1), a State educational agency
shall allocate to each eligible local educational agency that
receives such a subgrant, at a minimum, an amount that
bears the same relation to the funds made available under
subsection (b)(4) as the amount the eligible local edu-
cational agency received under part A for the preceding fis-
cal year bears to the amount all the local educational
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agencies in the State received under part A for the pre-

ceding fiscal year.

[(B) PrRIORITY.—In making subgrants under paragraph
(1), a State educational agency shall give priority to eligi-
ble local educational agencies in which at least—

[(i) 15 percent of the children served by the eligi-
ble local educational agency are from families with in-
comes below the poverty line; or

[(Gi) 6,500 children served by the eligible local
educational agency are from families with incomes
below the poverty line.

[(83) NoTiCE.—A State educational agency receiving a
grant under this section shall provide notice to all eligible local
educational agencies in the State of the availability of competi-
tive subgrants under this subsection and of the requirements
for applying for the subgrants.

[(4) LocAL APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a
subgrant under this subsection, an eligible local educational
agency shall submit an application to the State educational
agency at such time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the State educational agency may reasonably re-
quire.

[(5) STATE REQUIREMENT.—In distributing subgrant funds
to eligible local educational agencies under this subsection, a
State educational agency shall—

[(A) provide funds in sufficient size and scope to en-
able the eligible local educational agencies to improve
reading instruction; and

[(B) provide the funds in amounts related to the num-
ber or percentage of students in kindergarten through
grade 3 who are reading below grade level.

[(6) LIMITATION TO CERTAIN SCHOOLS.—In distributing
subgrant funds under this subsection, an eligible local edu-
cational agency shall provide funds only to schools that both—

[(A) are among the schools served by that eligible
local educational agency with the highest percentages or
numbers of students in kindergarten through grade 3
reading below grade level, based on the most currently
available data; and

[(B)i) are identified for school improvement under
section 1116(b); or

[(i1) have the highest percentages or numbers of chil-
dren counted under section 1124(c).

[(7) LOCAL USES OF FUNDS.—

[(A) REQUIRED USES.—Subject to paragraph (8), an eli-
gible local educational agency that receives a subgrant
under this subsection shall use the funds provided under
the subgrant to carry out the following activities:

[(i) Selecting and administering screening, diag-
nostic, and classroom-based instructional reading as-
sessments.

[(ii) Selecting and implementing a learning sys-
tem or program of reading instruction based on sci-
entifically based reading research that—
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[(D) includes the essential components of read-
ing instruction; and

[(II) provides such instruction to the children
in kindergarten through grade 3 in the schools
served by the eligible local educational agency, in-
cluding children who—

[(aa) may have reading difficulties;

[(bb) are at risk of being referred to spe-
cial education based on these difficulties;

[(cc) have been evaluated under section
614 of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act but, in accordance with section
614(b)(5) of that Act, have not been identified
as being a child with a disability (as defined
in section 602 of that Act);

[(dd) are being served under such Act pri-
marily due to being identified as being a child
with a specific learning disability (as defined
in section 602 of that Act) related to reading;

[(ee) are deficient in the essential compo-
nents of reading skills, as listed in subpara-
graphs (A) through (E) of section 1208(3); or

[(ff) are identified as having limited
English proficiency.

[(iii)) Procuring and implementing instructional
materials, including education technology such as soft-
ware and other digital curricula, that are based on sci-
entifically based reading research.

[(iv) Providing professional development for teach-
ers of kindergarten through grade 3, and special edu-
c}a;tion teachers of kindergarten through grade 12,
that—

[(I) will prepare these teachers in all of the
essential components of reading instruction;
[(II) shall include—

[(aa) information on instructional mate-
rials, programs, strategies, and approaches
based on scientifically based reading research,
including early intervention, classroom read-
ing materials, and remedial programs and ap-
proaches; and

[(bb) instruction in the use of screening,
diagnostic, and classroom-based instructional
reading assessments and other procedures
that effectively identify students who may be
at risk for reading failure or who are having
difficulty reading;

[(ITT) shall be provided by eligible professional
development providers; and

[(IV) will assist teachers in becoming highly
qualified in reading instruction in accordance with

the requirements of section 1119.

[(v) Collecting and summarizing data—

[(D) to document the effectiveness of activities
carried out under this subpart in individual
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schools and in the local educational agency as a
whole; and

[(I) to stimulate and accelerate improvement
by identifying the schools that produce significant
gains in reading achievement.

[(vi) Reporting data for all students and cat-
egories of  students  described in  section
1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II).

[(vii) Promoting reading and library programs
that provide access to engaging reading material, in-
cluding coordination with programs funded through
grants received under subpart 4, where applicable.
[(B) ADDITIONAL USES.—Subject to paragraph (8), an

eligible local educational agency that receives a subgrant

under this subsection may use the funds provided under
the subgrant to carry out the following activities:

[(i) Humanities-based family literacy programs
(which may be referred to as “Prime Time Family
Reading Time”) that bond families around the acts of
reading and using public libraries.

[(i1) Providing training in the essential compo-
nents of reading instruction to a parent or other indi-
vidual who volunteers to be a student’s reading tutor,
to enable such parent or individual to support instruc-
tional practices that are based on scientifically based
reading research and are being used by the student’s
teacher.

[(iii) Assisting parents, through the use of mate-
rials and reading programs, strategies, and ap-
proaches (including family literacy services) that are
based on scientifically based reading research, to en-
courage reading and support their child’s reading de-
velopment.

[(8) LOCAL PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION.—An eligible
local educational agency that receives a subgrant under this
subsection may use not more than 3.5 percent of the funds pro-
vided under the subgrant for planning and administration.

[(d) StATE USES OF FUNDS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agency that re-
ceives a grant under this section may expend not more than
a total of 20 percent of the grant funds to carry out the activi-
ties described in paragraphs (3), (4), and (5).

[(2) PrIORITY.—A State educational agency shall give pri-
ority to carrying out the activities described in paragraphs (3),
(4), and (5) for schools described in subsection (¢)(6).

[(3) PROFESSIONAL INSERVICE AND PRESERVICE DEVELOP-
MENT AND REVIEW.—A State educational agency may expend
not more than 65 percent of the amount of the funds made
available under paragraph (1)—

[(A) to develop and implement a program of profes-
sional development for teachers, including special edu-
cation teachers, of kindergarten through grade 3 that—

[(i) will prepare these teachers in all the essential
components of reading instruction;

[(i1) shall include—
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[I) information on instructional materials,
programs, strategies, and approaches based on sci-
entifically based reading research, including early
intervention and reading remediation materials,
programs, and approaches; and

[(II) instruction in the use of screening, diag-
nostic, and classroom-based instructional reading
assessments and other scientifically based proce-
dures that effectively identify students who may
be at risk for reading failure or who are having
difficulty reading; and
[(ii) shall be provided by eligible professional de-

velopment providers;

[(B) to strengthen and enhance preservice courses for
students preparing, at all public institutions of higher edu-
cation in the State, to teach kindergarten through grade 3
by—

[(i) reviewing such courses to determine whether
the courses’ content is consistent with the findings of
the most current scientifically based reading research,
including findings on the essential components of
reading instruction;

[(ii) following up such reviews with recommenda-
tions to ensure that such institutions offer courses
that meet the highest standards; and

[(iii) preparing a report on the results of such re-
views, submitting the report to the reading and lit-
eracy partnership for the State established under sec-
tion 1203(d), and making the report available for pub-
lic review by means of the Internet; and
[(C) to make recommendations on how the State licen-

sure and certification standards in the area of reading

might be improved.

[(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES AND SCHOOLS.—A State educational agency may ex-
pend not more than 25 percent of the amount of the funds
made available under paragraph (1) for one or more of the fol-
lowing:

[(A) Assisting local educational agencies in accom-
plishing the tasks required to design and implement a pro-
gram under this subpart, including—

[(i) selecting and implementing a program or pro-
grams of reading instruction based on scientifically
based reading research;

[(ii) selecting screening, diagnostic, and class-
room-based instructional reading assessments; and

[(iii) identifying eligible professional development
providers to help prepare reading teachers to teach
students using the programs and assessments de-
scribed in clauses (1) and (ii).

[(B) Providing expanded opportunities to students in
kindergarten through grade 3 who are served by eligible
local educational agencies for receiving reading assistance
from alternative providers that includes—
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[(i) screening, diagnostic, and classroom-based in-
structional reading assessments; and

[(ii)) as need is indicated by the assessments
under clause (i), instruction based on scientifically
based reading research that includes the essential
components of reading instruction.

[(5) PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION, AND REPORTING.—

[(A) EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS.—A State educational
agency may expend not more than 10 percent of the
amount of funds made available under paragraph (1) for
the activities described in this paragraph.

[(B) PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION.—A State edu-
cational agency that receives a grant under this section
may expend funds made available under subparagraph (A)
for planning and administration relating to the State uses
of funds authorized under this subpart, including the fol-
lowing:

[(i) Administering the distribution of competitive
subgrants to eligible local educational agencies under
subsection (¢) and section 1204(d).

[(ii) Assessing and evaluating, on a regular basis,
eligible local educational agency activities assisted
under this subpart, with respect to whether they have
been effective in increasing the number of children in
grades 1, 2, and 3 served under this subpart who can
read at or above grade level.

[(C) ANNUAL REPORTING.—

[(i) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agency that
receives a grant under this section shall expend funds
made available under subparagraph (A) to provide the
Secretary annually with a report on the implementa-
tion of this subpart.

[(ii)) INFORMATION INCLUDED.—Each report under
this subparagraph shall include information on the fol-
lowing:

[(I) Evidence that the State educational agen-
cy is fulfilling its obligations under this subpart.

[(II) Specific identification of those schools
and local educational agencies that report the
largest gains in reading achievement.

[(III) The progress the State educational
agency and local educational agencies within the
State are making in reducing the number of stu-
dents served under this subpart in grades 1, 2,
and 3 who are reading below grade level, as dem-
onstrated by such information as teacher reports
and school evaluations of mastery of the essential
components of reading instruction.

[(IV) Evidence on whether the State edu-
cational agency and local educational agencies
within the State have significantly increased the
number of students reading at grade level or
above, significantly increased the percentages of
students described in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II)
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who are reading at grade level or above, and suc-

cessfully implemented this subpart.

[(iii) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—Data in the report
shall be reported in a manner that protects the pri-
vacy of individuals.

[Gv) CoONTRACT.—To the extent practicable, a
State educational agency shall enter into a contract
with an entity that conducts scientifically based read-
ing research, under which contract the entity will as-
sist the State educational agency in producing the re-
ports required to be submitted under this subpara-
graph.

[(e) REVIEW.—

[(1) PROGRESS REPORT.—

[(A) SuBMISSION.—Not later than 60 days after the
termination of the third year of the grant period, each
State educational agency receiving a grant under this sec-
tion shall submit a progress report to the Secretary.

[(B) INFORMATION INCLUDED.—The progress report
shall include information on the progress the State edu-
cational agency and local educational agencies within the
State are making in reducing the number of students
served under this subpart in grades 1, 2, and 3 who are
reading below grade level (as demonstrated by such infor-
mation as teacher reports and school evaluations of mas-
tery of the essential components of reading instruction).
The report shall also include evidence from the State edu-
cational agency and local educational agencies within the
State that the State educational agency and the local edu-
cational agencies have significantly increased the number
of students reading at grade level or above, significantly
increased the percentages of students described in section
1111(b)2)C)(v)II) who are reading at grade level or
above, and successfully implemented this subpart.

[(2) PEER REVIEW.—The progress report described in para-
graph (1) shall be reviewed by the peer review panel convened
under section 1203(c)(2).

[(3) CONSEQUENCES OF INSUFFICIENT PROGRESS.—After
submission of the progress report described in paragraph (1),
if the Secretary determines that the State educational agency
is not making significant progress in meeting the purposes of
this subpart, the Secretary may withhold from the State edu-
cational agency, in whole or in part, further payments under
this section in accordance with section 455 of the General Edu-
cation Provisions Act or take such other action authorized by
law as the Secretary determines necessary, including providing
technical assistance upon request of the State educational
agency.

[(f) FuNDs NOT USED FOR STATE LEVEL ACTIVITIES.—Any por-
tion of funds described in subsection (d)(1) that a State educational
agency does not expend in accordance with subsection (d)(1) shall
be expended for the purpose of making subgrants in accordance
with subsection (c).

[(g) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—A State or local educational
agency shall use funds received under this subpart only to supple-



283

ment the level of non-Federal funds that, in the absence of funds
under this subpart, would be expended for activities authorized
under this subpart, and not to supplant those non-Federal funds.

[SEC. 1203. STATE FORMULA GRANT APPLICATIONS.
[(a) APPLICATIONS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agency that desires
to receive a grant under section 1202 shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time and in such form as the Sec-
retary may require. The application shall contain the informa-
tion described in subsection (b).

[(2) SPECIAL APPLICATION PROVISIONS.—For those State
educational agencies that have received a grant under part C
of title II (as such part was in effect on the day before the date
of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001), the Sec-
retary shall establish a modified set of requirements for an ap-
plication under this section that takes into account the infor-
mation already submitted and approved under that program
and minimizes the duplication of effort on the part of such
State educational agencies.

[(b) CONTENTS.—An application under this section shall con-
tain the following:

[(1) An assurance that the Governor of the State, in con-
sultation with the State educational agency, has established a
reading and literacy partnership described in subsection (d),
and a description of how such partnership—

[(A) coordinated the development of the application;
and

[(B) will assist in the oversight and evaluation of the
State educational agency’s activities under this subpart.
[(2) A description, if applicable, of the State’s strategy to

expand, continue, or modify activities authorized under part C
of title II (as such part was in effect on the day before the date
of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001).

[(3) An assurance that the State educational agency, and
any local educational agencies receiving a subgrant from that
State educational agency under section 1202, will, if requested,
participate in the external evaluation under section 1205.

[(4) A State educational agency plan containing a descrip-
tion of the following:

[(A) How the State educational agency will assist local
educational agencies in identifying screening, diagnostic,
and classroom-based instructional reading assessments.

[(B) How the State educational agency will assist local
educational agencies in identifying instructional materials,
programs, strategies, and approaches, based on scientif-
ically based reading research, including early intervention
and reading remediation materials, programs, and ap-
proaches.

[(C) How the State educational agency will ensure
that professional development activities related to reading
instruction and provided under section 1202 are—

[(i) coordinated with other Federal, State, and
local level funds, and used effectively to improve in-
structional practices for reading; and
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[(ii)) based on scientifically based reading re-
search.

[(D) How the activities assisted under section 1202
will address the needs of teachers and other instructional
staff in implementing the essential components of reading
instruction.

[(E) How subgrants made by the State educational
agency under section 1202 will meet the requirements of
section 1202, including how the State educational agency
will ensure that eligible local educational agencies receiv-
ing subgrants under section 1202 will use practices based
on scientifically based reading research.

[(F) How the State educational agency will, to the ex-
tent practicable, make grants to eligible local educational
agencies in both rural and urban areas.

[(G) How the State educational agency will build on,
and promote coordination among literacy programs in the
State (including federally funded programs such as pro-
grams under the Adult Education and Family Literacy
Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and
subpart 2), to increase the effectiveness of the programs in
improving reading for adults and children and to avoid du-
plication of the efforts of the program.

[(H) How the State educational agency will assess and
evaluate, on a regular basis, eligible local educational
agency activities assisted under section 1202, with respect
to whether the activities have been effective in achieving
the purposes of section 1202.

[(I) Any other information that the Secretary may rea-
sonably require.

[(c) APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall approve an applica-
tion of a State educational agency under this section only if
such application meets the requirements of this section.

[(2) PEER REVIEW.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation with
the National Institute for Literacy, shall convene a panel
to evaluate applications under this section. At a minimum,
the panel shall include—

[(i) three individuals selected by the Secretary;

[(ii) three individuals selected by the National In-
stitute for Literacy;

[(iii) three individuals selected by the National
Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences;
and

[(iv) three individuals selected by the Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development.

[(B) EXPERTS.—The panel shall include—

[(i) experts who are competent, by virtue of their
training, expertise, or experience, to evaluate applica-
tions under this section;

[(i) experts who provide professional development
to individuals who teach reading to children and
adults based on scientifically based reading research;
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[(iii) experts who provide professional develop-
ment to other instructional staff based on scientifically
based reading research; and

[(iv) an individual who has expertise in screening,
diagnostic, and classroom-based instructional reading
assessments.

[(C) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The panel shall recommend
grant applications from State educational agencies under
this section to the Secretary for funding or for disapproval.

[(d) READING AND LITERACY PARTNERSHIPS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—For a State educational agency to re-
ceive a grant under section 1202, the Governor of the State, in
consultation with the State educational agency, shall establish
a reading and literacy partnership.

[(2) REQUIRED PARTICIPANTS.—The reading and literacy
partnership shall include the following participants:

[(A) The Governor of the State.

[(B) The chief State school officer.

[(C) The chairman and the ranking member of each
committee of the State legislature that is responsible for
education policy.

[(D) A representative, selected jointly by the Governor
and the chief State school officer, of at least one eligible
local educational agency.

[(E) A representative, selected jointly by the Governor
and the chief State school officer, of a community-based or-
ganization working with children to improve their reading
skills, particularly a community-based organization using
tutors and scientifically based reading research.

[(F) State directors of appropriate Federal or State
programs with a strong reading component, selected jointly
by the Governor and the chief State school officer.

[(G) A parent of a public or private school student or
a parent who educates the parent’s child in the parent’s
home, selected jointly by the Governor and the chief State
school officer.

[(H) A teacher, who may be a special education teach-
er, who successfully teaches reading, and another instruc-
tional staff member, selected jointly by the Governor and
the chief State school officer.

[(I) A family literacy service provider selected jointly
by the Governor and the chief State school officer.

[(3) OPTIONAL PARTICIPANTS.—The reading and literacy
partnership may include additional participants, who shall be
selected jointly by the Governor and the chief State school offi-
cer, and who may include a representative of—

[(A) an institution of higher education operating a
program of teacher preparation in the State that is based
on scientifically based reading research;

[(B) a local educational agency;

[(C) a private nonprofit or for-profit eligible profes-
sional development provider providing instruction based on
scientifically based reading research;

[(D) an adult education provider;
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[(E) a volunteer organization that is involved in read-
ing programs; or

[(F) a school library or a public library that offers
reading or literacy programs for children or families.

[(4) PREEXISTING PARTNERSHIP.—If, before the date of en-
actment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, a State edu-
cational agency established a consortium, partnership, or any
other similar body that was considered a reading and literacy
partnership for purposes of part C of title II of this Act (as
such part was in effect on the day before the date of enactment
of No Child Left Behind Act of 2001), that consortium, partner-
ship, or body may be considered a reading and literacy partner-
ship for purposes of this subsection consistent with the provi-
sions of this subpart.

[SEC. 1204. TARGETED ASSISTANCE GRANTS.

[(a) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR AWARDING TARGETED ASSIST-
ANCE GRANTS TO STATES.—Beginning with fiscal year 2004, from
funds appropriated under section 1202(b)(1)(E), the Secretary shall
make grants, on a competitive basis, to those State educational
agencies that—

[(1) for each of 2 consecutive years, demonstrate that an
increasing percentage of third graders in each of the groups de-
scribed in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II) in the schools served by
the local educational agencies receiving funds under section
1202 are reaching the proficient level in reading; and

[(2) for each of the same such consecutive 2 years, dem-
onstrate that schools receiving funds under section 1202 are
improving the reading skills of students in grades 1, 2, and 3
based on screening, diagnostic, and classroom-based instruc-
tional reading assessments.

[(b) CONTINUATION OF PERFORMANCE AWARDS.—For any State
educational agency that receives a competitive grant under this
section, the Secretary shall make an award for each of the suc-
ceeding years that the State educational agency demonstrates it is
continuing to meet the criteria described in subsection (a).

[(c) DISTRIBUTION OF TARGETED ASSISTANCE GRANTS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make a grant to
each State educational agency with an application approved
under this section in an amount that bears the same relation
to the amount made available to carry out this section for a fis-
cal year as the number of children counted under section
1124(c) for the State bears to the number of such children so
counted for all States with applications approved for that year.

[(2) PEER REVIEW.—The peer review panel convened under
section 1203(c)(2) shall review the applications submitted
under this subsection. The panel shall recommend such appli-
cations to the Secretary for funding or for disapproval.

[(3) APPLICATION CONTENTS.—A State educational agency
that desires to receive a grant under this section shall submit
an application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner,
and accompanied by such information as the Secretary may re-
quire. Each such application shall include the following:

[(A) Evidence that the State educational agency has

carried out its obligations under section 1203.
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[(B) Evidence that the State educational agency has
met the criteria described in subsection (a).

[(C) The amount of funds requested by the State edu-
cational agency and a description of the criteria the State
educational agency intends to use in distributing sub-
grants to eligible local educational agencies under this sec-
tion to continue or expand activities under subsection
(d)(5).

[(D) Evidence that the State educational agency has
increased significantly the percentage of students reading
at grade level or above.

[(E) Any additional evidence that demonstrates suc-
cess in the implementation of this section.

[(d) SUBGRANTS TO ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make a grant to a
State educational agency under this section only if the State
educational agency agrees to expend 100 percent of the amount
of the funds provided under the grant for the purpose of mak-
ing competitive subgrants in accordance with this subsection to
eligible local educational agencies.

[(2) NoTiCE.—A State educational agency receiving a
grant under this section shall provide notice to all local edu-
cational agencies in the State of the availability of competitive
subgrants under this subsection and of the requirements for
applying for the subgrants.

[(3) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a subgrant
under this subsection, an eligible local educational agency shall
submit an application to the State educational agency at such
time, in such manner, and containing such information as the
State educational agency may reasonably require.

[(4) DISTRIBUTION.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agency shall
distribute subgrants under this section through a competi-
tive process based on relative need of eligible local edu-
cational agencies and the evidence described in this para-
graph.

[(B) EVIDENCE USED IN ALL YEARS.—For all fiscal
years, a State educational agency shall distribute sub-
grants under this section based on evidence that an eligi-
ble local educational agency—

[(i) satisfies the requirements of section
1202(c)(4);

[(ii) will carry out its obligations under this sub-
part;

[(ii) will work with other local educational agen-
cies in the State that have not received a subgrant
under this subsection to assist such nonreceiving
agencies in increasing the reading achievement of stu-
dents; and

[(iv) is meeting the criteria described in sub-
section (a).

[(5) LoCAL USES OF FUNDS.—An eligible local educational
agency that receives a subgrant under this subsection—
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[(A) shall use the funds provided under the subgrant
to carry out the activities described in section
1202(c)(7)(A); and

[(B) may use such funds to carry out the activities de-
scribed in section 1202(c)(7)(B).

[SEC. 1205. EXTERNAL EVALUATION.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—From funds reserved under section
1202(b)(1)(C), the Secretary shall contract with an independent or-
ganization outside of the Department for a 5-year, rigorous, sci-
entifically valid, quantitative evaluation of this subpart.

[(b) PrROCESS.—The evaluation under subsection (a) shall be
conducted by an organization that is capable of designing and car-
rying out an independent evaluation that identifies the effects of
specific activities carried out by State educational agencies and
local educational agencies under this subpart on improving reading
instruction. Such evaluation shall take into account factors influ-
encing student performance that are not controlled by teachers or
education administrators.

[(c) ANALYSIS.—The evaluation under subsection (a) shall in-
clude the following:

[(1) An analysis of the relationship between each of the es-
sential components of reading instruction and overall reading
proficiency.

[(2) An analysis of whether assessment tools used by State
educational agencies and local educational agencies measure
the essential components of reading.

[(3) An analysis of how State reading standards correlate
with the essential components of reading instruction.

[(4) An analysis of whether the receipt of a targeted as-
sistance grant under section 1204 results in an increase in the
number of children who read proficiently.

[(5) A measurement of the extent to which specific instruc-
tional materials improve reading proficiency.

[(6) A measurement of the extent to which specific screen-
ing, diagnostic, and classroom-based instructional reading as-
sessments assist teachers in identifying specific reading defi-
ciencies.

[(7) A measurement of the extent to which professional de-
velopment programs implemented by State educational agen-
cies using funds received under this subpart improve reading
instruction.

[(8) A measurement of how well students preparing to
enter the teaching profession are prepared to teach the essen-
tial components of reading instruction.

[(9) An analysis of changes in students’ interest in reading
and time spent reading outside of school.

[(10) Any other analysis or measurement pertinent to this
subpart that is determined to be appropriate by the Secretary.
[(d) PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT.—The findings of the evaluation

conducted under this section shall be provided to State educational
agencies and local educational agencies on a periodic basis for use
in program improvement.
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[SEC. 1206. NATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
[From funds reserved under section 1202(b)(1)(C), the Sec-
retary—

[(1) may provide technical assistance in achieving the pur-
poses of this subpart to State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, and schools requesting such assistance;

[(2) shall, at a minimum, evaluate the impact of services
provided to children under this subpart with respect to their
referral to, and eligibility for, special education services under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (based on their
difficulties learning to read); and

(3) shall carry out the external evaluation as described in
section 1205.

[SEC. 1207. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—From funds reserved under section
1202(b)(1)(D), the National Institute for Literacy, in collaboration
with the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, and the Director of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver
I\Latlilonal Institute of Child Health and Human Development
shall—

[(1) disseminate information on scientifically based read-
ing research pertaining to children, youth, and adults;

[(2) identify and disseminate information about schools,
local educational agencies, and State educational agencies that
have effectively developed and implemented classroom reading
programs that meet the requirements of this subpart, includ-
ing those State educational agencies, local educational agen-
cies, and schools that have been identified as effective through
the evaluation and peer review provisions of this subpart; and

[(3) support the continued identification and dissemination
of information on reading programs that contain the essential
components of reading instruction as supported by scientif-
ically based reading research, that can lead to improved read-
ing outcomes for children, youth, and adults.

[(b) DISSEMINATION AND COORDINATION.—At a minimum, the
National Institute for Literacy shall disseminate the information
described in subsection (a) to—

[(1) recipients of Federal financial assistance under this
title, title III, the Head Start Act, the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act, and the Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Act; and

[(2) each Bureau funded school (as defined in section 1141
of the Education Amendments of 1978).

[(c) USE OF EXISTING NETWORKS.—In carrying out this section,
the National Institute for Literacy shall, to the extent practicable,
use existing information and dissemination networks developed
and maintained through other public and private entities including
through the Department and the National Center for Family Lit-
eracy.

[(d) NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR LITERACY.—For purposes of
funds reserved under section 1202(b)(1)(D) to carry out this section,
the National Institute for Literacy shall administer such funds in
accordance with section 242(b) of Public Law 105-220 (relating to
the establishment and administration of the National Institute for
Literacy).
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[SEC. 1208. DEFINITIONS.
In this subpart:

[(1) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term “eli-
gible local educational agency” means a local educational agen-
cy that—

[(A) is among the local educational agencies in the

State with the highest numbers or percentages of students

in kindergarten through grade 3 reading below grade level,

based on the most currently available data; and
[(B) has—

[(i) jurisdiction over a geographic area that in-
cludes an area designated as an empowerment zone,
or an enterprise community, under part I of sub-
chapter U of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986;

[(ii) jurisdiction over a significant number or per-
centage of schools that are identified for school im-
provement under section 1116(b); or

[(iii) the highest numbers or percentages of chil-
dren who are counted under section 1124(c), in com-
parison to other local educational agencies in the
State.

[(2) ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDER.—
The term “eligible professional development provider” means a
provider of professional development in reading instruction to
teachers, including special education teachers, that is based on
scientifically based reading research.

[(3) ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF READING INSTRUCTION.—
The term “essential components of reading instruction” means
explicit and systematic instruction in—

[(A) phonemic awareness;
[(B) phonics;
[(C) vocabulary development;
[(D) reading fluency, including oral reading skills; and
[(E) reading comprehension strategies.
[(4) INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF.—The term “instructional

[(A) means individuals who have responsibility for
teaching children to read; and

[(B) includes principals, teachers, supervisors of in-
struction, librarians, library school media specialists,
teachers of academic subjects other than reading, and
other individuals who have responsibility for assisting chil-
dren to learn to read.

[(5) READING.—The term “reading” means a complex sys-
tem of deriving meaning from print that requires all of the fol-
lowing:

[(A) The skills and knowledge to understand how pho-
nemes, or speech sounds, are connected to print.

[(B) The ability to decode unfamiliar words.

[(C) The ability to read fluently.

[(D) Sufficient background information and vocabu-
lary to foster reading comprehension.

[(E) The development of appropriate active strategies
to construct meaning from print.
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[(F) The development and maintenance of a motiva-
tion to read.

[(6) SCIENTIFICALLY BASED READING RESEARCH.—The term
“scientifically based reading research” means research that—

[(A) applies rigorous, systematic, and objective proce-
dures to obtain valid knowledge relevant to reading devel-
opment, reading instruction, and reading difficulties; and

[(B) includes research that—

[i) employs systematic, empirical methods that
draw on observation or experiment;

[(ii) involves rigorous data analyses that are ade-
quate to test the stated hypotheses and justify the
general conclusions drawn;

[(iii)) relies on measurements or observational
methods that provide valid data across evaluators and
observers and across multiple measurements and ob-
servations; and

[(iv) has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal
or approved by a panel of independent experts through
a comparably rigorous, objective, and scientific review.

[(7) SCREENING, DIAGNOSTIC, AND CLASSROOM-BASED IN-
STRUCTIONAL READING ASSESSMENTS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “screening, diagnostic,
and classroom-based instructional reading assessments”
means—

[(i) screening reading assessments;

[(ii) diagnostic reading assessments; and

[(iii) classroom-based instructional reading assess-
ments.

[(B) SCREENING READING ASSESSMENT.—The term
“screening reading assessment” means an assessment that
is—

[G) valid, reliable, and based on scientifically
based reading research; and

[(ii) a brief procedure designed as a first step in
identifying children who may be at high risk for de-
layed development or academic failure and in need of
further diagnosis of their need for special services or
additional reading instruction.

[(C) DIAGNOSTIC READING ASSESSMENT.—The term “di-
agnostic reading assessment” means an assessment that
is—

[(i) valid, reliable, and based on scientifically
based reading research; and

[(ii) used for the purpose of—

[(I) identifying a child’s specific areas of
strengths and weaknesses so that the child has
learned to read by the end of grade 3;

[(II) determining any difficulties that a child
may have in learning to read and the potential
cause of such difficulties; and

[(III) helping to determine possible reading
intervention strategies and related special needs.
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[(D) CLASSROOM-BASED INSTRUCTIONAL READING AS-
SESSMENT.—The term “classroom-based instructional read-
ing assessment” means an assessment that—

[(i) evaluates children’s learning based on system-
atic observations by teachers of children performing
academic tasks that are part of their daily classroom
experience; and

[(ii) is used to improve instruction in reading, in-
cluding classroom instruction.

[Subpart 2—Early Reading First

[SEC. 1221. PURPOSES; DEFINITIONS.
[(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this subpart are as follows:

[(1) To support local efforts to enhance the early language,
literacy, and prereading development of preschool age children,
particularly those from low-income families, through strategies
and professional development that are based on scientifically
based reading research.

[(2) To provide preschool age children with cognitive learn-
ing opportunities in high-quality language and literature-rich
environments, so that the children can attain the fundamental
knowledge and skills necessary for optimal reading develop-
ment in kindergarten and beyond.

[(3) To demonstrate language and literacy activities based
on scientifically based reading research that supports the age-
appropriate development of—

[(A) recognition, leading to automatic recognition, of
letters of the alphabet;

[(B) knowledge of letter sounds, the blending of
sounds, and the use of increasingly complex vocabulary;

[(C) an understanding that written language is com-
posed of phonemes and letters each representing one or
more speech sounds that in combination make up sylla-
bles, words, and sentences;

[(D) spoken language, including vocabulary and oral
comprehension abilities; and

[(E) knowledge of the purposes and conventions of
print.

[(4) To use screening assessments to effectively identify
preschool age children who may be at risk for reading failure.

[(5) To integrate such scientific reading research-based in-
structional materials and literacy activities with existing pro-
grams of preschools, child care agencies and programs, Head
Start centers, and family literacy services.

[(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this subpart:

[(1) ELIGIBLE APPLICANT.—The term “eligible applicant”
means—

[(A) one or more local educational agencies that are
eligible to receive a subgrant under subpart 1;

[(B) one or more public or private organizations or
agencies, acting on behalf of one or more programs that
serve preschool age children (such as a program at a Head
Start center, a child care program, or a family literacy pro-
gram), which organizations or agencies shall be located in
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a community served by a local educational agency de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); or

[(C) one or more local educational agencies described
in subparagraph (A) in collaboration with one or more or-

ganizations or agencies described in subparagraph (B).

[(2) SCIENTIFICALLY BASED READING RESEARCH.—The term
“scientifically based reading research” has the same meaning
given to that term in section 1208.

[(3) SCREENING READING ASSESSMENT.—The term “screen-
ing reading assessment” has the same meaning given to that
term in section 1208.

[SEC. 1222. LOCAL EARLY READING FIRST GRANTS.

[(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—From amounts appropriated
under section 1002(b)(2), the Secretary shall award grants, on a
competitive basis, for periods of not more than 6 years, to eligible
applicants to enable the eligible applicants to carry out the author-
ized activities described in subsection (d).

[(b) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible applicant that desires to re-
ceive a grant under this section shall submit an application to the
Secretary, which shall include a description of—

[(1) the programs to be served by the proposed project, in-
cluding demographic and socioeconomic information on the pre-
school age children enrolled in the programs;

[(2) how the proposed project will enhance the school read-
iness of preschool age children in high-quality oral language
and literature-rich environments;

[(3) how the proposed project will prepare and provide on-
going assistance to staff in the programs, through professional
development and other support, to provide high-quality lan-
guage, literacy, and prereading activities using scientifically
based reading research, for preschool age children,;

[(4) how the proposed project will provide services and use
instructional materials that are based on scientifically based
reading research on early language acquisition, prereading ac-
tivities, and the development of spoken vocabulary skills;

[(5) how the proposed project will help staff in the pro-
grams to meet more effectively the diverse needs of preschool
age children in the community, including such children with
limited English proficiency, disabilities, or other special needs;

[(6) how the proposed project will integrate such instruc-
tional materials and literacy activities with existing preschool
programs and family literacy services;

[(7) how the proposed project will help children, particu-
larly children experiencing difficulty with spoken language,
prereading, and early reading skills, to make the transition
from preschool to formal classroom instruction in school,;

[(8) if the eligible applicant has received a subgrant under
subpart 1, how the activities conducted under this subpart will
be coordinated with the eligible applicant’s activities under
subpart 1 at the kindergarten through grade 3 level,

[(9) how the proposed project will evaluate the success of
the activities supported under this subpart in enhancing the
early language, literacy, and prereading development of pre-
school age children served by the project; and

[(10) such other information as the Secretary may require.
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[(c) APPROVAL OF LOCAL APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary shall
select applicants for funding under this subpart based on the qual-
ity of the applications and the recommendations of a peer review
panel convened under section 1203(c)(2), that includes, at a min-
imum, three individuals, selected from the entities described in
clauses (ii), (iii), and (iv) of section 1203(c)(2)(A), who are experts
in early reading development and early childhood development.

[(d) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—An eligible applicant that re-
ceives a grant under this subpart shall use the funds provided
under the grant to carry out the following activities:

[(1) Providing preschool age children with high-quality
oral language and literature-rich environments in which to ac-
quire language and prereading skills.

[(2) Providing professional development that is based on
scientifically based reading research knowledge of early lan-
guage and reading development for the staff of the eligible ap-
plicant and that will assist in developing the preschool age
children’s—

[(A) recognition, leading to automatic recognition, of
letters of the alphabet, knowledge of letters, sounds, blend-
ing of letter sounds, and increasingly complex vocabulary;

[(B) understanding that written language is composed
of phonemes and letters each representing one or more
speech sounds that in combination make up syllables,
words, and sentences;

[(C) spoken language, including vocabulary and oral
comprehension abilities; and

[(D) knowledge of the purposes and conventions of
print.

[(3) Identifying and providing activities and instructional
materials that are based on scientifically based reading re-
search for use in developing the skills and abilities described
in paragraph (2).

[(4) Acquiring, providing training for, and implementing
screening reading assessments or other appropriate measures
that are based on scientifically based reading research to deter-
mine whether preschool age children are developing the skills
described in this subsection.

[(5) Integrating such instructional materials, activities,
tools, and measures into the programs offered by the eligible
applicant.

[(e) AWARD AMOUNTS.—The Secretary may establish a max-
imum award amount, or ranges of award amounts, for grants
under this subpart.

[SEC. 1223. FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION.

[The Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to coordinate the activities under this subpart
with preschool age programs administered by the Department of
Health and Human Services.

[SEC. 1224. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.

[From the funds the National Institute for Literacy receives
under section 1202(b)(1)(D), the National Institute for Literacy, in
consultation with the Secretary, shall disseminate information re-
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garding projects assisted under this subpart that have proven effec-
tive.

[SEC. 1225. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

[Each eligible applicant receiving a grant under this subpart
shall report annually to the Secretary regarding the eligible appli-
cant’s progress in addressing the purposes of this subpart. Such re-
port shall include, at a minimum, a description of—

[(1) the research-based instruction, materials, and activi-
ties being used in the programs funded under the grant;

[(2) the types of programs funded under the grant and the
ages of children served by such programs;

[(3) the qualifications of the program staff who provide
early literacy instruction under such programs and the type of
ongoing professional development provided to such staff; and

[(4) the results of the evaluation described in section
1222(b)(9).

[SEC. 1226. EVALUATION.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—From the total amount made available
under section 1002(b)(2) for the period beginning October 1, 2002,
and ending September 30, 2006, the Secretary shall reserve not
more than $3,000,000 to conduct an independent evaluation of the
effectiveness of this subpart.

[(b) REPORTS.—

[(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2004, the
Secretary shall submit an interim report to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
of the Senate.

[(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 2006,
the Secretary shall submit a final report to the committees de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

[(c) CONTENTS.—The reports submitted under subsection (b)
shall include information on the following:

[(1) How the grant recipients under this subpart are im-
proving the prereading skills of preschool children.

[(2) The effectiveness of the professional development pro-
gram assisted under this subpart.

[(3) How early childhood teachers are being prepared with
scientifically based reading research on early reading develop-
ment.

[(4) What activities and instructional practices are most
effective.

[(5) How prereading instructional materials and literacy
activities based on scientifically based reading research are
being integrated into preschools, child care agencies and pro-
grams, programs carried out under the Head Start Act, and
family literacy programs.

[(6) Any recommendations on strengthening or modifying
this subpart.
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[Subpart 3—William F. Goodling Even Start
Family Literacy Programs]

[SEC. 1231. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.
[It is the purpose of this subpart to help break the cycle of
poverty and illiteracy by—

[(1) improving the educational opportunities of the Na-
tion’s low-income families by integrating early childhood edu-
cation, adult literacy or adult basic education, and parenting
education into a unified family literacy program, to be referred
to as “Even Start”; and

[(2) establishing a program that shall—

[(A) be implemented through cooperative projects that
build on high-quality existing community resources to cre-
ate a new range of services;

[(B) promote the academic achievement of children
and adults;

[(C) assist children and adults from low-income fami-
lies to achieve to challenging State content standards and
challenging State student achievement standards; and

[(D) use instructional programs based on scientifically
based reading research and addressing the prevention of
reading difficulties for children and adults, to the extent
such research is available.

[SEC. 1232. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.
[(a) RESERVATION FOR MIGRANT PROGRAMS, OUTLYING AREAS,
AND INDIAN TRIBES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, the Secretary shall
reserve 5 percent of the amount appropriated under section
1002(b)(3) (or, if such appropriated amount exceeds
$200,000,000, 6 percent of such amount) for programs, under
such terms and conditions as the Secretary shall establish,
that are consistent with the purpose of this subpart, and ac-
cording to their relative needs, for—

[(A) children of migratory workers;
[(B) the outlying areas; and
[(C) Indian tribes and tribal organizations.

[(2) SPECIAL RULE.—After December 21, 2000, the Sec-
retary shall award a grant, on a competitive basis, of sufficient
size and for a period of sufficient duration to demonstrate the
effectiveness of a family literacy program in a prison that
houses women and their preschool age children and that has
the capability of developing a program of high quality.

[(3) COORDINATION OF PROGRAMS FOR AMERICAN INDI-
ANS.—The Secretary shall ensure that programs under para-
graph (1)(C) are coordinated with family literacy programs op-
erated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in order to avoid dupli-
cation and to encourage the dissemination of information on
high-quality family literacy programs serving American Indi-
ans.

[(b) RESERVATION FOR FEDERAL ACTIVITIES.—

[(1) EVALUATION, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, PROGRAM IM-
PROVEMENT, AND REPLICATION ACTIVITIES.—Subject to para-
graph (2), from amounts appropriated under section 1002(b)(3),
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the Secretary may reserve not more than 3 percent of such
amounts for purposes of—

[(A) carrying out the evaluation required by section
1239; and

[(B) providing, through grants or contracts with eligi-
ble organizations, technical assistance, program improve-
ment, and replication activities.

[(2) RESEARCH.—In any fiscal year, if the amount appro-
priated under section 1002(b)(3) for such year—

[(A) is equal to or less than the amount appropriated
for the preceding fiscal year, the Secretary may reserve
from such amount only the amount necessary to continue
multi-year activities carried out pursuant to section
1241(b) that began during or prior to the fiscal year pre-
ceding the fiscal year for which the determination is made;
or

[(B) exceeds the amount appropriated for the pre-
ceding fiscal year, then the Secretary shall reserve from
such excess amount $2,000,000 or 50 percent, whichever is
less, to carry out section 1241(b).

[(c) RESERVATION FOR GRANTS.—
[(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—For any fiscal year for which at
least one State educational agency applies and submits an
application that meets the requirements and goals of this
subsection and for which the amount appropriated under
section 1002(b)(3) exceeds the amount appropriated under
that section for the preceding fiscal year, the Secretary
shall reserve, from the amount of the excess remaining
after the application of subsection (b)(2), the amount of the
remainder or $1,000,000, whichever is less, to award
grants, on a competitive basis, to State educational agen-
cies to enable them to plan and implement statewide fam-
ily literacy initiatives to coordinate and, where appro-
priate, integrate existing Federal, State, and local literacy
resources consistent with the purposes of this subpart.

[(B) COORDINATION AND INTEGRATION.—The coordina-
tion and integration described in subparagraph (A) shall
include coordination and integration of funds available
under the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, the
Head Start Act, this subpart, part A of this title, and part
A of title IV of the Social Security Act.

[(C) RESTRICTION.—No State educational agency may
receive more than one grant under this subsection.

[(2) CONSORTIA.—

[(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—To receive a grant under this
subsection, a State educational agency shall establish a
consortium of State-level programs under the following
provisions of laws:

[(G) This title (other than part D).
[(ii) The Head Start Act.
A [(Gii)) The Adult Education and Family Literacy
ct.
[Gv) All other State-funded preschool programs
and programs providing literacy services to adults.
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[(B) PLAN.—To receive a grant under this subsection,
the consortium established by a State educational agency
shall create a plan to use a portion of the State edu-
cational agency’s resources, derived from the programs re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A), to strengthen and expand
family literacy services in the State.

[(C) COORDINATION WITH SUBPART 1.—The consortium
shall coordinate its activities under this paragraph with
the activities of the reading and literacy partnership for
the State educational agency established under section
1203(d), if the State educational agency receives a grant
under section 1202.

[(3) READING INSTRUCTION.—Statewide family literacy ini-
tiatives implemented under this subsection shall base reading
instruction on scientifically based reading research.

[(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide,
directly or through a grant or contract with an organization
with experience in the development and operation of successful
family literacy services, technical assistance to State edu-
cational agencies receiving a grant under this subsection.

[(5) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall not
make a grant to a State educational agency under this sub-
section unless the State educational agency agrees that, with
respect to the costs to be incurred by the eligible consortium
in carrying out the activities for which the grant was awarded,
the State educational agency will make available non-Federal
contributions in an amount equal to not less than the Federal
funds provided under the grant.

[(d) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY ALLOCATION.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts appropriated under sec-
tion 1002(b)(3) and not reserved under subsection (a), (b), or
(c), the Secretary shall make grants to State educational agen-
cies from allocations under paragraph (2).

[(2) ALLOCATIONS.—Except as provided in paragraph (3),
from the total amount available under paragraph (1) for alloca-
tion to State educational agencies in any fiscal year, each State
educational agency shall be eligible to receive a grant under
paragraph (1) in an amount that bears the same ratio to the
total amount as the amount allocated under part A to that
State educational agency bears to the total amount allocated
under that part to all State educational agencies.

[(3) MiNniMUM.—No State educational agency shall receive
a grant under paragraph (1) in any fiscal year in an amount
that is less than $250,000, or one-half of 1 percent of the
amount appropriated under section 1002(b)(3) and not reserved
under subsections (a), (b), and (c) for such year, whichever is
greater.

[(e) DEFINITIONS.—For the purpose of this subpart—

[(1) the term “eligible entity” means a partnership com-
posed of—

[(A) a local educational agency; and

[(B) a nonprofit community-based organization, a pub-
lic agency other than a local educational agency, an insti-
tution of higher education, or a public or private nonprofit
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organization other than a local educational agency, of dem-

onstrated quality;

[(2) the term “eligible organization” means any public or
private nonprofit organization with a record of providing effec-
tive services to family literacy providers, such as the National
Center for Family Literacy, Parents as Teachers, Inc., the
Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters, and the
Home and School Institute, Inc.;

[(3) the terms “Indian tribe” and “tribal organization”
have the meanings given those terms in section 4 of the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act;

[(4) the term “scientifically based reading research” has
the meaning given that term in section 1208; and

[(5) the term “State” means each of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

[SEC. 1233. STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PROGRAMS.

[(a) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY LEVEL ACTIVITIES.—Each
State educational agency that receives a grant under section
1232(d)(1) may use not more than a total of 6 percent of the grant
funds for the costs of—

[(1) administration, which amount shall not exceed half of
the total,;

[(2) providing, through one or more subgrants or contracts,
technical assistance for program improvement and replication,
to (elzligible entities that receive subgrants under subsection (b);
an

[(3) carrying out sections 1240 and 1234(c).

[(b) SUBGRANTS FOR LOCAL PROGRAMS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency shall use
the grant funds received under section 1232(d)(1) and not re-
served under subsection (a) to award subgrants to eligible enti-
ties to carry out Even Start programs.

[(2) MINIMUM SUBGRANT AMOUNTS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), no State educational agency shall
award a subgrant under paragraph (1) in an amount less
than $75,000.

[(B) SUBGRANTEES IN NINTH AND SUCCEEDING
YEARS.—No State educational agency shall award a
subgrant under paragraph (1) in an amount less than
$52,500 to an eligible entity for a fiscal year to carry out
an Even Start program that is receiving assistance under
this subpart or its predecessor authority for the ninth (or
any subsequent) fiscal year.

[(C) EXCEPTION FOR SINGLE SUBGRANT.—A State edu-
cational agency may award one subgrant in each fiscal
year of sufficient size, scope, and quality to be effective in
an amount less than $75,000 if, after awarding subgrants
under paragraph (1) for that fiscal year in accordance with
subparagraphs (A) and (B), less than $75,000 is available
to the State educational agency to award those subgrants.

[SEC. 1234. USES OF FUNDS.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out an Even Start program
under this subpart, a recipient of funds under this subpart shall
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use those funds to pay the Federal share of the cost of providing
intensive family literacy services that involve parents and children,
from birth through age 7, in a cooperative effort to help parents be-
come full partners in the education of their children and to assist
children in reaching their full potential as learners.

[(b) FEDERAL SHARE LIMITATION.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—

[(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the Federal share under this subpart may not
exceed—

[(i) 90 percent of the total cost of the program in
the first year that the program receives assistance
under this subpart or its predecessor authority;

[(ii) 80 percent in the second year;

[(iii) 70 percent in the third year;

[(iv) 60 percent in the fourth year;

[(v) 50 percent in the fifth, sixth, seventh, and
eighth such years; and

[(vi) 35 percent in any subsequent year.

[(B) REMAINING COST.—The remaining cost of a pro-
gram assisted under this subpart may be provided in cash
or in kind, fairly evaluated, and may be obtained from any
source, including other Federal funds under this Act.

[(2) WAIVER.—The State educational agency may waive, in
whole or in part, the Federal share described in paragraph (1)
for an eligible entity if the entity—

[(A) demonstrates that it otherwise would not be able
to participate in the program assisted under this subpart;
and

[(B) negotiates an agreement with the State edu-
cational agency with respect to the amount of the remain-
ing cost to which the waiver will be applicable.

[(3) PROHIBITION.—Federal funds provided under this sub-
part may not be used for the indirect costs of a program as-
sisted under this subpart, except that the Secretary may waive
this paragraph if an eligible recipient of funds reserved under
section 1232(a)(1)(C) demonstrates to the Secretary’s satisfac-
tion that the recipient otherwise would not be able to partici-
pate in the program assisted under this subpart.

[(c) USE oF FUNDS FOR FAMILY LITERACY SERVICES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agency may use a
portion of funds reserved under section 1233(a), to assist eligi-
ble entities receiving a subgrant under section 1233(b) in im-
proving the quality of family literacy services provided under
Even Start programs under this subpart, except that in no case
may a State educational agency’s use of funds for this purpose
for a fiscal year result in a decrease from the level of activities
and services provided to program participants in the preceding
year.

[(2) PRIORITY.—In carrying out paragraph (1), a State edu-
cational agency shall give priority to programs that were of low
quality, as evaluated based on the indicators of program qual-
ity developed by the State educational agency under section
1240.
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[(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO HELP LOCAL PROGRAMS
RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), a
State educational agency may use the funds referred to in that
paragraph to provide technical assistance to help local pro-
grams of demonstrated effectiveness to access and leverage ad-
ditional funds for the purpose of expanding services and reduc-
ing waiting lists, including requesting and applying for non-
Federal resources.

[(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING.—Assistance
under paragraph (1) shall be in the form of technical assistance
and training, provided by a State educational agency through
a grant, contract, or cooperative agreement with an entity that
has experience in offering high-quality training and technical
assistance to family literacy providers.

[SEC. 1235. PROGRAM ELEMENTS.
[Each program assisted under this subpart shall—

[(1) include the identification and recruitment of families
most in need of services provided under this subpart, as indi-
cated by a low level of income, a low level of adult literacy or
English language proficiency of the eligible parent or parents,
and other need-related indicators;

[(2) include screening and preparation of parents, includ-
ing teenage parents, and children to enable those parents and
children to participate fully in the activities and services pro-
vided under this subpart, including testing, referral to nec-
essary counselling, other developmental and support services,
and related services;

[(3) be designed to accommodate the participants’ work
schedule and other responsibilities, including the provision of
support services, when those services are unavailable from
other sources, necessary for participation in the activities as-
sisted under this subpart, such as—

[(A) scheduling and locating of services to allow joint
participation by parents and children;

[(B) child care for the period that parents are involved
in the program provided under this subpart; and

[(C) transportation for the purpose of enabling parents
and their children to participate in programs authorized by
this subpart;

[(4) include high-quality, intensive instructional programs
that promote adult literacy and empower parents to support
the educational growth of their children, developmentally ap-
propriate early childhood educational services, and preparation
of children for success in regular school programs;

[(5) with respect to the qualifications of staff the cost of
whose salaries are paid, in whole or in part, with Federal
funds provided under this subpart, ensure that—

[(A) not later than December 21, 2004—
[(i) a majority of the individuals providing aca-
demic instruction—

[(I) shall have obtained an associate’s, bach-
elor’s, or graduate degree in a field related to
early childhood education, elementary school or
secc(l)ndary school education, or adult education;
an
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[II) if applicable, shall meet qualifications es-
tablished by the State for early childhood edu-
cation, elementary school or secondary school edu-
cation, or adult education provided as part of an
Even Start program or another family literacy
program;

[(ii) the individual responsible for administration
of family literacy services under this subpart has re-
ceived training in the operation of a family literacy
program; and

[(ii) paraprofessionals who provide support for
academic instruction have a secondary school diploma
or its recognized equivalent; and
[(B) all new personnel hired to provide academic in-

struction—

[G) have obtained an associate’s, bachelor’s, or
graduate degree in a field related to early childhood
education, elementary school or secondary school edu-
cation, or adult education; and

[Gi) if applicable, meet qualifications established
by the State for early childhood education, elementary
school or secondary school education, or adult edu-
cation provided as part of an Even Start program or
another family literacy program,;

[(6) include special training of staff, including child-care
staff, to develop the skills necessary to work with parents and
young children in the full range of instructional services of-
fered through this subpart;

[(7) provide and monitor integrated instructional services
to participating parents and children through home-based pro-
grams;

[(8) operate on a year-round basis, including the provision
of some program services, including instructional and enrich-
ment services, during the summer months;

[(9) be coordinated with—

[(A) other programs assisted under this Act;

[(B) any relevant programs under the Adult Education
and Family Literacy Act, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, and title I of the Workforce Investment Act
of 1998; and

[(C) the Head Start program, volunteer literacy pro-
grams, and other relevant programs;

[(10) use instructional programs based on scientifically
based reading research for children and adults, to the extent
that research is available;

[(11) encourage participating families to attend regularly
and to remain in the program a sufficient time to meet their
program goals;

[(12) include reading-readiness activities for preschool
children based on scientifically based reading research, to the
extent available, to ensure that children enter school ready to
learn to read,;

[(13) if applicable, promote the continuity of family lit-
eracy to ensure that individuals retain and improve their edu-
cational outcomes;
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[(14) ensure that the programs will serve those families
most in need of the activities and services provided by this sub-
part; and

[(15) provide for an independent evaluation of the pro-
gram, to be used for program improvement.

[SEC. 1236. ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.
[(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (b), eligi-
ble participants in an Even Start program are—

[(1) a parent or parents—

[(A) who are eligible for participation in adult edu-
cation and literacy activities under the Adult Education
and Family Literacy Act; or

[(B) who are within the State’s compulsory school at-
tendance age range, so long as a local educational agency
provides (or ensures the availability of) the basic education
component required under this subpart, or who are attend-
ing secondary school; and
[(2) the child or children, from birth through age 7, of any

individual described in paragraph (1).
[(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN OTHER PARTICIPANTS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Family members of eligible participants
described in subsection (a) may participate in activities and
services provided under this subpart, when appropriate to
serve the purpose of this subpart.

[(2) SPECIAL RULE.—Any family participating in a program
assisted under this subpart that becomes ineligible to partici-
pate as a result of one or more members of the family becom-
ing ineligible to participate may continue to participate in the
program until all members of the family become ineligible to
participate, which—

[(A) in the case of a family in which ineligibility was
due to the child or children of the family attaining the age
of 8, shall be in 2 years or when the parent or parents be-
come ineligible due to educational advancement, whichever
occurs first; and

[(B) in the case of a family in which ineligibility was
due to the educational advancement of the parent or par-
ents of the family, shall be when all children in the family
attain the age of 8.

[(3) CHILDREN 8 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.—If an Even
Start program assisted under this subpart collaborates with a
program under part A, and funds received under the part A
program contribute to paying the cost of providing programs
under this subpart to children 8 years of age or older, the Even
Start program may, notwithstanding subsection (a)(2), permit
the participation of children 8 years of age or older if the focus
of the program continues to remain on families with young
children.

[SEC. 1237. APPLICATIONS.

[(a) SUBMISSION.—To be eligible to receive a subgrant under
this subpart, an eligible entity shall submit an application to the
State educational agency in such form and containing or accom-
panied by such information as the State educational agency shall
require.
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[(b) REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION.—Each application shall in-
clude documentation, satisfactory to the State educational agency,
that the eligible entity has the qualified personnel needed—

[(1) to develop, administer, and implement an Even Start
program under this subpart; and

[(2) to provide access to the special training necessary to
prepare staff for the program, which may be offered by an eli-
gible organization.

[(c) PLAN.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The application shall also include a
plan of operation and continuous improvement for the pro-
gram, that includes—

[(A) a description of the program objectives, strategies
to meet those objectives, and how those strategies and ob-
jectives are consistent with the program indicators estab-
lished by the State;

[(B) a description of the activities and services that
will be provided under the program, including a descrip-
tion of how the program will incorporate the program ele-
ments required by section 1235;

[(C) a description of the population to be served and
an estimate of the number of participants to be served;

[(D) as appropriate, a description of the applicant’s
collaborative efforts with institutions of higher education,
community-based organizations, the State educational
agency, private elementary schools, or other eligible orga-
nizations in carrying out the program for which assistance
is sought;

[(E) a statement of the methods that will be used—

[(i) to ensure that the programs will serve fami-
lies most in need of the activities and services pro-
vided by this subpart;

[(i1) to provide services under this subpart to indi-
viduals with special needs, such as individuals with
limited English proficiency and individuals with dis-
abilities; and

[(iii) to encourage participants to remain in the
program for a time sufficient to meet the program’s
purpose;

[(F) a description of how the plan is integrated with
other programs under this Act or other Acts, as appro-
priate; and

[(G) a description of how the plan provides for rig-
orous and objective evaluation of progress toward the pro-
gram objectives described in subparagraph (A) and for con-
tinuing use of evaluation data for program improvement.
[(2) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—Each plan submitted under

paragraph (1) shall—

[(A) remain in effect for the duration of the eligible
entity’s participation under this subpart; and

[(B) be periodically reviewed and revised by the eligi-
ble entity as necessary.

[(d) CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION.—The plan described in sub-
section (c)(1) may be submitted as part of a consolidated applica-
tion under section 9305.
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[SEC. 1238. AWARD OF SUBGRANTS.
[(a) SELECTION PROCESS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The State educational agency shall es-
tablish a review panel in accordance with paragraph (3) that
will approve applications that—

[(A) are most likely to be successful in—

[(i) meeting the purpose of this subpart; and
[(i) effectively implementing the program ele-

ments required under section 1235;

[(B) demonstrate that the area to be served by the
program has a high percentage or a large number of chil-
dren and families who are in need of those services as in-
dicated by high levels of poverty, illiteracy, unemployment,
limited English proficiency, or other need-related indica-
tors, such as a high percentage of children to be served by
the program who reside in a school attendance area served
by a local educational agency eligible for participation in
programs under part A, a high number or percentage of
parents who have been victims of domestic violence, or a
high number or percentage of parents who are receiving
assistance under a State program funded under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

[(C) provide services for at least a 3-year age range,
which may begin at birth;

[(D) demonstrate the greatest possible cooperation
and coordination between a variety of relevant service pro-
viders in all phases of the program;

[(E) include cost-effective budgets, given the scope of
the application;

[(F) demonstrate the applicant’s ability to provide the
non-Federal share required by section 1234(b);

[(G) are representative of urban and rural regions of
the State; and

[(H) show the greatest promise for providing models
that may be adopted by other family literacy projects and
other local educational agencies.

[(2) PRIORITY FOR SUBGRANTS.—The State educational
agency shall give priority for subgrants under this subsection
to applications that—

[(A) target services primarily to families described in
paragraph (1)(B); or

[(B) are located in areas designated as empowerment
zones or enterprise communities.

[(3) REVIEW PANEL.—A review panel shall consist of at
least three members, including one early childhood profes-
sional, one adult education professional, and one individual
with expertise in family literacy programs, and may include
other individuals, such as one or more of the following:

[(A) A representative of a parent-child education orga-
nization.

[(B) A representative of a community-based literacy
organization.

[(C) A member of a local board of education.

[(D) A representative of business and industry with a
commitment to education.
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[(E) An individual who has been involved in the im-
plementation of programs under this title in the State.

[(b) DURATION.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—Subgrants under this subpart may be
awarded for a period not to exceed 4 years.

[(2) STARTUP PERIOD.—The State educational agency may
provide subgrant funds to an eligible recipient, at the recipi-
ent’s request, for a 3- to 6-month start-up period during the
first year of the 4-year grant period, which may include staff
recruitment and training, and the coordination of services, be-
fore requiring full implementation of the program.

[(3) CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY.—In awarding subgrant
funds to continue a program under this subpart after the first
year, the State educational agency shall review the progress of
each eligible entity in meeting the objectives of the program re-
ferred to in section 1237(c)(1)(A) and shall evaluate the pro-
gram based on the indicators of program quality developed by
the State under section 1240.

[(4) INSUFFICIENT PROGRESS.—The State educational agen-
cy may refuse to award subgrant funds to an eligible entity if
the agency finds that the eligible entity has not sufficiently im-
proved the performance of the program, as evaluated based on
the indicators of program quality developed by the State under
section 1240, after—

[(A) providing technical assistance to the eligible enti-
ty; and

[(B) affording the eligible entity notice and an oppor-
tunity for a hearing.

[(5) GRANT RENEWAL.—(A) An eligible entity that has pre-
viously received a subgrant under this subpart may reapply
under this subpart for additional subgrants.

[(B) The Federal share of any subgrant renewed under
subparagraph (A) shall be limited in accordance with section
1234(b).

[SEC. 1239. EVALUATION.

[From funds reserved under section 1232(b)(1), the Secretary
shall provide for an independent evaluation of programs assisted
under this subpart—

[(1) to determine the performance and effectiveness of pro-
grams assisted under this subpart;

[(2) to identify effective Even Start programs assisted
under this subpart that can be duplicated and used in pro-
viding technical assistance to Federal, State, and local pro-
grams; and

[(3) to provide State educational agencies and eligible enti-
ties receiving a subgrant under this subpart, directly or
through a grant or contract with an organization with experi-
ence in the development and operation of successful family lit-
eracy services, technical assistance to ensure that local evalua-
tions undertaken under section 1235(15) provide accurate in-
formation on the effectiveness of programs assisted under this
subpart.
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[SEC. 1240. INDICATORS OF PROGRAM QUALITY.

[Each State educational agency receiving funds under this
subpart shall develop, based on the best available research and
evaluation data, indicators of program quality for programs as-
sisted under this subpart. The indicators shall be used to monitor,
evaluate, and improve those programs within the State. The indica-
tors shall include the following:

[(1) With respect to eligible participants in a program who
are adults—

[(A) achievement in the areas of reading, writing,
English-language acquisition, problem solving, and
numeracy;

[(B) receipt of a secondary school diploma or a general
equivalency diploma (GED);

[(C) entry into a postsecondary school, job retraining
program, or employment or career advancement, including
the military; and

[(D) such other indicators as the State may develop.
[(2) With respect to eligible participants in a program who

are children—

[(A) improvement in ability to read on grade level or
reading readiness;

[(B) school attendance;

[(C) grade retention and promotion; and

[(D) such other indicators as the State may develop.

[SEC. 1241. RESEARCH.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry out, through
grant or contract, research into the components of successful family
literacy services, in order to—

[(1) improve the quality of existing programs assisted
under this subpart or other family literacy programs carried
out under this Act or the Adult Education and Family Literacy
Act; and

[(2) develop models for new programs to be carried out
under this Act or the Adult Education and Family Literacy
Act.

[(b) SCIENTIFICALLY BASED RESEARCH ON FAMILY LITERACY.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts reserved under section
1232(b)(2), the National Institute for Literacy, in consultation
with the Secretary, shall carry out research that—

[(A) is scientifically based reading research; and
[(B) determines—

[(i) the most effective ways of improving the lit-
eracy skills of adults with reading difficulties; and

[(i1)) how family literacy services can best provide
parents with the knowledge and skills the parents
need to support their children’s literacy development.

[(2) USE or EXPERT ENTITY.—The National Institute for
Literacy, in consultation with the Secretary, shall carry out the
research under paragraph (1) through an entity, including a
Federal agency, that has expertise in carrying out longitudinal
studies of the development of literacy skills in children and has
developed effective interventions to help children with reading
difficulties.
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[(c) DISSEMINATION.—The National Institute for Literacy shall
disseminate, pursuant to section 1207, the results of the research
described in subsections (a) and (b) to State educational agencies
and recipients of subgrants under this subpart.

[SEC. 1242. CONSTRUCTION.

[Nothing in this subpart shall be construed to prohibit a re-
cipient of funds under this subpart from serving students partici-
pating in Even Start simultaneously with students with similar
educational needs, in the same educational settings where appro-
priate.

[Subpart 4—Improving Literacy Through School
Libraries

[SEC. 1251. IMPROVING LITERACY THROUGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

[(a) PURPOSES.—The purpose of this subpart is to improve lit-
eracy skills and academic achievement of students by providing
students with increased access to up-to-date school library mate-
rials, a well-equipped, technologically advanced school library
media center, and well-trained, professionally certified school li-
brary media specialists.

[(b) RESERVATION.—From the funds appropriated under sec-
tion 1002(b)(4) for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall reserve—

[(1) one-half of 1 percent to award assistance under this
section to the Bureau of Indian Affairs to carry out activities
consistent with the purpose of this subpart; and

[(2) one-half of 1 percent to award assistance under this
section to the outlying areas according to their respective needs
for assistance under this subpart.

[(c) GRANTS.—

[(1) COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.—If the amount of funds appropriated under section
1002(b)(4) for a fiscal year is less than $100,000,000, then the
Secretary shall award grants, on a competitive basis, to eligible
local educational agencies under subsection (e).

[(2) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.—If the amount of funds
appropriated under section 1002(b)(4) for a fiscal year equals
or exceeds $100,000,000, then the Secretary shall award grants
to State educational agencies from allotments under subsection
(d).

[(3) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
cY.—In this section the term “eligible local educational agency”
means—

[(A) in the case of a local educational agency receiving
assistance made available under paragraph (1), a local
educational agency in which 20 percent of the students
served by the local educational agency are from families
with incomes below the poverty line; and

[(B) in the case of a local educational agency receiving
assistance from State allocations made available under
paragraph (2), a local educational agency in which—

[(i) 15 percent of the students who are served by
the local educational agency are from such families; or
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[(ii) the percentage of students from such families
who are served by the local educational agency is
greater than the statewide percentage of children from
such families.

[(d) STATE GRANTS.—

[(1) ALLOTMENTS.—From funds made available under sub-
section (c)(2) and not reserved under subsections (b) and (j) for
a fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each State educational
agency having an application approved under subsection (f)(1)
an amount that bears the same relation to the funds as the
amount the State educational agency received under part A for
the preceding fiscal year bears to the amount all such State
educational agencies received under part A for the preceding
fiscal year, to increase literacy and reading skills by improving
school libraries.

[(2) COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.—Each State educational agency receiving an allot-
ment under paragraph (1) for a fiscal year—

[(A) may reserve not more than 3 percent of the allot-
ted funds to provide technical assistance, disseminate in-
formation about school library media programs that are ef-
fective and based on scientifically based research, and pay
administrative costs related to activities under this sec-
tion; and

[(B) shall use the allotted funds that remain after
making the reservation under subparagraph (A) to award
grants, for a period of 1 year, on a competitive basis, to eli-
gible local educational agencies in the State that have an
application approved under subsection (f)(2) for activities
described in subsection (g).

[(3) REALLOTMENT.—If a State educational agency does
not apply for an allotment under this section for any fiscal
year, or if the State educational agency’s application is not ap-
proved, the Secretary shall reallot the amount of the State edu-
cational agency’s allotment to the remaining State educational
agencies in accordance with paragraph (1).

[(e) DIRECT COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE LoOcCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts made available under
subsection (c)(1) and not reserved under subsections (b) and (j)
for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall award grants, on a com-
petitive basis, to eligible local educational agencies that have
applications approved under subsection (f)(2) for activities de-
scribed in subsection (g).

[(2) DURATION.—The Secretary shall award grants under
this subsection for a period of 1 year.

[(3) DisTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall ensure that
grants under this subsection are equitably distributed among
the different geographic regions of the United States, and
among local educational agencies serving urban and rural
areas.

[(f) APPLICATIONS.—

[(1) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—Each State educational
agency desiring assistance under this section shall submit to
the Secretary an application at such time, in such manner, and
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containing such information as the Secretary shall require. The
application shall contain a description of—

[(A) how the State educational agency will assist eligi-
ble local educational agencies in meeting the requirements
of this section and in using scientifically based research to
implement effective school library media programs; and

[(B) the standards and techniques the State edu-
cational agency will use to evaluate the quality and impact
of activities carried out under this section by eligible local
educational agencies to determine the need for technical
assistance and whether to continue to provide additional
funding to the agencies under this section.

[(2) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—Each eligible
local educational agency desiring assistance under this section
shall submit to the Secretary or State educational agency, as
appropriate, an application at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary or State edu-
cational agency, respectively, shall require. The application
shall contain a description of—

[(A) a needs assessment relating to the need for school
library media improvement, based on the age and condi-
tion of school library media resources, including book col-
lections, access of school library media centers to advanced
technology, and the availability of well-trained, profes-
sionally certified school library media specialists, in
schools served by the eligible local educational agency;

[(B) the manner in which the eligible local educational
agency will use the funds made available through the
grant to carry out the activities described in subsection (g);

[(C) how the eligible local educational agency will ex-
tensively involve school library media specialists, teachers,
administrators, and parents in the activities assisted
under this section, and the manner in which the eligible
local educational agency will carry out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (g) using programs and materials
that are grounded in scientifically based research;

[(D) the manner in which the eligible local educational
agency will effectively coordinate the funds and activities
provided under this section with Federal, State, and local
funds and activities under this subpart and other literacy,
library, technology, and professional development funds
and activities; and

[(E) the manner in which the eligible local educational
agency will collect and analyze data on the quality and im-
pact of activities carried out under this section by schools
served by the eligible local educational agency.

[(g) LocAL AcCTIVITIES.—Funds under this section may be used
to—

[(1) acquire up-to-date school library media resources, in-
cluding books;

[(2) acquire and use advanced technology, incorporated
into the curricula of the school, to develop and enhance the in-
formation literacy, information retrieval, and critical thinking
skills of students;
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[(3) facilitate Internet links and other resource-sharing
networks among schools and school library media centers, and
public and academic libraries, where possible;

[(4) provide professional development described in section
1222(d)(2) for school library media specialists, and activities
that foster increased collaboration between school library
media specialists, teachers, and administrators; and

[(5) provide students with access to school libraries during
nonschool hours, including the hours before and after school,
during weekends, and during summer vacation periods.

[(h) ACCOUNTABILITY AND REPORTING.—

[(1) LocAL REPORTS.—Each eligible local educational agen-
cy that receives funds under this section for a fiscal year shall
report to the Secretary or State educational agency, as appro-
priate, on how the funding was used and the extent to which
the availability of, the access to, and the use of, up-to-date
school library media resources in the elementary schools and
secondary schools served by the eligible local educational agen-
cy was increased.

[(2) STATE REPORT.—Each State educational agency that
receives funds under this section shall compile the reports re-
ceived under paragraph (1) and submit the compiled reports to
the Secretary.

[@) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Funds made available
under this section shall be used to supplement, and not supplant,
other Federal, State, and local funds expended to carry out activi-
ties relating to library, technology, or professional development ac-
tivities.

[(j) NATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—

[(1) EVALUATIONS.—From the funds appropriated under
section 1002(b)(4) for each fiscal year, the Secretary shall re-
serve not more than 1 percent for annual, independent, na-
tional evaluations of the activities assisted under this section
and their impact on improving the reading skills of students.
The evaluations shall be conducted not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001,
and biennially thereafter.

[(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall transmit
the State reports received under subsection (h)(2) and the eval-
uations conducted under paragraph (1) to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the
Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of
Representatives.]

PART B—PATHWAYS TO COLLEGE
Subpart 1—Improving Secondary Schools

SEC. 1201. SECONDARY SCHOOL REFORM.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are to ensure stu-
dents graduate from secondary school college and career ready and
to increase graduation rates by providing grants to eligible entities
to provide schools with the necessary resources to implement innova-
tive and effective secondary school reform strategies.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) APPLIED LEARNING.—The term “applied learning”
means a strategy that—

(A) engages students in opportunities to apply rigorous
academic content aligned with college-level expectations to
real world experience, through such means as work experi-
ence, work-based learning, problem-based learning, or serv-
ice-learning; and

(B) develops students’ cognitive competencies and perti-
nent employability skills.

(2) CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM.—The term “chronic absentee-
ism” means a student misses—

(A) 10 percent of the school days per school year; or

(B) not less than 20 school days per school year.

(3) COMPETENCY-BASED LEARNING MODEL.—The term “com-
petency-based learning model” means an education model in
which educators use explicit measurable learning objectives to
assist students to advance upon mastery of objectives as deter-
mined through relevant assessments.

(4) EFFECTIVE SECONDARY SCHOOL REFORM STRATEGIES.—
The term “effective secondary school reform strategies” means a
set of programs, interventions, and activities with demonstrated
effectiveness in improving the academic achievement of strug-
gling students or dropouts.

(56) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “eligible entity” means a
high-need local educational agency, or a consortium of such
local educational agencies, in partnership with—

(A) 1 or more institutions of higher education;

(B) 1 or more employers or industry-related organiza-
tions; and

(C) 1 or more external partners or qualified inter-
mediaries.

(6) ELIGIBLE SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The term “eligible sec-
ondary school” means a high school that—

(A) is eligible for funds under part A;

(B) has a graduation rate below 75 percent;

d( C) does not receive grant funds under section 1116(d);
an

(D) is identified as low performing based on the State’s
accountability system.

(7) EXTERNAL PARTNER.—The term “external partner”
means a public or private nonprofit organization or a nonprofit
charter management organization, with a demonstrated record
of successful secondary school reform.

(8) FEEDER MIDDLE SCHOOL.—The term “feeder middle
school” means an elementary school or secondary school from
which a majority of students go on to attend an eligible sec-
ondary school.

(9) QUALIFIED INTERMEDIARY.—The term “qualified inter-
mediary” means an entity that has demonstrated expertise to
build and sustain partnerships with entities such as employers,
schools, community-based organizations, postsecondary edu-
cational institutions, social service agencies, economic develop-
ment organizations, and workforce investment systems, to
broker services, resources, and supports for youth and the orga-
nizations and systems designed to serve them.
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(10) STRUGGLING STUDENT.—The term “struggling student”
means a student who—

(A) is at an increased risk for low academic achieve-
ment and is unlikely to graduate high school within 4
years; or

(B) has dropped out of school.

(¢c) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) RESERVATION.—From the total amount of funds ap-
propriated to carry out this section for a fiscal year, the
Secretary shall reserve—

(i) not more than 2.5 percent for national activities,
which the Secretary shall use for technical assistance,
data collection and dissemination, and evaluation and
reporting activities; and

(it) not less than one-half of 1 percent for the Bu-
reau of Indian Education for activities consistent with
the purposes of this section.

(B) GRANTS.—From the total amount of funds appro-
priated to carry out this section for a fiscal year and not
reserved under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
award grants, on a competitive basis, to eligible entities,
based on the quality of the applications submitted, of
which—

(i) not more than 25 percent of grant funds shall
be used for activities described in subsection (e)(1); and

(ii) not less than 75 percent of grant funds shall be
used for activities described in paragraphs (2) and (3)
of subsection (e) and subsection (f).

(2) GRANT DURATION.—Grants awarded under this section
shall be for a period of 5 years, conditional after 3 years on sat-
isfactory progress on the performance indicators described in
subsection (d)(2)(G), as determined by the Secretary.

(3) GRANT CONSIDERATIONS.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Secretary shall give special consideration to ap-
plications from eligible entities—

(A) serving high-need areas, such as high-poverty or
rural local educational agencies; or

(B) that demonstrate partnerships with employers to
provide students at participating schools with career-re-
lated experience or assistance in attaining career-related
credentials.

(4) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each eligible entity that receives a
grant under this section shall submit to the Secretary an an-
nual report including data on the entity’s progress on the per-
formance indicators described in subsection (d)(2)(G).

(d) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that desires a grant
under this section shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and containing such information
as the Secretary may reasonably require.

(2) CONTENTS.—Each application submitted under para-
%fraph (1) shall include, at a minimum, a description of the fol-
owing:
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(A) How the eligible entity will use funds awarded
under this section to carry out the activities described in
subsection (e)(1).

(B) The role of each entity that comprises the eligible
entity in meeting the purposes of this section, including the
external partner’s capacity and record of success in sec-
ondary school reform.

(C) How the eligible entity will sustain the activities
proposed, including the availability of funds from non-Fed-
eral sources and coordination with other Federal, State,
and local funds.

(D) How the eligible entity conducted a comprehensive
needs analysis and capacity assessment of the eligible sec-
ondary schools served by the eligible entity to identify sec-
ondary schools proposed to be served by the grant. The
needs analysis and capacity assessment shall include the
following:

(i) An examination of each secondary school’s data
in the aggregate, and disaggregated by each of the sub-
groups of students described in section 1111(a)(2)(B)(x),
on the following:

() Graduation rates and characteristics of
those students who are not graduating, including
such students’ attendance, behavior, expulsion
rates, suspension rates, course performance, and
credit accumulation rates.

(I1) Rates of dropout recovery (re-entry).

(I1I) Rates of enrollment and remediation in
institutions of higher education, in accordance
with section 1111(d)(3)(B)(viii).

(IV) The percentage of students who are 2 or
more years over-aged or under-credited for their
grade level.

(it) An examination of each eligible secondary
school and feeder middle school’s data in the aggre-
gate, and disaggregated by each of the subgroups of
students described in section 1111(a)(2)(B)(x), as appli-
cable, on the following:

() Student academic achievement, including
the percentage of students who have on-time credit
accumulation at the end of each grade and the per-
centage of students failing a core, credit-bearing,
reading or language arts, science, or mathematics
course, or failing 2 or more of any courses.

(I) The percentage of students who have an
attendance rate lower than 90 percent.

(III) Annual rates of expulsions, suspensions,
school violence, harassment, and bullying, as de-
fined under State or local laws or policies.

(IV) Annual, average credit accumulation.

(V) Annual, average attendance rates.

(VI) Annual rates of students who move in and
out of the school within a school year.

(VII) Annual, average rates of enrollment in
and completion of advanced coursework, including
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opportunities to earn postsecondary credit while in

high school, such as Advanced Placement and

International Baccalaureate courses and exams,

dual enrollment, and early college.

(VIII) Curriculum alignment with college and
career ready standards across all grade levels.

(IX) The nonacademic barriers that impact
student achievement and the available support
services to address such barriers.

(X) The number and percentage of students
who do not transition from grade 8 to grade 9 and
who have not transferred to and enrolled in a
school outside of the local educational agency with-
in the State or out of the State.

(iti) An examination, including a description, of
each eligible secondary school’s capacity to implement
the school reform activities described under subsection
(e)(3), including—

(D) the capacity and experience levels of admin-
istrative, instructional, and noninstructional staff;

(I1) the budget, including how Federal, State,
and local funds are being spent (as of the time of
the assessment) and can be better spent; and

(II1) the technical assistance, additional re-
sources, and staff necessary to implement the ac-
tivities identified in subsection (e)(3).

(iv) An assessment of the capacity of the eligible
entity to provide technical assistance and resources to
implement the activities described in subsection (e).

(E) The rationale for the strategies chosen to be imple-
mented under subsection (e), including how such strategies
will address the needs identified through the needs anal-
ysis.

(F) How the eligible entity will incorporate students
with disabilities, English learners, and struggling students
into the activities under subsection (e).

(G) The performance indicators and targets the eligible
entity will use to assess the effectiveness of the activities im-
plemented under this section including—

(i) graduation rates;

(it) dropout recovery (re-entry) rates;

(iii) percentage of students with less than a 90 per-
cent attendance rate;

(iv) percentage of students who have on-time credit
accumulation at the end of each grade and the percent-
age of students failing a core subject course;

(v) rates of expulsions, suspensions, school vio-
lence, harassment, and bullying, as defined under
State or local laws or policies;

(vi) annual, average attendance rates;

(vii) annual rates of student mobility;

(viii) annual rates of student transfers;

(ix) college remediation, enrollment, persistence,
and completion rates; and

(x) percentage of students successfully—
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(I) completing Advanced Placement or Inter-
national Baccalaureate courses;

(II) completing rigorous postsecondary edu-
cation courses while attending a secondary school;
or

(I1I) enrolling in and completing, career and
technical education, as defined in section 3 of the
Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education
Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302) or a program that
leads to an apprenticeship registered under the Act
of August 16, 1937 (commonly known as the “Na-
tional Apprenticeship Act”; 50 Stat. 664, chapter
663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.).

(e) REQUIRED USES OF FUNDS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall use the grant funds to—

(A) implement an early warning indicator system to
help high schools and feeder middle schools, served by the
eligible entity’s local educational agency, to identify strug-
gling students and create a system of evidence-based inter-
ventions, by—

(i) identifying and analyzing the academic and
non-academic risk factors that most reliably predict
dropouts by using longitudinal data of past cohorts of
students;

(it) identifying specific indicators of student
progress and performance, such as attendance and
chronic absenteeism, academic performance in core
courses, and credit accumulation, to guide decision-
making;

(ii1) identifying or developing a mechanism for reg-
ularly collecting and analyzing data about the impact
of interventions on the indicators of student progress
and performance;

(iv) analyzing academic indicators to determine
whether students are making sufficient academic
growth to graduate secondary school in the standard
numbers of years; and

(v) identifying and implementing strategies for
pairing academic support with integrated student serv-
ices and case-management interventions for students
requiring intensive supports, which may include part-
nerships with other external partners;

(B) provide support and credit recovery opportunities
for struggling students, including those who are over-aged
and under-credited, at secondary schools served by the eli-
gible entity by offering activities, such as—

(i) a flexible school schedule;

(it) competency-based learning models and per-
formance-based assessments; and

(iii) the provision of support services;

(C) provide dropout recovery or re-entry programs to
secondary schools that are designed to encourage and sup-
port dropouts returning to an educational system, program,
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or institution following an extended absence in order to
graduate college and career ready;

(D) provide evidence-based grade and school transition
programs and supports, including through curricula align-
ment; and

(E) provide school leaders, instructional staff, non-
instructional staff, students, and families with high-qual-
ity, easily accessible and timely information about—

(i) secondary school graduation requirements;

(it) postsecondary education application processes;

(iti) postsecondary admissions processes and re-
quirements, including public financial aid and other
available private scholarship and grant aid opportuni-
ties;

(iv) current regional labor market information on
high-demand and projected-growth industry areas and
occupations; and

(v) other programs and services for increasing
rates of college access and success for students from
low-income families.

(2) REQUIRED USE OF FUNDS IN FEEDER MIDDLE SCHOOLS.—
An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shall
use the grant funds in feeder middle schools to improve the aca-
demic achievement of students and prepare students to grad-
uate college and career ready by—

(A) using early warning indicator and intervention sys-
tems described in paragraph (1)(A);

(B) creating a personalized learning environment;

(C) implementing a transition strategy to support the
successful transition of students between grades, including
encouraging collaboration among elementary, middle, and
secondary school grades;

(D) providing high-quality professional development
opportunities to school leaders, teachers, and other school
staff to prepare staff to—

(i) address the academic challenges of students in
middle grades;

(it) understand the developmental needs of stu-
dents in the middle grades and how to address those
needs in an educational setting;

(iti) implement data-driven interventions; and

(iv) provide academic guidance to students so that
students can graduate college and career ready; and
(E) implementing organizational practices and school

schedules that allow for collaborative staff participation,

team teaching, and common instructional planning time.

(3) REQUIRED USE OF FUNDS IN ELIGIBLE SECONDARY
SCHOOLS.—An eligible entity that receives a grant under this
section shall use the grant funds in eligible secondary schools
to implement a comprehensive approach that will—

(A) personalize the school experience by taking steps
such as—

(i) creating opportunities for struggling students to
receive personalized instruction, including providing a
personalized sequence of instructional content and
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skills development, and opportunities for credit recov-

ery;

(it) implementing competency-based learning mod-
els; and

(iti) providing ongoing evaluation of student aca-
demic achievement and the necessary supports so that
students graduate college and career ready;

(B) increase student engagement by providing applied
learning opportunities;

(C) provide school leaders with autonomy through a
flexible budget and staffing authority;

(D) implement high-quality, evidence-based profes-
sional development for teachers and school leaders, provide
increased opportunities for teachers to work collaboratively,
and improve instruction;

(E) improve curriculum and instruction, by—

(i) redesigning academic content and instructional
practices to align with high academic standards for all
students, the criteria associated with admission to and
success in postsecondary education, and the skills nec-
essary to be successful in the workplace;

(ii) increasing rigor by providing opportunities to
earn postsecondary credit while in high school, includ-
ing through Advanced Placement or International Bac-
calctizureate courses, dual enrollment, and early college;
an

l (iit) implementing competency-based learning mod-
els;

(F) strengthen the transition between high school and
postsecondary education through activities such as—

(i) providing academic and career counseling in
student-to-counselor ratios that allow students to make
informed decisions about academic and career options;

(it) providing high-quality college and career explo-
ration opportunities including college campus visits;

(iti) coordinating secondary and postsecondary
support services, and academic calendars, to allow stu-
dents to visit and take courses at institutions of higher
education; and

(iv) providing academic and support services, in-
cluding financial aid counseling for postsecondary edu-
cation; and
(G) implement not less than 1 of the following effective

secondary school reform strategies to prepare students for
college and a career, and to improve graduation rates:

(i) Graduation Promise Academies, which in-
clude—

(D) grade 9 academies taught by teams of
teachers who work with small groups of students;

(I1) career academies for upper grades;

(I1I) extended learning periods, such as block
scheduling, to reduce the number of students for
whom teachers are responsible and the number of
courses students are taking at any one time;

(IV) an after-hours credit recovery program;
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(V) curriculum coaches who provide high-qual-
ity professional development and support;

(VI) partnerships among parents, teachers, ad-
ministrators, community-based organizations, and
community members focused on improving student
achievement; and

(VII) a college-going culture, including student
supports and guidance.

(it) Career academies, which implement a college
and career ready curriculum that integrates rigorous
academics, career and technical education, and experi-
ential learning for high school students in high-skill,
high-demand industries, in collaboration with local
and regional employers.

(itt) Dual enrollment programs that provide dual
enrollment opportunities with college credit-bearing
courses, including accelerated certificate programs with
community colleges or other recognized postsecondary
credentials.

(iv) Early college high schools that design cur-
ricula and sequences of courses in collaboration with
teachers from the eligible secondary school and faculty
from the partner institution of higher education so that
students may simultaneously earn credits towards a
high school diploma and either an associate’s degree or
not less than 12 transferable postsecondary education
credits toward a postsecondary degree at no cost to stu-
dents or their families.

(f) ALLOWABLE USES OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity that receives
a grant under this section may use grant funds to—

(1) improve parent and family engagement in the edu-
cational attainment and achievement of struggling students
and dropouts to be college and career ready by—

(A) leveraging community-based services and opportu-
nities; and

(B) providing parents and families with the necessary
information, including data on their child’s academic
achievement and how to navigate the public school system;

(2) provide extended learning opportunities, by extending
the school day, week, or year to increase the total number of
school hours to include additional time for instruction in aca-
demic subjects and enrichment activities that contribute to a
well-rounded education;

(3) increase student supports through activities such as stu-
dent advisories, school counseling opportunities, and one-to-one
mentoring; and

(4) create smaller learning communities.

(g) MATCHING FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall provide matching funds, from non-Fed-
eral sources, in an amount equal to not less than 20 percent of
the amount of grant funds awarded in the first 3 years of the
grant, not less than 50 percent of the amount awarded in the
fourth year of the grant, and not less than 75 percent of the
amount awarded in the fifth year of the grant, as applicable.
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(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive all or part of the
matching requirement described in paragraph (1) for a fiscal
year for an eligible entity, on a case-by-case basis, if the Sec-
retary determines that applying the matching requirement to
such eligible entity would result in serious hardship or an in-
ability to carry out the authorized activities described in sub-
section (e).

(h) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—An eligible entity shall use
Federal funds received under this section only to supplement the
funds that would, in the absence of such Federal funds, be made
available from other Federal and non-Federal sources for the activi-
ties described in this section, and not to supplant such funds.

Subpart 2—Accelerated Learning

SEC. 1221. PURPOSES.
The purposes of this subpart are—

(1) to raise student academic achievement by—

(A) increasing the number of teachers serving high-
need schools who are qualified to teach Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate courses; and

(B) increasing the number of students attending high-
need schools who—

(i) enroll and succeed in Advanced Placement or

International Baccalaureate courses; and

(ii) take Advanced Placement or International Bac-
calaureate examinations;

(2) to increase, and to support statewide and, as applicable,
districtwide, efforts to increase the availability of, and enroll-
ment in, Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
courses, and pre-Advanced Placement or pre-International Bac-
calaureate courses, in high-need schools; and

(3) to provide high-quality professional development for
teachers of Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
courses, and pre-Advanced Placement or pre-International Bac-
calaureate courses, in high-need schools.

SEC. 1222. FUNDING DISTRIBUTION RULE.

From amounts appropriated to carry out this subpart for a fis-
cal year, the Secretary shall give priority to funding activities under
section 1223 and shall distribute any remaining funds under sec-
tion 1224.

SEC. 1223. ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL BACCA-
LAUREATE EXAMINATION FEE PROGRAM.

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—From amounts made available to
carry out this subpart for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall award
grants to State educational agencies having applications approved
under this section to enable the State educational agencies to pay,
on behalf of low-income students, part or all of the costs of Ad-
vanced Placement or International Baccalaureate examination fees,
if the low-income students—

(1) are enrolled in an Advanced Placement or International

Baccalaureate course; and

(2) plan to take an Advanced Placement or International

Baccalaureate examination.
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(b) AWARD BASIS.—In determining the amount of the grant
awarded to a State educational agency under this section for a fis-
cal year, the Secretary shall consider the number of children eligible
to be counted under section 1124(c) in the State in relation to the
number of such children so counted in all States.

(¢) INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.—A State educational agency
that is awarded a grant under this section shall make publicly
available information regarding the availability of Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate examination fee payments
under this section, and shall disseminate such information to eligi-
ble secondary school students and parents, including through sec-
ondary school teachers and counselors.

(d) APPLICATIONS.—Each State educational agency desiring to
receive a grant under this section shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such
information as the Secretary may require. At a minimum, each
State educational agency application shall—

(1) describe the Advanced Placement or International Bac-
calaureate examination fees the State educational agency will
pay on behalf of low-income students in the State from grant
funds awarded under this section;

(2) provide an assurance that any grant funds awarded
under this section shall be used only to pay for Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate examination fees; and

(3) contain such information as the Secretary may require
to demonstrate that the State educational agency will ensure
that a student is eligible for payments authorized under this
section, including ensuring that the student is a low-income
student.

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall prescribe such regula-
tions as are necessary to carry out this section.

(f) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—FEach State educational agency awarded
a grant under this section shall, with respect to each Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate course subject, annu-
ally report to the Secretary the following data for the preceding
year:

(A) The number of students in the State who are taking
an Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
course in such subject.

(B) The number of Advanced Placement or Inter-
national Baccalaureate examinations taken by students in
the State who have taken an Advanced Placement or Inter-
national Baccalaureate course in such subject.

(C) The number of students in the State scoring at each
level on Advanced Placement or International Bacca-
laureate examinations in such subject, disaggregated by
each of the subgroups of students described in section
1111(a)(2)(B)(x).

(D) Demographic information regarding students in the
State taking Advanced Placement or International Bacca-
laureate courses and Advanced Placement or International
Baccalaureate examinations in that subject, disaggregated
by race, ethnicity, sex, English proficiency status, and socio-
economic status.
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(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall annually
compile the information received from each State educational
agency under paragraph (1) and report to the authorizing com-
mittees regarding the information.

(g) BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AS STATE EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
cy.—For purposes of this section, the Bureau of Indian Affairs shall
be treated as a State educational agency.

SEC. 1224. ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL BACCA-
LAUREATE INCENTIVE PROGRAM GRANTS.

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts made available to carry
out this subpart for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall award
grants, on a competitive basis, to eligible entities to enable such
entities to carry out the authorized activities described in sub-
section (e).

(2) DURATION, RENEWAL, AND PAYMENTS.—

(A) DURATION.—The Secretary shall award a grant
under this section for a period of not more than 3 years.

(B) RENEWAL.—The Secretary may renew a grant
awarded under this section for an additional period of not
more than 2 years, if an eligible entity—

(i) is achieving the objectives of the grant; and

(it) has shown improvement against baseline data
on the performance measures described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (E) of subsection (g)(1).

(C) PAYMENTS.—The Secretary shall make grant pay-
ments under this section on an annual basis.

(b) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this section, the term
“eligible entity” means—

(1) a State educational agency;

(2) a high-need local educational agency; or

(3) a partnership consisting of—

(A) a national, regional, or statewide public or non-
profit organization with expertise and experience in pro-
viding Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
course services; and

(B) a State educational agency or a high-need local
educational agency.

(¢c) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity desiring a grant
under this section shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such infor-
mation as the Secretary may require.

(2) CONTENTS.—The application shall, at a minimum, in-
clude a description of—

(A) the goals and objectives for the project supported by
the grant under this section, including—

(i) increasing the number of teachers serving high-
need schools who are qualified to teach Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate courses;

(it) increasing the number of Advanced Placement
or International Baccalaureate courses that are offered
at high-need schools; and
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(iii) increasing the number of students attending a
high-need school, particularly low-income students,
who succeed in—

(D) Advanced Placement or International Bac-
calaureate courses; and
(I1) if offered by the school, pre-Advanced

Placement or pre-International Baccalaureate

courses;

(B) how the eligible entity will ensure that students
have access to courses, including pre-Advanced Placement
or pre-International Baccalaureate courses, that will pre-
pare students to enroll and succeed in Advanced Placement
or International Baccalaureate courses;

(C) how the eligible entity will provide professional de-
velopment for teachers that will further the goals and objec-
tives of the grant project;

(D) how the eligible entity will ensure that teachers
serving high-need schools are qualified to teach Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate courses;

(E) how the eligible entity will provide for the involve-
ment of business and community organizations and other
entities, including institutions of higher education, in car-
rying out the activities described in subsection (e);

(F) how the eligible entity will use funds received under
this section; and

(G) how the eligible entity will evaluate the outcome of
the grant project.

(d) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this section, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to applications from eligible entities that—

(1) are part of a statewide or districtwide strategy, as appli-
cable, for increasing the availability of Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate courses, and pre-Advanced Place-
ment or pre-International Baccalaureate courses, in high-need
schools;

(2) demonstrate a focus on increasing the availability of
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate courses in
core academic subjects; and

(3) propose to carry out activities that target high-need
schools.

(e) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall use the grant funds to carry out activi-
ties designed to increase—

(A) the number of teachers serving high-need schools
who are qualified to teach Advanced Placement or Inter-
national Baccalaureate courses; and

(B) the number of students attending high-need schools
who succeed in the examinations for such courses, includ-
ing through reimbursing low-income students attending
high-need schools for part or all of the cost of Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate examination fees.
(2) ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES.—In addition to the activities

described in paragraph (1), an eligible entity that receives a
grant under this section may use grant funds for—



324

(A) high-quality teacher professional development, in
order to expand the pool of teachers in the participating
State, high-need local educational agency, or high-need
school who are qualified to teach Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate courses, including through in-
novative models, such as online academies and training in-
stitutes;

(B) pre-Advanced Placement or pre-International Bac-
calaureate teacher and counselor high-quality professional
development in secondary school to prepare students for
success in Advanced Placement or International Bacca-
laureate courses and in institutions of higher education;

(C) coordination and articulation between grade levels
to prepare students to succeed in Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate courses;

(D) purchase of instructional materials for Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate courses;

(E) activities to increase the availability of, and partici-
pation in, online Advanced Placement or International Bac-
calaureate courses;

(F) carrying out the requirements of subsection (g); and

(G) in the case of an eligible entity described in sub-
section (b)(1), awarding subgrants to high-need local edu-
cational agencies to enable the high-need local educational
agencies to carry out authorized activities described in sub-
paragraphs (A) through (F).

() CONTRACTS.—An eligible entity that is awarded a grant to
provide online Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
courses under this subpart may enter into a contract with an orga-
nization to provide the online Advanced Placement or International
Baccalaureate courses, including contracting for necessary support
services.

(g) COLLECTING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) REPORT.—Each eligible entity receiving a grant under
this section shall collect and report to the Secretary annually
such data regarding the results of the grant as the Secretary
may reasonably require, including—

(A) the number of students served by the eligible entity
enrolling in Advanced Placement or International Bacca-
laureate courses, and pre-Advanced Placement or pre-Inter-
national Baccalaureate courses, disaggregated by grade
level of the student, and the grades received by such stu-
dents in the courses;

(B) the number of students taking an Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate examination and the
distribution of scores on those examinations, disaggregated
by the grade level of the student at the time of examination;

(C) the number of teachers who are currently, as of the
date of the report, receiving training to teach Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate courses and will
teach such courses in the next school year;

(D) the number of teachers becoming qualified to teach
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
courses; and
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(E) the number of qualified teachers who are teaching
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
courses in high-need schools served by the eligible entity.

(2) REPORTING OF DATA.—Each eligible entity receiving a
grant under this section shall report the data required under
paragraph (1)—

(A) disaggregated by subject area;

(B) in the case of student data, disaggregated in the
same manner as information is disaggregated under section
1111(a)2)(B)(x); and

(C) in a manner that allows for an assessment of the
effectiveness of the grant program.

(h) EVALUATION.—From the amount appropriated for this sub-
part and reserved for evaluation activities in accordance with sec-
tion 9601(a), the Secretary, acting through the Director of the Insti-
tute of Education Sciences, shall, in consultation with the relevant
program office at the Department, evaluate the implementation and
itmpact of the activities supported under this section, consistent with
section 9601, including progress as measured by the performance
measures established under subparagraphs (A) through (E) of sub-
section (g)(1).

(i) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), each eligible en-
tity that receives a grant under this section shall provide to-
ward the cost of the activities assisted under the grant, from
non-Federal sources, an amount equal to 100 percent of the
amount of the grant, except that an eligible entity that is a
high-need local educational agency shall provide an amount
equal to not more than 50 percent of the amount of the grant.

(2) MATCHING FUNDS.—The eligible entity may provide the
matching funds described in paragraph (1) in cash or in-kind,
fairly evaluated, but may not provide more than 50 percent of
the matching funds in-kind. The eligible entity may provide the
matching funds from State, local, or private sources.

(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive all or part of the
matching requirement described in paragraph (1) for any fiscal
year for an eligible entity described in paragraph (1) or (2) of
subsection (b), if the Secretary determines that applying the
matching requirement to such eligible entity would result in se-
rious hardship or an inability to carry out the authorized ac-
tivities described in subsection (e).

SEC. 1225. SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.

Grant funds provided under this subpart shall supplement, and
not supplant, other non-Federal funds that are available to assist
low-income students to pay for the cost of Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate examination fees or to expand access to
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate courses, and
pre-Advanced Placement or pre-International Baccalaureate courses.
SEC. 1226. DEFINITIONS.

In this subpart:

(1) HIGH-NEED SCHOOL.—The term “high-need school”
means a secondary school—
(A) with a demonstrated need for Advanced Placement
or International Baccalaureate courses; and
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(B) that—

(i) has a high concentration of low-income stu-
dents; or

(i1) is designated with a school locale code of 33,
41, 42, or 43, as determined by the Secretary.

(2) LOW-INCOME STUDENT.—The term “low-income student”
means a student who is eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.).

PART C—EDUCATION OF MIGRATORY
CHILDREN

[SEC. 1301. PROGRAM PURPOSE.
LIt is the purpose of this part to assist States to—

[(1) support high-quality and comprehensive educational
programs for migratory children to help reduce the educational
disruptions and other problems that result from repeated
moves;

[(2) ensure that migratory children who move among the
States are not penalized in any manner by disparities among
the States in curriculum, graduation requirements, and State
academic content and student academic achievement stand-
ards;

[(3) ensure that migratory children are provided with ap-
propriate educational services (including supportive services)
that address their special needs in a coordinated and efficient
manner;

[(4) ensure that migratory children receive full and appro-
priate opportunities to meet the same challenging State aca-
demic content and student academic achievement standards
that all children are expected to meet;

[(5) design programs to help migratory children overcome
educational disruption, cultural and language barriers, social
isolation, various health-related problems, and other factors
that inhibit the ability of such children to do well in school,
and to prepare such children to make a successful transition
to postsecondary education or employment; and

[(6) ensure that migratory children benefit from State and
local systemic reforms.]

SEC. 1301. PROGRAM PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this part to assist States in providing high-
quality and comprehensive educational programs (including, as ap-
propriate, instructional and educationally related support services),
during the regular school year and summer or intersession periods,
that address the unique educational needs of migratory children
3rising from their migratory lifestyle, in order to help such chil-

ren—

(1) succeed in school;

(2) meet the same State college and career ready academic
content and student academic achievement standards under
section 1111(a)(1) that all children are expected to meet;

(3) graduate high school ready for postsecondary education
and careers; and
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(4) overcome educational disruption, cultural and language
barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems, and
other factors that inhibit the ability of such children to succeed
in school.

SEC. 1302. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

[In order to carry out the purpose of this partlFrom the
amounts made available under section 3(d) for a fiscal year to carry
out this part, the Secretary shall make grants to State educational
agencies, or [combinationslconsortia of such agencies, [to estab-
lishlto enable such agencies or consortia to establish or improve, di-
rectly or through local operating agencies, programs of education
for migratory children in accordance with this part.

SEC. 1303. STATE ALLOCATIONS.
[(a) STATE ALLOCATIONS.—

[(1) FiscAL YEAR 2002.—For fiscal year 2002, each State
(other than the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico) is entitled to re-
ceive under this part an amount equal to—

[(A) the sum of the estimated number of migratory
children aged 3 through 21 who reside in the State full
time and the full-time equivalent of the estimated number
of migratory children aged 3 through 21 who reside in the
State part time, as determined in accordance with sub-
section (e); multiplied by

[(B) 40 percent of the average per-pupil expenditure
in the State, except that the amount determined under
this paragraph shall not be less than 32 percent, nor more
than 48 percent, of the average per-pupil expenditure in
the United States.

[(2) SUBSEQUENT YEARS.—

[(A) BASE AMOUNT.—

[G) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b) and clause (ii), each State (other than the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico) is entitled to receive
under this part, for fiscal year 2003 and succeeding
fiscal years, an amount equal to—

[(I) the amount that such State received
under this part for fiscal year 2002; plus

[(II) the amount allocated to the State under
subparagraph (B).

[(ii) NONPARTICIPATING STATES.—In the case of a
State (other than the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico)
that did not receive any funds for fiscal year 2002
under this part, the State shall receive, for fiscal year
2003 and succeeding fiscal years, an amount equal
to—

[(I) the amount that such State would have
received under this part for fiscal year 2002 if its
application under section 1304 for the year had
been approved; plus

[(II) the amount allocated to the State under
subparagraph (B).

[(B) ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.—For fiscal
year 2003 and succeeding fiscal years, the amount (if any)
by which the funds appropriated to carry out this part for
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the year exceed such funds for fiscal year 2002 shall be al-

located to a State (other than the Commonwealth of Puerto

Rico) so that the State receives an amount equal to—

[(i) the sum of—

[(I) the number of identified eligible migra-
tory children, aged 3 through 21, residing in the
State during the previous year; and

[(II) the number of identified eligible migra-
tory children, aged 3 through 21, who received
services under this part in summer or intersession
programs provided by the State during such year;
multiplied by
[(ii) 40 percent of the average per-pupil expendi-

ture in the State, except that the amount determined
under this clause may not be less than 32 percent, or
more than 48 percent, of the average per-pupil ex-
penditure in the United States.]

(a) STATE ALLOCATIONS.—Except as provided in subsection (b),
the amount awarded to each State (other than the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico) under this part for each fiscal year shall be an
amount equal to the product of—

(1) the sum of—

(A) the average number of identified eligible migratory
children aged 3 through 21, residing in the State, based on
data for the preceding 3 years; and

(B) the number of identified eligible migratory chil-
dren, aged 3 through 21, who received services under this
part in summer or intersession programs provided by the
State during the previous year; multiplied by
(2) 40 percent of the average per-pupil expenditure in the

State, except that the amount calculated under this paragraph

shall not be less than 32 percent, or more than 48 percent, of

the average per-pupil expenditure in the United States.

(b) HoLD HARMLESS.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), for each
of fiscal years 2011 through 2013, no State receiving an allocation
under this section shall receive less than 90 percent of the State’s
allocation under this section for the previous year.

[(b)1(c) ALLocATION TO [PUERTO RICcO.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—For eachlPUERTO Rico.—For each fiscal
year, the grant [whichlthat the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
shall be eligible to receive under this part shall be the amount
determined by multiplying the number of children who would
be counted under [subsection (a)(1)(A)lsubsection (g) if such
subsection applied to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico by the
product of—

[A)]

(1) the percentage [whichlthat the average per-pupil ex-
penditure in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is of the lowest
average per-pupil expenditure of any of the 50 States, except
that the percentage calculated under this paragraph shall not
be less than 85 percent; and

[(B)]

(2) 32 percent of the average per-pupil expenditure in the
United States.
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[(2) MINIMUM PERCENTAGE.—The percentage in paragraph
(1)(A) shall not be less than—

[(A) for fiscal year 2002, 77.5 percent;

[(B) for fiscal year 2003, 80.0 percent;

[(C) for fiscal year 2004, 82.5 percent; and

[(D) for fiscal year 2005 and succeeding fiscal years,
85.0 percent.

[(3) LIMITATION.—If the application of paragraph (2) for
any fiscal year would result in any of the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia receiving less under this part than it received
under this part for the preceding fiscal year, then the percent-
age described in paragraph (1)(A) that is used for the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico for the fiscal year for which the deter-
mination is made shall be the greater of the percentage in
paragraph (1)(A) for such fiscal year or the percentage used for
the preceding fiscal year.]

[(c)1(d) RATABLE REDUCTIONS; REALLOCATIONS.—

(1) [IN GENERAL.—(A) If, after the Secretary reserves
funds under section 1308(c), the amount appropriated to carry
out this part]IN GENERAL.—

(A) RATABLE REDUCTIONS.—If the amount available for
allocations to States under this part for any fiscal year is
insufficient to pay in full the amounts for which all States
are eligible, the Secretary shall ratably reduce each such
amount.

(B) [If additionallJREALLOCATION.—If additional funds
become available for making such payments for any fiscal
year, the Secretary shall allocate such funds to States in
amounts that the Secretary determines will best carry out
the purpose of this part.

(2) [SPECIAL RULE.—(A) ThelSPECIAL RULE.—

(A) FURTHER REDUCTIONS.—The Secretary shall fur-
ther reduce the amount of any grant to a State under this
part for any fiscal year if the Secretary determines, based
on available information on the numbers and needs of mi-
gratory children in the State and the program proposed by
the State to address such needs, that such amount exceeds
the amount [required under section 13041needed to carry
out the approved activities in the application under section
1304.

(B) [The Secretary shalllREALLOCATION.—The Sec-
retary shall reallocate such excess funds to other States
whose grants under this part would otherwise be insuffi-
cient to provide an appropriate level of services to migra-
tory children, in such amounts as the Secretary deter-
mines are appropriate.

(C) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary—

(1) shall—

(I) develop and implement a procedure for
monitoring the accuracy of the information de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

(I1) issue, through regulations or guidance,
criteria for a system of State quality control for the
accuracy of State counts of eligible migratory chil-
dren; and
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(it) may not reduce the amount of a State alloca-
tion under this paragraph on the basis of unintentional
errors in such counts for States implementing a system
of State quality control that meets the criteria de-
scribed in clause (P)(ID), if the discrepancy between the
initial State count and any subsequent revisions is
minimal.

[(d)1(e) CONSORTIUM ARRANGEMENTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

* * *k & * * *k

[(e)1(/ DETERMINING NUMBERS OF ELIGIBLE CHILDREN.—In
order to best serve migratory children under this part and deter-
mine the estimated number of migratory children residing in each
State for purposes of this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) use [such information as the Secretary findslthe most
recent information that most accurately reflects the actual
number of migratory children;

(2) develop and implement a procedure for monitoring the
accuracy of such information, if such a procedure does not cre-
ate barriers to the families of migratory children who are eligi-
ble for services under this part;

[(2)1(3) [develop and implement a procedure for more ac-
curately reflectinglupdate such procedure, and implement the
updated procedure, to more accurately reflect the cost factors for
different types of summer and intersession program designs;

[(3))(4) adjust the full-time equivalent number of migra-
tory children who reside in each State to take into account—

(A) the special needs of those children participating in
special programs of high-quality, sustained, and intensive
education services provided under this part that operate
during the summer and intersession periods; and

(B) the additional costs of operating such programs;
and

[(4)1(5) conduct an analysis of the options for adjusting
the formula so as to better direct services to [the child whose
education has been interruptedlmigratory children.

(g) NONPARTICIPATING STATES.—In the case of a State desiring
to receive an allocation under this part for a fiscal year that did not
receive an allocation for the previous fiscal year or that has been
participating for less than 3 consecutive years, the Secretary shall
calculate the State’s number of identified migratory children aged
3 through 21 for purposes of subsection (a)(1)(A) by using the most
recent data available that identifies the migratory children residing
in the State until data is available to calculate the 3-year average
number of such children in accordance with such subsection.

SEC. 1304. STATE APPLICATIONS; SERVICES.

(a) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—* * *

(b) PROGRAM INFORMATION.—Each such application shall in-
clude—

(1) a description of how, in planning, implementing, and
evaluating programs and projects assisted under this part, the
State and its local operating agencies will ensure that the
[speciallunique educational needs of migratory children, in-
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cluding preschool migratory children and out of school migra-
tory children, are identified and addressed through—

(A) * * *

(B) joint planning among local, State, and Federal
educational programs serving [migrantlmigratory -chil-
dren, including language instruction educational programs
under [part A or B of title IITlpart A of title I1I,

ES * * ES & * &

(2) a description of the steps the State is taking to provide
all [migratory studentslmigratory children with the oppor-
tunity to meet the [same challenging State academic content
standards and challenging State student academic achieve-
ment standards thatlsame State college and career ready aca-
demic content and student academic achievement standards
adopted under section 1111(a)(1) that all children are expected
to meet;

(3) a description of how the State will meet the require-
ments of section 1308(b) for the timely electronic transfer of stu-
dent records and how the State will use such records transfer
to meet the unique educational needs of migratory students and
remove barriers to the proper enrollment and retention of mi-
gratory children in schools;

[(3))(4) a description of how the State will use funds re-
ceived under this part to promote interstate and intrastate co-
ordination of services for migratory children, including how,
consistent with procedures the Secretary may [require, the
Statelrequire and using the linkage system described in section
1308(b), the State and each of its local operating agencies will
provide for educational continuity through the timely transfer
of pertinent school records, including information on health,
when children move from one school to [anotherlanother or
from one school district to another, whether or not [such
movelsuch a move occurs during the regular school year;

L(4)1(5) * * *

[(5)16) * * *

[(6) such budgetary and other information as the Sec-
retary may require; and]

(7) a description of how the State will encourage programs
and projects assisted under this part to offer [family literacy
services lfamily literacy activities if the [program or project
serveslprograms and projects serve a substantial number of
migratory children [who have parents wholwhose parents do
not have a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent or
who have low levels of literacyl.l; and

(8) such budgetary and other information as the Secretary
may require.

(c) ASSURANCES.—* * *

* * * * * * *

(2) such programs and projects will be carried out in a
manner consistent with the objectives of section 1114, sub-
sections (b) and (d) of section 1115, subsections (b) and (c¢) of
section 1120A, and [part Ilpart F;
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[(3) in the planning and operation of programs and
projects at both the State and local agency operating level,
there is consultation with parent advisory councils for pro-
grams of 1 school year in duration, and that all such programs
and projects are carried out—

[(A) in a manner that provides for the same parental
involvement as is required for programs and projects
under section 1118, unless extraordinary circumstances
make such provision impractical; and

[(B) in a format and language understandable to the
parents;]

(3) in the planning and operation of programs and projects
at both the State and local agency operating levels, there is con-
sultation with parent advisory councils for programs of not less
than 1 school year in duration, and that all such programs and
projects are—

(A) conducted in a manner that provides for the same
parental involvement as is required for programs and
projects under section 1118, including, to the extent prac-
ticable, descriptions required for parental involvement
under section 1118(a)(3)(A), unless extraordinary cir-
cumstances make such provision impractical; and

(B) developed in a format and language understand-
able to the parents;

(4) in planning and carrying out such programs and
projects, there has been, and will be, adequate provision for ad-
dressing the unmet education needs of preschool migratory
children and migratory children who are not attending school,

* * *k & * * *k
* * * * * * *

[(C) family literacy programs, including such pro-
grams that use models developed under Even Start;]

(C) family literacy programs that are determined to be
high quality;

* * *k & * * *k

[(7) the State will assist the Secretary in determining the
number of migratory children under paragraphs (1)(A) and
(2)(B)() of section 1303(a), through such procedures as the Sec-
retary may require. ]l

(7) the State has procedures in place to verify the accuracy
and completeness of any data regarding the counting of migra-
tory children that is submitted to the Secretary under this part.
(d) PRIORITY FOR SERVICES.—In providing services with funds

received under this part, each recipient of such funds shall give pri-
ority to migratory children [who are failing, or most at risk of fail-
ing, to meet the State’s challenging State academic content stand-
ards and challenging State student academic achievement stand-
ards, and whose education has been interrupted during the regular
school year.Jwho have made a move within the previous 1-year pe-
riod and who—
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(1) are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the State
college and career ready academic content standards and stu-
dent academic achievement standards adopted under section
1111(a)(1); or

(2) have dropped out of school.

(e) CONTINUATION OF SERVICES.—* * *

(2) a child who is no longer a migratory child may continue
to receive services for [1Jone additional school year, but only
if comparable services are not available through other pro-
grams; and

(3) [secondary school studentslstudents who were eligible
for services in secondary school may continue to be served
through credit accrual programs until graduation.

SEC. 1305. SECRETARIAL APPROVAL; PEER REVIEW.

(a) kok ok

(b) PEER REVIEW.—The Secretary [maylshall, to the extent
practicable, review any such application with the assistance and
advice of State officials and other individuals with relevant exper-
tise.
SEC. 1306. COMPREHENSIVE NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND SERVICE-DE-

LIVERY PLAN; AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.—

(1) INn GENERAL.—Each State that receives assistance
under this part shall ensure that the State and its local oper-
ating agencies identify and address the [speciallunique edu-
cational needs of migratory children, consistent with the pur-
poses of this part, in accordance with a comprehensive State
plan that—

(A) is integrated with other programs under this Act
or other Acts, as appropriate;

(B) addresses the unique educational needs of migra-
tory children;

(C) is developed in collaboration with parents of migra-
tory children;

(D) is not used to supplant State efforts regarding, or
administrative funding for, this part;

[(B) may be submitted as a part of a consolidated ap-
plication under section 9302, if—

[(i) the special needs of migratory children are
s;l)eciﬁcally addressed in the comprehensive State
plan;

[(ii) the comprehensive State plan is developed in
collaboration with parents of migratory children; and

[(iii) the comprehensive State plan is not used to
supplant State efforts regarding, or administrative
funding for, this part;l
[(C)X(E) provides that migratory children will have an

opportunity to meet the [same challenging State academic
content standards and challenging State student academic
achievement standards thatlsame State college and career
ready academic content and student academic achievement
standards adopted under section 1111(a)(1) that all chil-
dren are expected to meet;
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[D)X(F) * * *

LEG) * * *

[(F)1(H) is the product of joint planning among such
local, State, and Federal programs, including programs
under part A, [early childhood programs,learly childhood
education programs, and language instruction educational
programs under [part A or B of title Illlpart A of title III,

and
(1D * * *

* * k & * * k

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) FLEXIBILITY.—In implementing the comprehensive plan
described in subsection (a), each State educational agency,
where applicable through its [local educationalllocal operating
agencies, shall have the flexibility to determine the activities
to be provided with funds made available under this part, ex-
cept that such funds first shall be used to meet the identified
needs of migratory children that result from their migratory
lifestyle, and to permit these children to participate effectively
in school.

[(2) UNADDRESSED NEEDS.—Funds provided under this
part shall be used to address the needs of migratory children
that are not addressed by services available from other Federal
or non-Federal programs, except that migratory children who
are eligible to receive services under part A may receive those
services through funds provided under that part, or through
funds under this part that remain after the agency addresses
the needs described in paragraph (1).]

(2) UNMET NEEDS.—Funds provided under this part shall
be used to meet the needs of migratory children that are not met
by services available from other Federal or non-Federal pro-
grams, except that migratory children who are eligible to receive
services under part A may receive those services through funds
provided under that part or through funds under this part that
remain after the agency meets the needs described in paragraph

(D.
* * k & * * k

(4) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding section 1114, a school
that receives funds under this part shall continue to address
the identified needs described in paragraph (1), and shall meet
the [special educationallunique educational needs of migratory
children before using funds under this part for schoolwide pro-
grams under section 1114.

SEC. 1307. BYPASS.

The Secretary may use all or part of any State’s allocation

under this part to [make arrangements withlaward grants to, or
enter into contracts with, any public or private nonprofit agency to
carry out the purpose of this part in such State if the Secretary de-
termines that—

* * *k & * * *k
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SEC. 1308. [COORDINATION OF MIGRANT EDUCATION ACTIVI-
TIES.INATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
(a) IMPROVEMENT OF COORDINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation with the
States, may make grants to, or enter into contracts with, State
educational agencies, local educational agencies, institutions of
higher education, and other public and private [nonprofit enti-
ties to improvelentities to—

(A) improve the interstate and intrastate coordination
among such agencies’ educational programs, including
through the establishment or improvement of programs for
credit accrual and exchange, available to migratory
studentsl[.]; and

(B) improve the coordination between State educational
agencies, local operating agencies, and their counterparts in
other nations in educating migratory children who move
between the United States and such nations.

(2) DURATION.—Grants or contracts under this subsection
may be awarded for not more than 5 years.

(b) STUDENT RECORDS.—

[(1) AssSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall assist States in de-
veloping effective methods for the electronic transfer of student
records and in determining the number of migratory children
in each State.]

(1) ASSISTANCE.—In order to determine the number of mi-
gratory children in each State, the Secretary shall assist each
State in maintaining an effective system for the electronic trans-
fer of student records.

(2) INFORMATION SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—[The Secretary, in consultation with
the States, shall ensure the linkage of migrant student
record systems for the purpose of electronically exchang-
ing, among the States, health and educational information
regarding all migratory students. The Secretary shall en-
sure such linkage occurs in a cost-effective manner, uti-
lizing systems used by the States prior to, or developed
after, the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001, and shall determine the minimum data ele-
ments that each State receiving funds under this part
shall collect and maintain. Such elements may include—
1The Secretary, in consultation with the States, shall con-
tinue to ensure the linkage of migratory child record sys-
tems for the purpose of electronically exchanging, within
and among the States, health and educational information
regarding all migratory children eligible under this part.
The Secretary shall ensure such linkage occurs in a cost-ef-
fective manner, utilizing systems used by the State prior to,
or developed after, the date of enactment of the Strength-
ening America’s Schools Act of 2013. The Secretary shall
determine the minimum data elements that each State re-
ceiving funds under this part shall collect, maintain, and
exchange, and the requirements of the linkage system that
States shall meet for the timely submission of access to
s;tc(liz information. Such minimum data elements may in-
clude—
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(ii) elementary and secondary academic history
(including partial credit), credit accrual, and results
from State assessments required wunder [section
1111(b)lsection 1111(a)(2);

(iif) * * =

%k % * £ %k % *

[(B) NOTICE AND COMMENT.—After consulting with the
States under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall publish
a notice in the Federal Register seeking public comment on
the proposed data elements that each State receiving
funds under this part shall be required to collect for pur-
poses of electronic transfer of migratory student informa-
tion and the requirements that States shall meet for im-
mediate electronic access to such information. Such publi-
cation shall occur not later than 120 days after the date
of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.]

(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall maintain on-
going consultation with the States, local educational agen-
cies, and other migratory student service providers on—

(i) the effectiveness of the system of electronic
records transfer described in subparagraph (A); and

(i) the ongoing improvement of such system.

* * *k & * * *k

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than April 30,
[200312014, and every 2 years thereafter, the Secretary
shall report to [the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the Committee on
Education and the Workforce of the House of Representa-
tiveslthe authorizing committees the Secretary’s findings
and recommendations regarding the maintenance and
transfer of health and educational information for migra-
tory students by the States.

(B) REQUIRED CONTENTS.—The Secretary shall include
in such report—

(i) a review of the progress of States in developing
and linking electronic records transfer systems;

(i1) recommendations for [the development and
linkage oflmaintaining such systems; and

(i1i) recommendations for [measures that may be
taken to ensurelimproving the continuity of services
provided for migratory students.

(¢) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may provide tech-
nical assistance designed to support State efforts to meet the needs
of migratory children, which may include supporting the attendance
of State and local operating agency staff, and other appropriate in-
dividuals, at special meetings convened by the Secretary in order to
carry out activities consistent with this section.

(d) INCENTIVE GRANTS.—From the amounts made available to
carry out this section for any fiscal year, the Secretary may reserve
not more than $3,000,000 to award grants of not more than
$250,000 on a competitive basis to State educational agencies that
propose a consortium arrangement with another State or other ap-
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propriate entity that the Secretary determines[, pursuant to cri-
teria that the Secretary shall establish,] will improve the delivery
of services to migratory children [whose education is inter-
ruptedldescribed in section 1304(d).

[(e) DATA COLLECTION.—The Secretary shall direct the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics to collect data on migratory
children.]

(e) IMPROVEMENTS AND COORDINATION.—From any funds made
available under this section and remaining after carrying out the
requirements under subsections (b) and (d), the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the States, may make grants to, or enter into con-
tracts with, State educational agencies, local educational agencies,
institutions of higher education, and other public and private non-
profit entities to improve the interstate and intrastate coordination
among such agencies’ and entities’ programs available to migratory
students consistent with this section, including the establishment or
improvement of programs for academic credit accrual and exchange.

[(c))(f) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—For the purpose of carrying
out this section in any fiscal year, the Secretary shall reserve not
more than $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated to carry out
this part for such year.

SEC. 1309. PERFORMANCE DATA.

Consistent with section 1111(d)(3)(B), and in a manner pre-
scribed by the Secretary, each State that receives a grant under this
part shall annually submit to the Secretary, and make public, data
on—

(1) the academic achievement of migratory students, as
measured by the State assessments required under section
1111(a)(2);

(2) such students’ high school graduation rates and rates of
enrollment and persistence in, and completion of a program of
study at, institutions of higher education; and

(3) the results of such other performance measures and tar-
gets as the Secretary may prescribe.

SEC. 1310. EVALUATION AND STUDY.

(a) PROGRAM EVALUATION.—From the amount reserved for eval-
uation activities in accordance with section 9601(a), the Secretary,
acting through the Director of the Institute of Education Sciences,
shall, in consultation with the relevant program office at the De-
partment, evaluate the implementation and impact of the activities
supported under this part, consistent with section 9601.

(b) StuDY.—The Secretary shall conduct a pilot study, funded
as part of the 2014 National Assessment of Educational Progress,
on the feasibility of using the National Assessment of Educational
Progress for assessing and reporting on the academic achievement
of migratory children in grades 4 and 8 in reading and mathe-
matics.

SEC. 1311. STATE ASSISTANCE IN DETERMINING NUMBER OF MIGRA-
TORY CHILDREN.

Each State that desires to receive assistance under this part
shall assist the Secretary in determining the number of migratory
children in such State under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection
(a), and subsection (g), of section 1303 through such procedures as
the Secretary may require, except that the Secretary shall not re-
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quire additional information that is not directly related to deter-
mining the migratory status of the child or the administration of
this part.

[SEC. 13091SEC. 1312. DEFINITIONS.
As used in this part:

(1) FooDp PROCESSOR.—The term “food processor” means a
position working with a raw agricultural, dairy, or fishing
product and transforming the product into a more refined prod-
uct up to the point of an initial commercial sale.

(2) INITIAL COMMERCIAL SALE.—The term “initial commer-
cial sale” means the first point of sale of an agricultural, dairy,
or fishing product—

(A) for refining to the next-stage processor;

(B) to the wholesaler;

(C) to the retailer; or

(D) directly to the consumer.

[(1)1(3) LOCAL OPERATING AGENCY.—The term “local oper-
ating agency” means—

(A) a local educational agency to which a State edu-
cational agency makes a subgrant under this part;

(B) a public or nonprofit private agency with which a
State educational agency or the Secretary makes an ar-
rangement to carry out a project under this part; or

(C) a State educational agency, if the State edu-
cational agency operates the State’s migrant education
program or projects directly.

(4) MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL WORKER.—The term “migra-
tory agricultural worker” means an individual who—

(A) made a qualifying move in the preceding 36-month
period; and

(B) after making such move, sought or engaged in em-
ployment in agricultural work, which may be dairy work or
the initial processing of raw agricultural products.

LL[(2)1(56) MIGRATORY CHILD.—The term “migratory child”
means a child who is, or whose parent or spouse is, a migra-
tory agricultural worker, including a migratory dairy worker,
or a migratory fisher, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in
order to obtain, or accompany such parent or spouse, in order
to obtain, temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or
fishing work—

[(A) has moved from one school district to another;

[(B) in a State that is comprised of a single school dis-
trict, has moved from one administrative area to another
within such district; or

[(C) resides in a school district of more than 15,000
square miles, and migrates a distance of 20 miles or more
to a temporary residence to engage in a fishing activity.]
(5) MIGRATORY CHILD.—The term “migratory child” means

a child who—

(A) is, or whose parent or spouse is, a migratory agri-
cultural worker or migratory fisher who is currently en-
gaged in, or seeking to obtain, temporary or seasonal em-
ployment, usually for not longer than 15 months, in agri-
cultural or fishing work until the point of the initial com-
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mercial sale (including employment as a migratory dairy
worker, a food processor, or a migratory fisher); and
(B) in the preceding 36 months—

(i) has moved from 1 school district to another;

(it) in a State that is comprised of a single school
district, has moved from 1 administrative area to an-
other within such district; or

(iii) resides in a school district of more than 15,000
square miles, and migrates a distance of 20 miles or
more to a temporary residence to engage in, or to ac-
company a parent or spouse engaging in, a fishing ac-
tivity.

(6) MIGRATORY FISHER.—The term “migratory fisher”
means an individual who made a qualifying move in the pre-
ceding 36 months and, after doing so, sought or engaged in em-
ployment in fishing work.

(7) QUALIFYING MOVE.—The term “qualifying move”—

(A) means—

(i) a move from 1 school district to another, or
from 1 administrative area to another within a State
that is comprised of a single school district; and

(it) in the case of a migratory fisher who resides in
a school district of more than 15,000 square miles, in-
cludes migrating a distance of 20 miles or more to a
temporary residence; and
(B) with respect to a qualifying move for a parent or

spouse of a migratory child, means a move described in

subparagraph (A) that is separated by not more than 1 year

from the move or migration described in paragraph (5)(B)

of the migratory child.

PART D—PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
WHO ARE NEGLECTED, DELINQUENT, OR AT-
RISK

SEC. 1401. PURPOSE AND PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.
(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this part—

(1) to improve educational services for children and youth
in local and State institutions for neglected or delinquent chil-
dren and youth so that such children and youth have the op-
portunity to meet the same [challenging State academic con-
tent standards and challenging State student academic
achievement standardslcollege and career ready academic con-
tent standards and student academic achievement standards
under section 1111(a)(1) that all children in the State are ex-
pected to meet;

(3) [to prevent at-risk youth from dropping out of school,
and] to provide dropouts, and children and youth returning
from correctional facilities or institutions for neglected or delin-
quent children and youth, with a support system to ensure
their continued education.
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(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—In order to carry out the purpose
of this part and from amounts appropriated under section
[1002(d)13(e), the Secretary shall make grants to State educational
agencies to enable such agencies to award subgrants to State agen-
cies and local educational agencies to establish or improve pro-
grams of education for neglected, delinquent, or at-risk children
and youth.

SEC. 1402. PAYMENTS FOR PROGRAMS UNDER THIS PART.
(a) AGENCY SUBGRANTS.—* * *

* * * * * * *

(¢c) RESERVATION FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—From
the amount appropriated for this part in any fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall reserve 0.5 percent to provide assistance to the Secretary
of the Interior to provide educational services for at-risk Indian chil-
dren, including Indian youth in correctional facilities operated by
the Secretary of the Interior or by an Indian tribe.

* * *k * * * *k

SEC. 1412. ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.
(a) SUBGRANTS TO STATE AGENCIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

* * * * * * *

(b) SUBGRANTS TO STATE AGENCIES IN PUERTO Rico.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

* * *k & * * *k

[(2) MINIMUM PERCENTAGE.—The percentage in paragraph
(1)(A) shall not be less than—
[(A) for fiscal year 2002, 77.5 percent;
[(B) for fiscal year 2003, 80.0 percent;
[(C) for fiscal year 2004, 82.5 percent; and
[(D) for fiscal year 2005 and succeeding fiscal years,
85.0 percent.]
(2) MINIMUM PERCENTAGE.—The percentage in paragraph
(1)(A) shall not be less than 85 percent.

* * * & * * *

SEC. 1414. STATE PLAN AND STATE AGENCY APPLICATIONS.
(a) STATE PLAN.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

(A) * * *

(B) for assisting in the transition of children and youth
[fromlbetween correctional facilities [toland locally oper-
ated programs; and
(2) CONTENTS.—Each such State plan shall—

(A) describe the program goals, objectives, and per-
formance measures established by the State that will be
used to assess the effectiveness of the program in improv-
ing the [academic, vocational, and technical skills]college
and career readiness (as determined based on the State col-
lege and career ready academic content and student aca-
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demic achievement standards under section 1111(a)(1)) of
children in the program,;

(B) provide that, to the extent feasible, such children
will have the same opportunities to achieve as such chil-
dren would have if such children were in the schools of
local educational agencies in the State; [andl

(C) contain an assurance that the State educational
agency will—

* * * * * * *

(iv) provide such other information as the Sec-
retary may reasonably requirel.l; and
(D) provide assurances that the State educational agen-

¢y has established—

(i) procedures to ensure that each student who has
been placed in the juvenile justice system is promptly
re-enrolled in secondary school or placed in a re-entry
program that best meets the educational and social
needs of the student;

(it) procedures for facilitating the transfer of cred-
its that such students earned during placement; and

(iit) opportunities for such students to participate
in higher education or career pathways.

(3) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—Each such State plan shall—
(A) * * *

* * & * * * &

(c) STATE AGENCY APPLICATIONS.—* * *

(1) describes the procedures to be used, consistent with the
State plan under section 1111, to assess and respond to the
educational needs of the children to be served under this sub-
part, including an assessment upon entry into a correctional fa-
cility;

* * * % % * *

(8) describes how the programs will be coordinated with
other appropriate State and Federal programs, such as pro-
grams under title I of Public Law 105-220, [vocationallcareer
and technical education programs, State and local dropout pre-
vention programs, and special education programs;

(9) describes how the State agency will [encour-
agelrequire, to the extent practicable, correctional facilities re-
ceiving funds under this subpart to coordinate with local edu-
cational agencies or alternative education programs attended
by incarcerated children and youth prior to and after their in-
carceration to ensure that student assessments and appro-
priate academic records are shared jointly between the correc-
tional facility and the local educational agency or alternative
education program and that transition plans are in place;

* * * * * * *

(11) designates an individual in each affected correctional
facility or institution for neglected or delinquent children and
youth to be responsible for issues relating to the transition of
such children and youth [fromlbetween such facility or [insti-
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tution to locally operatedlinstitution and locally operated edu-
cation programs;

* * * * * * *

(16) provides an assurance that the State agency will work
with children and youth who dropped out of school before en-
tering the correctional facility or institution for neglected or de-
linquent children and youth to encourage the children and
youth to reenter school and obtain a secondary school diploma
once the term of the incarceration is completed or provide the
child or youth with the skills necessary to gain employment
that leads to economic self-sufficiency, continue the education of
the child or youth, or achieve a secondary school diploma or its
recognized equivalent if the child or youth does not intend to
return to school;

(17) provides an assurance that certified or licensed teach-
ers and other qualified staff are trained to work with children
and youth with disabilities and other students with special
needs taking into consideration the unique needs of such stu-
dents;

* * & & * * &

SEC. 1415. USE OF FUNDS.
(a) USES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—* * *

(A) * * *

(B) concentrate on providing participants with the
knowledge and skills needed to make a successful transi-
tion to secondary school completion, [vocationallcareer or
technical training, further education, or employment.

(2) PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS.—Such programs and
projects—

(A) * * *

(B) shall be designed to support educational services
that—

(i) except for institution-wide projects under sec-
tion 1416, are provided to children and youth identi-
fied by the State agency as failing, or most at-risk of
failing, to meet the State’s [challenging academic con-
tent standards and student academic achievement
standards]college and career ready academic content
standards and student academic achievement stand-
ards under section 1111(a)(1);

(if) * *

(ii1) afford such children and youth an opportunity
to meet [challenginglsuch State academic achieve-
ment standards;

(C) shall be carried out in a manner consistent with
section 1120A and [part Ilpart F' (as applied to programs
and projects under this part); [and]

(D) may include the costs of meeting the evaluation re-
quirements of section 9601L.1; and
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(E) may include the costs of testing for such children
and youth for a recognized equivalent of a secondary school

diploma.
% * *k £ %k * *
SEC. 1416. INSTITUTION-WIDE PROJECTS.
* £ * * * £ *

(3) describes the steps the State agency has taken, or will
take, to provide all children and youth under age 21 with the
opportunity to meet [challenging State academic content
standards and student academic achievement stand-
ardslcollege and career ready academic content standards and
student academic achievement standards under section
1111(a)(1) in order to improve the likelihood that the children
and youth will complete secondary school, attain a secondary
diploma or its recognized equivalent, or find employment after
leaving the institution;

(4) describes the instructional program, [pupil serv-
iceslspecialized instructional support services, and procedures
that will be used to meet the needs described in paragraph (1),
including, to the extent feasible, the provision of mentors for
the children and youth described in paragraph (1) and the de-
velopment and implementation of transition plans;

* * & * * * &

(6) describes the measures and procedures that will be
used to assess and improve student progress;

* * * * * * *

SEC. 1418. TRANSITION SERVICES.

(a) TRANSITION SERVICES.—Each State agency shall reserve not
less than 15 percent and not more than 30 percent of the amount
such agency receives under this subpart for any fiscal year to sup-
port—

[(1) projects that facilitate the transition of children and
youth from State-operated institutions to schools served by
local educational agencies; or]

(1) projects that facilitate the transition of children and
youth between State-operated institutions, or institutions in the
State operated by the Secretary of the Interior or Indian tribes,
and schools served by local educational agencies or schools
funded by the Bureau of Indian Education; or

(2) the successful reentry of youth offenders, who are age
20 or younger and have received a secondary school diploma or
its recognized equivalent, into postsecondary education, or [vo-
cationallcareer and technical training programs, through strat-
egies designed to expose the youth to, and prepare the youth
for, postsecondary education, or [vocationallcareer and tech-
nical training programs, such as—

(A) preplacement programs that allow adjudicated or
incarcerated youth to audit or attend courses on college,
university, or community college campuses, or through
programs provided in institutional settings;
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(B) worksite schools, in which institutions of higher
education and private or public employers partner to cre-
ate programs to help students make a successful transition
to postsecondary education and employment; and

(C) essential support services to ensure the success of
the youth, such as—

(1) personal, [vocationallcareer and technical, and
academic, counseling;

% * * * % * *
[SEC. 1419. EVALUATION; TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE; ANNUAL MODEL
PROGRAM.

[The Secretary may reserve not more than 2.5 percent of the
amount made available to carry out this subpart for a fiscal year—
[(1) to develop a uniform model to evaluate the effective-
ness of programs assisted under this subpart; and
[(2) to provide technical assistance to and support the ca-
pacity building of State agency programs assisted under this
subpart.]

SEC. 1419. PROGRAM EVALUATION.

From the amount reserved for evaluation activities in accord-
ance with section 9601(a), the Secretary, acting through the Director
of the Institute for Education Sciences, shall, in consultation with
the relevant program office of the Department, evaluate the imple-
mentation and impact of the activities supported under this part,
consistent with section 9601.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 1421. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this subpart is to support the operation of local
educational agency programs that involve collaboration with locally
operated correctional facilities, including correctional facilities in
theb State operated by the Secretary of the Interior and Indian
tribes—

(1) to carry out high quality education programs to prepare
children and youth for secondary school completion[, training,
employment, or further education] and college and career read-
iness (as determined based on the State college and career
ready academic content and student academic achievement
standards under section 1111(a)(1));

* * * * * * *

(3) to operate programs in local schools, including schools
funded by the Bureau of Indian Education, for children and
youth returning from correctional facilities, and programs
which may serve at-risk children and youth.

* * * * * * *

SEC. 1422. PROGRAMS OPERATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES.

(a) LocAL SUBGRANTS.—With funds made available under sec-
tion 1402(b), the State educational agency shall award subgrants
to local educational agencies with high numbers or percentages of
children and youth residing in locally operated (including county
operated) correctional facilities for children and youth (including fa-
cilities involved in community day programs), and including facili-
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ties in the State operated by the Secretary of the Interior and Indian
tribes.

* * & * * * &

(d) TRANSITIONAL AND ACADEMIC SERVICES.—Transitional and
supportive programs operated in local educational agencies under
this subpart shall be designed primarily to [meet the transi-
tionallmeet the transitional needs (including the social and emo-
tional needs) and academic needs of students returning to local
educational agencies, schools funded by the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, or alternative education programs from correctional facili-
ties. Services to students at-risk of dropping out of school shall not
have a negative impact on [meeting the transitionallmeeting such
transitional and academic needs of the students returning from cor-
rectional facilities.

% % % % % % %
SEC. 1423. LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY APPLICATIONS.
* %k
(1) * * =

(2) a description of formal agreements, regarding the pro-
gram to be assisted, between—

(A) the local educational agency or, as appropriate, an

Indian tribe in the State; and

(B) correctional facilities and alternative school pro-
grams serving children and youth involved with the juve-
nile justice system, including such facilities operated by the

Secretary of the Interior and Indian tribes;

(4) a description of the process of consultation and coordi-
nation with Indian tribes in the State regarding services pro-
vided under the program to children and youth who are Indian;

L(4)1(5) * * *

[(5)1(6) * * *

[(6))(7) as appropriate, a description of how schools will
coordinate with existing social, health, and other services to
meet the needs of students returning from correctional
facilitiesl, at-risk children or youth, and other participating
children or youth,1 and at-risk children or youth, including
prenatal health care and nutrition services related to the
health of the parent and the child or youth, parenting and
child development classes, child care, targeted reentry and out-
reach programs, referrals to community resources, and sched-
uling flexibility;

L(71(8) * * *

[(8)1(9) as appropriate, a description of how the program
will involve parents and family members in efforts to improve
the educational achievement of their children, assist in dropout
prevention activities, and prevent the involvement of their chil-
dren in delinquent activities;

[(9)1(10) a description of how the program under this sub-
part will be coordinated with other Federal, State, and local
programs, such as programs under title I of Public Law 105—
220 and [vocationallcareer and technical education programs
serving at-risk children and youth;

[(10))(1D) * * *
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[(AD)12) * * *

[(12)1(13) a description of the efforts participating schools
will make to ensure correctional facilities working with chil-
dren and youth are aware of a child’s or youth’s existing indi-
vidualized education program; [and]

[(13)1(14) as appropriate, a description of the steps partici-
pating schools will take to find alternative placements for chil-
dren and youth interested in continuing their education but
un;ble to participate in a regular public school programl[.l;
an

(15) a description of the demographics of the children and
youth served and an assurance that the activities under this
subpart meet the cultural, language, and academic needs of
such children and youth.

* * * * * * *

SEC. 1424. USES OF FUNDS.
kock ok

(1) * * *

(2) dropout prevention programs which serve at-risk chil-
dren and youth[, including pregnant and parenting teens, chil-
dren and youth who have come in contact with the juvenile
justice system, children and youth at least 1 year behind their
expected grade level, migrant youth, immigrant youth, stu-
dents with limited English proficiency, and gang members];

* * *k & * * *

(4) special programs to meet the unique academic needs of
participating children and youth, including [vocational and
technical educationlcareer and technical education, costs asso-
ciated with testing for a recognized equivalent of a secondary
school diploma, special education, career counseling, cur-
riculum-based youth entrepreneurship education, and assist-
ance in securing student loans or grants for postsecondary edu-
cation; [and]

(5) programs providing mentoring and peer mediation[.];
and

(6) programs for at-risk Indian children and youth, includ-
ing such children and youth in correctional facilities in the area
served by the local educational agency that are operated by the
Secretary of the Interior or Indian tribes.

* * * & * * *

SEC. 1425. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS FOR CORRECTIONAL FACILI-
TIES RECEIVING FUNDS UNDER THIS SECTION.
* ok ok

* * * * * * *

(9) coordinate funds received under this subpart with other
local, State, and Federal funds available to provide services to
participating children and youth, such as funds made available
under title I of Public Law 105-220, and [vocationallcareer
and technical education funds;

(10) coordinate programs operated under this subpart with
activities funded under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
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Prevention Act of 1974 and other comparable programs, if ap-
plicable; [and]

(11) if appropriate, work with local businesses to develop
training, curriculum-based youth entrepreneurship education,
and mentoring programs for children and youthl.];

(12) develop an initial educational services and transition
plan for each child or youth served under this subpart upon
entry into the correctional facility, in partnership with the
child’s or youth’s family members and the local educational
agency that most recently provided services to the child or youth
(if applicable), consistent with section 1414(a)(1); and

(13) consult with the local educational agency for a period
jointly determined necessary by the correctional facility and
local educational agency upon discharge from that facility, to
coordinate educational services so as to minimize disruption to
the child’s or youth’s achievement.

* * * * * * *

[SEC. 1426. ACCOUNTABILITY.
[The State educational agency may—

[(1) reduce or terminate funding for projects under this
subpart if a local educational agency does not show progress in
reducing dropout rates for male students and for female stu-
dents over a 3-year period; and

[(2) require correctional facilities or institutions for ne-
glected or delinquent children and youth to demonstrate, after
receiving assistance under this subpart for 3 years, that there
has been an increase in the number of children and youth re-
turning to school, obtaining a secondary school diploma or its
recognized equivalent, or obtaining employment after such chil-
dren and youth are released.]

SEC. 1426. ACCOUNTABILITY.
The State educational agency—

(1) shall require correctional facilities or institutions for de-
linquent children and youth to annually report on the number
of children and youth released from the correctional facility or
institution who returned or did not return to school, the number
of children and youth obtaining a secondary school diploma or
its recognized equivalent, and the number of children and youth
obtaining employment; and

(2) may require correctional facilities or institutions for de-
linquent children and youth to demonstrate, after receiving as-
sistance under this subpart for 3 years, that there has been an
increase in the number of children and youth returning to
school, obtaining a secondary school diploma or its recognized
equivalent, or obtaining employment after such children and
youth are released.

* * & * * * &

Subpart 3—General Provisions

SEC. 1431. PROGRAM EVALUATIONS.
(a) ScopE OF EVALUATION.—Each [State agency or local edu-
cational agencylState agency, local educational agency, or Indian
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tribe that conducts a program under subpart 1 or 2 shall evaluate
the program, disaggregating data on participation by gender, race,
ethnicity, and age, not less than once every 3 years, to determine
the program’s impact on the ability of participants—

(1) to maintain and improve educational achievement, in-
cluding the ability to become college and career ready, as deter-
mined under the State academic content and student academic
achievement standards under section 1111(a)(1), and to grad-
uate high school in the standard number of years;

(2) * * *

(3) to make the transition to a regular program or other
education program operated by a local educational agency or
school funded by the Bureau of Indian Education;

* * k & * * *k

(b) EXCEPTION.—* * *

(c) EVALUATION MEASURES.—In conducting each evaluation
under subsection (a), [a State agency or local educational agencyla
State agency, local educational agency, or Indian tribe shall use
multiple and appropriate measures of student progress.

[(d) EvALUATION RESULTS.—Each State agency and local edu-
cational agency shall—

[(1) submit evaluation results to the State educational
agency and the Secretary; and

[(2) use the results of evaluations under this section to
plan and improve subsequent programs for participating chil-
dren and youth.]

(d) EVALUATION RESULTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State agency, local educational
agency, and Indian tribe shall—

(A) submit evaluation results to the State educational
agency and the Secretary; and

(B) use the results of evaluations under this section to
plan and improve subsequent programs for participating
children and youth.
(2) RESULTS TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—Each

Indian tribe shall also submit evaluation results to the Sec-

retary of the Interior.

* * * * * * *

SEC. 1432. DEFINITIONS.
In this part:

(1) ADULT CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION.—* * *

[(2) AT-RISK.—The term “at-risk”, when used with respect
to a child, youth, or student, means a school aged individual
who is at-risk of academic failure, has a drug or alcohol prob-
lem, is pregnant or is a parent, has come into contact with the
juvenile justice system in the past, is at least 1 year behind the
expected grade level for the age of the individual, has limited
English proficiency, is a gang member, has dropped out of
school in the past, or has a high absenteeism rate at school.]

(2) AT-RISK.—The term “at-risk”, when used with respect to
a child, youth, or student, means a school-aged individual
who—

(A) is at risk of academic failure; and
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(B) has a drug or alcohol problem, is pregnant or is a
parent, has come into contact with the juvenile justice sys-
tem or has been determined to be neglected in the past, is
a gang member, or has dropped out of school in the past.

* k & & * k &

[PART E—NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF TITLE I1

[SEC. 1501. EVALUATIONS.
[(a) NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF TITLE I.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct a national
assessment of the programs assisted under this title and the
impact of this title on States, local educational agencies,
schools, and students.

[(2) ISSUES TO BE EXAMINED.—In conducting the assess-
ment under this subsection, the Secretary shall examine, at a
minimum, the following:

[(A) The implementation of programs assisted under
this title and the impact of such implementation on in-
creasing student academic achievement (particularly in
schools with high concentrations of children living in pov-
erty), relative to the goal of all students reaching the pro-
ficient level of achievement based on State academic as-
sessments, challenging State academic content standards,
and challenging State student academic achievement
standards under section 1111.

[(B) The types of programs and services that have
demonstrated the greatest likelihood of helping students
reach the proficient and advanced levels of achievement
based on State student academic achievement standards
and State academic content standards.

[(C) The implementation of State academic standards,
assessments, and accountability systems developed under
this title, including—

[(i) the time and cost required for the develop-
ment of academic assessments for students in grades

3 through 8;

[(ii1) how well such State assessments meet the re-
quirements for assessments described in this title; and

[(ii) the impact of such standards, assessments,
and accountability systems on educational programs
and instruction at the local level.

[(D) Each State’s definition of adequate yearly
progress, including—

[(i) the impact of applying this definition to
schools, local educational agencies, and the State;

[(ii) the number of schools and local educational
agencies not meeting this definition; and

[(ii) the changes in the identification of schools in
need of improvement as a result of such definition.

[(E) How schools, local educational agencies, and
States have—

[(i) publicized and disseminated the local edu-
cational agency report cards required under section
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1111(h)(2) to teachers, school staff, students, parents,

and the community;

[(ii) used funds made available under this title to
provide preschool and family literacy services and the
impact of these services on students’ school readiness;

[(ii) implemented the provisions of section 1118
and afforded parents meaningful opportunities to be
involved in the education of their children;

[Gv) used Federal, State, and local educational
agency funds and resources to support schools and
provide technical assistance to improve the achieve-
ment of students in low-performing schools, including
the impact of the technical assistance on such achieve-
ment; and

[(v) used State educational agency and local edu-
cational agency funds and resources to help schools in
which 50 percent or more of the students are from
families with incomes below the poverty line meet the
requirement described in section 1119 of having all
teachers highly qualified not later than the end of the
2005-2006 school year.

[(F) The implementation of schoolwide programs and
targeted assistance programs under this title and the im-
pact of such programs on improving student academic
achievement, including the extent to which schools meet
the requirements of such programs.

[(G) The extent to which varying models of com-
prehensive school reform are funded and implemented
under this title, and the effect of the implementation of
such models on improving achievement of disadvantaged
students.

[(H) The costs as compared to the benefits of the ac-
tivities assisted under this title.

[(I) The extent to which actions authorized under sec-
tion 1116 are implemented by State educational agencies
and local educational agencies to improve the academic
achievement of students in low-performing schools, and
the effectiveness of the implementation of such actions, in-
cluding the following:

[(i) The number of schools identified for school im-
provement and how many years the schools remain in
this status.

[(ii) The types of support provided by the State
educational agencies and local educational agencies to
schools and local educational agencies respectively
identified as in need of improvement, and the impact
of such support on student achievement.

[(iii) The number of parents who take advantage
of the public school choice provisions of this title, the
costs (including transportation costs) associated with
implementing these provisions, the implementation of
these provisions, and the impact of these provisions
(including the impact of attending another school) on
student achievement.
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[(iv) The number of parents who choose to take
advantage of the supplemental educational services
option, the criteria used by the States to determine
the quality of providers, the kinds of services that are
available and utilized, the costs associated with imple-
menting this option, and the impact of receiving sup-
plemental educational services on student achieve-
ment.

[(v) The implementation and impact of actions
that are taken with regard to schools and local edu-
cational agencies identified for corrective action and
restructuring.

[(J) The extent to which State and local fiscal account-
ing requirements under this title affect the flexibility of
schoolwide programs.

[(K) The implementation and impact of the profes-
sional development activities assisted under this title and
title II on instruction, student academic achievement, and
teacher qualifications.

[(L) The extent to which the assistance made avail-
able under this title, including funds under section 1002,
is targeted to disadvantaged students, schools, and local
educational agencies with the greatest need.

[(M) The effectiveness of Federal administration as-
sistance made available under this title, including moni-
toring and technical assistance.

[(N) The academic achievement of the groups of stu-
dents described in section 1111(b)(2)(C)(v)II).

[(O) Such other issues as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

[(3) SOURCES OF INFORMATION.—In conducting the assess-
ment under this subsection, the Secretary shall use informa-
tion from a variety of sources, including the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (carried out under section 303 of
the National Assessment of Educational Progress Authoriza-
tion Act), State evaluations, and other research studies.

[(4) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this subsection, the
Secretary shall—

[(A) coordinate the national assessment under this
subsection with the longitudinal study described in sub-
section (c¢); and

[(B) ensure that the independent review panel de-
scribed in subsection (d) participates in conducting the na-
tional assessment under this subsection, including plan-
ning for and reviewing the assessment.

[(5) DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE MEASURES.—In con-
ducting the national assessment under this subsection, the
Secretary shall use developmentally appropriate measures to
assess student academic achievement.

[(6) REPORTS.—

[(A) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001, the Secretary shall transmit to the President, the
Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House
of Representatives, and the Committee on Health, Edu-
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cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate an interim re-

port on the national assessment conducted under this sub-

section.

[(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 5 years after the
date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001,
the Secretary shall transmit to the President, the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a final report on the na-
tional assessment conducted under this subsection.

[(b) STUDIES AND DATA COLLECTION.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to other activities described
in this section, the Secretary may, directly or through award-
ing grants to or entering into contracts with appropriate enti-
ties—

[(A) assess the implementation and effectiveness of
programs under this title;

[(B) collect the data necessary to comply with the Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act of 1993; and

[(C) provide guidance and technical assistance to
State educational agencies and local educational agencies
in developing and maintaining management information
systems through which such agencies may develop pro-
gram performance indicators to improve services and per-
formance.

[(2) MINIMUM INFORMATION.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Secretary shall collect, at a minimum, trend infor-
mation on the effect of each program authorized under this
title, which shall complement the data collected and reported
under subsections (a) and (c).

[(c) NATIONAL LONGITUDINAL STUDY.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct a longitu-
dinal study of schools receiving assistance under part A.

[(2) ISSUES TO BE EXAMINED.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Secretary shall ensure that the study referred to
in paragraph (1) provides Congress and educators with each of
the following:

[(A) An accurate description and analysis of the short-
and long-term effect of the assistance made available
under this title on academic achievement.

[(B) Information that can be used to improve the ef-
fectiveness of the assistance made available under this
title in enabling students to meet challenging academic
achievement standards.

[(C) An analysis of educational practices or model pro-
grams that are effective in improving the achievement of
disadvantaged children.

[(D) An analysis of the costs as compared to the bene-
fits of the assistance made available under this title in im-
proving the achievement of disadvantaged children.

[(E) An analysis of the effects of the availability of
school choice options under section 1116 on the academic
achievement of disadvantaged students, on schools in
school improvement, and on schools from which students
have transferred under such options.
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[(F) Such other information as the Secretary considers
appropriate.

[(3) ScCOPE.—In conducting the study referred to in para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that the study—

[(A) bases its analysis on a nationally representative
sample of schools participating in programs under this
title;

[(B) to the extent practicable, includes in its analysis
students who transfer to different schools during the
course of the study; and

[(C) analyzes varying models or strategies for deliv-
ering school services, including—

[(i) schoolwide and targeted services; and

[(ii) comprehensive school reform models.

[(d) INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish an inde-
pendent review panel (in this subsection referred to as the “Re-
view Panel”) to advise the Secretary on methodological and
other issues that arise in carrying out subsections (a) and (c).

[(2) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.—

[(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), the
Secretary shall appoint members of the Review Panel from
among qualified individuals who are—

[(i) specialists in statistics, evaluation, research,
and assessment;

[(ii) education practitioners, including teachers,
principals, and local and State superintendents;

[(iii) parents and members of local school boards
or other organizations involved with the implementa-
tion and operation of programs under this title; and

[(iv) other individuals with technical expertise
who will contribute to the overall rigor and quality of
the program evaluation.

[(B) LIMITATIONS.—In appointing members of the Re-
view Panel, the Secretary shall ensure that—

[(i) in order to ensure diversity, the Review Panel
includes individuals appointed under subparagraph
(A)i) who represent disciplines or programs outside
the field of education; and

[(ii) the total number of the individuals appointed
under subparagraph (A)@ii) or (A)(iv) does not exceed
one-fourth of the total number of the individuals ap-
pointed under this paragraph.

[(3) FuncTiONS.—The Review Panel shall consult with and
advise the Secretary—

[(A) to ensure that the assessment conducted under
subsection (a) and the study conducted under subsection
(c)—

[G) adhere to the highest possible standards of
quality with respect to research design, statistical
analysis, and the dissemination of findings; and

[(ii) use valid and reliable measures to document
program implementation and impacts; and
[(B) to ensure—
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[(i) that the final report described in subsection
(a)(6)(B) is reviewed not later than 120 days after its
completion by not less than two independent experts
in program evaluation (who may be from among the
members of the Review Panel appointed under para-
graph (2));

[(Gi) that such experts evaluate and comment on
the degree to which the report complies with sub-
section (a); and

[(iii) that the comments of such experts are trans-
mitted with the report under subsection (a)(6)(B).

[SEC. 1502. DEMONSTRATIONS OF INNOVATIVE PRACTICES.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—From the funds appropriated for any fiscal
year under section 1002(e)(1), the Secretary may award grants to
State educational agencies, local educational agencies, other public
agencies, nonprofit organizations, public or private partnerships in-
volving business and industry organizations, and consortia of such
entities to carry out demonstration projects that show the most
promise of enabling children served under this title to meet chal-
lenging State academic content standards and challenging State
student academic achievement standards.

[(b) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall evaluate the dem-
onstration projects supported under this title, using rigorous meth-
odological designs and techniques, including control groups and
random assignment, to the extent feasible, to produce reliable evi-
dence of effectiveness.

[(c) PARTNERSHIPS.—From funds appropriated under section
1002(e)(1) for any fiscal year, the Secretary may, directly or
through grants or contracts, work in partnership with State edu-
cational agencies, local educational agencies, other public agencies,
and nonprofit organizations to disseminate and use the highest
quality research and knowledge about effective practices to improve
th? quality of teaching and learning in schools assisted under this
title.

[SEC. 1503. ASSESSMENT EVALUATION.

[(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct an independent
study of assessments used for State accountability purposes and for
making decisions about the promotion and graduation of students.
Such research shall be conducted over a period not to exceed 5
years and shall address the components described in subsection (d).

[(b) CONTRACT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary is authorized to
award a contract, through a peer review process, to an organization
or entity capable of conducting rigorous, independent research. The
Assistant Secretary of Educational Research and Improvement
shall appoint peer reviewers to evaluate the applications for this
contract.

[(c) STuDY.—The study shall—

[(1) synthesize and analyze existing research that meets
standards of quality and scientific rigor; and

[(2) evaluate academic assessment and accountability sys-
tems in State educational agencies, local educational agencies,
and schools; and

[(3) make recommendations to the Department and to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce of the United
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States House of Representatives and the Committee on Health,

Education, Labor, and Pensions of the United States Senate,

based on the findings of the study.

[(d) COMPONENTS OF THE RESEARCH PROGRAM.—The study de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall examine—
[(1) the effect of the assessment and accountability sys-
tems described in section (¢) on students, teachers, parents,
families, schools, school districts, and States, including correla-
tions between such systems and—
[(A) student academic achievement, progress to the
State-defined level of proficiency, and progress toward clos-
ing achievement gaps, based on independent measures;
[(B) changes in course offerings, teaching practices,
course content, and instructional material;
[(C) changes in turnover rates among teachers, prin-
cipals, and pupil-services personnel,
[(D) changes in dropout, grade-retention, and gradua-
tion rates for students; and
[(E) such other effects as may be appropriate;
[(2) the effect of the academic assessments on students
with disabilities;
[(3) the effect of the academic assessments on low, middle,
and high socioeconomic status students, limited and nonlimited
English proficient students, racial and ethnic minority stu-
dents, and nonracial or nonethnic minority students;
[(4) guidelines for assessing the validity, reliability, and
consistency of those systems using nationally recognized pro-
fessional and technical standards;
[(5) the relationship between accountability systems and
the inclusion or exclusion of students from the assessment sys-
tem; and
[(6) such other factors as the Secretary finds appropriate.
[(e) REPORTING.—Not later than 3 years after the contract de-
scribed in subsection (b) is awarded, the organization or entity con-
ducting the study shall submit an interim report to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions of the United States Senate, and to the President and the
States, and shall make the report widely available to the public.
The organization or entity shall submit a final report to the same
recipients as soon as possible after the completion of the study. Ad-
ditional reports may be periodically prepared and released as nec-
essary.

[(f) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—The Secretary may reserve up to
15 percent of the funds authorized to be appropriated for this part
to carry out the study, except such reservation of funds shall not
exceed $1,500,000.

[SEC. 1504. CLOSE UP FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.
[(a) PROGRAM FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS.—
[(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—
[(A) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In accordance with this
subsection, the Secretary may make grants to the Close
Up Foundation of Washington, District of Columbia, a non-
partisan, nonprofit foundation, for the purpose of assisting
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the Close Up Foundation in carrying out its programs of
increasing civic responsibility and understanding of the
Federal Government among middle school and secondary
school students.

[(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Grants under this subsection
shall be used only to provide financial assistance to eco-
nomically disadvantaged students who participate in the
programs described in subparagraph (A).

[(C) NAME OF FELLOWSHIPS.—Financial assistance re-
ceived by students pursuant to this subsection shall be
known as Close Up fellowships.

[(2) APPLICATIONS.—

[(A) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—No grant under this
subsection may be made except upon an application at
such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably require.

[(B) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—Each application
sl}llbmitted under this paragraph shall contain assurances
that—

[(i) Close Up fellowships provided under this sub-
section shall be made to economically disadvantaged
middle school and secondary school students;

[(i) every effort shall be made to ensure the par-
ticipation of students from rural, small town, and
urban areas;

[Gii) in awarding the fellowships to economically
disadvantaged students, special consideration shall be
given to the participation of those students with spe-
cial educational needs, including students with disabil-
ities, ethnic minority students, and students with mi-
grant parents; and

[Gv) the funds received under this subsection
shall be properly disbursed.

[(b) PROGRAM FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SECONDARY SCHOOL
TEACHERS.—
[(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

[(A) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In accordance with this
subsection, the Secretary may make grants to the Close
Up Foundation of Washington, District of Columbia, a non-
partisan, nonprofit foundation, for the purpose of assisting
the Close Up Foundation in carrying out its programs of
professional development for middle school and secondary
school teachers and its programs to increase civic responsi-
bility and understanding of the Federal Government
among the teachers’ students.

[(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Grants under this subsection
shall be used only to provide financial assistance to teach-
ers who participate in the programs described in subpara-
graph (A).

[(C) NAME OF FELLOWSHIPS.—Financial assistance re-
ceived by teachers pursuant to this subsection shall be
known as Close Up fellowships.

[(2) APPLICATIONS.—

[(A) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—No grant under this

subsection may be made except upon an application at
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such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably require.

[(B) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—Each application
s;llbmitted under this paragraph shall contain assurances
that—

[(i) Close Up fellowships provided under this sub-
section shall be made only to a teacher who has
worked with at least one student from such teacher’s
school who participates in a program described in sub-
section (a)(1)(A);

[(ii) no teacher shall receive more than one such
fellowship in any fiscal year; and

[(iii) the funds received under this subsection
shall be properly disbursed.

[(c) PROGRAMS FOR NEW AMERICANS.—
[(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

[(A) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In accordance with this
subsection, the Secretary may make grants to the Close
Up Foundation of Washington, District of Columbia, a non-
partisan, nonprofit foundation, for the purpose of assisting
the Close Up Foundation in carrying out its programs of
increasing civic responsibility and understanding of the
Federal Government among economically disadvantaged
aniddle school and secondary school recent immigrant stu-

ents.

[(B) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term “recent
immigrant student” means a student who is a member of
a family that immigrated to the United States within 5
years of the student’s participation in such a program.

[(C) UsE oF FUNDS.—Grants under this subsection
shall be used only to provide financial assistance to eco-
nomically disadvantaged recent immigrant students and
their teachers who participate in the programs described
in subparagraph (A).

[(D) NAME OF FELLOWSHIPS.—Financial assistance re-
ceived by students and teachers pursuant to this sub-
section shall be known as Close Up Fellowships for New
Americans.

[(2) APPLICATIONS.—

[(A) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—No grant under this
subsection may be made except upon an application at
such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably require.

[(B) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—Each application
sl}llbmitted under this paragraph shall contain assurances
that—

[G) Close Up Fellowships for New Americans
shall be made to economically disadvantaged middle
school and secondary school recent immigrant stu-
dents;

[(ii) every effort shall be made to ensure the par-
ticipation of recent immigrant students from rural,
small town, and urban areas;

[(ii) in awarding the fellowships to economically
disadvantaged recent immigrant students, special con-
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sideration shall be given to the participation of those